Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #9

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Christopher Moretti are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
 This country has seen increased scrutiny since the bombing of the USS Cole occurred in its capital, Aden. For 10 points, what is this country where terrorist hunts are currently ongoing, and where many suspected terrorists have fled?

ANSWER: YEMEN
2.
For 10 points, what dog is the main character in The Call of the Wild?

ANSWER: BUCK
3.
For an electron it is either ½ or –1/2. For 10 points, what is this property of particles, a built-in angular momentum that is possessed even when the particle is at rest?

ANSWER: SPIN
4.
For 10 points, what woman was the last queen of Egypt?

ANSWER: CLEOPATRA VII

5.
Take the two C++ statements, A = 3 and A = ++B (A equals plus plus B.) For 10 points, what is the value of A after those two statements are executed?

ANSWER: 4 (the ++ before B indicates that B is incremented by one before the A = ++B statement is executed.)

6.
For 10 points, who won the Presidential race of 1928?

ANSWER: Herbert HOOVER
7.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the greatest common factor of 20 and 72?

ANSWER: 4
8.
For ten points, what English philosopher believed that the mind began as a blank slate (or tabula rasa)?

ANSWER:  John LOCKE
9.
Plant and animal fossils under 50,000 years old can be given an approximate age with a dating technique using, for ten points, what isotope of an element with atomic number 6? 

ANSWER:  CARBON-14 dating or RADIOCARBON dating

10.
The author’s brother Stanislaus is the model for “A Painful Case,” while the last story in the collection is known simply as “The Dead.”  For ten points, what group of 15 stories was written by James Joyce and named after an Irish city?

ANSWER:  DUBLINERS
11.
For 10 points, what author created the character, Walter Mitty?

ANSWER: James THURBER
12.
On the 5th, the Egyptian, Syrian, Jordanian and Iraqi air forces were knocked out of the war. With total air superiority, the Israelis were able to conquer the entire Sinai Peninsula, advance to the Jordan River and knock the Syrians out of the Golan Heights by the 10th. For 10 points, this describes what war fought in 1967?

ANSWER: SIX-DAY war

13.
Too Much Time On My Hands, Blue Collar Man, Lady, Lorelei, Best of Times, Babe, Mr Roboto and Show Me The Way were all hits by, for 10 points, what 1970s band?

ANSWER: STYX
 

14.
For ten points, which French physicist and descendant of a noble family developed the duality theory, stating that matter contains properties of both particles and waves?

ANSWER:  Louis Victor DE BROGLIE (de BRO-glee)

15.
In the sentence “The loser of the bout, Mike Tyson, wanted a rematch”, “Mike Tyson” is referred to as, for 10 points, what type of noun or pronoun that renames a preceding noun? 

ANSWER: APPOSITIVE

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Who wrote the novel, The Good Earth?

ANSWER: Pearl S. BUCK
1B.
Central High School in what city served as the first test of the forced integration after the Brown v Board of Education ruling in 1954?

ANSWER: LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas

2A.
Who plays Tony Soprano on HBO’s The Sopranos?

ANSWER: James GANDOLFINI

2B.
Tennyson’s “Idylls of the King” and Milton’s Paradise Lost were both written in what verse form, consisting of unrhymed iambic pentameter?

ANSWER:  BLANK VERSE
3A. 
What religious reformer is credited as the founder of the colony of Rhode Island?

ANSWER: Roger WILLIAMS
3B.
The largest order of gymnosperms is what group of evergreen trees and shrubs, such as firs and pines?

ANSWER:  CONIFERs

4A.
What name is given to the thin-walled enlargement of the digestive tract in birds, annelids and insects – but not in corn -- located between the esophagus and the stomach?

ANSWER:  CROP
4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. There are nine items at a salad bar.   In how many ways can seven, eight or nine items be chosen?

ANSWER: 46
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the infinite series whose first four terms are 1, ½, ¼, and 1/8?

ANSWER: 2 (Let A be the sum of the entire series. Multiply every term by 2, that’s 2A. Subtract A from 2A, yielding 2.)

5B.
What was the name of the Cyclops Ulysses faced in the Odyssey?

ANSWER: POLYPHEMUS
6A.
What is the French translation of the English words “I am”?

ANSWER: JE SUIS (zhuh SWEE)

6B.
While Fairfax is the most populous county in Virginia, what county is the second most populous county in Virginia?

ANSWER: PRINCE WILLIAM
7A.
What famous architect designed the house known as Fallingwater?

ANSWER:  Frank Llyod WRIGHT
7B.
What seven-letter word that comes from the Latin word meaning “to run” means a hastily or superficially performed task, as in a review?

ANSWER: CURSORY
8A. 
Babur, Akbar and Shah Jahan were the three greatest rulers of what Moslem dynasty in India?

ANSWER: MUGHALs or MOGULs

8B.
What name is given to the “bending” of waves that occurs when a wave hits a boundary between two media?

ANSWER: REFRACTION
9A.
What word, meaning “unreactive”, is especially used to describe the gasses in column 8-A of the periodic table, including helium, neon and xenon?

ANSWER: INERT
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A dealer wants to create a package of mixed nuts using 20 pounds of nuts selling at 45¢ per pound and some nuts selling at 60¢ per pound.  If the dealer wants the mixed package to sell for 50¢ per pound, how much of the more expensive nuts should he use?

ANSWER: 10 POUNDS

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A cylinder has a height of 8 and a basic radius of 6.  For 10 points, in terms of pi, what is the total external surface area of the cone?

ANSWER: 168π

10B.
 David Westerfield has recently been given the death penalty for the death of what 7-year-old girl?

ANSWER: Danielle van DAM
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
John Suckling, Thomas Carew, Richard Lovelace, and most notably, Robert Herrick, were all members of this group loyal to King Charles I during the English Civil War.  For ten points, what group of poets shares its name with the nickname of the University of Virginia?

ANSWER:  CAVALIER poets (accept CAVALIERS)

2.
For ten points, who do Muslims believe is the one, unique and true God?


ANSWER:  ALLAH
3.
In his 1798 Essay on the Principle of Population, he theorized that overpopulation was possible, and that famine, disease and war were the natural consequences. For 10 points, who was this man that theorized that population could increase geometrically but the methods of supporting population only arithmetically?

ANSWER: Thomas MALTHUS
4.
Muriatic acid is an old name of, for 10 points, what strong acid which forms sodium chloride when mixed with sodium hydroxide, and consists of one atom of hydrogen and one atom of chlorine?

ANSWER: HYDROCHLORIC ACID
5.
For 10 points, who was the founder of the American Federation of Labor?

ANSWER: Samuel GOMPERS
6.
For ten points, who was the British critic who was sued for libel after he attacked James Whistler’s work?

ANSWER:  John RUSKIN
7.
One can find Kandula the Asian elephant, as well as Mei Xiang (MAY SHONG) the giant panda in, for ten points, which animal sanctuary located near Woodley Park in Washington, D.C.?

ANSWER:  NATIONAL ZOO(ological Park) 

8.
For 10 points, what city was the capital of the Byzantine Empire, and is now known as Istanbul?

ANSWER: CONSTANTINOPLE (prompt on Istanbul)

9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, for any number x, what is the greatest common factor of x and 1?

ANSWER: 1
10.
She has returned to eating meat and wearing leather after breaking up with Tom Green. For 10 points, who is this movie star who has appeared in Home Fries, Riding In Cars With Boys and Charlie’s Angels?

ANSWER: Drew BARRYMORE
11.
They are about 100 islands, of which 20 are populated. The largest island, Mainland, contains the capital, Lerwick. These islands are the northernmost part of the United Kingdom. For 10 points, what are these islands probably best known for their dwarf ponies?

ANSWER: SHETLAND Islands

12.
For 10 points, what are the names of the two Finch kids in To Kill a Mockingbird?

ANSWER: JEM and SCOUT
13.
For 10 points, what soon to be former California Congressman has had his problems revolve around former intern Chanda Levy?

ANSWER: Gary CONDIT
14.
For ten points, Edward Steichen, Man Ray, and Ansel Adams were all famous practitioners of what art medium?

ANSWER:  PHOTOGRAPHY (or PHOTOGRAPHERs)

15.
In insects, they are folds of integument; in bats, they are membranes stretched over elongated arm and hand bones.  For ten points, what structures are attached to forelimbs in birds, enabling flight?

ANSWER:  WINGs

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
It is made up of distinct A, B, and C layers called horizons, that roughly parallel the earth’s surface.  For ten points, in what upper surface area of loose and rich earth materials do plants grow?

ANSWER:  SOIL
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For ten points, what is the tangent of 60 degrees?

ANSWER: √3

3.
For ten points, what opera about an Egyptian warrior and the title Ethiopian slave was composed in 1871 by Giuseppe Verdi?

ANSWER:  AIDA (eye-EE-da)

4.
In biology, this word refers to the organism that harbors and provides nourishment for a parasite. For 10 points, what is this word that more commonly refers to someone who serves as a master of ceremonies for an entertainment program?

ANSWER: HOST
5.
For 10 points, what is the term given to a “game” where the gain of one person is automatically the loss of another person?

ANSWER: ZERO SUM game
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