Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #14

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Christopher Moretti are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
After winning the battles of Issus, Granacus, Gaugamela and Hydaspes (hee-DAH-speez), his men refused to go any further. So he went back to Susa and tried to begin molding his empire, which extended from Greece to the Punjab. However, he caught a fever and died in 323 BC. For 10 points, this is a description of the life of what conqueror and king of Macedonia?

ANSWER: ALEXANDER THE GREAT
2.
For 10 points, who invented the Difference and Analytical Engines?

ANSWER: Charles BABBAGE
3.
Less than 10 months after surgery to repair a torn ACL in his left knee, he was back at it again, going through the Miami defense for 138 yards in 30 carries. It marks a promising sign for this 1999 Miami graduate who rushed for over 1500 yards in both 1999 and 2000. For 10 points, who is this running back for the Indianapolis Colts?

ANSWER: Edgerrin JAMES
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what number associated with Roger Maris yields a quotient of 7 with a remainder of 5 when divided by 8?

ANSWER: 61
5.
For 10 points, who does George shoot at the end of the Steinbeck novel Of Mice and Men?

ANSWER: LENNIE Small

6.
Rooted in the Scientific Revolution, for ten points, what eighteenth century European philosophical movement believed in human progress, the superiority of reason to guide knowledge, and a questioning of traditional Christianity?

ANSWER:  the ENLIGHTENMENT
7.
For 10 points, what former Alabama governor was the last third-party candidate to win an electoral vote?

ANSWER: George WALLACE
8.
For ten points, what author of the short story “The Metamorphosis” and the novel The Castle asked his friend Max Brod to burn all his manuscripts when he died?

ANSWER:  Franz KAFKA
9.
For 10 points, who lost the Presidential race to Ronald Reagan in 1984?

ANSWER: Walter MONDALE
10.
This term describes a solvent that can hold no more of a solute. For 10 points, what is this term that also describes a hydrocarbon which can hold no more hydrogen atoms?

ANSWER: SATURATED
11.
This 5-letter word, as a noun, can mean a protective earthwork or the horse a jockey is riding. For 10 points, what is this word that refers to a very high elevation?

ANSWER: MOUNT
12.
For 10 points, what king allegedly said “A horse! A horse! My kingdom for a horse!”

ANSWER: RICHARD III
13.
For ten points, what largest gland in the body produces bile?

ANSWER:  LIVER
14.
Studios initially wanted to have Marisa Tomei play the lead female role and have the family be Italian. Fortunately, this movie’s writer and star, Nia Vardalos, kept herself – and her nationality – in the movie. Over the spring, it quietly gained word-of-mouth and has now spent several weeks in September near the top of the box office charts. For 10 points, what is this popular comedy about the preparations for a marriage?

ANSWER: MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING
15.
Nineteenth century Peruvian fishermen gave it its name because it first sprung up around Christmas time.  For ten points, what ocean current, at its peak between January and March, causes unusually warm surface waters along the Pacific coast of South America every few years?

ANSWER:  EL NIÑO
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
As opposed to marshes, what type of wetland is more periodically flooded and populated by more trees than grasses?

ANSWER:  SWAMPs

1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The function y equals one over x (y = 1/x) is an inverse hyperbola.  What is the domain of this function?

ANSWER: X IS NOT EQUAL TO ZERO
2A.
Dig’em, the pitchman for Kellogg’s Smacks cereal, is what type of animal?

ANSWER: FROG
2B.
What word refers to a pathological obsession with a single object or idea and comes from the Greek for “one frenzy”?

ANSWER: MONOMANIA
3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the base, in inches, of a right isosceles triangle with legs of 5 inches and an altitude of 4 inches?

ANSWER: 6 inches

3B.
The town of Pickrell is located in what state that can claim Warren Buffett and Malcolm X as natives?

ANSWER: NEBRASKA
4A.
For ten points, in Coleridge’s famous poem, what bird does the ancient mariner kill?

ANSWER:  ALBATROSS
4B.
Phobos is one of the two moons of Mars. What is the other moon of Mars?

ANSWER: DEIMOS
5A.
What Swiss psychoanalyst, who started as a disciple of Freud and later split with him, created the principle of the collective unconscious?

ANSWER: Carl JUNG
5B.
What modern dance pioneer who performed in freely flowing tunics met an untimely end when her scarf caught in the wheel of her sports car, strangling her to death?

ANSWER:  Isadora DUNCAN
6A.
What term describes the heat that is absorbed or released during the process of a state change, such as gas to liquid, or solid to liquid?

ANSWER: LATENT heat

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of x in the following equation: 3x + 2 equals 4x – 5?

ANSWER: X=7
7A.
Who is the current mayor of New York City?

ANSWER: Michael BLOOMBERG

7B.
Who wrote the novel Sister Carrie?

ANSWER: Theodore DREISER
8A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the 2,001st term of the arithmetic sequence { -1, 2, 5, 8, 11 … } ?

ANSWER: 5,999
8B.
In the Miranda Supreme Court case, Miranda was the plaintiff. What state was the defendant?

ANSWER: ARIZONA
9A.
In Pike’s Peak, Pike is an example of, for 10 points, what word that describes the person for whom something is named?

ANSWER: EPONYM
9B.
What alkaloid heterocyclic compound extracted from chinchona bark was used for centuries in order to prevent and treat malaria?

ANSWER:  QUININE
10A.
Who defeated the Labour government of James Callaghan and was replaced as Prime Minister by John Major in an internal party coup?

ANSWER: Margaret THATCHER
10B.
The great hall of Valhalla was in what home of the Norse gods?

ANSWER: ASGARD
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
The first one was founded by Nathan Bedford Forrest in 1866, but was disbanded due to Forrest’s distaste at the excessive violence of individual members. William Simmons founded the second one in 1915, and added Catholics and Jews to its target list. For 10 points, what is this organization best known for its racism and its white hooded uniforms?

ANSWER: KU KLUX KLAN
2.
Usually divided into four or five movements, its name comes from the Latin for “a sounding together.”  For ten points, what major musical form can be found in 15 examples by Shostakovich, ten by Mahler, and of course nine by Beethoven (BAY-toe-ven)?

ANSWER:  SYMPHONY
3.
For 10 points, what country in September became the 190th member of the United Nations, a country well-known for its neutrality?

ANSWER: SWITZERLAND
4.
For 10 points, who was the runaway slave that was Huckleberry Finn’s companion?

ANSWER: JIM

5.
For the electromagnetic field, it is the photon. For the gravitational field, it is the graviton. It is generally defined as the minimum amount by which some quantity, such as energy or angular momentum, can change. For 10 points, what is this word which has revolutionized physics in the 20th century?

ANSWER: QUANTUM
6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the smallest integer greater than 1 that is both a perfect square and a perfect cube?

ANSWER: 64 (64 = 8 * 8 = 4 * 4 * 4)

7.
For ten points, Ole Rolvaag’s (ROLL-vags) Giants in the Earth is a story of immigrants from which Scandinavian nation, the homeland of playwright Henrik Ibsen?

ANSWER:  NORWAY
8.
He discovered that other galaxies were headed away from the Milky Way at velocities that increased in proportion to their distance from Earth.  For ten points, which American astronomer developed an eponymous constant, and also has a telescope in space named after him?

ANSWER:  Edwin HUBBLE
9.
For 10 points, what man was forced, by Douglas MacArthur and the occupation force, to admit to his people that he was not a God on January 1, 1946?

ANSWER: HIROHITO (prompt on Emperor of Japan)
10.
Who wrote the orchestral work Peter and the Wolf?

ANSWER:  Sergei PROKOFIEV
11.
Originally, they were specially trained military technicians who parachuted down to vital locations during the Korean War in order to aid victims.  Today, workers must complete 110 hours of training before being certified as, for ten points, what type of ambulance-related workers, also known as emergency medical technicians?

ANSWER:  PARAMEDICs (accept EMTs or EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANs until mentioned)

12.
A teacher copies part of a book to distribute to her class. A person buys a CD and makes a tape of it so he can listen to it in his car. For 10 points, these are examples of what law that allows people to use copyrighted materials for purely personal or educational purposes?

ANSWER: FAIR USE law

13.
For ten points, what term denotes Jewish communities that live outside of Palestine, as the result of dispersion out of the Holy Land?

ANSWER:  DIASPORA
14.
For 10 points, who wrote Cat’s Cradle and Slaughterhouse-Five?

ANSWER: Kurt VONNEGUT, Jr. 

15.
Although it has been used in ceremonial purposes for over 4,000 years, only in the past century has it once again been used in everyday conversation. For 10 points, what is this language that is spoken in Israel? 

ANSWER: HEBREW
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Prime Minister Goeran (YOH-run) Persson claimed victory for his left-wing Social Democrats in, for 10 points, what Scandinavian country which defines the term “welfare state”?

ANSWER: SWEDEN
2.
For 10 points, what name is given to an angle with measure between 90 and 180 degrees?

ANSWER: OBTUSE
3.
“The Little Fir Tree,” “The Red Shoes,” “The Ugly Duckling,” and “The Emperor’s New Clothes” were all stories written by, for ten points, which Danish author?

ANSWER:  Hans Christian ANDERSEN
4.
For ten points, which vessels return deoxygenated blood from the tissues to the heart?

ANSWER:  VEINs

5.
Interstate 95 is the main artery for transportation on the East Coast, running continuously, except for a gap, from Maine to Florida. For 10 points, this gap is contained in what state?

ANSWER: NEW JERSEY
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