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These questions have been edited for sale. Notes to moderators, except those which provide guidelines for variant answers, have been removed and errors and misleading information have been corrected and/or clarified. Math questions are underlined and mathematical calculation questions are double underlined.

Tossup One. I have a pet lagomorph. It lopes very volantly. Its fell is alabaster. I gave it a daucus carota  sativus to eat. In plain English, what animal do I have? A: A rabbit (accept similar animals such as hares)

Tossup Two. “I don’t want to live—I want to love first, and live incidentally.” So said this woman, the author of Save Me the Waltz, who shares her first name with a popular video game. She died in 1948 in a fire at the mental hospital at which she had been committed for eleven years. Her more-famous husband wrote a novel largely based on their marriage called Tender is the Night. Identify her. A: Zelda (Sayre) Fitzgerald (if player says only “Fitzgerald”, ask for a more specific response)

Tossup Three. He died recently at the age of 82. He was a professional violinist and conductor whose other accomplishments included winning the Nehru Award for International Understanding, Identify this musician who won the 1990 Glenn Gould Prize and was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II. A: (Yehudi) Menuhin
Tossup Four. It was created on September 14, 1960, and first met in Baghdad. The permanent headquarters of this organization are now in Vienna. By far, Saudia Arabia wields the most influence within it. Its current membership is Algeria, Gabon, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Venezuela. Identify this organization which was blamed for the “energy crisis” of the 1970s. A: OPEC (The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Nations)
Tossup Five. Aphrodite was so jealous after hearing reports of this woman’s beauty that she demanded her death. When her son saw her, however, he fell in love with her and stole her away. He visited her only at night and they lived happily until she became curious as to whom he really was. Identify this woman, whose name comes from the Greek word for “soul”. A: Psyche
Tossup Six. This famous French revolutionary painter created “The Man on the White Horse”, “The Oath of the Horatii” and “The Death of Marat”. Name him. A: (Jacques Louis) David

Tossup Seven. “Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.” The book which includes this observation is the second most-widely distributed of all time at over 800 million copies sold. It was available only in China at first, but soon spread to revolutionary organizations worldwide, becoming popular with various underground movements in the U.S. during the 1960s, including the Black Panthers. Identify this work. A: Quotations from (Chairman) Mao Zedong (AKA The Little Red Book; AKA Selected Works of Mao Zedong)

Tossup Eight. Entrance requirements: “A hatred of authority, an ability to keep time, and a good heart.” Goal: “The breakdown of the state”. Name this British band and former anarchist commune which was barred by its record label from entitling its 7th CD “Steal This Album” and climbed the charts with 1997’s Tubthumper. A: Chumbawamba
Tossup Nine. He heads the Family Research Council and the Campaign for Working Families PAC. He announced the formation of his presidential exploratory committee in February 1999. Identify this religious conservative, who is an ideological associate of James Dobson. A: (Gary) Bauer

Tossup Ten. When there are runners on first and second and less than two outs, a batter who hits a pop-up which can reasonably be caught by an infielder is out as soon as the ball is in the air. This rule was added to baseball in the late nineteenth century as a reaction to a spate of serious injuries caused by fielders intentionally dropping balls and then attempting to make quick double plays. Identify this often-misunderstood rule. A: (The) infield fly (rule)
Your category round choices are Metrical Feet, Operas, and America.

Category Round—Metrical Feet

Name the metrical foot from a description. NOTE: Accept slight variations such as “trochaic” for “trochee”.

One short syllable followed by one long syllable A: Iamb (or iambus)

A long syllable followed by another long syllable A: Spondee

One long syllable followed by one short syllable A: Trochee

Two short syllables followed by one long syllable A: Anapest
One long syllable followed by two short syllables A: Dactyl


Three long syllables A: Molossus


One long syllable, followed by one short syllable, followed by a long syllable A: Cretic (or amphimacer)


One long syllable, followed by two short syllables, followed by a long syllable A: Choriamb


One short syllable, followed by one long syllable, followed by a short syllable A: Amphibrach


A short syllable followed by another short syllable A: Phyrric

Category Round—Operas

Given a description of the opera and the composer, give the title. Only exact answers in the original language will be accepted unless otherwise specified.

The story of a tragic clown, by Ruggiero Leoncavallo A: (I) Pagliacci
Theseus leaves his beloved on an island before returning to Athens, by Richard Strauss A: Ariadne auf Naxos
Biblical story in which a temptress cuts off the hair of a Hebrew judge, by Camille Saint-Saens. A: Samson et Dalila

A musician attempts to rescue his beloved from Hades but looks back at her before they reach the earth, by Christoph Willibald von Gluck A: Orfeo ed Euridice


Grimm Brothers fairy tale about a brother and sister who shove a witch in an oven, by Englebert Humperdinck A: Hansel und (and) Gretel

Takes place on Catfish Row in South Carolina, by George Gershwin A: Porgy and Bess

A continuation of Rossini’s The Barber of Seville, by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (translation accepted) A: Le Nozze di Figaro (The  Marriage of Figaro)

A courtesan seeks to reconcile her poor lover and her rich patron, by Giuseppe Verdi A: La Traviata

Last of the Ring cycle, by Richard Wagner A: (Die) Gotterdammerung

Mythical couple which drank enchanted wine and fell in love, by Richard Wagner A: Tristan und (and) Isolde

Category Round—America

Respond to these clues about all things American.

George Winthrop called for this colony to be “as a city upon a hill” A: (The) Massachusetts Bay (Colony)

He was the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court A: (John) Jay

The Midwest’s primary source of water other than its rivers is this aquifer A: (The) Ogala Aquifer

The only state in the U.S where prostitution is legal A: Nevada
The Oregon Trail ended in this river valley A: Willamette (River valley)
“Old fuss and feathers” was the general in charge of the U.S army forces in this war A: (The) Mexican(-American War)
The American version of this group founded by Lord Baden Powell is based in Irving, Texas A: (The) Boy Scouts (of America)
They are the two U.S. presidents buried in Arlington National Cemetery A: (John Fitzgerald) Kennedy and (William Howard) Taft

It’s the patriotic name of the aircraft carrier on which Top Gun was filmed A: America

It was Henry Clay’s defeated economic plan for the U.S A: (The) American System

Score check.

Tossup Eleven. George Bush called it “voodoo economics” and “an economic rubik’s cone” before he signed on to the campaign of its biggest advocate. Its merits are still being debated. Identify the formal name of this economic theory sometimes called “trickle-down”. A: Supply-side (economics) (if the player buzzes before you read “trickle-down” and says “trickle-down”, ask for a more specific response)

Bonus—Greek Letters

Identify the following Greek letters from clues for ten points each.

The Greek letter corresponding to the English W A: Digamma
The fifth letter of the Greek alphabet A: Epsilon
The Greek letter used in a statistical test commonly found in genetics applications A: Chi
Tossup Twelve. 3, 7, 31, 127, 8191, and so on is the set of numbers first proposed by the French monk for whom they are named. They take the form of 2n-1 (quantity two to the n end quantity minus 1) when n is equal to 2, 3, 5, 7, 13, 17, 19, 21, 67, 127, 257, and no other n below 257. Identify these numbers. A: Mersenne Primes
Bonus—Mountain Finding

Identify the U.S. state from mountains within its borders, 30-20-10.

30: Torreys Peak and Kit Carson Mountain

20: Mount Harvard, Mount Princeton, and Mount Yale

10: Mount Elbert and Pike’s Peak A: Colorado
Tossup Thirteen. It is now a National Battlefield Park. In 1864, it was the site of a brutal defeat of General Sherman by Confederate General Joseph Johnston at which the Union lost more than three times as many soldiers as did the South. It’s also the namesake of the first commissioner of major league baseball. Identify this Georgia topographical feature. A: Kenesaw Mountain (“Mt. Kenesaw” is incorrect)
Bonus—Conjunction

Once again, it’s everyone favorite, the conjunction bonus. Here’s an example: The clue is “Lion King sequel and Jane Austen novel.” The answer is “Simba’s Pride and Prejudice.” The following are worth ten points each.

Defining work by Edward Gibbon in three volumes and 1987 Steven Spielberg movie. A: The (History of the) Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire of the Sun

Controversial Prime Minister of Israel known as “Bibi” and Australian actor who was briefly a star in the late 1980s on the strength of films such as “Young Einstein”. A: Benjamin Netanyahu (Yahoo) Serious

Play adapted from the book Anna and the King of Siam and phrase describing the exchange of body parts used to summarize ancient, retribution-based legal codes. A: The King And I (eye) for an eye
Tossup Fourteen. Multiply the derivative of 16x by the number of squares on a chessboard. Divide the product by the number of Olympian deities in Greco-Roman mythology. Subtract from that result the reciprocal of the number of coins which are “in the fountain” in a 1954 song. Give the number which results. A: 85

Bonus—Dead Presidents

Name any six of the seven American Presidents buried in Virginia for five points each. A: (George) Washington, (Thomas) Jefferson, (James) Madison, (James) Monroe, (John) Tyler, (William Howard) Taft, (John F.) Kennedy
Tossup Fifteen. It was founded by Dr. Ethel Andrus in 1958. It now has over thirty million members throughout the United States. “To Serve, Not Be Served” is its motto, and its policy is to lobby aggressively for the passage or defeat of legislation but to refrain from endorsing candidates. Identify this senior-citizen advocacy organization, America’s largest lobbying group. A: (The) A(merican) A(ssociation of) R(etired) P(ersons)
Bonus—Literary Lines


Identify the author of the work in which the following lines appear, 30-20-10.


30: “Consider your breed; you were not made to live like beasts, but to follow virtue and knowledge.”


20: “Only those elements time cannot wear were made before me, and beyond time I stand.”


10: “Abandon all hope, ye who enter here.” A: Dante (Aligheri)

Tossup Sixteen. Rounded to one decimal place, what it is the distance from the sun of a planet with a revolutionary period of five earth years in astronomical units according to Kepler’s Laws? A: 11.2 (astronomical units)

Bonus—Irish Cities Other Than Dublin

Name the Irish city from clues for the indicated points.

5: This city, the second-largest in Ireland, is the center of Irish agricultural and industrial trade. A: Cork

10: This is both the third-largest city in Ireland and a popular form of poetry. A: Limerick

15: It is home to Ireland’s National University and the historical hub of trade between Ireland and Spain. A: Galway

Tossup Seventeen. Give the interval on which the function (2x-6)/(2x+4) (quantity two x minus six end quantity divided by quantity two x plus four end quantity) is negative. A: (-2, 3]
Bonus—Golf Tournaments

Identify these golf tournaments for ten points each.

It is the most prestigious non-major tournament in the world, and therefore called the “fifth major”; it often takes place a week before the British Open. A: (The) Scottish Open
Every two years, a United States team and an International team square off in this professional competition. A: (The) Ryder Cup

A United States team and International team also compete in this tournament, the amateur equivalent of the professional’s Ryder Cup. A: (The) President’s Cup
Tossup Eighteen. Its distinguishing characteristic is the vocalization of final dentals. “B” and “v” have distinct sounds, unlike in Spanish. There is no declension of nouns, and perfect participles are formed from the perfect stem rather than the infinitive. Speakers can be found in France, Cuba, and Argentina, but it is most widespread in Spain. Identify this Romance language, the native tongue of author Joanot Martorell and ten million people in the present day. A: Catalan
Bonus—Astronomy

Compute the following astronomical values for fifteen points each.

The speed of light in miles per hour expressed as a precise whole number A: 647,551,709 (miles per hour)
The number of moons of Jupiter multiplied by the number of l’s in Galileo’s full name A: 64

Tossup Nineteen. It was “the wrong war, at the wrong place, at the wrong time, and with the wrong enemy” declared General Omar Bradley. It was the first war in which a significant number of dogfights between opposing fighter planes took place. Identify this war, which involved such figures as Mark Wayne Clark, Douglas MacArthur, Harry Truman, Syngman Rhee, and Kim Il Sung. A: (The) Korean War
Bonus—Greek

Name the three accentuation marks used in Classical Greek for ten points each. A: Acute, grave, and circumflex

Tossup Twenty. They were first displayed at approximately 450 BCE. The mass of citizens demanded the codification of laws due to a recent rise in subjective and biased interpretation by the nobles. Thus, the largely traditional laws of Rome were engraved for all to see on these in the Forum. Identify these objects on which the laws of the Roman Republic were displayed. A: (The) Twelve Tables
Bonus—Inverse Trigonometric Functions

Give the principal value range in radians of each of the following inverse trigonometric functions for ten points each. You do not need to indicate whether the ranges are open or closed.

Arccosine A: [0, ( ] (zero to pi)

Arccosecant A: [-(/2, 0) U (0, (/2) (negative pi over 2 to zero union zero to pi over 2)

Arctangent A: (-(/2, (/2) (negative pi over 2 to pi over 2) 

