Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #29

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
Karl Rossman is the naïve protagonist of what novel by Austrian author Franz Kafka, whose name is similar to that of the country where this question is being read?

ANSWER:  AMERIKA
2.  
Sometimes the two types of them grow on different trees, while other times both types grow on the same tree.  Smaller ones produce pollen, while larger ones produce seeds.  What are these reproductive structures of certain evergreen trees?

ANSWER:  CONES
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the square of the length of the hypotenuse of a right triangle with sides 10 and 7?

ANSWER: 149
4.  
Who composed both “Egdon Heath” and “The Planets”?

ANSWER:  Gustav HOLST
5.
In 49 BC, Julius Caesar crossed what River, plunging the Roman Republic into civil war?

ANSWER: RUBICON
6.
What two French words, when hyphenated, means self-styled or so-called, and literally means, in French, “so said”?

ANSWER: SOI-DISANT (swah-DEE-zont)

7.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What are the two values of x and y that solve these two equations:  3x + 2y = 12 and 2x + 4y = 8?

ANSWER:  x = 4; y = 0

8.  
Grafting or budding is used to increase production of this tree of species Malus sylvestris.  It may take up to eight years to produce a commercial fruit crop from which tree, whose fruit varieties include Rome Beauty and Red Delicious?

ANSWER:  APPLE tree

9.
He lived at Gunston Hall in Fairfax County. He did not serve much at the national level during the Revolution, preferring to influence events at the state level. He did agree to serve at the Constitutional Convention in 1787, but was disappointed when his proposal for a Bill of Rights was turned down. Who is this man whose Bill of Rights was eventually adopted, and who has a university in Fairfax County named for him?

ANSWER: George MASON
10.
What state’s assisted suicide law was effectively overturned in November by a ruling from the Attorney General’s office?

ANSWER: OREGON
11.
Who is the Domincan monk that assumed control of the Spanish Inquisition in 1483, raising the level of cruelty, and who was largely responsible for the 1492 expulsion of Jews from Spain?

ANSWER: Tomas de TORQUEMADA
12.
What principle in physics states that the pressure in a fluid decreases as its speed increases?

ANSWER: BERNOULLI’S principle

13.
Who, according to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, continued to defiantly wave an American flag as Confederate troops marched through Frederick, Maryland?

ANSWER: BARBARA FRITCHIE
14. 
What former Yugoslav national athlete has since defected to the United States, been in a car accident, been assaulted on-court, and has become famous for starting the trend of being really loud during a tennis match?

ANSWER: Monica SELES
15. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is A cross B if A equals 3I+5J-2K and B equals 0I-2J+1K?

ANSWER: -1I-3J-6K
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the geometric mean of 36 and 64?

ANSWER: 48
1B.
Among the currencies that will be made obsolete by the euro is the peseta. The peseta is the currency of what European country?

ANSWER: SPAIN
2A.
What verb attribute comes in an active and passive form?

ANSWER: VOICE
2B.  
Pedrolino, Columbine, and Harlequin were all stock characters of what dramatic form developed in Italy in the mid-sixteenth century?

ANSWER:  COMMEDIA DELL’ARTE
3A.
What family is associated with the great wealth of the Standard Oil Company?

ANSWER: ROCKEFELLER
3B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What are the two values of x that solve the quadratic equation x² + 6x – 7 = 0?

ANSWER:  x = -7 and x = 1
4A.
What meteor shower in November was the largest in 35 years?

ANSWER: LEONIDs

4B.
What two elements form the common corrosion known as rust?

ANSWER: OXYGEN and IRON
5A.
Using the most common isotopes, what is the molar mass of carbon monoxide?

ANSWER: 28
5B.
What treaty’s signing in 1848 ended the Mexican War?

ANSWER: GUADALUPE HIDALGO
6A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Using Heron's formula, what is the area of a triangle with sides 5, 7, and 8?

ANSWER: 10*sqrt(3)
6B.  
According to Roman legend, what animal nursed Romulus and Remus when they washed ashore from the Tiber?

ANSWER:  SHE-WOLF (accept WOLF)

7A.
Who wrote the series of four short stories known as The Red Pony?

ANSWER: John STEINBECK
7B.
Who is the creator of the corpulent detective Nero Wolfe?

ANSWER: Rex STOUT
8A.
What West Virginia city is the largest city in its Northern Panhandle?

ANSWER: WHEELING
8B.
What keystroke combination is used in Windows to close out any program window?

ANSWER: ALT and F4
9A. 
What Grammy Award-winning song was inspired by the singer's loss of his 3-year-old son in a city accident and renewed the career of triple Hall-of-Famer Eric Clapton?

ANSWER: TEARS IN HEAVEN
9B.
What name is given to the cone shaped wave that occurs when an object travels faster than the waves surrounding it, an example of which includes a sonic boom?

ANSWER: SHOCK WAVE
10A.  
All of the petals of a flower together form what part of the flower that immediately surrounds the reproductive organs, and shares its name with a model of Toyota?

ANSWER:  COROLLA
10B.
What name is shared by a delicious lobster recipe and the month of the French revolutionary calendar that saw the downfall of Robespierre?

ANSWER: THERMIDOR
Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
All coal beds originated from this substance, found in bayous and estuaries.  Used as a fuel in European countries when cut into blocks, what name is given to organic plant deposits, particularly sphagnum mosses, that have not completely decomposed?

ANSWER:  PEAT

2.  
Subsets, represented by circles, are drawn inside the Universe, represented by a rectangle, in what picture that shows relationships among sets?

ANSWER:  VENN DIAGRAMS
3.
What term is given to the group of individuals chosen by the shareholders of a corporation to administer the affairs of the corporation?

ANSWER: BOARD OF DIRECTORS
4.  
He was born in Crete, to which he paid tribute in the novel Freedom and Death, a story of a freedom fighter in Crete’s struggle against the Turks.  Which Greek author also wrote The Last Temptation of Christ and Zorba the Greek?

ANSWER:  Nikos KAZANTZAKIS
5.  
A black Alabama singer named Rufe Payne taught him to play guitar, and he began his career with the Drifting Cowboys, a small group.  What country singer became a star at the Grand Ole Opry, and had a son who sang the opening to “Monday Night Football?”

ANSWER:  Hank WILLIAMS (Senior)

6.  
At the Cabaret Voltaire in Zurich during World War I, Hugo Ball, Jean Arp, and Tristan Tzara initiated what rebellious art movement – or perhaps more of an anti-art movement?

ANSWER:  DADA
7.  
Also known as diazepam, since it relieves skeletal muscle spasms, it is often used in the treatment of lower back pain.  What is the commercial name for the drug, a tranquilizer prescribed to alleviate tension and anxiety?

ANSWER:  VALIUM
8. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If the scores on your last five American history quizzes were 96, 92, 68, 95, and 89, what was your average score?

ANSWER: 88

9.
Sargent Shriver was the first director of what federal agency started by Kennedy in 1961, which was designed to send young American volunteers to developing nations to aid in economic development?

ANSWER: PEACE CORPS
10.  
While her aunt Juliana Tesman and Thea Elvsted put others ahead of themselves, she is interested only in ordering others around and climbing the social ladder, flaws that lead to “two beautiful deaths.”  Who is this title character of a Henrik Ibsen play that eventually puts a bullet in her head?

ANSWER:  HEDDA GABLER
11. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  If angle ABC is 22 degrees, angle DBE is 76 degrees, and angle ABE is 170 degrees, what is the smallest value of angle CBD?

ANSWER: 72 degrees

12.
Who is the only woman to have served as the Israeli Prime Minister?

ANSWER: Golda MEIR
13.  Who documented rural America’s struggles during the Great Depression as a photographer for the Farm Security Administration in works such as Migrant Mother, Nipomo, California?

ANSWER:  Dorothea LANGE
14.
A Friday night poker game is interrupted with the news that one of the regulars is leaving his wife after sending a suicide telegram. He agrees to live with another of the regulars who is also leaving his wife, but their conflicting manners soon have them at each other’s throats. What is this play by Neil Simon with main characters Oscar and Felix, made into two movies and a TV series?

ANSWER: The ODD COUPLE
15.  
Uluru is the Aboriginal name for what Australian monolith, the largest freestanding rock in the world?

ANSWER:  AYERS ROCK
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  How many *total* diagonals does a decagon have?

ANSWER: 35
2.  
Though most are not IRS agents, they practice a ritual known as auditing, where the thetan is freed from past painful experiences.  What religious movement with more than eight million members is based on the teachings of L. Ron Hubbard?

ANSWER:  Church of SCIENTOLOGY
3.
What name is used to describe a substance which can be separated into its components through physical means, such as filtration or boiling?

ANSWER: MIXTURE

4.
What eight-letter word refers to conduct or language inciting resistance or rebellion against lawful authority, and goes well with alien?

ANSWER: SEDITION
5.
What name is given to the sudden, often explosive, release of pent-up emotions that some psychoanalysts believe has a therapeutic effect?

ANSWER: CATHARSIS
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


