Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #14


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1. 
After meeting his future wife, Gracie Williams, he became a strong Christian and held deep anti-war beliefs, refusing to shoot at human targets during basic training. Nonetheless, in the fall of 1918 during the battle of the Argonne forest, he led a squad of eight in killing 25 Germans, knocking out 35 machine guns and captured 132 prisoners. Who is this man who then won the Medal of Honor?

ANSWER: (Sergeant) Alvin YORK
2. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If the two short sides of a right triangle are 7 feet long and 24 feet long, how long is the hypotenuse?

ANSWER: 25 feet

3. 
Rift Valley fever, encephalitis, dengue fever, yellow fever and malaria are just some of the diseases that humans can catch after being bitten by what type of common insect?

ANSWER: MOSQUITOS 

4. 
She was drafted by the men's United States Basketball League. Who is this player that averaged 31 points per game for Southwest Missouri State last season?

ANSWER: Jackie STILES
5. 
This award was started in 1976 by the Spanish Ministry of Culture and is given to an author whose work as a whole is judged to have most enriched Spanish culture. What is this award, named for the famous author of Don Quixote?

ANSWER: CERVANTES Award

6. 
What name is given to the form of algebra where variables can only have a value of true or false, represented by 1 and 0?

ANSWER: BOOLEAN algebra

7. 
Which English king travelled on the Third Crusade, leaving his brother John to do most of the actual ruling?

ANSWER: RICHARD I or RICHARD THE LION-HEARTED or RICHARD COEUR-DE-LION

8. 
In this book, she writes about her mother, Edith, her father, Otto, her sister Margo, and her friend, Peter van Daan. What is this book written by a teenage girl who was forced into hiding after the Nazi invasion of the Netherlands?

ANSWER: THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK

9. 
Research during 2001 shows that exercise and weight loss reduces the risk of this disease that afflicts some 16 million Americans.  Name this disorder that renders the body unable to regulate its own blood sugar and can lead to blindness and circulatory problems. 

ANSWER: DIABETES 

10.  
His adaptations from Shakespeare included “Throne of Blood” from Macbeth and “Ran” (rahn) from King Lear, and his film “Yojimbo” inspired Sergio Leone to create spaghetti westerns.  Name this Japanese director of “Rashomon” and “The Seven Samurai”.

ANSWER:  Akira KUROSAWA
11. 
As a Senator, he criticized Janet Reno for refusing to hand over internal Justice Deparment memos to Congressional investigators. Who is this man now being criticized by his fellow Republicans for refusing to hand over Justice Department memos, a man who is now Attorney General himself?

ANSWER: John ASHCROFT
12. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A train leaves from New York at 6 a.m. Monday. It takes 30 hours to go to Los Angeles. At what Los Angeles time does the plane land?

ANSWER: 9 AM, TUESDAY
13. 
What three-word phrase is used by the insurance industry and by courts to describe an event such as a flood, tornado, earthquake or storm which was not caused by human intervention?

ANSWER: ACT OF GOD

14. 
What word in English means unfashionable or gaudy, and in French means "left"?

ANSWER: GAUCHE
15. 
This principle in chemistry comes from the German word for "building up," and helps determines the order in which electrons fill in orbitals. What is this principle that uses Hund's Rule and the Pauli Exclusion Principle?

ANSWER: AUFBAU
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
What is the name of the area of the hard disk drive that serves as an extension of the memory?

ANSWER: VIRTUAL MEMORY
1A. 
An alkaloid with formula C20H24N2O2, what drug extracted from the bark of the cinchona tree fights malaria?

ANSWER: QUININE
1B.  
The Greek gods ate ambrosia and drank what liquid associated with bees?

ANSWER:  NECTAR
2A. 
What English pirate was the second person to circumnavigate the world?

ANSWER: Francis DRAKE
2B. 
Player Piano, Cat's Cradle and Slaughterhouse-Five are all novels by what writer?

ANSWER: Kurt VONNEGUT
3A.  
Born Sean Aloysius O’Feeney, who won four Oscars for directing “The Informer,” “Stagecoach,” “How Green Was My Valley,” and “The Quiet Man”?

ANSWER:  John FORD
3B. 
What animal’s Brazilian varieties include the muriqui [MOO-ree-kee], the masqued titi, the lion tamarin, the brown howler, the tufted-ear marmoset, and the capuchin [ka-POO-chin]?

ANSWER: MONKEYS 

4A. 
What are the first names of the two Buchanans in the novel The Great Gatsby?

ANSWER: TOM and DAISY
4B. 
On December 20, 1860, what state became the first state to secede from the United States?

ANSWER: SOUTH CAROLINA
5A.
De Witt Clinton, who served as governor of New York State for three terms, is the man chiefly responsible for the construction of what public work that connected the Great Lakes with New York Harbor?

ANSWER: ERIE CANAL
5B. 
James A. Garfield, later President of the United States, has a proof of what theorem named for him?

ANSWER: PYTHAGOREAN theorem

6A.  
Containing both the crust and the upper part of the mantle, what rigid topmost layer of the Earth’s structure lies above the asthenosphere?

ANSWER:  LITHOSPHERE
6B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. Draw a right triangle with a hypotenuse 10 feet long at a 30-degree angle from the horizontal. How long is the vertical side?

ANSWER: 5 feet  [10 x 1/2] 

7A. 
This drug company denied responsibility for the deaths of several Nigerian children in 1996. What is this company better known for its drugs, Zoloft and Viagra?

ANSWER: PFIZER
7B. 
This word comes from the Arabic word meaning "opposite". What is this five-letter word which refers to the lowest point of anything or the time of greatest adversity?

ANSWER: NADIR
8A. 
Boris Pasternak is the author of what novel about a man who lives through the Russian Revolution and falls in love with Lara?

ANSWER: DOCTOR ZHIVAGO

8B.  
The Greek gods ate ambrosia and drank what liquid associated with bees?

ANSWER:  NECTAR
9A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the dot-product of the two vectors 3I-2J+1K and 5I+2J-4K?

ANSWER: 7
9B. 
What parallel divided the northern and southern halves of Korea during the Korean War?

ANSWER: 38TH parallel

10A. 
What organization, founded in Geneva after World War I, was the predecessor to the United Nations?

ANSWER: LEAGUE OF NATIONS
10B.  
Which chemical element, found in high quantities in the K-T boundary at the end of the Mesozoic Era 65 million years ago, leads many to believe a meteorite caused the extinction of the dinosaurs?

ANSWER:  IRIDIUM
Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
Most stars on the Hertzsprung-Russell diagram, including the Sun, are located in what area, a line running diagonally from the top left to the bottom right?

ANSWER: MAIN SEQUENCE

2. 
What term is used to describe a depression where a sufferer goes through both manic and depressive phases?

ANSWER: BIPOLAR (prompt on manic-depressive)

3. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. An ellipse has the ratio between semimajor and semiminor axes of 5:3. If the major axis has length 20, what is the area?

ANSWER: 60 PI

4.   
It was a multimovement musical form common during the Baroque period, but in the nineteenth century became known as a series of excerpts from a ballet, such Tchaikovsky’s “Nutcracker.”  Name this term that also signifies a large room in a hotel.

ANSWER:  SUITE
5. 
In Catch-22, what is the full name and rank of the character that has the same name and rank?

ANSWER: MAJOR MAJOR MAJOR MAJOR

6.  
Sanskrit for “a blowing out,” in Buddhism what is the ultimate religious goal, characterized by the attainment of perfect serenity and the end of the cycle of life and death?

ANSWER:  NIRVANA
7. 
What state park dominates the landscape of northern New York State, occupying one-fifth of the state's land area?

ANSWER: ADIRONDACK
8. 
If your usual body temperature is more than one degree below the standard 98.6, you may have lower-than-average levels of the hormones secreted by what endocrine gland located near the throat?

ANSWER: THYROID 

9. 
The legendary hypocrite Uriah Heep was a character in what semi-autobiographical novel by Charles Dickens?

ANSWER: DAVID COPPERFIELD

10. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of x in the equation system 3x plus 5y equals 14 and y equals 2?

ANSWER: X equals 4/3

11. 
How many noun genders are there in the German language?

ANSWER: THREE
12. 
What name is given to a brief direct contact between two bodies which results in a net impulse on each body, often illustrated by physics teachers using pool balls?

ANSWER: COLLISION
13. 
The city of Syracuse was an early Greek settlement on what island which was later the site of  a Roman settlement at Palermo?

ANSWER: SICILY
14. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. To the nearest degree, what is the degree measure of each angle of a regular septagon?

ANSWER: 129 DEGREES

15. 
Kelly Ripa is the co-host of ABC's morning show with Regis Philbin. Who did Ripa replace as co-host?

ANSWER: Kathie Lee GIFFORD
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Take the fractions one-eighth and three-fourteenths. What is the least common denominator of those two fractions?

ANSWER: 56 

He ruled the Ottoman Empire between 1520 and 1566, conquering Bosnia and Hungary, and establishing the Ottomans as an equal of the great European powers of the time. Who is this Ottoman Sultan, known as the "Lawgiver" in Turkish or the "Magnificent" to Western countries?

ANSWER: SULEYMAN the Magnificent

While touring in Canada with the Bolshoi Ballet in 1974, he defected to the West, and served as director of the American Ballet Theatre from 1980 to 1989.  Which Russian-American dancer also starred in the movie “White Nights” with Gregory Hines?

ANSWER:  Mikhail BARYSHNIKOV
What chemical element’s allotropes [AL-a-tropes] include lampblack, charcoal, graphite and diamond?

ANSWER: CARBON 

It is the first book of T.H. White's series "The Once and Future King." What is this novel starring a character called "The Wart", who is able to pull one title object out of the other title object, proving himself to be the true King?

ANSWER: THE SWORD AND THE STONE
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


