Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #29


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
According to Friedrich Nietzsche (NEAT-sha), what ideal of his would impose his will on the weak and worthless people – a far cry from Clark Kent?

ANSWER:  SUPERMAN (or UBERMENSCH)  

2. 
What name is given to the practice of promoting relatives to high positions for which others might be better qualified?

ANSWER: NEPOTISM
3.  
Edward Fitzgerald introduced the Western world to which Persian astronomer and poet, through a poem named the “Rubaiyat?”

ANSWER:  OMAR KHAYYAM

4. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A soccer club gets three points for a win and one point for a draw. If a club has 6 draws and 21 points, how many wins does it have?

ANSWER: 5 
5. 
Its most common symptoms are excessive tiredness, pallor and susceptibility to infection. What is this disorder, which is a reduction in the amount of hemoglobin which can carry oxygen in the blood?

ANSWER: ANEMIA
6. 
What range of values can the hyperbolic tangent take?

ANSWER: -1 TO 1, EXCLUSIVE
7. 
What term is used to describe magma that comes from a volcano and reaches the surface of the earth?

ANSWER:  LAVA
8.  
According to traditional beliefs, Unkulunkulu (oon-koo-loon-KOO-loo) was the primordial being who brought which southern African people from the reed bed where they were created, determining their mortality, and led by Shaka in historical times?

ANSWER:  ZULUS
9. 
What ship's sinking on February 1898 was one of the incidents that brought about the Spanish-American War?

ANSWER: USS MAINE

10. 
What is the interjection in the following sentence? All I could think was, yuck, he is asking me out!

ANSWER: YUCK
11.  
Logan is the only male member of what fictional organization, created in a series of books by Ann Martin, that also includes Mallory, Jessi, Stacey, Abby, Mary Anne, Dawn, Claudia, and Kristy?

ANSWER:  The BABYSITTER’S CLUB
12. 
This number's irrationality is the reason it is impossible to produce a cube with exactly the volume of another cube using only a ruler and compass. What is this number, the ratio of the sides of the hypothetical cybe to the given cube?

ANSWER: CUBE ROOT OF 2
13. 
Its bichromate is used in tanning leather and turns the edges of treated leather a bluish-green color.  What metallic element needed in the human diet can be found in foods like bananas?

ANSWER: POTASSIUM
14.  
Abu Bakr, Umar, and Fatima are all buried in which Saudi Arabian city, where Mohammed fled when Mecca grew too dangerous?

ANSWER:  MEDINA
15. 
The Somoza family is most commonly associated with what country located in Central America, where they were replaced by the Sandanistas?

ANSWER: NICARAGUA
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
The oldest permanent settlement in the United States is what town in Florida?

ANSWER: ST. AUGUSTINE

1B. 
A single mother whose baby's father is in jail on narcotics charges married the crown prince of what Scandinavian country in August?

ANSWER: NORWAY
2A.  
Anthills of the Savannah and Things Fall Apart were written by what Nigerian novelist?

ANSWER:  Chinua ACHEBE (a-CHAY-bay)

2B. 
When the two alleles of a gene are the same on both sets of a chromosome, what adjective is used to describe the gene?

ANSWER: HOMOZYGOUS
3A. 
Who was the English mathematician that tried to build the difference and analytical engines, forerunners of the modern computer?

ANSWER: Charles BABBAGE
3B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the area of a triangle with sides 6, 11 and 13?

ANSWER: 6 SQUARE ROOTS OF 30

4A. 
What is the name for epidermal pores, surrounded by guard cells, found on the surface of a leaf?

ANSWER: STOMAta

4B.  
Amy Tan wrote which story about four Chinese immigrant mothers and their American daughters?

ANSWER:  The JOY-LUCK CLUB

5A. 
What is the maximum tax rebate check a couple could have received this summer?

ANSWER: $600

5B. 
What general commanded Federal forces during the Seven Days campaign and the battle of Antietam?

ANSWER: George McCLELLAN
6A. 
Cannae was the greatest victory of what Carthaginian general?

ANSWER: HANNIBAL
6B.  
In dance, what is the name for a movement comprising one or more complete turns of the body on one leg with the other touching the supporting leg at the knee?

ANSWER:  PIROUETTE
7A.  
Travis Coates had to shoot what title character of a novel by Fred Gipson, a stray dog who befriends Travis but turns rabid?

ANSWER:  OLD YELLER
7B. 
What are the two moons of Mars?

ANSWER: DEIMOS and PHOBOS
8A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of the binomials x plus 3 and 4x plus 2?

ANSWER: 4X SQUARED PLUS 14X PLUS 6

8B. 
The cult of Pythagoras believed that all numbers were what?

ANSWER: RATIONAL (which doesn't include the square root of two)

9A. 
What name is given to the rows in the period table?

ANSWER: PERIODS (hence the name)

9B.  
What Mississippi native who died in 2001 wrote Delta Wedding and The Optimist’s Daughter?

ANSWER:  Eudora WELTY
10A.  
“Paths of Glory,” “The Shining,” “Full Metal Jacket,” “Dr. Strangelove,” and “Eyes Wide Shut” were all films directed by which creator of “2001:  A Space Odyssey”?

ANSWER:  Stanley KUBRICK
10B. 
He captured Jerusalem after 88 years of European occupation. Who was this Arab ruler who opposed Christian forces on the Third Crusade?

ANSWER: SALADIN
Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
Which writer not only translated Lady Murasaki, but also wrote A Thousand Cranes and Snow Country, works which made him the first Japanese man to win the Nobel Prize for Literature?

ANSWER:  KAWABATA Yasunari

2. 
What two states share the Great Smoky Mountains National Park?

ANSWER: TENNESSEE and NORTH CAROLINA
3.  
First held in 1946, what film festival awards the Palme d’Or to the best picture, and is located on the French Riviera?

ANSWER:  CANNES Film Festival

4. 
The law of chemistry that states that the total pressure of a mixtures of gases is equal to the sum of the pressures each component gas would exert alone is named for what man, who is better known for his citation of atomic theory?

ANSWER: (John) DALTON
5. 
In a ranking of 1525 students in an incoming college class, which rank would be considered the median student?

ANSWER: 763RD
6.  
The photochemical type is found mainly during the summer, caused by the chemical reaction between strong sunlight and vehicle exhaust fumes.  What is the general name for the polluting combination of fog and smoke?

ANSWER:  SMOG
7. 
Shirley Manson is the red-headed lead singer of what band?

ANSWER: GARBAGE
8. 
What term is used to describe the blending of traditionally masculine and feminine traits?

ANSWER: ANDROGYNY
9.
What three-word Spanish phrase is used to mean a direct confrontation?

ANSWER: MANO A MANO
10. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. An ellipse has area of 56PI. If the major axis has length of 16, what is the length of the minor axis?

ANSWER: 14
11. 
What is the multiplicative inverse of the number 5?

ANSWER: 1/5 or 0.2

12. 
What word refers to a pointed stake driven into a ground to support a tent or fence, a detachment of soldiers stationed ahead of the main body of an army, or a line of workers protesting outside an establishment where they are striking?

ANSWER: PICKET
13. 
Aboard his ship Endeavour, he sailed around the world, exploring Australia and New Zealand. He discovered the Hawaiian Islands, and was the first man to sail south of the Antarctic Circle. Who was this English explorer?

ANSWER: James COOK
14. 
What name is given to the theory, a companion to evolution, that competition occurs within a species, determining which members of a species live to have offspring, and which pass those traits on to their offspring?

ANSWER: NATURAL SELECTION

15. 
What alien race did the Deep Space Nine characters Rom and Quark belong to?

ANSWER: FERENGI
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

He was a Communist senator in the Chilean government.  Better known as the author of Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despair, though, was what 1971 Nobel Laureate?

ANSWER:  Pablo NERUDA
On April 29, 1992, four days of riots occurred in Los Angeles after four white policemen were acquitted in a state court for crimes related to the beating of what man who had been pulled over for suspicions of drug possession?

ANSWER: Rodney KING
“Sergei” (SUR-gay) was a pivotal name in which composer’s life, as he composed “Romeo and Juliet” for Sergei Diaghilev, “Alexander Nevsky” for Sergei Eisenstein’s movie, and the opera “Love for Three Oranges” on his own?

ANSWER:  Sergei PROKOFIEV
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. It takes 90 minutes for a plane to go from Denver to LA. An attorney is currently in Los Angeles, and needs to be in Denver by 10 AM for a trial later that day. At what time should he leave Los Angeles?

ANSWER: 7:30 AM
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


