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These questions have been edited for sale. Notes to moderators, except those which provide guidelines for variant answers, have been removed and errors and misleading information have been corrected and/or clarified. Math questions are underlined and mathematical calculation questions are double underlined.

Tossup One. He said that “nothing is more dangerous than a friend without discretion; even a prudent enemy is preferable.” Born in the Champagne region of France, he was best known for his fables. Name this eighteenth century author of Tales and Novels in Verse and Selected Fables Versified whose last name means “of the fountain”. A: (Jean de la) Fontaine
Tossup Two. The famous opening of this work is entitled “O Fortuna”. It was composed in the 1930s by Karl Orff but based on a much earlier German story. Identify this piece which was used as the theme to “Conan the Barbarian.” A: Carmina Burana
Tossup Three. Pencil and paper ready. Find and express in proper mathematical notation the derivative of the function 1/(4x)2 (one divided by quantity four x end quantity squared.) A: 1/(8x3) (one divided by quantity eight x cubed end quantity).

Tossup Four. He is wanted by the IRS for tax evasion. In the 1970s, he earned over five million dollars and refused to pay taxes. He fled to Europe and is now rumored to live in Budapest. A movie starring Ben Kingsley was made in the early 1990s with his name in the title. Name this man who defeated Boris Spassky in 1972 to become the first American to be officially crowned the World Chess Champion. A: (Bobby) Fischer

Tossup Five. Giotto, Masaccio, Michelangelo, Rafael, Tiepolo and Rivera all worked in this form in which wet plaster walls are painted. Identify it. A: Fresco
Tossup Six. As one of the expatriates, Ernest Hemingway lived in Paris during the 1920s. He was friends with Gertrude Stein and F. Scott Fitzgerald and heard firsthand the coinage of the term “lost generation”. In the 1950s, Hemingway wrote a series of autobiographical essays about Paris in the 1920s and had them published as this book. Name it. A: A Moveable Feast

Tossup Seven. “You may fire when you are ready, Gridley.” This order from Commander George Dewey at 5:40 AM, May 1, 1898 began a battle which ended at 12:30 PM with the destruction of an entire Spanish squadron. Not a single American was killed in the engagement. Identify this battle, at which the United States won control of the Philippines from Spain during the Spanish-American War. A: (The Battle of) Manila Bay

Tossup Eight. He was a professor of astronomy at Oxford in 1661 and held this post until 1673. His interests proved to be architecture and geometry as well as astronomy. In 1663 he designed the chapel at Pembroke College, Cambridge; in 1664, the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford; and in 1665, buildings for Trinity College, Oxford. His greatest opportunity in architecture came with the rebuilding that followed the London fire of 1666. He replanned the entire city and supervised the rebuilding of 51 churches. For ten points name this architect of Saint Paul’s Cathedral and founder of the Royal Society of Sciences. A: (Christopher) Wren

Tossup Nine. “The mental features discoursed of as analytical, are, in themselves, but little susceptible of analysis.” This is the first line from the first murder mystery. Name this innovative work by Edgar Allen Poe. A: The Murders in the Rue Morgue
Tossup Ten. Murray Rothbard said that this man “is the first to work out economics on the firm foundation on the principle of individual action”. The Library Journal proclaimed him “The Grand Old Man of Economics”. He was the most distinguished economist of the so-called Austrian School. His work includes Critique of Interventionism and his magnum opus, Human Action, which Rothbard called “the economic bible for the civilized man”. Identify this Austrian economist who argued the supremacy of capitalism on both moral and practical grounds. A: (Ludwig) von Mises
Your category round choices are Vice-Presidents, Ancient Greece, and Very Current Events.

Category Round—Vice-Presidents

Given one of two U.S. Vice-Presidents who served under a particular President, identify the other. NOTE: If the first name is not in parentheses, then it is required. Ask for a more specific response if the captain gives only the last name.

Hannibal Hamlin A: Andrew Johnson

Garret Hobart A: Theodore Roosevelt
Aaron Burr A: (George) Clinton

Elbridge Gerry A: (George) Clinton

Henry Wilson A: (Schuyler) Colfax


Gerald Ford A: (Spiro) Agnew


Harry Truman, name only one of the two other Vice-Presidents who served under the same President A: (John) Garner or (Henry) Wallace


Harry Truman, name the other A: (John) Garner or (Henry) Wallace


Adlai Stevenson A: (Thomas) Hendricks

Martin Van Buren A: (John C.) Calhoun

Category Round—Ancient Greece

Given a clue, name the Greek person, place, or thing.

On this island, in 478 BCE, a league was formed to continue the fight against Persia under the leadership of Athens A: Delos

He arbitrated the argument between the farmers and nobles and as leader reformed the economic disaster of Athens and wrote a moderate law code A: Solon

This tyrannical leader was a welcome change from Solon and started the greater Dionysia as a theatrical contest A: Pisistratus

This temple on the Acropolis is where the main statue to Athena is located, but it is not the Parthenon A: Erechtheum

He was the main sculptor for the Parthenon and oversaw its construction. A:  Phidias

He pushed through the final reforms for changing Athens into a democracy A: Cleisthenes

This southern part of Greece was long dominated by Sparta A: (The) Peloponesian (or Peloponese or Peloponesus) (Peninsula)

Greek word legendarily uttered by Pheidippides just before he collapsed and died from a 26.2-mile run. A: Nike

Sparta’ ruling council of elderly citizens A: (The) Gerousia

The Athenian citizens refused to name their city after Neptune despite this bestial gift A: Horses

Category Round—Very Current Events

Identify the following related to the events of Friday, April 16, 1999.

Country with which the United States reached a new agreement on military flights A: Italy

Country whose soldiers fired rubber bullets at reporters A: Israel

Presidential hopeful who confirmed that he had paid $3.8 million in taxes in 1999 A: George (W.) Bush


Two countries which engaged in a joint spacewalk A: France and Russia

Type of vehicle for which an around-the-world race is now being organized A: (Hot-air) balloon
Country whose Guardian Council’s secretary accused the U.S. of harboring desires to conquer his nation A: Iran
Either of the two states in which President Clinton attended fundraising events A: Michigan or Massachusetts
Basketball player released by the Los Angeles Lakers A: (Dennis) Rodman
State in which a drought fueled a new round of wildfires A: Florida
Animal whose arteries scientists can now regenerate A: Pig

Tossup Eleven. He is quoted as saying, “Whenever I draw a circle, I immediately want to step out of it.”  The film “Thinking Out Loud” details his life from its beginning. Born cross-eyed, he was a belligerent youngster, twice kicked out of Harvard. The illness and death of his young daughter led to a period of heavy drinking, during which he considered suicide, but then decided to commit himself to bettering mankind through a “design revolution.” He designed the Dymaxion Car, a sensation when it was demonstrated on city streets and at the Chicago World’s Fair in 1933. Because the strange-looking streamlined car rode on three wheels, seated 11 passengers, and got a remarkable 30 miles to the gallon, it promised to revolutionize the auto industry—until a tragic accident ultimately derailed those plans. Identify this creator of the geodesic dome, which he believed would herald a new era in housing throughout the world. A: (Buckminster) Fuller


Bonus—Geographical Etymology

Many places in the Americas are named after a region in the Old World. For ten points each, identify the nation in which the old world place corresponding to each of these North American places lies. For example: The clue “New Jersey” would generate the answer “Great Britain”, because Jersey is in Britain.


New Orleans A: France

New Brunswick A: Germany

Nova Scotia A: Scotland (or (Great) Britain, or England, or United Kingdom)
Tossup Twelve. Tom Foley, John Quincy Adams, Henry Clay, Jim Wright, Tip O’Neill, Dennis Hastert, Sam Rayburn, and Newt Gingrich have all held what leadership position? A: Speaker of the House

Bonus—Famous Cooks

Identify these famous personalities who have written or inspired cooking guides for ten points each.

You’re “Barbecuing With” this co-founder of the Black Panther Party in the title of his recent book. He was sentenced to four years in prison in 1969 for contempt of court due to his outbursts during the Chicago Seven trial of himself and six other defendants. A: (Bobby) Seale
This former world leader published a 350-page cookbook with his wife, Hamalore. The author’s favorite dish is Palatine Sow’s Stomach. He was the chair of the Christian Democratic Union party before his election as leader of his country and was voted out of office in 1998. A: Helmut Kohl


Bartolomeo Scappi, a Venetian, published a book called “Cooking Secrets of” this religious leader in 1570. It is notable not only for the person who inspired its title and contents but for containing the earliest known picture of a fork, which had been introduced to Italy earlier in that century. A: Pope Pius V

Tossup Thirteen. Its Native American name is Abegweit but few people know it as such. Many children are familiar with this place, although its population is small, because of the books of L.M. Montgomery. Name this maritime province, the only island province in Canada. A: Prince Edward Island

Bonus—German Food

Give the English name of the following German foods for ten points each.

Schwarzwald kuchen [Shvartzvald Kooken] A: Black Forest Cake

Kartoffel salat A: Potato Salad

Schlagsahne [Shlahg zahna] A: Whipped Cream

Tossup Fourteen. Apostles of Spain, Ecumenical Councils, Last Words, Gifts, Heavens, Churches of Asia, Sacraments, Deadly Sins, Days of Creation…how many of each of these things is found in Christianity? A: Seven
Bonus—American Cities

Identify these American cities for ten points each. NOTE: The state names are not necessary, but do not accept an answer containing an incorrect state name.

It was the first American city to have a sewage treatment plant and was the largest city in America for many years. A: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The headquarters of Boeing and Starbuck’s are located in this city, whose mayor is Democrat Norman B. Rice. A: Seattle, Washington

It is a former fur-trading post named after a famous family of New York millionaires, one of whom died on the Titanic. A: Astoria, Oregon

Tossup Fifteen. It has a scroll at the top and an end button at the bottom. In between is a neck and a body. There is a peg box, a bridge, two F holes and a fingerboard. Unlike a guitar, there are no frets. Name this instrument, which has G, D, A, and E strings and is played with a bow. A: Violin
Bonus—An Author

Identify this author, 30-20-10.

30: He wrote one of his most famous poems after his second trip to the Wye River valley.

20: He collaborated with Samuel Taylor Coleridge on Lyrical Ballads.

10: As one of England’s Romantic poets, he wrote many poems on nature, including a poem about daffodils and “Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey”. A: (William) Wordsworth
Tossup Sixteen. Ken Thompson and Dennis Ritchie created it in 1969 at AT&T Bell Laboratories. Its great advantage is its so-called “portability”, as it can be used on various types of computers. Variations include System V, BSD, NetBSD, and Linux [LIN-icks]. Identify this operating system which, although often concealed by the many user-friendly layers of modern Internet service providers, is the true operating language of the Internet. A: UNIX
Bonus—Sculptors

Identify the following sculptors from clues for ten points each.

This British sculptress’s Single Form, a memorial to Dag Hammarskjöld, stands at the United Nations Plaza in New York City. A: (Dame Jocelyn Barbara) Hepworth
This Idaho native designed the Mount Rushmore sculpture and did almost all of the work; his son Lincoln did the rest. A: (John Gutzon de la Mothe) Borglum

This Irish-American created the equestrian statue of General Sherman which stands in New York City’s Central Park. His New Hampshire home is now a National Historic Site. A: (Augustus) Saint-Gaudens
Tossup Seventeen. It was the name of a mythological river of Troy. Its name means “yellow”. Historically, it was also the name of a city in modern Turkey which both the Persians and the Romans attempted to conquer. Before both invaders, the residents of the city destroyed it rather than see it fall. Identify this river and city. A: Xanthus

Bonus—Seemingly Unrelated Things

Name the following seemingly unrelated things for the indicated point values.

5 points: The holy book of Islam. A: The Koran
10 points: The nation which deposed the Shah in 1979. A: Iran
15 points: The band responsible for the songs “Electric Barbarella” and “Planet Earth”, among others. A: Duran Duran
Tossup Eighteen. Harry F. Ward, Clarence Darrow, Upton Sinclair, Jane Addams, Helen Keller, Roger Williams, Felix Frankfurter, and Norman Mattoon Thomas founded it in 1920 for the purpose of defending conscientious objectors to World War I. It has since taken on the task of defending a wide collection of rights and perks. Identify this organization. A: (The) A(merican) C(ivil) L(iberties) U(nion) (accept “founders of the ACLU” if the player buzzes before you finish reading the list of names)
Bonus—Adjusted for Inflation

Answer these questions about adjusted monetary measurements for 15 points each.

Titanic may be the highest-grossing movie in American history, but, with figures adjusted for inflation, what is by far both the leading cinematic ticket seller and the most profitable movie of all time in domestic release? A: Gone with the Wind

Bill Gates is worth more than anybody in history, but who still holds the record for controlling the largest percentage of the world economy? A: John (D.) Rockefeller (if captain answers just “Rockefeller”, ask for a more specific response)
Tossup Nineteen. Zulu Oscar ukele November delta sierra; alfa; lima lima alfa mike alfa. What sentence have I just translated into the military alphabet? A: “Zounds, a llama!”

Bonus—Modern Authors


Identify the present-day author from works, 30-20-10.


30: The Partner


20: The Rainmaker


10: The Client and The Firm A: John Grisham

Tossup Twenty. “Where might is, the right is/Long purses make strong swords/Let weakness learn meekness/God save” this institution, wrote A.C. Swinburne in the opening of A Word for the Country. This 1200-member body has seen its power trimmed drastically over the past century, beginning with the loss of veto privilege in 1911. Identify this institution, the upper house of the British Parliament. A: (The) House of Lords 

Bonus—Computer Abbreviations

Identify the following computer and internet terms from abbreviations for the indicated points.

5: FTP A: File Transfer Protocol

10: VGA A: Video Graphics Array
15: FRAM A: Ferromagnetic Random Access Memory
