Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #27


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the chance the top card of a 52-card deck is either a three or a heart?

ANSWER: 4 IN 13 or 16 IN 52

2. 
What type of angiosperm possess long leaves in which the veins run parallel to each other, and is named for a part of which it has only one during its embroynic stage?

ANSWER: MONOCOT or MONOCOTYLEDON
3.  
In what work did Bertrand Russell and Alfred North Whitehead attempt to show that mathematics could be reduced to a branch of logic?

ANSWER:  PRINCIPIA MATHEMATICA
4. 
3 to 5 states were to be established from the area north of the Ohio River and west of the Appalachians. Slavery was to be forbidden in these new states. What was this 1787 law that established a government for the Old Northwest?

ANSWER: NORTHWEST ORDINANCE

5.  
He was prosecuted for libel for his pamphlet indicting the persecutors of Alfred Dreyfus, but who had already made his name writing novels, including Nana and Germinal?

ANSWER:  Emile ZOLA
6. 
Joseph Mesa, a freshman from Guam, was arrested in February for killing two other students at what university in Washington, DC, that services the Deaf community?

ANSWER: GALLAUDET
7. 
On March 12, 1933, Franklin Roosevelt addressed the American people by a nationwide radio broadcast explaining his response to the banking crisis, a practice that later gained what two-word description?

ANSWER: FIRESIDE CHATs

8.  
The first official Poet Laureate of the United States was what novelist of All the King’s Men?

ANSWER:  Robert Penn WARREN
9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the diagonals of a square with perimeter 20?

ANSWER: 10 SQUARE ROOTS OF 2
10. 
What type of organic acid contains a carboxyl group and an amine group attached to the same hydrogen atom?

ANSWER: alpha-AMINO ACIDS

11. 
What two-word French phrase is used to describe a social blunder or gaffe?

ANSWER: FAUX PAS
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a square with a perimeter of 36?

ANSWER: 81
13. 
This protein is found in skin, bone, cartilage and ligaments. What is the protein that is the chief substance in white fibrous connective tissue?

ANSWER: COLLAGEN

14.  
Italian for “gypsum,” what five-letter term is an absorbent white ground made of a mixture of plaster and size, used as a preparatory base for panels and canvases in tempera painting?

ANSWER:  GESSO (JESS-oh)

15. 
He only ruled for 10 years as a puppet of the old Amun priesthood, dying at age 19, and accomplishing little. However, Howard Carter's discovery of his tomb in 1922 propelled what pharoah to become one of the best known pharaohs?

ANSWER: TUTANHKAMUN or KING TUT

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
Riboflavin is better known as what vitamin?

ANSWER: Vitamin B2
1B. 
The failure of what crop in the 1840s led to the emigration of millions of Irishmen to the United States and Canada?

ANSWER: POTATO
2A. 
Belgarion and Ce'Nedra are two of the characters created by which fantasy writer?

ANSWER: David EDDINGS (accept Leigh Eddings as the two worked together)

2B.  
American poets Robert, Amy, and James Russell all shared which last name?

ANSWER:  LOWELL
3A. 
How many years are in the lifespan of a Series EE or I U.S. Savings Bond?

ANSWER: 30
3B. 
What is the default font used with Microsoft Word?

ANSWER: TIMES NEW ROMAN
4A.  
Who wrote Buddenbrooks, a tale of the decline of a family over four generations, as well as The Magic Mountain?

ANSWER:  Thomas MANN
4B.  
Over Antarctica, an area three times the size of the United States is now devoid of which pale blue allotrope of oxygen, which provides protection from ultraviolet radiation?

ANSWER:  OZONE
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the three factors of the polynomial 2X squared minus 2?

ANSWER: 2, X MINUS 1 and X PLUS 1
5B.  
She was a true “American in Paris,” as she became a disciple of Degas (deh-GAH).  Identify this Impressionist whose finest paintings were studies of mother and child.

ANSWER:  Mary CASSATT
6A. 
What type of force causes uniform circular motion and is directed towards the center of a circle, as opposed to centrifugal force?

ANSWER: CENTRIPETAL force

6B. 
In 732, Charles Martel won what battle, ending the Moslem advance into Europe?

ANSWER: TOURS or POITIERS
7A.  
One of P.T. Barnum’s most legitimate promotions was for the 1850-2 tour of which soprano, nicknamed the “Swedish nightingale”?

ANSWER:  Jenny LIND
7B.  
After a visit to the Surreal Theatre, Henry Haller decides against committing suicide, in what novel by Herman Hesse?

ANSWER:  STEPPENWOLF
8A. 
In 1909, Zionist settlers founded the first of what type of collectivist agricultural farm?

ANSWER: KIBBUTZ
8B.
What is the indefinite integral of the function f(x) = 3x + 5?

ANSWER: 3/2 X SQUARED PLUS 5X PLUS C (prompt if the C is not included)

9A.  
Who was the cruel plantation owner who beat Tom to death in Uncle Tom’s Cabin?

ANSWER:  Simon LEGREE
9B. 
What name is given to a three-nucleotide messenger RNA sequence that is used to specify a particular amino acid?

ANSWER: CODON
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the perimeter of a right isosceles triangle with an area of 18?

ANSWER: 12 + 6 SQUARE ROOTS OF 2
10B. 
Who was sentenced in July 2001 to 28 years for killing Barry Grunow, his favorite teacher, on the last day of school in 2000, when he was 13 years old?

ANSWER: Nathaniel BRAZILL
Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
Which famous novel by Laura Ingalls Wilder was made into a television series starring Michael Landon?

ANSWER:  LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE
2. 
What word is used to describe a trial where there is no jury, and the judge by himself decides the facts?

ANSWER: BENCH TRIAL

3.  
Its fourth movement contains variations on a song, which included a cello solo for the amateur cellist who commissioned it.  What five-movement piece by Schubert may be the most popular quintet in the classical repertoire?

ANSWER:  TROUT Quintet

4.  
What Scottish-born naturalist explored Glacier Bay in Alaska, but also lobbied for the establishment of Yosemite National Park in 1880, and was made an adviser to the National Forestry Commission?

ANSWER:  John MUIR
5. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. An artillery bombardment has three shells land per second for an hour, and then five shells land per second for two more hours. How many shells landed during the bombardment?

ANSWER: 46,800

6. 
Who played the title role in 2000's top-grossing film, Dr Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas?

ANSWER: Jim CARREY
7. 
What form of carbon is carbon atoms laid out in hexagonal sheets?

ANSWER: GRAPHITE
8. 
What is the number 60 divided by 1/4?

ANSWER: 240
9. 
What word serves as a contraction for am not, are not, is not, has not and have not, and is regarded as incorrect English in all those uses?

ANSWER: AIN'T
10. 
What amendment to the Constitution abolished slavery?

ANSWER: THIRTEENTH
11.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the perimeter of a rectangle with an area of 50 and a short leg of 5?

ANSWER: 30
12.  
Fyodor is the father, while Smerdyakov, Alyosha, Ivan, and Dmitri are the sons in which family in the title of a long book by Fyodor Dostoyevsky?

ANSWER:  KARAMAZOV
13. 
What Virginia county has the largest population?

ANSWER: FAIRFAX
14. 
The brightest supernova on record appeared in this constellation in 1572.  Identify this group of five stars named for the mother of Andromeda that together form the letter W in the sky.

ANSWER: CASSIOPEIA 

15.  
He possessed a belt that increased his strength by half, iron gloves, and a hammer that created thunder.  Who was this strong son of Odin and Freya?

ANSWER:  THOR
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

What is the linking verb in the following sentence? Opera seemed to be overly dramatic, but when I went to the opera, I was corrected of that impression.

ANSWER: SEEMED
Most of it is written in Aramaic, but the last sentence is written in Hebrew.  Jewish male mourners are required to chant which prayer on behalf of the deceased at three services each day, except for the Sabbath, for eleven months?

ANSWER:  KADDISH
What general won the battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterrey and Buena Vista during the Mexican War, helping propel his election as President in 1848?

ANSWER: Zachary TAYLOR
It is found in the compound dolomite [DOUGH-la-mite], and its hydroxide can serve as an antacid.  Name this flammable metal whose hydrous sulfate form is often called "Epsom salts." 

ANSWER: MAGNESIUM 

THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A quadrilateral has angles in the ratio 2:2:3:5 in order around the quadrilateral. How big is the largest angle?

ANSWER: 150 degrees

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


