Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #6

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Christopher Moretti are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
After the kidnapping and death of a nine-year-old girl in Texas, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children established this system, which is now in use in several states, most notably California. When a child is reported kidnapped, TV radio stations broadcast relevant data over the Emergency Alert System and electronic billboards are updated. For 10 points, what is this new law enforcement tool that has been credited with saving over 30 children since its inception?

ANSWER: AMBER Alert (or Amber Plan)

2.
For 10 points, what behavioral psychologist is best-known for his book, “Walden Two”?

ANSWER: B.F. SKINNER
3.
For 10 points, what control statement in C++ goes along with the case and break statements?

ANSWER: SWITCH (prompt on case or break, do not accept default) 

4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the average of the even numbers 1 through 10, inclusive?

ANSWER: 6
5.
For 10 points, what is the last name of Nora and Torvald, the central characters of A Doll’s House?

ANSWER: HELMER
6.
For ten points, what echinoderm makes up Class Asteroidea?

ANSWER:  STARFISH (or SEA STAR)

7.
He organized a cooperative economic system during the 1870s called the United Order, in order to make his followers self-sufficient.  For ten points, what second president of the Mormon Church directed the exodus from Illinois to Utah after Joseph Smith was shot?

ANSWER:  Brigham YOUNG
8.
For ten points, what Shakespeare play’s main plot deals with a monarch’s favoritism of his two evil daughters over his good daughter Cordelia?

ANSWER:  KING LEAR
9.
For 10 points, what company owns over 1,300 radio stations worldwide, making it the largest radio station owner in the country?

ANSWER: CLEAR CHANNEL Communications

10.
He was proclaimed Prince of Wales in 1400 by his followers, and was the last Welshman to be Prince of Wales. In 1405 and 1406, he made an alliance with France and convened a Welsh Parliament. However, the French were defeated and the English captured his capital in 1409. For 10 points, who is this man who rebelled against the English?

ANSWER: Owen GLENDOWER
11.
When the word side follows this word, it means the side where someone is not paying attention. When the word date follows this word, it refers to a date between a man and woman who have not previously met. For 10 points, what is this word that when followed by the word spot, means the area of the retina where the optic nerve meets the eye?

ANSWER: BLIND
12.
For ten points, what 1786 opera about a valet from Seville was perhaps Mozart’s most successful?

ANSWER:  The MARRIAGE OF FIGARO
13.
This city, the county seat of Clark County, and its suburb of Henderson are among the top 10 fastest-growing cities in the nation. Randall Flagg selected this city as his capital in the Steven King novel The Stand. For 10 points, what is this city best known for its casinos?

ANSWER: LAS VEGAS
14.
A Hungarian by birth, in 1930 he was named a professor at Princeton.  He developed the concept of a stored-program device, greatly advancing digital computer technology.  For ten points, which scientist is also known for developing the “minimax” and non-zero-sum game theories?

ANSWER:  John VON NEUMANN (von NOY-man)

15.
In 1608, he founded the city of Quebec. For 10 points, who is this French explorer for whom a large lake between Vermont and New York is named?

ANSWER: Samuel de CHAMPLAIN
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
The 1920s Progressive leader Robert La Follette was the governor of what state?

ANSWER: WISCONSIN
1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The function y equals x-squared minus 2 (y = x2 – 2) is a parabola.  What is the image, or range, of this function?

ANSWER: Y IS GREATER THAN OR EQUAL TO -2
2A.
The drugs Vioxx, Zocor and Propecia are made by what pharmaceutical company that has its Stonewall plant in Elkton, Virginia?

ANSWER:  MERCK
2B.
What is the most widely spoken of the Romance languages?

ANSWER: SPANISH
3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is cotangent of theta expressed in terms of cosine of theta and sine of theta?

ANSWER: COTANGENT OF THETA = COSINE OF THETA OVER SINE OF THETA

3B.
Digambara and Svetambara are the two major divisions of what Indian religion founded by Mahavira?

ANSWER:  JAINISM (JAY-in-ism)

4A.
In the Great Gatsby, what was the last name of the characters Tom and Daisy?

ANSWER: BUCHANAN
4B. 
Thaddeus Stevens was the leader of what group of Congressmen that sought to exact a harsh punishment from the conquered South after the Civil War?

ANSWER: RADICAL REPUBLICANS
5A.
What computer game manufacturer has just suspended 14,000 players from its online version of Warcraft III?

ANSWER: BLIZZARD Software

5B.
What is the general name of a substance, usually organic, which is a long chain of identical repeated molecules? 

ANSWER: POLYMER
6A. 
The Ainu (EYE-noo) are the original natives of what country?

ANSWER: JAPAN 

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In how many ways can you select 5 items from an 8-item salad bar?

ANSWER: 56
7A.
On a 2-mile long track, the start and finish lines are the same. What is the total displacement of a car that has just completed a 200-lap race?

ANSWER: 0 (0 of any measure, since the car ended where it started.)

7B.
What word comes from two Greek words meaning “lover of wisdom?”

ANSWER: PHILOSOPHY (accept philosopher and other variations)


8A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. At what point between 0 and PI, in radians, is the cotangent 1?

ANSWER: PI / 4

8B.
Ward Weaver was arrested in August for allegedly killing two teenage girls in what state?

ANSWER: OREGON
9A.
Who penned the plays “Titus Andronicus” and “Coriolanus?”

ANSWER:  William SHAKESPEARE
9B.
The MTA is the subway and bus system for what major American city?

ANSWER: BOSTON
10A.
This year marks the bicentennial of what Beethoven (BAY-toe-ven) composition, officially titled Piano Sonata Number 14 in C-Sharp Minor, but named after a celestial characteristic?

ANSWER:  MOONLIGHT Sonata

10B.
The taxonomic kingdom Monera includes blue-green algae and what other major division, consisting of one-celled prokaryotic organisms?

ANSWER:  BACTERIA
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
For 10 points, what man ruled as dictator of the Philippines between 1965 and 1986?

ANSWER: Ferdinand MARCOS
2.
For silver it is 107.87 grams, for chlorine, it is 35.45 grams, for oxygen it is 15.99 grams, and for helium it is 4.00 grams. For 10 points, what is this amount, the weight of Avogadro’s number of atoms? 

ANSWER: MOLAR MASS (accept any answer with mass and mole in it, such as “mass of one mole”, etc. However, don’t accept weight – weight and mass are different.)

3.
For ten points, what branch of zoology concerns the study of birds?

ANSWER:  ORNITHOLOGY
4.
 As a newspaper reporter, he wrote a series of articles exposing the facts of a Colombian naval disaster, which became his book The Story of a Shipwrecked Sailor.  For ten points, what Latin American writer also penned Love in the Time of Cholera and One Hundred Years of Solitude?

ANSWER:  Gabriel GARCIA MARQUEZ (prompt on “Marquez”)

5.
Hyperion the Titan represented, for ten points, what celestial body, later personified by his child Helios the god?

ANSWER:  the SUN
6.
For 10 points, who is the author of the novels This Sandwich has No Mayonnaise and Catcher in the Rye?

ANSWER: J.D. SALINGER
7.
While Elmo got most of the press, Grover, Big Bird, Ernie and Cookie Monster also had dolls in this series. The latest version of the Elmo doll was labeled “Surprise” – it could announce you had won a prize or exhibit a new behavior. For 10 points, what are these dolls named for the action you must perform on them in order to get them to start laughing and vibrating?

ANSWER: TICKLE ME
8.
He created an Athenian legal code in 621 BC, which established the principle that murder must be punished by the state and not by a vendetta. His code, however, proscribed death for the most trivial of offenses, and was made less harsh by Solon. For 10 points, who is this Athenian whose name has become a synonym for harsh legislation?

ANSWER: DRACO
9.
The central type has a single vertical pipe and develops a conical shape, while the fissure type features a quiet ejection of lava.  For ten points, from which vents in the earth’s crust does magma erupt?

ANSWER:  VOLCANOes

10.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two standard dice are tossed.  For 10 points, what is the probability that the maximum on the faces showing is a 4?

ANSWER: 6/36 

11.
Carbon can exist as several allotropes: diamonds, graphite, soot and buckyballs. This is an example of, for 10 points, what property of some materials to have more than one solid form, a term whose name comes from the Greek for “many shapes?”

ANSWER: POLYMORPHISM (accept polymorphous)

12.
For 10 points, John Alden and Priscilla are two of the main characters in what Longfellow epic poem set in 1621 in Plymouth Colony?

ANSWER: THE COURTSHIP OF MILES STANDISH
13.
William Shakespeare was a principal actor in this playwright’s “Every Man and His Humour,” a satire of London life.  For ten points, who was this dramatist who was almost executed for killing an actor in a duel, eight years before writing his great comedy “Volpone” (vole-PO-nay)?

ANSWER:  Ben JONSON
14.
For 10 points, the truce that ended the Korean War was signed at what village?

ANSWER: PANMUNJOM 

15.
In the 1920s he drew sketches for the National Police Gazette, and also put together a wire and wood composition entitled Circus, including marionettes that could be manipulated by hand.  For ten points, which American sculptor turned more abstract, constructing stabiles and mobiles such as Lobster Trap and Fish Tail?

ANSWER:  Alexander CALDER
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
2 answers required. For 10 points, what pair of similarly-sounding words mean an open-air market with many vendors, and strange or unusual? 

ANSWER: BAZAAR and BIZARRE
2.
In a presidential system, such as the US, the President serves this role. However, in a parliamentary system, such as Germany, Israel or the UK, this role is filled by a figure considered to be above politics, such as a king, queen, or even a President. For 10 points, what is this role which serves as the symbol of a nation, as opposed to the head of government?

ANSWER: HEAD OF STATE
3.
For 10 points, on September 4, who won the American Idol finale on Fox?

ANSWER: Kelly CLARKSON (prompt on Kelly)

4.
Also known as mural or dalag, they usually have a protruding bulldog-like lower jaw, and possess two specialized air-breathing chambers above their gill cavities, enabling them to breathe out of water for long periods of time.  For ten points, what unique type of fish is usually found in Asia or Africa, but in 2002 have menaced American ponds?

ANSWER:  SNAKEHEADs or SNAKEFISHes
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A line can be formed between the point (-2, -5) and the point (3, 4).  For 10 points, what is the equation of this line in slope-intercept form?

ANSWER: Y = 9/5X – 7/5
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


