Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #12

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Christopher Moretti are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
For 10 points, what Walt Whitman poem eulogizes Abraham Lincoln?

ANSWER: O CAPTAIN! MY CAPTAIN!

2.
The priest Miguel Hidalgo and the patriot Jose Maria Morelos led a revolt against Spanish rule in this nation, but the general Augustin de Iturbide (ee-TUR-bee-day) emerged victorious. For 10 points, this is the early history of what country, where Guadalupe Victoria and Santa Anna eventually drove out Iturbide?

ANSWER: MEXICO
3.
In Hinduism it means the extinction of the flame of life and reunion with the Brahma World Soul, while in Buddhism it refers to the dying in the heart of the triple fire of raga, dasa, and moha.  For ten points, what is this ultimate state attained by Buddha, though perhaps not by Dave Grohl and Kurt Cobain?


ANSWER:  NIRVANA
4.
For 10 points, what type of experiment is conducted so neither the observer nor the observed know the true conditions of the experiment?

ANSWER: DOUBLE-BLIND EXPERIMENT
5.
This class of hydrocarbons has the general formula CxH2x+2, and are identified with the suffix –ane (spell the suffix out). For 10 points, what is this class of saturated hydrocarbons, the simplest of which is methane?

ANSWER: ALKANEs

6.
When pure, it is a white, lustrous metal. Its low density, strength and resistance to corrosion make it useful in industrial applications, especially in the aerospace and maritime industries. For 10 points, what is this element with symbol Ti?

ANSWER: TITANIUM
7.
On the first two days, this old man asks for jewelry, but on the third day, he asks for a miller’s daughter’s first-born child.  For ten points, what character in a Grimm fairy tale helps a future queen by spinning straw into gold, but does not get his baby when that queen guesses his name?

ANSWER:  RUMPLESTILTSKIN
8.
C.S. Peirce first developed this philosophy in the 1870s, while William James and John Dewey expanded on its principles.  For ten points, adherents of what movement believed that both the meaning and the truth of any idea is a function of its practical outcome?

ANSWER: PRAGMATISM (accept pragmatic)

9.
For ten points, who was the French composer of “Bolero?”

ANSWER:  Maurice RAVEL
10.
It was opposed by Andrew Jackson due to the fact that most of its stockholders were either foreign or lived in Northeastern states. Although he could not eliminate it, he tried to replace its power with a series of state banks called “pet banks”. For 10 points, what was this institution, the United States’ first attempt to create a central banking system?

ANSWER: (Second) BANK OF THE UNITED STATES
11.
For ten points, Friedrich Schiller based what 1804 play of his on a Swiss legend about a man who refused to salute an Austrian hat on a pole, and was then forced to shoot an apple off his son’s head?

ANSWER:  WILLIAM TELL
12.
For 10 points, who was the title role in Lara Croft: Tomb Raider?

ANSWER: Angelina JOLIE
13.
For 10 points, what name is given to a stock selling strategy that relies on the price of the stock going down?

ANSWER: SHORT selling

14.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Tests and the final make up the entire grade in a certain class.  A student receives scores of 93, 81, 67, and 99 on tests in that class.  If the final counts the same as the average of the four exams, what must the grade on the final be for the student to get a 92% in the class?

ANSWER: 99%

15.
He discovered that vibrating strings can produce harmonious tones when whole numbers were used for the ratios of their lengths.  For ten points, what native of Samos also proved that the square of a hypotenuse of a right triangle is equal to the sum of the squares of its other two sides?

ANSWER:  PYTHAGORAS
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
What property used to identify minerals is denoted by the appearance of a mineral’s surface in reflected light?


ANSWER:  LUSTER
1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what number, when divided by 3 yields a quotient of 6 with a remainder of 2?

ANSWER: 20
2A.
The battle of the Plains of Abraham was fought outside the gates to what city?

ANSWER: QUEBEC city (French and Indian War)

2B.
What semiautobiographical novel about a passionate old man established a reputation in the USA for author Nikos Kazantzakis (kah-zahn-TSAH-kiss), and was made into a successful movie starring Anthony Quinn?

ANSWER:  ZORBA THE GREEK
3A.
What poem by Edgar Allan Poe begins, “It was many and many a year ago, / In a kingdom by the sea, / That a maiden lived there whom you may know / By the name of (BLANK)?”

ANSWER: ANNABEL LEE
3B.
How many significant digits are in the number 0.00193800?

ANSWER: SIX
4A.
The god of twins, the planet Venus, and the wind was what light-skinned feathered-snake deity, who vowed to return to Aztec lands to claim his earthly kingdom?

ANSWER: QUETZALCOATL (ketz-al-KWA-tull)

4B.
Who catapulted himself from battlefield victory at Monterrey and Buena Vista into the Presidency?

ANSWER: Zachary TAYLOR
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The probability that an archer hits the target when it is windy is .5.  When it is not windy, the probability rises to .9.  On any given shot the probability of a wind gust is .3.  What is the probability that she hits the target with her first shot?

ANSWER: .78 (seventy eight hundredths)

5B.
What composer of “A Lincoln Portrait” also scored music for the films “The Red Pony” and “Our Town”, as well as the ballet scores “Rodeo” and “Appalachian Spring?”

ANSWER:  Aaron COPLAND (COPE-land)

6A.
What type of tissue contains two types of cells, tracheids and vessel elements, and is responsible for transporting water from the roots to leaves in plants?

ANSWER:  XYLEM
6B.
The Universe consists of the first ten non-negative integers (i.e. 0 through 9).  Set A consists of {1, 2, 3, 4} and set B consists of {0, 2, 4, 6}.  For 10 points, what is the complement of the union of A and B?

ANSWER: {5, 7, 8, 9}

7A.
What dynasty of England ruled between 1154 and 1485?

ANSWER: PLANTAGENET (plan-tah-ZHEH-nay)

7B.
What is, for 10 points, the demonstrative pronoun in the following sentence? “Those songs are the ones that she loved the most.”

ANSWER: THOSE
8A.
What word comes from two German words meaning “joy” and “damage”, and means the malicious satisfaction taken from the problems of others?

ANSWER: SCHADENFREUDE (SHOD-en-froy-duh)

8B.
What is the name given to the removal of a solid from a suspension in liquid by passing it through a fine porous paper or a sieve?

ANSWER: FILTERING or FILTRATION
9A.
What Arlington, Virginia, based airline has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy but hopes to continue operating?

ANSWER: US AIRways

9B.
What is the longest river in China?

ANSWER: YANGTZE (yang-TSEE) River

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Lance leaves for school, which is 7 miles away, at 6:00.  He rides his bicycle at 12 miles per hour towards school.  After he leaves, his mother notices that he forgot his homework.  She leaves at 6:20 to catch him, driving at 36 miles per hour, or 3 miles every 5 minutes.  How far away from the school is Lance when his mother catches him with his homework?

ANSWER: 1 MILE

10B.
When his sponsors didn’t pay the money owed to the Russians, what member of N’Sync had his astronaut career come to an untimely end?

ANSWER: Lance BASS
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
They were never a formal group, but around 1825 Thomas Cole and a number of other painters moved from New York City to areas upstate, painting Romantic landscapes of the Catskill Mountains.  For ten points, what group of artists, also including Durand and Church, was named for a river in eastern New York State?

ANSWER:  HUSDON RIVER school

2.
He was a scholar of some renown at Oxford, and arrived in Massachusetts, becoming a famous minister. His protestations of sinfulness are true – he fathered an illegitimate child, Pearl, with a married woman, Hester. For 10 points, who is this character in Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter?

ANSWER: Reverend Arthur DIMMESDALE
3.
For 10 points, who accused Alger Hiss of being a Soviet spy?

ANSWER: Whittaker CHAMBERS
4.
In German, this color is gelb (GELB). In French, this color is jaune (ZHOHN). For 10 points, what is this color which in Spanish is amarillo (ah-mah-REE-yoh)?

ANSWER: YELLOW 

5.
 The statuary variety must be pure white and of uniform size in order to retain its high value.  Found in core areas of younger mountain chains, for ten points, is what rock composed of metamorphosed limestone, and used for building great monuments?

ANSWER:  MARBLE
6.
For 10 points, whose debut album, Let Go, contains the singles Sk8er (SKAY-ter) Boi and Complicated?

ANSWER: Avril LAVIGNE
7.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Angle A is 36 degrees more than twice the complement of angle A.  For 10 points, what is angle A?

ANSWER: 72 DEGREES
8.
In medical lingo, it is called “talipes equinovarus,” and while it is usually congenital, it is sometimes caused by polio or spinal cord disorders.  For ten points, what condition, often treated by a plaster cast, features an inward twisting from the ankle downward?

ANSWER:  CLUBFOOT
9.
P.J. Patterson, Edward Seaga (SAY-ah-gah) and Michael Manley have dominated the political landscape of this Caribbean nation since its 1962 independence from Great Britain. For 10 points, what is this nation whose capital is Kingston?

ANSWER: JAMAICA
10.
Who wrote the novel, A Separate Peace?

ANSWER: John KNOWLES
11.
The flag of this country consists of narrow white and red bands on the top and bottom and a wide blue band in the middle. It is bordered by Burma, Cambodia, Laos and Malaysia. For 10 points, what is this country whose capital is Bangkok?

ANSWER: THAILAND
12.
In this play, the businessman Lopakhin (low-pah-KEEN) tries to get the family to build houses on their land, but when Lyubov Ranevsky refuses, Lopakhin evicts the family anyway.  This is the plot of, for ten points, what Anton Chekhov drama where trees in the title locale are axed?

ANSWER:  THE CHERRY ORCHARD
13.
(Note to moderator: spell out all abbreviations) The civil war in this country is downright confusing. The AUC are a paramilitary group that supports the government. The ELN and FARC are both left-wing guerrilla groups that don’t really cooperate closely, despite having nearly identical aims. The ever-present drug lords are still protecting their businesses. President Alvaro Uribe is trying to create order in, for 10 points, what South American country?

ANSWER: COLOMBIA
14.
Grant, commit, rollback, delete, create table and select are among the commands in, for 10 points, what language which is most often used to manipulate and select records from databases?

ANSWER: SQL (see-KWEL, or it can be spelled out) or STRUCTURED QUERY LANGUAGE 
15.
Even though it used low-energy X-rays, because of the remaining side effects connected to radiation it is still not recommended before the age of 35.  First used widely by Dr. Robert Egan, for ten points, what procedure is used to map and detect cancerous breast tumors?

ANSWER:  MAMMOGRAM (or MAMMOGRAPHY)

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Manhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau filed court claims in September that former CFO Mark Swartz and former CEO Dennis Kozlowski stole over $150 million from, for 10 points, what corporation?

ANSWER: TYCO International Ltd.

2.
Specifically, it is a blood-filled protrusion in the wall of a blood vessel, but some people refer to its rupture as the condition itself.  For ten points, what blood vessel enlargement can cause strokes, collapse, and death in humans?

ANSWER:  ANEURYSM (AN-yur-is-um)

3.
For 10 points, how many vertices are in a cube?

ANSWER: 8
4.
For 10 points, what West African empire was supplanted by the Mali and Songhai empires?

ANSWER: GHANA Empire

5.
Informally, this four-letter word refers to an intensification of police activity. For animal lovers, it refers to a time of year when a female is seeking to mate. In athletics, it refers to a preliminary contest to determine finalists. For 10 points, what is this word that refers to an energy that increases temperature?

ANSWER: HEAT
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


