Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #19

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell and Adam Fine are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
What is the name of the swamp which is a major part of the geography of southeastern Virginia?

ANSWER: GREAT DISMAL Swamp

2.
Also known as polyethylene, what is the name of the polymer which is made by linking ethylene molecules together?

ANSWER: VINYL
3.  
The term is derived from the man who offered money to the Apostles in exchange for the power of the Holy Ghost.  What Christian sin, involving the buying and selling of sacred objects or offices, was first condemned in AD 451?

ANSWER:  SIMONY
4.
Who is the author of the alternate history classic, The Guns of the South?

ANSWER: Harry TURTLEDOVE
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the equation 3X + 5Y = 13 in slope-intercept form?

ANSWER: Y EQUALS NEGATIVE 3/5 X PLUS 13/5
6.
On April 12, 1977, this Watergate co-conspirator had his jail term commuted from 20 to 8 years. He was finally paroled on September 7. Who is this man that then entered acting, and finally landed a midday radio talk show?

ANSWER: G. Gordon LIDDY
7.  
The Mimic Men, In a Free State, and A Bend in the River were all written by what native of Trinidad, knighted in 1990, eleven years before he won the Nobel Prize in Literature?

ANSWER:  V.S. NAIPAUL
8.
On October 17, this California city’s council voted 5-4 to call for an end to the war in Afghanistan. What is this city, known for its liberalism, the home of the main campus of the University of California?

ANSWER: BERKELEY
9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the other endpoint of the line segment with one end at (3,4) and a midpoint at (2,7½)? 

ANSWER: (1,11)
10.  
The Yerkes Regional Center in Atlanta is commonly known by this name, where scientists conduct research into primate communication and language.  Thousands of primates are kept at what location, sharing its name with the home of Cornelius and Dr. Zaius?

ANSWER:  APE CITY
11.
Her final book, The Final Days: A Behind the Scenes Look at the Last, Desperate Abuses of Power by the Clinton White House, outlined the pardon scandals. Who is this woman who died in the Pentagon plane crash on September 11?

ANSWER: Barbara OLSON
12.
Who was the democratically elected Communist that was overthrown in the 1973 coup that place Augusto Pinochet in power?

ANSWER: Salvador ALLENDE Gossens

13.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of the complex numbers 5 plus 2i and 7 minus 3i?

ANSWER: 41 MINUS i
14.
What name is given to the upward force exerted by a fluid on a submerged or floating object?

ANSWER: BUOYANT force or BUOYANCY 

15.  
Caspar David Friedrich, Theodore Gericault (zher-ih-COH), Joseph Turner, and Eugene Delacroix (deh-la-QUA) were all masters of what art style, which reacted against the rigidity and restraint of Neoclassicism by stressing passion and nostalgia?

ANSWER:  ROMANTICISM
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
No two electrons in an atom can have the same four quantum numbers. This is a restatement of whose “Exclusion Principle?”

ANSWER: PAULI
1B.  
Which Medieval Latin verse, including love and drinking songs, was transformed into a famous cantata by Carl Orff?

ANSWER:  “CARMINA BURANA”
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many radians are in 30 degrees?

ANSWER: 1/6 PI
2B.
Cadillac Jack, The Last Picture Show, Terms of Endearment and Lonesome Dove are all novels written by what Texas novelist?

ANSWER: Larry McMURTRY
3A.  
The ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus believed that what fundamental element accounted for all change and motion in the world, a position of which Beavis and Butt-Head would certainly have approved?

ANSWER:  FIRE
3B.
What Founding Father was the author of the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom?

ANSWER: Thomas JEFFERSON
4A.
In addition to remembering the Alamo, what other battle was remembered at San Jacinto, where 300 Texans were massacred by Santa Anna despite his generals’ objections?

ANSWER: GOLIAD
4B.  
James Lovelock first elaborated what theory that the Earth’s inanimate objects and living organisms function as one giant life form?

ANSWER:  GAIA HYPOTHESIS
5A.
In English, what is the third person plural possessive pronoun?

ANSWER: THEIRS
5B.
In Perl, what character begins all variable names?

ANSWER: DOLLAR SIGN
6A.
What name is shared by an opening that controls the amount of light passing through a lens, or the muscle in the middle of the body whose involuntary contractions cause hiccups?

ANSWER: DIAPHRAGM
6B.
Recently, he has demanded that the US declassify some of its evidence against Osama bin Laden’s involvement in the September 11 attacks, saying the country could be truly united against a common enemy. Who is this man, the leader of the Nation of Islam?

ANSWER: Louis FARRAKHAN
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many minutes are in a fortnight?

ANSWER: 20,160 (24 * 60 * 14)

7B.
What six-letter word starting with “F” means of, pertaining to, or befitting a son or daughter, such as in duty or obedience?

ANSWER: FILIAL
8A.  
Named after the twenty-eighth President of the United States, what folk singer wrote “dustbowl ballads” such as “Deportees” and “This Land is Your Land?”

ANSWER:  Woody GUTHRIE
8B.
Who was the Babylonian king that in 586 BC, destroyed Jerusalem and took the Jewish people into captivity?

ANSWER: NEBUCHADNEZZAR
9A.
Who was the last Queen of the Hawaiian Islands?

ANSWER: LILIUOKALANI
9B.
A permanganate ion contains four oxygen atom and an atom of what element whose chemical symbol is Mn?

ANSWER: MANGANESE
10A.  
Poets Tu Fu and Li Po both wrote during which Chinese dynasty that fell in 907?

ANSWER:  TANG Dynasty

10B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the surface area of a rectangular solid that is 3 inches by 6 inches by 8 inches?

ANSWER: 192 SQUARE INCHES
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the measure of each of the angles of a regular 14-sided polygon, rounded to the nearest whole degree?

ANSWER: 154 degrees

2.
Alexa McDonough is the leader of what left-wing Canadian party?

ANSWER: NEW DEMOCRATIC Party 

3.
Someone who is extremely observant is said to be (BLANK)-eyed, where the blank is the name of what 100-eyed Titan?

ANSWER: ARGUS
4.  
The leaves of the sweet bay and poet’s varieties are used as food.  A European evergreen tree with black berries and yellow flowers, which plant was used in antiquity to make wreaths for triumphant athletes?

ANSWER:  LAUREL  

5.  
In photography, what name is given to the opening in a camera that allows light to pass through a lens and strike the film?

ANSWER:  APERTURE
6.  
In the latest version, you can now touch him in five spots – both his feet, under his arms, and his tummy – to make him giggle, and one of those spots makes him shake hysterically.  What is this children’s toy, based on a Sesame Street character, first released in 1996?

ANSWER:  TICKLE ME ELMO Surprise

7.
What adjective describes a function where f(x) equals f(-x)?

ANSWER: EVEN
8.  
What name is given to the structure in the embryo of a seed plant that may form a leaf after germination, and whose single or double presence determines further classification of angiosperms?

ANSWER:  COTYLEDON
9.
Cancer Ward, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich and The Gulag Archipelago are all works by what Soviet writer now living in the US?

ANSWER: Alexander SOLZHENITSYN
10.
After orchestrating the murder of her husband Peter III in 1763, what Russian czarina ruled until her death in 1796?

ANSWER: CATHERINE II or CATHERINE THE GREAT (Ekaterina is the Russian version)

11.  
Ammonium, Lebadea, Epidaurus, Dodona, and Delphi were all what type of sites, where gods, through priests, would give cryptic ANSWERs to important ANSWERs?

ANSWER:  ORACLES
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the result when the polynomial 4x squared plus 6x is divided by the monomial 2x?

ANSWER: 2X PLUS 3
13.  
Prior to the Industrial Revolution, it was carried out by hand, using a flail during the winter.  Now done by combine harvesters, what mechanical process separates cereal grains from the plant?

ANSWER:  THRESHING
14.  
In what satirical romance written in the second century CE by Apuleius does the narrator, Lucius, intend to steal a potion from a sorceress that turns him into an owl, but instead takes a potion that turns him into a donkey?

ANSWER:  The GOLDEN ASS
15.
What adjective is used to describe a variable that can take on only one of a certain number of possible values, and no other value, such as gender or marital status?

ANSWER: DISCRETE
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

Alex Winter and Keanu Reeves played what two teenage slackers who achieve “excellent” world peace as the band Wild Stallyns?

ANSWER:  BILL AND TED
Joan of Arc’s most significant victory was lifting the English siege of what city in 1429?

ANSWER: ORLEANS (or-lay-AWN)

Called the tenth Muse by classical writers, what Greek poet was known for her lines about female eroticism based on experiences at her home of Lesbos?

ANSWER:  SAPPHO
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A man bought 10,000 shares of expiredfood.com in 1999 at the height of the dot-com boom for $25 each. The shares were liquidated in a bankruptcy proceeding three months ago for 24 cents each. How much money did the man lose?

ANSWER: $247,600
Plants produce this substance made out of thousands of rings of carbon atoms in a chain, in order to strengthen their tissues.  Enzymes have difficulty breaking down what essential component of wood, making wood digestible only to some fungi and bacteria?

ANSWER:  LIGNIN
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


