George Gamow Memorial Tournament – Match 3

Questions by Nathan Freeburg

ROUND ONE

1. One of his most well-known poems ends, “Till human voices wake us and we drown.”  Another talks about “death’s dream kingdom” while a third ends, “Shantih, shantih.”  FTP, name this literary critic and author of such poems as The Four Quartets, The Hollow Men, The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock and The Wasteland.

ANSWER:  Thomas Stearns Eliot
BONUS:  FTP each, identify the authors of the given poems.

A. Pied Plover, The Wreck of the Deutschland.

ANSWER:  Gerald Manley Hopkins
B. Live or Die
ANSWER:  Anne Sexton
2. Graduating second in her class at Stanford, she was only offered the job of legal secretary.  Her experience as an Arizona state legislator may have influenced her commitment to state sovereignty, but it is her constant status as the swing vote which has given her prominence.  FTP, name this classmate of William Rehnquist who was appointed to the Supreme Court by Ronald Reagan.

ANSWER:  Sandra Day O’Connor
BONUS:  Name the Supreme Court decisions, ten points each.

A. This case struck down a Colorado referendum which made it impossible for gays and lesbians to achieve the status of a protected class without first amending the Colorado Constitution.

ANSWER:  Romer v. Evans

B. In this case, the Boy Scouts were found to have a first amendment right of free association to discriminate against homosexual scout masters.

ANSWER:  Boy Scouts v. Dale
3. Construction of the structure was delayed as the builder’s father was forbidden to begin due to his violent past.  Phoenician architects were brought in to supervise the process while the wood was provided by cedars from Lebanon.  FTP, name this religious structure built by King Solomon with a site now occupied by the Dome of the Rock.

ANSWER:  The Jewish Temple
BONUS:  Answer these questions concerning the reign of King David.

A. David was punished for bringing about the death of the husband of Bathsheba who he saw bathing on a roof.  Name that husband.

ANSWER:  Uriah 
B. This son of David rebelled and was caught by his hair in a tree.

ANSWER:  Absalom
4. The value of this function of 2pi over n is irrational for all n except 4 and 12. For complex numbers, for a given value theta it equals e to the i theta minus e to the negative i theta, divided by 2i. The multiplicative inverse of this even function is the cosecant. FTP, name this simple trigonometric function, whose value for an angle theta equals the ratio between the length of the hypotenuse of a right triangle of that angle and the length of the side opposite the angle.

A: sine
BONUS:  Identify the following mathematical terms, ten points each.

1. Arrays of numbers in an m by n grid, they may be inverted, added, multiplied, or transposed. Only square ones, however, have a determinant.

A: matrix or matrices
A. For a given square matrix, it is a vector whose product with the matrix is the original vector multiplied by a scalar.

ANSWER:  Eigenvector
5. Sometimes surrounded by an outer lipid envelope, they have a protective protein coating and unlike prions they also contain nucleic acid.  Consisting of either DNA or RNA, FTP, name this organisms which cause such diseases as AIDS.

ANSWER:  Viruses or virii
BONUS:  Identify the amino acids, ten points each.

A. Containing sulfur, it is responsible for disulfide linkages between adjacent protein chains.

ANSWER:  Cysteine or cystine
B. Containing a benzene ring, it is unable to be metabolized by sufferers of PKU.

ANSWER:  Phenylalanine
6. Samuel Butler asserted that this writer was a woman.  Lesser known works attributed to him include the tale of a simpleton, Margites, and the hilarious satire, The Battle of the Frogs and Mice.  Legend says he was blind, and modern scholarship tends to think that he actually existed.  FTP, name this bard who’s most famous characters included Pandarus, Ajax and Odysseus.

ANSWER:  Homer
BONUS:  Name the Greek seers who had run-ins with Agamemnon, ten points each.

A. She was cursed with the impossibility of anyone believing her; and to make matters worse, Agamemnon raped her.

ANSWER:  Cassandra
B. The chief Greek prophet at Troy, he insisted that Agamemnon must relinquish his concubine to spare his army from the plague.

ANSWER:  Calchas
7. One side’s fortunes improved when Christian IV of Denmark joined it.  The war was ended when both sides agreed to the principle of cuius regio, eius regio which stated that rulers were free to determine the religion of their respective realms.  Begun when some messengers from the Holy Roman Emperor were tossed out a window in Prague, FTP, name this war ended by the Peace of Westphalia.

ANSWER:  The Thirty Years’ War
BONUS:  Answer these questions concerning famous medieval European women.

A. She succeeded her father Robert the Wise of Naples, and proved to be a more successful ruler.

ANSWER:  Joanna I

B. The Heptameron is usually attributed to her authorship.

ANSWER:  Marguerite of Navarre

8. They gained international fame after a 1900 exhibition at the “Exposition Internationale Universelle” in Paris.  Although only one was made the first time, two were made each year during the reigns of Aleksandr III and Nikolai II for a grand total of 49.  FTP, name these gold Easter gifts.

ANSWER:  Faberge Eggs
BONUS The names of the four Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles were, of course, Renaissance artists.  Given the name of a work of art, identify which of the Turtles’ namesakes created it for five points.

Part 1: Madonna of the Rocks


Answer: Leonardo

Part 2: The School of Athens


Answer: Raphael

Part 3: Pieta




Answer: Michelangelo
Part 4: St. George Fighting the Dragon

Answer: Raphael
Category Quiz: Tossups

1. After stealing some cash from his master, this slave ran away and was apparently apprehended for a different crime in Rome.  In prison, he ran into Paul who converted him to Christianity and then sent him with a letter to his master.  FTP, name this man whose story is mentioned in the New Testament book named after his master, Philemon.

ANSWER:  Onesimus
2. The theory posits either 10 or 26 dimensions.  Its constituents have a length of 10 to the negative 33 centimeters and no width or height and can be either open or closed.  FTP, name this subatomic physics theory of everything which attempts to explain the underlying structure of the universe.

ANSWER:  Superstrings  [prompt on “string theory”]

3. A fan of Antisthenes, he liked to walk down the street in daylight while holding a lantern.  He developed what was known as the chreia or moral epigram and founded a school of philosophy.  FTP, name this Greek who never found and honest man and who was the most well-known cynic.

ANSWER:  Diogenes
4. Born in Chapel Hill, Tennessee, he spent most of his childhood in Mississippi.  A successful businessman, he had become quite prominent in the Memphis area by the onset of the Civil War.  In 1861 he enlisted as a private but was soon given the rank of Lt. Colonel in a cavalry unit he personally paid to outfit.  Despite his total lack of military education he proved to be a brilliant tactician and lost only two major battles. FTP name this Confederate general, notorious as the perpetrator of the Fort Pillow massacre and as founder of the Ku Klux Klan.  

Answer:  Nathan Bedford Forrest
5. Their inner membrane is known as the cristae. Oxidative phosphorylation taking place along this membrance and, they also have a matrix which contains the enzymes for the TCA, or Krebs, cycle.  FTP, name these organelles used for ATP synthesis.

ANSWER:  Mitochondria
6. Work on the composition began in Spillville, Iowa.  Completed in New York City, this musical work utilizes an Osage Indian song as well as the them from “Swing Low Sweet Chariot.”  FTP, name this Dvorak symphony, his ninth.

ANSWER:  From the New World (accept Dvorak Symphony #9 early)

CQ Questions

Classical Music -- Twang Before the Byrds J.S. Bach wrote the Italian Concerto for this instrument and according to Sir Thomas Beecham, it had the sound of “two skeletons copulating on a tin roof.”  It was the favorite instrument of the composers Scarlatti and Couperin. F15P, name this predecessor of the piano, often seen providing the continuo in baroque chamber music.

ANSWER:  Harpsichord
Literature -- A Child’s Guide to Welsh Literature A translator of Sartre, he wrote The Kestrel but is most well-known for his series based on Welsh mythology, The Chronicles of Prydain which included The Black Cauldron, The Book of Three and The High King. F15P, name this author.

ANSWER:  Lloyd Chudley Alexander
Geography -- Places Not to Take a Girlfriend Adjacent to China, Pakistan and Tajikistan, the Hindu Kush Mountains lie primarily in this country’s northeastern part while the Khyber Pass is its famous connecting route to Peshawar, Pakistan. F15P, name this Asian nation, currently ruled by the Taliban.

ANSWER:  Afghanistan
History -- Springtime for China Divided into the Spring and Autumn periods, this Chinese dynasty lasted 900 years and saw the production of The Five Classics. F15P, Name this dynasty founded by King Wen.

ANSWER:  Chou [Pronounced “Cho’” as in “Chosen”]

Literature -- Heh. Heh. Fire. Based on the 1950 burning of a Kyoto temple, it tells the story of Mizoguchi, a hopeless stutterer and Buddhist acolyte who goes crazy and commits arson.  F15P, name this novel by Hiroaka Kimitake, who was usually known by the pseudonym, Yukio Mishima.

ANSWER:  The Temple of the Golden Pavilion  [Accept Kinkakuji]

ANSWER:  Myelin Sheath

Religion -- Post-Vatican II Arcane Rituals This religion was invented by Gerald Gardner who fabricated a secret group of pagans on the Isle of Man.  He got some of his ideas from the Margaret Murray, an archaelogist who had hypothesized on ancient magic ceremonies.  Regardless, some today claim that it’s the world’s oldest religion even though it was created about 50 years ago. F15P, name this goddess-centered religion.

ANSWER:  Wicca
Fine Arts -- Sometimes I Feel like I Need a Vacation Part of the artist's ~Frieze of Life~ series, fellow artist Christian Skredsvig descrvibed the artist's intent as 'to paint the memories of a sunset, red as blood...no, it was coagulated blood...He longs for the impossible and has despair as to his religion, I thought, but I advised him to paint it."  For 15 points--the result was what painting of a despairing figure on a bridge, executed by Edvard Munch.

answer: The Scream (or The Cry)

American History -- You Go, Girl This preacher’s daughter wrote many personal letters to her future husband, a lawyer from Braintree, Massachusetts.  Besides writing as well to Mercy Otis Warren, she wrote in a famous letter to her husband that freedom for women should be granted following the American Revolution. F15P, name this First Lady.

ANSWER:  Abigail Adams
Stretch Rounds: Tossups

1. Demosthenes gave a famous series of orations against his father, while he was famous for his horsemanship in controlling his steed, Bucephelas.  When confronted with an intricate knot which no one had been able to untie, he simply chopped through it with his sword.  FTP, name this great conqueror of the ancient world and son of Philip II of Macedon.

ANSWER:  Alexander the Great or Alexander III
2. Longfellow’s poem, Evangeline, tells the sad tale of this American community, which suffers from a high incidence of congenital diseases.  Many of them moved to Louisiana in the 1750’s.  FTP, name these French Catholic settlers of eastern Canada who were forcibly relocated by the British.

ANSWER:  Acadians
3. Referenced frequently in Blake’s “Marriage of Heaven and Hell,” this work is credited with the inspiration of such religious pieces as Haydn's Oratorio " The creation" and John Keat's "Endymion". It is an epic poem in blank verse, first issued in the year 1667 in ten separate books. FTP, name this most famous work of Puritan John Milton.
Ans: Paradise Lost
4. After a failed stint as a mime, he began his musical career as a saxophonist.  Once part of Davie Jones and the King Bees, it was such songs as “Heroes” and “Space Oddity” which made his name.  FTP, name this artist, with alter ego Ziggy Stardust, singer of such tunes as “Fame” and “Young Americans.”

ANSWER:  David Bowie
5. Usually placed in the family Hydrochoeridae (hydro-ko-er-I-day), it is sometimes placed with the cavy and guinea pig in the family Caviidae (cav-e-e-day). It belongs to two species, one of which may grow to 50 inches long and weigh 110 pounds or more. Both species are vegetarian, sparsely haired, brownish, with blunt snouts, short legs, small ears, and almost no tail. FTP, identify this South American rodent, the largest known on earth.

Answer: capybara
6. He is currently chained to a rock from which poison drips down.  His wife, Siguna, catches the poison in a cup, but when she goes to dump its contents, the venom drips on his face painfully and he causes earthquakes with his writhing.  FTP, name this Norse spirit of strife who caused the death of Baldur.

ANSWER:  Loki
7. He has a degree from North Hennepin Community College and was once a member of the Underwater Demolition Team, not the Navy Seals.  FTP, name the former mayor of Brooklyn Park and known for once wearing a pink boa, the Reform Party governor of Minnesota.

ANSWER:  Jesse Ventura  [Accept James George Janos]

8. Although eventually destroyed by Morocco, the empire reached the height of its power under Muhammed of the Askia dynasty.  Founded by Sunni Ali, Timbuktoo was its capital.  FTP, name this African empire which succeeded the Mali.

ANSWER:  Songhai
Stretch Round: Bonuses

1. Name the authors of the following works of psychology, 10 points each.

A. Man’s Search for Meaning
ANSWER:  Viktor Frankl
B. On Death and Dying

ANSWER:  Elizabeth Kubler-Ross

c. The Interpretation of Dreams
ANSWER:  Sigmund Freud
2. Answer the following concerning a Thackeray novel.  Ten points each.

A. One of the two major female characters is trendy and spunky and tries to marry people like Joseph Sedley for his money.  By the end of the novel she has reached a level of maturity.

ANSWER:  Becky Sharp [Accept either name]

B. The other protagonist is Joseph’s sister and eventually she marries William Dobbin after her first husband dies at Waterloo.

ANSWER:  Amelia Sedley

C. Name the novel.

ANSWER:  Vanity Fair
3. Identify the jazz musician from am album.

A. Straight No Chaser
ANSWER:  Thelonius Monk
B. Kind of Blue
ANSWER:  Miles Davis
C. The Bird
ANSWER:  Charlie Parker
4. Answer these questions concerning the geography of Middle Earth according to the The Hobbit.  10 points each.

A. This is the town where Bilbo Baggins is from.

ANSWER:  Hobbiton
B. Name the valley where Elrond dwells.

ANSWER:  Rivendell
C. Name the mountain where Smaug and his gold reside.

ANSWER:  The Lonely Mountain

5. Answer these questions concerning a poem, 15 points each.

A. It opens, “She sang beyond the genius of the sea” and asks, “Whose spirit is this?”  It talks about “the glassy lights” of fishing boats and the nature of the internalized self against the world.  Name the poem.

         ANSWER:  The Idea of Order at Key West
B. Who wrote The Idea of Order at Key West, as well as Peter Quince at the Clavier and The Emperor of Ice Cream?

ANSWER:  Wallace Stevens
6. Answer these questions concerning Islam, 10 points each.

A. Name the principal holy city of Islam.

ANSWER:  Mecca
B. What is the term for Mohammed’s flight from Mecca to Medina in 622 C.E.?

ANSWER:  Hegira or hajj
C. What term refers to Muslim tradition which is contained in such compilations as the Hadith?

ANSWER:  Sunna
7. Answer the following, 10 points each.

A. Perhaps the most famous church in Christendom, construction began on it in Rome in 1506 under Pope Julius II.  Name this architectural marvel.

ANSWER:  St. Peter’s Basilica

B. Name the first architect on the project.

ANSWER:  Bramante
C. Name the architect who completed the building.

ANSWER:  Bernini
8. Answer the following science questions, 10 points each.

A. Name the type of sub-atomic particle which has an odd-half-integer spin.

ANSWER:  Fermion
c. This property is the quantum number which distinguishes one quark or lepton from other quark or lepton types.  It also can be used in reference to food.

ANSWER:  Flavor
b. While subatomic particles are smaller than wavelengths of visible light, this term is used to describe a three-polar charge characteristic of the strong nuclear force.

A: color
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