Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #27

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1  
When this symphony premiered in 1824, one of the soloists had to turn its composer/conductor around so that he could see the applause it received.  What final symphony of Ludwig van Beethoven ends with the “Ode to Joy”?

ANSWER:  CHORAL Symphony (or NINTH Symphony)

2.  
Its author composed the poem in 1797 after having an opium-induced dream.  Which masterpiece by Samuel Taylor Coleridge discusses the city of Xanadu and a Mongol emperor?

ANSWER:  “KUBLA KHAN”
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the angle measurement of each angle in a regular polygon with 24 sides?

ANSWER: 165 degrees

4.
What name is shared by the parts of an atom other than valence electrons, or by the heart of a UNIX operating system?

ANSWER: KERNEL
5.
What President granted full amnesty to Vietnam draft evaders if they had not participated in violent acts?

ANSWER: Jimmy CARTER
6.  
Based on Plutarch’s Parallel Lives, in which Shakespeare play does the title character get ritually murdered by Cassius, Brutus, and others?

ANSWER:  JULIUS CAESAR
7.
What is the DOS equivalent of the UNIX command ls?

ANSWER: DIR
8.
It was made in 1753 and displayed in the Pennsylvania State House, and was damaged in 1835 and again in 1846. Despite nearly being sold for scrap, it is today a popular tourist attraction. What is this item which marked the Declaration of Independence by being rung?

ANSWER: LIBERTY BELL
9.  
His theories about blood and nerves served as medical gospel until Vesalius and Harvey amended them almost 1500 years later.  What ancient Greek physician, despite only being able to dissect animals, made great progess in the study of human anatomy?

ANSWER:  GALEN
10. 
Although "My Generation" was first made famous by the Who and "My Way" was originally by Sinatra, both appear on what album released in 2000 by Limp Bizkit?

ANSWER: CHOCOLATE STARFISH (and the Hot Dog Flavored Water)

11.  
Both two by two matrices and arithmetic numbers carry what simple law of addition that states “a + b = b + a”?

ANSWER:  COMMUTATIVE law of addition  

12.  
Its title alluded to the diminished number of songbirds due to the use of DDT.  Using case histories to condemn usage of pesticides and weed killers, what 1962 book by Rachel Carson sparked the ecological movement?

ANSWER:  SILENT SPRING
13.
Ian Smith was the Prime Minister of what African country which is today ruled by Robert Mugabe and is called Zimbabwe?

ANSWER: RHODESIA (accept Zimbabwe before it is said in the question)

14.
What six-letter word starting with “R” means to go back on a promise or commitment?

ANSWER: RENEGE
15.
The Holy Land Foundation, a Texas charity, is suspected for being a front for what major Palestinian terrorist group which has challenged Yassir Arafat in open elections for control of the Palestinian Authority?

ANSWER: HAMAS
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
Who is the Pashtun leader selected in December to lead an interim Afghan government?

ANSWER: Hamid KARZAI
1B.
What is the last name shared by the father-son pair of preachers Increase and Cotton?

ANSWER: MATHER
2A.
Who was the Austrian diplomat that was able to maintain peace and order in Europe between 1815 and 1845?

ANSWER: Prince Klemens von METTERNICH
2B.
Robert E. Lee defeated what Union general at the battle of Second Manassas?

ANSWER: John POPE
3A.  
What theorem states that a polynomial equation of any degree “n” may be broken down into a product of factors?

ANSWER:  FUNDAMENTAL THEOREM OF ALGEBRA
3B. 
Before moving to Raleigh, what name was the NHL franchise now called the Carolina Hurricanes known as?

ANSWER: HARTFORD WHALERS
4A.
Of the four electron shells, what is the last shell to have its electrons filled on an energy level?

ANSWER: f
4B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many digits are in 10! (10 factoral)?

ANSWER: 7 (the number is 3628800)

5A.
Who wrote the novel Sister Carrie?

ANSWER: Theodore DREISER
5B.
What is the measure of the internal friction of a liquid, or, in layman’s terms, how “fast” the liquid flows?

ANSWER: VISCOSITY
6A.
A man rushing past security guards was able to shut down Hartsfield International Airport for several hours. What city does Hartsfield International Airport serve?

ANSWER: ATLANTA
6B.
What is the third person plural present indicative form of the Spanish verb ser?

ANSWER: SON
7A.
What name is given to the amount paid upon purchase to make up the difference between the purchase price and the amount put under mortgage?

ANSWER: DOWN PAYMENT
7B.
In his Philipics, what Greek orator called on the Greeks to resist the oncoming Macedonians?

ANSWER: DEMOSTHENES
8A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the slope of the line represented by the equation x + 6y = -8?

ANSWER:  -1/6 (negative one-sixth)

8B.  
The French post-impressionist Paul Gauguin (go-GAN) spent the last dozen years of his life on which Pacific island, where he rendered a lot of paintings of native women?

ANSWER:  TAHITI
9A.
What adjective describes the ion of a solute with a water molecule attached to it?

ANSWER: HYDRATED
9B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the area of a triangle with connected sides of 8 and 11 and included angle of 45 degrees?

ANSWER: 22*sqrt(2)
10A.
The Sirens of Titan, Player Piano and Cat’s Cradle are all novels by what science-fiction author?

ANSWER: Kurt VONNEGUT
10B.  
Paper is an impure form of which complex carbohydrate that forms most of the cell walls of plants?

ANSWER:  CELLULOSE
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
A farmer farms his land for 20 years, and pays property taxes on it. If another person comes and claims that he has title to the land in question, by what type of “possession” can the farmer retain title to the land?

ANSWER: ADVERSE possession

2. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  If the sin of angle A is 7/25, what is the sin of an angle measuring twice angle A?

ANSWER: 336/625
3.  
Based on a Heinrich Heine (HIGH-nuh) legend, it tells the story of a man doomed to wander the seas in the title ship until a woman’s love saves him.  What is this 1843 opera by Richard (REE-card) Wagner (VAHG-ner)?

ANSWER:  “The FLYING DUTCHMAN”

4.  
Their partnership began in 1606, and during Shakespeare’s time, this pair of dramatists was even more popular than he was.  What duo penned “The Womanhater” and “The Coxcomb?”

ANSWER:  BEAUMONT AND FLETCHER (first names Francis and John)

5.  
Any organism that has one or more cells that contain membrane-bound organelles and nuclei separate from the plasma membrane is known as what, a type that developed in Pre-Cambrian times from prokaryotes?

ANSWER:  EUKARYOTE (or EUKARYOTIC)

6.
What name is given to the point where light rays bent by a mirror or lens join together?

ANSWER: FOCUS or FOCAL POINT
7.  
In 1803 Thomas Bruce took a frieze by Phidias and a caryatid, among other pieces, from the Acropolis.  What is the common name for these marble sculptures that now reside in the British Museum, denoting Bruce’s status as the seventh earl?

ANSWER:  ELGIN Marbles

8.
In 976, this kingdom was given to the House of Babenberg, and in 1282 it was conquered by Rudolf I of the House of Hapsburg. What is this country which was the center of Hapsburg power until 1918, and is today a neutral republic a fraction of its pre-World War I size?

ANSWER: AUSTRIA
9.
This word alternately describes a group of highly esteemed people, a temple devoted to all the gods, such as the one in Rome, or the collective gods of a civilization. What is this word which comes from the Greek words for “all gods?”

ANSWER: PANTHEON
10. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the cosine of the largest angle of a right triangle with sides of 5, 12 and13?

ANSWER: ZERO (cosine of 90 degrees is 0)

11.
Who is the author of the novel Main Street?

ANSWER: Sinclair LEWIS
12.
A 1911 fire at what New York textile plant killed 146 people, eventually leading to reforms in the textile industry and galvanizing the labor union movement?

ANSWER: TRIANGLE Shirtwaist Factory

13.  
Zeus slept with his aunt, the Titaness Mnemosyne (neh-MOS-in-ee), for nine nights, allowing her to give birth to what nine goddesses that inspired the arts?

ANSWER:  MUSES
14.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the value of y in the equation system x + 1 = 3 and 4x + 3y = 17?

ANSWER:  y = 3
15.  
The Red Data Book is a compilation of all plants and animals with what status, the last step before extinction?

ANSWER:  ENDANGERED species

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.
Colombia lies to the south of Panama. What other Central American nation lies to the north of Panama?

ANSWER: COSTA RICA
2.  
It consists of seventy-eight cards, broken into the Major Arcana, with pictures and titles, and the Minor Arcana, with four suits:  pentacles, cups, wands, and swords.  What kind of deck of cards is used as a fortune-telling tool?

ANSWER:  TAROT (TAIR-oh) deck

3.  
In what type of drama, popular in both ancient Greece and in modern times, does the protagonist, due to some fatal flaw, meet an unhappy demise?

ANSWER:  TRAGEDY 

4. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Triangle ABC is similar to Triangle DEF, in that order.  Side AB is 30 inches, side DE is 9 inches, and side BC is 55 inches.  How long is side EF?

ANSWER: 16.5 inches

5.  
Since fish hatch as self-feeding embryos, they have much less of this in their eggs than do birds and snakes.  Which part of an egg supplies nutrition to the embryo and in chickens is yellow?

ANSWER:  YOLK
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


