Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #22

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
It got its name because it stood on the southeast corner of the Forum next to a huge statue of Nero.  Dedicated by Titus as the Flavian Amphitheater in AD 80, what ovular Roman building served as a venue for violent entertainment?


ANSWER:  The COLOSSEUM
2.  
In genetics, what is the term for an offspring of parents from two different species, or from parents with differing genetic traits?

ANSWER:  HYBRID
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the measure of an exterior angle of a regular 25-gon?

ANSWER: 14.4 degrees

4.
In the Missouri Compromise, what line of parallel served as the boundary between future slave and free states?

ANSWER: 36 DEGREES, 30 MINUTES latitude

5.
Who is the author and illustrator of the children’s short story “Where the Wild Things Are”?

ANSWER: Maurice SENDAK
6.
What name is given to the movement of energy without accompanying matter, examples of which include sound and light?

ANSWER: WAVE
7.  
In this work, the narrator learns to respect all of God’s creatures after he kills an albatross but is forbidden from returning home until he repents for his sin.  What is the name of this poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge?

ANSWER:  “The RIME OF THE ANCIENT MARINER”

8.  
It appears both in Chapter 6 of Matthew and in shorter form in Chapter 11 of Luke.  Known in Latin as the Pater Noster, what prayer was taught directly by Jesus Christ to his disciples?

ANSWER:  The LORD’S PRAYER
9.
While robbery is used to describe a theft using violent means to steal another’s property, what term is used to describe a theft which doesn’t use violent means to steal another’s property?

ANSWER: LARCENY
10.
What does the acronym TCP, as in TCP/IP, stand for?

ANSWER: TRANSFER CONTROL PROTOCOL
11. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For what value of x does the equation x squared minus 12x minus 1 have a minimum value?

ANSWER: x = 6  

12.
What Interstate connects I-81 to the Capitol Beltway?

ANSWER: Interstate 66
13.  
His 1906 painting The Song of the Volga predates his switch from representational art.  By 1912, as expounded in his study “Concerning the Spiritual in Art,” who had moved toward abstract art by founding Der Blaue Reiter with Franz Marc?

ANSWER:  Wassily KANDINSKY
14.
This four-letter word refers to a cloth having a coarse long nap, especially in reference to a carpet. It also refers to the drill of chasing and catching fly balls during baseball practice. What is this word made most familiar by Austin Powers?

ANSWER: SHAG
15.  
Caused by a filovirus, it was first discovered in monkeys in 1976 in Zaire.  What deadly viral disease has seen three outbreaks in Africa since then?

ANSWER:  EBOLA fever

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
The main character of The Last of the Mohiecans is what explorer, also called Hawkeye?

ANSWER: NATTY BUMPPO
1B. 
On most Saturdays since 1976, someone on NBC has uttered what seven-word phrase at about 11:35 PM?

ANSWER: LIVE FROM NEW YORK, IT’S SATURDAY NIGHT!
2A.  
What nymph kept Odysseus occupied for seven years until he longed for home, at which time Zeus commanded her to help the hero build a raft?

ANSWER:  CALYPSO  

2B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the surface area of a rectangular prism with sides 3, 5, and 11?

ANSWER: 206
3A.  
Speleology is the study of what natural cavities in rock, where stalagmites and stalactites can be found?

ANSWER:  CAVES
3B.  
What prominent British playwright wrote “Salome,” “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” and “The Importance of Being Earnest?”

ANSWER:  Oscar WILDE
4A.   
The eccentricity of an ellipse is greater than zero and less than what other number?

ANSWER:  1
4B.
What French leader was captured at the 1870 Battle of Sedan?

ANSWER: NAPOLEON III
5A.
In 1871, the Great Chicago fire was allegedly started by a cow belonging to what woman kicking over a kerosene lamp?

ANSWER: (Mrs.) Catherine O’LEARY
5B.  
The complete combustion of a molecule of glucose to carbon dioxide and water produces how many molecules of ATP?

ANSWER:  36 molecules

6A.
What word is the implicit subject of most sentences whose verb is in the imperative mood?

ANSWER: YOU
6B.
A Virginia law limiting the amount of land a church can own is being challenged by the unlikely alliance of the ACLU and what Baptist preacher long associated with Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg?

ANSWER: Jerry FALWELL
7A.
On Friday, November 30, Seattle police arrested Gary Ridgway on suspicion of being what famous serial murderer that killed over 40 women in and around Seattle, Washington?

ANSWER: GREEN RIVER Killer

7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the volume of a cylinder with base radius 4 and height 11?

ANSWER: 176pi cubic inches

8A.
What adjective describes a solution which holds more of a solute than the solvent should be able to hold at a given temperature?

ANSWER: SUPERSATURATED
8B.  
Proving that he has grown into a great monarch from the lackadaisical Prince Hal, what title character of a Shakespeare play both woos the French princess Katherine and inspires his troops to win the battle of Agincourt?

ANSWER:  HENRY V
9A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  A circle with diameter 12 has a sector of 90 degrees cut out from it.  What is the area of the bigger piece?

ANSWER: 27pi
9B.
Who was the leader of the Solidarity labor union that helped bring about an end to Communist rule in Poland?

ANSWER: Lech WALESA
10A.
Who is the Scottish economist that wrote the classic, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, a book best known simply as The Wealth of Nations?

ANSWER: Adam SMITH
10B.
What area of physics deals with the relations between heat and other types of energy?

ANSWER: THERMODYNAMICS
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
In The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, who is Tom’s half-brother that his Aunt Polly is trying to raise along with Tom?

ANSWER: SID
2.
What prince of Novgorod was known as “Nevski” for his rout of Swedish forces on the banks of the Neva River?

ANSWER: ALEXANDER
3.  
Also called the Principle of Parsimony, what logical principle developed by a fourteenth-century English theologian states that a person should explain something using the fewest assumptions possible?

ANSWER:  OCCAM’S RAZOR
4.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the slope of the line perpendicular to the line 4x + 3y = 21?

ANSWER:  ¾ (three-fourths)

5.
What is the formula of ammonia?

ANSWER: NH3
6.  
When vegetation casts shade over other forms of vegetation that grow beneath it, what name is given to the shade-casting plants, also naming the overhanging cover of a bed?

ANSWER:  CANOPY vegetation

7.
Hiram and Pygmalion were two kings of what Biblical city?

ANSWER: TYRE
8.
What is the French translation of the English word “welcome?”

ANSWER: BIENVENU (bee-en-VEN-ew)

9. 
Jim Carrey plays an amnesiac convinced by a small town that he is a lost son returning from the war in what film released in December 2001?

ANSWER: THE MAJESTIC
10.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What are the coordinate locations of the two foci of the ellipse one-ninth x squared plus one-fourth y squared equals one?

ANSWER:  (-√5,0) and (√5, 0) (negative square root of five, zero; and square root of five, zero)

11.  
His grandfather and father were both musicians in the service of Bonn elector-princes.  while studying with Haydn, who wrote the ballet “The Creatures of Prometheus” as well as his first of nine symphonies, well before deafness began to plague him?

ANSWER:  Ludwig van BEETHOVEN (BAY-toe-ven) 

12.
Within five years, in what year did the Salem witch trials occur?

ANSWER: 1687 to 1697 (they occurred in 1692)

13.
A French cabinet minister has stolen a letter from a noblewoman he is now blackmailing. The chief of Parisian police approaches C. Auguste Dupin with this problem, and in a month, Dupin is able to produce the letter. This is a summary of what short story by Edgar Allan Poe?

ANSWER: The PURLOINED LETTER
14. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Parallel lines AX and BY are cut by line CZ at points D and E, respectively.  If angle ADC is 55 degrees, what is angle YEC?

ANSWER: 125 degrees

15.
What is the five-letter abbreviation for the organization whose naming standards determines how organic compounds are named?

ANSWER: IUPAC (Internation Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry)

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.
In 1984, the AFL-CIO endorsed a Presidential candidate for the first time, endorsing what Democratic opponent to Ronald Reagan?

ANSWER: Walter MONDALE
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  In the parabola y = 3x² + 18x – 21, at what coordinate point can you find the vertex?

ANSWER:  (-3, -48)
3.  
Which prose satire was a reaction against materialist philosophy found in Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan, as Jonathan Swift compared the older work to a whale that must be distracted from the ship by throwing the title object at it?

ANSWER:  A TALE OF A TUB
4.  
During it, short microtubules radiate out from centrioles located in the centrosomes.  The nucleolus disappears, and the centrosomes migrate to opposite sides of the nucleus in what first phase of mitosis?

ANSWER:  PROPHASE
5.  
Featuring the accompaniment of live artillery, and composed sixty-eight years after the event occurred, what lively work by Tchaikovsky pays homage to the Russian victory over Napoleon in a specific year?

ANSWER:  “1812 OVERTURE”
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


