Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #25


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1. 
What type of velocity measures the average rate at which an object rotates in a circular path?

ANSWER: ANGULAR velocity

2. 
Which of the Great Lakes is not divided between Canada and the US?

ANSWER: Lake MICHIGAN
3.  
This piece was written at the invitation of bandleader Paul Whiteman, and later orchestrated by Ferde Grofe (gro-FAY).  Name this 1924 tone poem for piano and jazz band by George Gershwin that has served as theme music for United Airlines.

ANSWER:  RHAPSODY IN BLUE
4. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. During a non-busy hour at a restaurant, Terri waits on three tables. One bill is $20, the other $30 and the other $40. The $40 table tips her 15%, the others tip her 20%. How much in tips did Terri make?

ANSWER: $16
5.  
William Channing, Margaret Fuller, Henry David Thoreau, and Ralph Waldo Emerson all helped developed which literary-philosophical movement in the United States, stressing self-reliance and the godlike nature of human souls?

ANSWER:  TRANSCENDENTALISM
6. 
What three word French phrase means the finishing blow, especially when the victim is already suffering from previous blows?

ANSWER: COUP DE GRACE

7. 
Theodoric ruled in Italy as king of this barbarian tribe whose name meant "Eastern Goths." What was this tribe, cousins of the Visigoths?

ANSWER: OSTROGOTHs

8. 
A genotype is the total genetic makeup of an organism, but what term is used in biology to describe an individual trait or characteristic which can be determined by one or more genes?

ANSWER: PHENOTYPE
9. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A yardstick casts a shadow of 2 feet. A school building is known to be 12 feet high. How long is its shadow?

ANSWER: 8 feet

10. 
Which of the tennis Grand Slam events is noted for its upsets due to the fact that it is played on a clay surface?

ANSWER: The FRENCH OPEN
11. 
One of the best-known methods of ensuring e-mail security is PGP. What do the letters PGP stand for?

ANSWER: PRETTY GOOD PRIVACY
12. 
What name is given to chemicals which are used to communicate between members of the same species via the sense of smell, most often used and associated with mating behaviour?

ANSWER: PHEROMONES
13. 
A person accused of first-degree murder has agreed to admit to first-degree manslaughter with the prosecuting attorneys. What practice has just occurred?

ANSWER: PLEA BARGAINING or COPPING A PLEA
14.  
The I Ching and the Analects are fundamental texts of which religion that states the relationship between yin and yang, and is based on the authority of a famous Chinese philosopher?

ANSWER:  CONFUCIANISM
15. 
Words which end in the suffix -ness are typically what part of speech?

ANSWER: NOUNS
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.  
In 1818, which author's novels, Persuasion and Northanger Abbey, were published posthumously?

ANSWER:  Jane AUSTEN
1B. 
What quantum number has a value of either negative 1/2 or positive 1/2 for an electron?

ANSWER: SPIN (prompt on Fourth)

2A. 
Who is the Springfield, Virginia, born frontman of the Foo Fighters?

ANSWER: Dave GROL
2B. 
What two-word French phrase is used to describe an economic policy that supports the idea that government should not interfere with the conduct of trade and industry?

ANSWER: LAISSEZ-FAIRE

3A. 
How many pecks are in a bushel?

ANSWER: 4
3B.  
In 1889 John Philip Sousa composed a march in honor of what then-twelve-year old local newspaper?

ANSWER:  The WASHINGTON POST

4A. 
What former British Prime Minister has earned the nickname "The Iron Lady?"

ANSWER: Margaret THATCHER
4B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the volume of a right circular cone with an base radius of 4 inches and an altitude of 6 inches?

ANSWER: 32 PI 

5A.  
Coined by biologist Ernst Haeckel in 1866, what is the term for the study of the relationship among organisms and the environments in which they live?

ANSWER:  ECOLOGY
5B.  
Her play The Children's Hour dealt with a young girl's charge that two teachers were lesbians, but which writer also gained fame with The Little Foxes?

ANSWER:  Lillian HELLMAN
6A. 
On August 23, what federal contractor was arrested just before boarding a plane bound for Zurich, Switzerland, on charges that he leaked secrets to the Libyan government?

ANSWER: Brian REGAN
6B. 
A "Return to Normalcy" was the successful campaign promise of what victorious Presidential candidate in 1920?

ANSWER: Warren G. HARDING
7A. 
What is the name given to the diploid product of fertilization that eventually develops into an embryo?

ANSWER: ZYGOTE
7B. 
What is the instantaneous derivative at X=3/2 of the function of maximum degree 2 which passes through the three points (0,3); (5,2) and (15,0)?

ANSWER: -1/5 (the function is f(x) = -1/5 X + 3

8A. 
What set of 1798 laws regulated the nationalization of new citizens and speech against the government, and were opposed by the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions?

ANSWER: ALIEN AND SEDITION Acts

8B.  
An early member of the Fabian Society, which Irish-born playwright wrote "Arms and the Man," "Mrs. Warren's Profession," and "Heartbreak House?"

ANSWER:  George Bernard SHAW
9A.  
Drama critic of Vanity Fair, book reviewer for The New Yorker, and member of the Algonquin Round Table.  Which American writer of short stories held all of these positions, and was known for her caustic wit?

ANSWER:  Dorothy PARKER
9B.  
Greek for "wise man," Plato regarded which group of philosophers as dishonest because they applied false reasoning and were more concerned with winning arguments than with finding the truth?

ANSWER:  SOPHISTS
10A. 
What sort of variation is shown when increasing one variable increases another variable at a constant rate, expressed by the equation y = kx?

ANSWER: DIRECT variation

10B.  
What name is given to organic material decomposed by bacteria under controlled conditions to make a nutrient-rich fertilizer, often made into heaps?

ANSWER:  COMPOST
Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
What name is given to a ray that is in the interior of an angle and forms two equal angles with the sides of that angle?

ANSWER: angle BISECTOR
2.  
His work "On Baile's Strand" parodies Irish mythical heroes, as characters are called the Blind Man and the Fool.  Who was this 1923 Nobel Prize winner, writer of the plays "Dierdre" and "The Countess Cathleen?"

ANSWER:  William Butler YEATS
3. 
On October 12, 2000, in the harbor of Aden, what US Navy ship was struck by a small craft with a bomb on it, causing the deaths of 17 sailors?

ANSWER: USS COLE
4. 
It was a military disaster for the North Vietnamese, and eliminated the Viet Cong as a serious military force. However, its initial successes led Walter Cronkite to declare the Vietnam War a "stalemate" in 1968. What was this attack planned to coincide with the Vietnamese New Year?

ANSWER: TET Offensive

5. 
What diverse group of hydrocarbons contain long hydrocarbon chains or rings, are hydrophobic, and include fats, oils, waxes and steroids?

ANSWER: LIPIDs

6.  
His mother was consumed by lightning when Zeus appeared in all his glory.  Attended by both maenads and satyrs, who was this god of wine?

ANSWER:  DIONYSUS or BACCHUS
7. 
It was founded by an Act of Congress in 1846 after an English chemist and mineralogist bequeathed œ100,000 for the advancement of science in the United States. What was this institution, which now operates several museums and the National Zoo?

ANSWER: SMITHSONIAN Institution

8. 
These particles have no mass or charge and travel only at c, the speed of light. This is not surprising, considering that these are what particles which are quanta of light?

ANSWER: PHOTONs

9. 
In cooking, this four-letter word refers to a small, indeterminate amount of an added ingredient. In sports, it refers to a quick sprint across a small area. In punctuation, it is used to designate long pauses -- such as these. What is this word which accompanies the dot in Morse code?

ANSWER: DASH
10. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the converse of the statement, "If I had money, I would be a rich man?"

ANSWER: IF I WERE A RICH MAN, I WOULD HAVE MONEY (accept most things with If before "I were a rich man")

11.  
A striking trapezoidal structure of triangular wings, skylights, and knife-edged fins is what modern art museum designed by I.M. Pei, located on the northeast corner of the Washington D.C. Mall?

ANSWER:  EAST WING (prompt on "National Gallery of Art")

12. 
During his 10 year Puritanical rule, theaters and other centers of entertainment were closed. He led the Roundheads against Charles I during the English Civil War. When Charles I was executed, what man became effective ruler of England, being named Lord Protector shortly before his death?

ANSWER: Oliver CROMWELL
13. 
What is the name given to the modified leaf, often brightly colored, which attracts insects and other pollen-carrying animals to a flower?

ANSWER: PETAL
14. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. An angle has a sine of 2/5. What is its cosecant?

ANSWER: 5/2

15.  
Which group of literary figures provided an alternative to the conformity of the 1950s, and included Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, and Jack Kerouac?

ANSWER:  BEAT Generation (or BEATNIKS)

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

A component of the Earth's core, and occurring together with cadmium in batteries, what element with atomic number 28 is best known for its use in low-value American coins?

ANSWER: NICKEL
James Joyce's A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man features Stephen Deadalus's interpretations of his experiences in what literary style, also developed by Virginia Woolf and William Faulkner?

ANSWER:  STREAM-OF-CONSCIOUSNESS
From the 1890s, he developed the prairie house style, a series of low, spreading houses with projecting roofs.  Name the American "organic architect" of the spiral Guggenheim Museum and Pennsylvania's Falling Water.

ANSWER:  Frank Lloyd WRIGHT
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the quadratic equation whose roots are 3 and negative 2?

ANSWER: X SQUARED MINUS X MINUS 6
What is the name of the wall in southern Scotland that is named for the Roman emperor that ordered it built?

ANSWER: HADRIAN'S wall

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


