Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

State Competition, Match #10

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the State level. Shawn Pickrell and Adam Fine are the authors of these questions.

All participants and spectators must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the State competition before all State champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all State champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia. This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
He said, while on his quest to catch a fish, “A man can be destroyed but not defeated.”  Who is this Cuban fisherman, the main character of Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea?

ANSWER:  Santiago (prompt on “The Old Man and the Sea” until the end)

2.
Who was the cartoonist that helped expose the Tweed Ring, and popularized the depiction of Democrats with donkeys and Republicans with elephants?

ANSWER: Thomas NAST
3.
When this airline was in financial trouble in 1994, its employees agreed to pay cuts in exchange for 55% ownership of the airline. What is this airline whose mechanics are unable to reach an agreement with airline management and may strike?

ANSWER: UNITED
4.
What name is given to a point in a function’s graph where it changes concavity and its second derivative is equal to zero?

ANSWER: point of INFLECTION
5.
What type of energy does an object have as a result of its position or state?

ANSWER: POTENTIAL
6.
What was Stonewall Jackson’s given first name?

ANSWER: THOMAS Jefferson Jackson

7.
Based on a book by Dale Wasserman, it is set in prison, and Cervantes and his servant await execution from the Spanish Inqusition, and pass the time by role-playing as Don Quixote (kee-HO-tay) and Sancho Panza.  What is this musical that features the song “The Impossible Dream”?

ANSWER:  “The Man of La Mancha”
8.
The abscissa is sometimes used to refer to the x-coordinate of a point on the plane. What word is used with abscissa and refers to the y-coordinate of a point on the plane?

ANSWER: ORDINATE
9.
What thin partition or membrane divides two parts of tissue in an organism, such as the atria in the heart and the two passages in the nose?

ANSWER:  septum
10.
Tom Wicker and John Le Carre (car-AY) have both won what annual award given to the best mystery work, and named after the American writer of “The Tell-Tale Heart”?

ANSWER:  Edgar Allan Poe Award
11.
In mammals, food passes through the pyloric sphincter into what middle portion of the small intestine, found between the stomach and the jejunum?

ANSWER:  duodenum
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If x3/2 (x to the three-halves power) = 8, what does x equal?

ANSWER:  x = 4
13.
She is the former Labor Secretary and failed 2000 Republican Presidential candidate that is being touted as Jesse Helms’ Senate successor. Who is this woman best known as the second wife of former Presidential candidate Bob Dole?

ANSWER: ELIZABETH DOLE
14.
He was a member of the XYZ mission to France and served as Secretary of State under John Adams before being appointed as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in 1801. Who is this man that asserted the Court’s right to judicial review in Marbury v. Madison in 1803?

ANSWER: John MARSHALL
15.
Who is the author of the book Rob Roy?

ANSWER: Sir Walter SCOTT
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Who is the author of the book Mansfield Park?

ANSWER: Jane AUSTEN
1B.
What name is given to a covering of a plane with congruent copies of the same polygon or region with no holes or overlaps?

ANSWER: TESSELATION
2A.
What is the brand name for the drug dimenhydrinate, an antihistamine that acts on the semicircular canals of the ear to combat motion sickness?

ANSWER:  Dramamine
2B.
Voyager 2 discovered six new moons of this planet in 1989. What is this planet whose two previously known moons were Triton and Nereid?

ANSWER: NEPTUNE
3A.
Take the statement “if p, then q.” What is the name given to the statement “if not q, then not p”?

ANSWER: CONTRAPOSITIVE
3B.
Who was the Roman general that defeated Hannibal at Zama?

ANSWER: SCIPIO Africanus

4A.
Who was the winning commander at Trafalgar?
ANSWER: Lord Horatio NELSON
4B.
What two words follow Glengarry in the play by David Mamet turned into a Al Pacino movie?

ANSWER: GLEN ROSS
5A.
In Hunduism, what god’s dancing form is known as Nataraja, has a pillar-shaped lingam, and in the Trimurti is the Destroyer?

ANSWER:  Shiva
5B.
What name is given to the art of creating a design by embedding small pieces of cut stone, called tesserae, into a plaster bed to serve as a floor or wall decoration?

ANSWER:  mosaic
6A.
What is the subject of the following sentence? Under the hill lies the treasure.

ANSWER: TREASURE (hill is the object of the preposition under)

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the volume, in cubic inches, of a pyramid with a height of 15 and a square base 4 inches on each side?

ANSWER: 80 cubic inches

7A.
Vitamin B2 is also known by what name?

ANSWER: RIBOFLAVIN
7B.
What type of temporary lake found in arid desert regions takes its name from the Spanish for “beach?”

ANSWER:  playa 

8A.
In Internet chat rooms, what does the acronym AFAIK mean?

ANSWER: AS FAR AS I KNOW
8B.
On August 7, 1943, to counter Japanese advances in the Solomon Islands, US marines landed at what important island, seizing the airport and renaming it Henderson Field? 

ANSWER: GUADACANAL
9A.
In what South American country is the city of Valparaiso located?

ANSWER: CHILE

9B.
What name is given to a two-syllable poetic foot with accent on the second syllable, a word often paired with “pentameter”?

ANSWER:  iambic (eye-AMB-ic)    

10A.
The coloratura is the highest-pitched form of what voice range, starting at middle C and moving up two octaves, found in women and young boys?

ANSWER:  soprano
10B.
According to a commercial that aired during the Super Bowl, a dolphin learned how to talk using which popular Internet search engine?

ANSWER:  YAHOO!
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Who was President and dictator of the Philippines from 1965 to 1986?

ANSWER: Ferdinand MARCOS 

2.
A native of the island Robinson Crusoe is shipwrecked on, he meets Crusoe and eventually helps Crusoe live on the island. Who is this man, named only for the day of the week Crusoe meets him?

ANSWER: FRIDAY

3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the product of the two complex numbers (3 – 13i) and (4i – 5)?

ANSWER:  37 + 77i
4. 
Named after a Yugoslav geologist, it is marked by a rapid increase in the speed of earthquake waves.  What is this discontinuity, a boundary that separates the crust and the mantle?

ANSWER:  Mohorovicic discontinuity (or Moho)

5.
The first one opened on Labor Day 1955 in Avondale Estates, Georgia, a suburb of Atlanta.  With its famous yellow sign, what chain of breakfast places throughout the Southeast claims it is “America’s Place to Eat?”

ANSWER:  WAFFLE HOUSE
6.
Which branch of philosophy attempts to explain the general principles of art and beauty?

ANSWER:  aesthetics
7.
Three geometric problems, squaring the circle, doubling the cube and trisecting the angle, were pondered by the ancient Greeks. What two instruments were permitted in the solving of these problems?

ANSWER: STRAIGHTEDGE (accept RULER) and COMPASS
8.
Edward O’Reilly created what cowboy hero who rode the horse Widow-Maker and grew up among coyotes along a river in Texas?

ANSWER:  Pecos Bill
9.
He was likely blown off course from a Christian mission to Greenland, and settled a place called Vinland, somewhere on the North American coast, most likely around Newfoundland. Who is this man, the second son of Eric the Red?

ANSWER: Leif ERICSSON
10.
In late stages of the disorder, sweating ceases, the body temperature may be 105 degrees or higher, and the victim can die from heart failure, which distinguishes it from mere exhaustion.  What ailment occurs when excessive heat overwhelms temperature-regulating mechanisms in the body?

ANSWER:  heatstroke
11.
What word is used to describe evidence of ownership of real estate, usually in the form of a deed issued by a county clerk’s office, but not the banker in a Monopoly game?

ANSWER: TITLE (deed)

12.
If you multiply XL by XC in Roman numerals, what is your result in Roman numerals?

ANSWER:  MMMDC
13.
It is caused by random collusions between molecules of a liquid, thus allowing molecules to escape and take gaseous form over a period of time. What name is given to the vaporization of a liquid at a temperature below its boiling point, and is the method by which sweating can cool your body?

ANSWER: EVAPORATION
14.
Cecil B. DeMille filmed what movie twice, first in 1923 as a silent epic, and then in 1956 as a full-color spectacle, starring Yul Brynner as Rameses II and Charlton Heston as Moses?

ANSWER:  “The Ten Commandments”
15.
What seven-letter word refers to something that exists in name only, or to a very small or trifling amount, as in a sum?

ANSWER: NOMINAL
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
What six-letter word can alternately mean the USDA grade of meat between prime and good, or the power, right and liberty to make a decision, especially with reference to abortion?

ANSWER: CHOICE
2.
His demise came when the Lady of the Lake imprisoned him forever in an enchanted thornbush.  What advisor to both Uther Pendragon and his son Arthur was a powerful sorcerer?

ANSWER:  Merlin
3.
If you roll a six-sided die and a four-sided die, what is the probability you will get a total of eight?

ANSWER:  1/8 (or one in eight)

4.
What adjective describes the interest rate banks charge their most credit-worthy customers, and is used to describe the rate at which the Federal Reserve lends money to member institutions?

ANSWER: PRIME rate

5.
What word describes the “breaking” of a substance by using a catalyst, lots of heat, and the absence of air?

ANSWER: CRACKING (accept catalytic cracking or thermal cracking)

All questions copyright 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


