Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #16


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
Lignite, bituminous, and anthracite are all types of what blackish carbon-containing mineral substance, used as a fuel especially in the nineteenth century?

ANSWER:  COAL
2. 
What Greek lawmaker codified the laws of Athens in the 7th century BC, making nearly all criminal offenses punishable by death, and whose severity was such that an adjective named for him describes overly harsh laws?

ANSWER: DRACO or DRACON
3.  
Told in the form of letters written by Celie and her sister Nettie, what novel won a Pulitzer Prize for Alice Walker?

ANSWER:  The COLOR PURPLE

4.  
A painter and a poet, his verse included "The Blessed Damozel," while he produced many idealized portraits of women, such as Beata Beatrix.  His sister Christina was also a poet, but who was best known for starting, with Holman Hunt and John Millais, the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood?

ANSWER:  Dante Gabriel ROSSETTI

5. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A football quarterback makes 400 pass attempts over the course of a season, and throws 1 touchdown per 15 completions. If he completed 60% of his passes, how many touchdowns did he throw?

ANSWER: 16 touchdowns

6. 
In what year was the English navy able to defeat the supposedly invincible Spanish Armada?

ANSWER: 1588
7.  
Brought up in a Welsh forest by his widowed mother, he later becomes a knight, but his failure to ask about the lance and the Holy Grail that he sees during dinner with the Fisher King leads to destruction.  Who was knight of Arthur whose German equivalent was the father of Lohengrin?

ANSWER:  PERCIVAL (accept "Parsifal")

8. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. Two parallel line segments AB and CD are cut by transversal EF at points G and H, respectively. If engle EGB is 66 degrees, what is the measure of angle FHD?

ANSWER: 114 degrees

9. 
In chemistry, the combination of zero degrees Celsius and one atmosphere of pressure make up what three-initialed set of conditions for experiments and measurements?

ANSWER: STP (or STANDARD TEMPERATURE AND PRESSURE)

10.  
The lyric drama "Prometheus Unbound" and the poem "Adonais" (a-doh-NYE-is) were both written by what Romantic, who drowned while sailing in Italy in 1822?

ANSWER:  Percy Bysshe SHELLEY
11. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the measure of the sixth angle of a hexagon where the three angles equal 150 degrees and two angles equal 100 degrees?

ANSWER: 70 degrees

12. 
What is a tax which is designed to either generate revenue or protect infant industries, and is levied in the form of a tax on imports?

ANSWER: TARIFF
13.  
Traditionally ascribed to King David, which book of the Old Testament contains 150 sacred poems or songs of praise?

ANSWER:  PSALMS
14.  
Which British Romantic poet wrote:  "They flash upon that inward eye / Which is the bliss of solitude; / And then my heart with pleasure fills, / And dances with the daffodils."?

ANSWER:  William WORDSWORTH
15. 
What do box turtles, woodchucks, black snakes, gophers, toads, bats, and bears all do during the wintertime?

ANSWER: they HIBERNATE
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
Where in the human body would you find the tympanic [tim-PAN-ik] membrane?

ANSWER: EAR 

1B. 
Ford Explorers had a tendency to get into accidents due to tires manufactured by what company?

ANSWER: Bridgestone-FIRESTONE
2A.  
Isabel Archer refuses other suitors to marry Gilbert Osmond in which novel by Henry James?

ANSWER:  The PORTRAIT OF A LADY

2B.  
A blue variety of the mineral beryl, what semiprecious gem is the birthstone for March?

ANSWER:  AQUAMARINE
3A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of the two complex numbers (4 + 5i) and (3 + 8i). 

ANSWER: -28 + 47i (negative plus 47i)

3B. 
What officer of the court has responsibility for keeping order, keeps custody of the jury and  maintains appropriate courtroom decorum?

ANSWER: BAILIFF
4A.  
He produced an operetta, "Don Sanche," at age 14.  A religious man, what composer became an abbot in 1865 a few years after completing the "Faust" symphony and the "Preludes"?

ANSWER:  Franz LISZT
4B.  
Fortinbras, prince of Norway, is one of the few characters living at the end of which Shakespearean tragedy set in nearby Elsinore, Denmark?

ANSWER:  HAMLET
5A. 
What general commanded U.S. expiditionary forces in World War I, and was known as "Black Jack"?

ANSWER: John J. PERSHING

5B. 
How is the formula for the derivative of tan (x) is determined from the formula for the derivatives of sin(x) and cos(x)?

ANSWER: using the QUOTIENT RULE
6A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Rounding to the nearest day, how many days are in one million seconds?

ANSWER: 12 (1,000,000 / 3600 = 277.8 hours = 11.57, round up to 12)

6B. 
He built the famous Hagia Sophia in Constantinople, fought heresy and expanded the borders of the Byzantine Empire. Who was this Byzantine Emperor who is most famous for establishing his Body of Civil Law?

ANSWER: JUSTINIAN
7A. 
Japan is refusing to extradite Alberto Fujimori, who has just been indicted by the Congress of what country, where he was President for "crimes against humanity?"

ANSWER: PERU
7B.  
"The Hairy Ape," "Anna Christie," "The Emperor Jones," and "Desire Under the Elms" were all written by which great early twentieth century American playwright?

ANSWER:  Eugene O'NEILL
8A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Calculate the volume of a cylinder with a radius of 3 feet and a height of 20 feet.

ANSWER: 180PI cubic feet

8B.  
What theory, confining genuine knowledge within the bounds of science and observation, is associated with French philosopher Auguste Comte?

ANSWER:  POSITIVISM
9A. 
In French and Spanish, verbs can take the imperative, indicative or what other mood?

ANSWER: SUBJUNCTIVE
9B. 
Whales are divided into two main groups based on whether or not they have--what body part?

ANSWER: TEETH 

10A. 
The destructive distillation of wood and the heating of coal in the absence of air both produce what dark, sticky substance?

ANSWER: TAR
10B. 
Between 1976 and 1979, he oversaw a regime that murdered 1 million of his country's 8 million citizens. Who was this Khmer Rouge leader and former dictator of Cambodia?

ANSWER: POL POT

Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
What colony was founded by James Oglethorpe and intended to be a haven for debtors to start a new life?

ANSWER: GEORGIA
2. 
Leap of Faith is the latest novel from what prolific romance writer?

ANSWER: Danielle STEEL
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. A triangle has sides of 6 and 11. What is the difference between the largest possible third side of the triangle and the smallest, given that the third side has integer measure?

ANSWER: 10
4. 
It contains the semitendinosus and the biceps femoris.  Name this muscle that runs from the buttock to the knee along the back of the thigh and is often "pulled" by athletes. 

ANSWER: HAMSTRING 

5. 
What word refers to a profit or income after taxes and other deductions have been made, or the barrier between the two players in a tennis match?

ANSWER: NET
6. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. Right triangle ABC is such that sement AB measures 6 inches and segment AC measures 12 inches. What is the measure in degrees of angle A?

ANSWER: 60 degrees

7.  
What gentleman of Verona, so that his friend Hortensio can marry Bianca, agrees to woo her older sister Katherina in Shakespeare's "The Taming of the Shrew?"

ANSWER:  PETRUCHIO
8. 
In 1832, the Sauk and Fox Indian tribes under what Indian chief conducted a brief but unsuccessful war against the US Government in Illinois, a war which was named for this chief?

ANSWER: BLACK HAWK
9. 
Mia Hamm and Siri Mullinix both play for what Washington team in the Women's United Soccer Association?

ANSWER: WASHINGTON FREEDOM
10. 
What unit of measurement is equal to a newton-meter?

ANSWER: JOULE
11.
What word refers to a organization, especially an after-school activity, or to a large wooden bludgeon used as a weapon?

ANSWER: CLUB
12. 
What river is formed by the junction of the Monongahela and Alleghany Rivers in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania?

ANSWER: OHIO River

13. 
What UNIX command is the most often used command to remove files?

ANSWER: rm
14.  
The set was painted in the artist's garden in Giverny (ZHEE-ver-nee), in Normandy. What is the name for this series of ten views, rendered in 1899 by Claude Monet and named for the floating plants on the pond?

ANSWER:  WATER LILIES

15. 
While he compiled a star catalog, detected the proper motion of stars, and developed an accurate calculation of an astronomical unit, which British scientist is best known for discovering and tracking a comet that returns to our solar system every 76 years?

ANSWER:  Edmond HALLEY
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

In December 1944, the Germans made one last major push against American forces in the Ardennes forest. What name was given to this battle, which was named for the shape made in the American front by the German advance?

ANSWER: Battle of the BULGE
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Bob wants to get a 93.5 average on his four tests so he can get an A in his class. He has gotten a 97, an 88 and a 95 so far. What score does Bob need to get on his fourth test to get the 93.5?

ANSWER: 94
He spent the last two years of his life in an asylum, after he threw himself into the Rhine in 1854, and he was not allowed to see his wife Clara.  Name this composer of various lieder, the "Spring" symphony, and "Carnaval."

ANSWER:  Robert SCHUMANN
Named from the Greek for bearer of light, it was discovered in the mid-1600s while looking for the famed Philosopher's Stone.  What chemical element has a name in Spanish that sounds very much like the Spanish word for matches?

ANSWER: PHOSPHORUS 

Attempts were made to restrict the circulation of her third book, Are You There God?  It's Me, Margaret.  Who is this children's writer of Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing and Superfudge?

ANSWER:  Judy BLUME
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


