Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #16

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the sum of all integers defined by the function the absolute value of x is less than 50 (|x| < 50)?

ANSWER: 0
2.
For ten points, what was the capital of both the Republic and Imperial governments in the Star Wars films?

ANSWER: Coruscant [accept Imperial Center; accept Yuuzhan’Tar]

3.
He led his country into four wars, including two attempts to conquer the Netherlands, the War of the League of Augsburg, and the War of the Spanish Succession. He personally managed his government after the deaths of Anne of Austria and Cardinal Mazarin, reigning for so long that he outlived two generations of his descendants and was succeeded by his great-grandson. For ten points, name this absolutist “Sun King” who ruled France from 1643 to 1715.

ANSWER: Louis XIV [prompt on Louis]

4.
Esteban Trueba has made a fortune through mining and agricultural interests. However, his home life leaves a lot to be desired. His wife, Clara, doesn’t speak to him, and his daughter, Blanca, marries a Communist – while he is a Conservative Senator of the Republic of Chile. For 10 points, this is a description of what story by Isabel Allende?

ANSWER: THE HOUSE OF THE SPIRITS 

5.
For ten points, what scientist stated that it was impossible to define a system of axioms that was both complete and consistent, now known as his “incompleteness theorem?”

ANSWER:  Kurt Gödel
6.
Fed by the Rybinsk Reservoir in the Valdai Hills and flowing to Astrakhan, where it enters the Caspian Sea, its tributaries include the Kama, Oka, and Don. On its shores are the cities of Yaroslavl, Kazan, Samara, Nizhny Novgorod, and a city once known as Stalingrad. For ten points, name this 2300-mile long Russian river, Europe’s longest.

ANSWER: Volga River

7.
The real figure on which this character is based wrote science fiction stories about his trips to the moon and the sun, as well as the tragedy “The Death of Agrippina.”  For ten points, what title character of an Edmond Rostand play was known for his skill in duels as well as his very long nose?

ANSWER:  Savinien Cyrano de Bergerac (BUR-zhur-ak)

8.
Named for the English physician who first described it, patients are treated with synthetic cortical hormones, and the disease is usually no longer fatal.  For ten points, what disorder is caused by insufficient production of hormones in the adrenal cortex?

ANSWER:  Addison’s disease

9.
Orphaned by age six, he was raised by his grandfather and his uncle, who was head of the Hashim clan.  For ten points, in the year 610 what man had a vision in a cave on Mount Hira, instructing him to preach the word of the one true god Allah, thus starting Islam?

ANSWER:  Mohammed
10.
A 1945 financial conflict between ASCAP and the major radio networks weakened the popularity of this music style.  Played with bands of 10 to 12 pieces divided into instrumental sections, for ten points, what form of dance music featured bands led by the Dorsey brothers, Glenn Miller, and the “king” of the form, Benny Goodman?

ANSWER:  swing
11.
Cohesion describes the attraction between molecules of the same substance. For 10 points, what term describes the attraction between molecules of different substances, such as water to glass, or paste to paper?

ANSWER: ADHESION
12.
For ten points, who was leader of rebellions against the Spanish who became known as “The Liberator” of South America.

ANSWER: Simón José Antonio de la Santísima Trinidad Bolívar
13.
Between his government appointments, he was the CEO of such companies as General Instrument Corporation, where he oversaw development of the HDTV standard. After serving as American ambassador to NATO from 1973 to 1974, he was appointed as Gerald Ford’s White House Chief of Staff and became the youngest-ever occupant of a certain Cabinet post, which he regained under George W. Bush. For ten points, name the current Secretary of Defense.

ANSWER: Donald H. Rumsfeld

14.
Its fighting was split into three sites: at one, Stonewall Jackson’s forces, fresh from taking Harpers Ferry, defeated John Sedgewick. At another, William French and D.H. Hill fought to a draw on the “Bloody Road.” At a third, A.P. Hill and Ambrose Burnside fought inconclusively, but the Confederates withdrew over the Potomac at the conclusion of the bloodiest single day in American military history. For ten points, name this 1862 battle in Maryland.

ANSWER: Battle of Antietam Creek [or Battle of Sharpsburg]

15.
For ten points, what German 1999 Nobel laureate wrote the works Cat and Mouse and The Tin Drum?

ANSWER:  Günter Grass 

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Who was the former chairman of Worldcom?

ANSWER: Bernard EBBERS
1B.
What word describes something minor or pardonable, especially a minor sin in the eyes of the Catholic Church?

ANSWER: VENIAL
2A.
 Identify the site, whose name is Greek for “hot gates,” at which a 300-man Spartan force under Leonidas held off the Persian army in 480 BCE until the remainder of the Greek forces could organize.

ANSWER: Battle of Thermopylae
2B.
What German assistant to Tycho Brahe (TIE-koh BRA-hee) discovered three laws of planetary motion, including the relationship between orbital periods and distances from the Sun?

ANSWER:  Johannes Kepler
3A.
Dante’s Inferno features how many concentric levels, or circles, of Hell?


ANSWER:  nine
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of 17! (seventeen factorial) over 14! (fourteen factorial) ?

ANSWER: 4080
4A.
Also called glandular fever and caused by the Epstein-Barr virus, what ailment involving white blood cells is commonly known as the “kissing disease?”

ANSWER:  mononucleosis (prompt on “mono”)

4B.
The Greek gods Boreas and Zephyrus were respectively the northern and western personifications of, for ten points, what natural phenomenon?


ANSWER:  the wind
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A sphere has a radius of 4.  What is the (external) surface area of the sphere in terms of pi?

ANSWER: 64π
5B.
 The Ming dynasty was overthrown by semi-barbaric invaders from what is today China’s northeast. What was the name of these invaders?

ANSWER: MANCHUs
6A.
What orchestral suite by Gustav Holst contains seven tone poems, each intended to represent one of the titular celestial bodies?

ANSWER:  “The Planets” 

6B.
Name the author of The Golden Apples, Delta Wedding, and The Optimist’s Daughter.

ANSWER: Eudora Welty
7A.
 It contains portions of Malaysia, Indonesia and the entire Sultanate of Brunei. Name this landmass located between the South China and Java Seas, the world’s third-largest island.

ANSWER: Borneo
7B.
Joseph Lister advocated the use of what substances applied to body surfaces in order to destroy disease-causing viruses and bacteria?

ANSWER:  antiseptics (accept disinfectants)

8A.
These are two often confused identically sounding words; the verb means to influence or change, the noun means a result or outcome. Identify and spell the verb and the noun. 

ANSWER: verb A-F-F-E-C-T / noun E-F-F-E-C-T

8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the least common multiple of 14 and 22?

ANSWER: 154
9A.
What is the name of a quantity that requires two or more components to be fully described, as opposed to a scalar, which only requires one?

ANSWER: VECTOR
9B.
 Name the country where economic recovery has slowly begun under the astoundingly year-long leadership of Eduardo Duhalde.

ANSWER: República Argentina [or Argentine Republic]
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The ratio of x to y is directly proportional to the ratio of r to s, such that x/y = k times r/s.  If x = 4, s = 7, r = 6, and k = 2, what is y?

ANSWER: 7/3
10B.
 This decision stated “The power to tax is the power to destroy.” Name this 1819 Supreme Court case which held that organs of the federal government are not subject to taxation by states.

ANSWER: McCulloch v. Maryland

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Sculptures in this medium date back to the family group of King Pepi I and His Son from 2300 BCE in Egypt, as well as the Shang dynasty in China.  The Colossus of Rhodes was also rendered in, for ten points, what metal, an alloy of copper and tin also used to make third-place medals?

ANSWER:  bronze
2.
Both a small patch containing scopolamine and the spice ginger prove effective in stopping the systems of, for ten points, what nausea-inducing disorder that can also be treated with Dramamine?

ANSWER:  motion sickness or travel sickness
3.
For ten points, name the character who, after a squirrel shooting expedition with his dog Wolf, lay down to avoid the wrath of his wife and slept for twenty years.

ANSWER: Rip van Winkle

4.
 For ten points, what sixteenth-century Benedictine priest and humanist scholar wrote five books about the simple giants Pantagruel and Gargantua?

ANSWER:  Francois Rabelais
5.
For ten points, what thrice-unsuccessful Whig candidate for the Presidency and architect of the “Corrupt Bargain” of 1824 was known as the “Great Compromiser”?

ANSWER: Henry Clay
6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A trapezoid has an upper base of 36 and a lower base of 4.  The distance between the bases is 10.  For 10 points, what is the difference between the area of a rectangle with the same height and the width of the longer base and the area of the trapezoid?

ANSWER: 160 (360 – 200 = 160)

7.
This nine-letter adjective can describe someone whose temper or mood changes quickly. For 10 points, what is this word that gets its origins from the Latin god best known for his speed, the messenger god?

ANSWER: MERCURIAL
8.
For ten points, name the former Attorney General and Senator from New York, who might have become part of the first pair of Presidential brothers had Sirhan Sirhan not shot him.

ANSWER: Robert Francis Kennedy [prompt on RFK; prompt on Kennedy]

9.
Since this band’s amicable breakup in 2000, members have launched such projects as The Virgins and Zwan. Their first singles, the independently produced “Tristessa” and “I Am One,” landed them a contract for their debut album, Gish. The follow-up, Siamese Dream, was a hit, which they topped with 1995’s octuple-platinum Mellon Collie and the Infinite Sadness. For ten points, name this Billy Corgan-led band which recorded “Disarm,” “Today,” “Bullet With Butterfly Wings” and “Tonight, Tonight.”

ANSWER: Smashing Pumpkins
10.
Freon was a trade name for some of the chemicals in this category. They were non-poisonous and inert and so were used widely in refrigerants and aerosols until their role in the environment was discovered. For 10 points, what are these chemicals that are no longer used due to their role in the destruction of the ozone layer?

ANSWER: CHLOROFLUOROCARBONs or CFCs

11.
For ten points, what major all-inclusive labor union was known as the “Wobblies”?

ANSWER: Industrial Workers of the World

12.
Since winning their last championship in 1951, this current team has retired the numbers of Maurice Stokes, Nate Archibald, and Oscar Robertson. Originally known as the Rochester Royals, they also played in Cincinnati, Omaha, and Kansas City before moving to their present location in 1985. For ten points, name this NBA team which plays home games at ARCO Arena and recently returned to contention with such players as Predrag Stojakovic (STOH-yah-koh-vick), Mike Bibby, and Chris Webber.

ANSWER: Sacramento Kings [accept either or both]

13.
It was once used as an anesthetic, as any fan of old moustache-twirling villains would know, but is no longer used due to its toxic effects on the liver. For 10 points, what is this substance, also known as trichloromethane, which has the chemical formula CHCl3?

ANSWER: CHLOROFORM
14.
In meterology, hail, sleet, drizzle, snow, and rain are all forms of, for ten points, what water particles that form in the atmosphere and fall to the Earth’s surface?

ANSWER:  precipitation

15.
This series ends as the eighty-year-old protagonist dies in the Pawnee territory of Wyoming. The early portions are set on Lake Otsego and feature such characters as Hawkeye, Uncas, and Chingachgook (chin-GACH-gook). For ten points, name this cycle consisting of The Deerslayer, The Pathfinder, The Pioneers, The Prarie, and The Last of the Mohicans, focusing on Natty Bumpo and written by James Fenimore Cooper.
ANSWER: the Leatherstocking Tales

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Today it varies between every 40 and 70 minutes, but for ten points, what geyser in Yellowstone Park used to spout 150 feet in the air once an hour?

ANSWER:  Old Faithful
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Mr. Gates has 6 times as much money as Mr. Torvalds.  Mr. Jobs has 3 times as much money as Mr. Torvalds.  Together, the three have $55 billion.  For 10 points, how much does Mr. Jobs have?

ANSWER: $16.5 billion
3.
Hausa, Ibo, Fulani and Yoruba are, along with English, the primary languages of, for 10 points, what most populous African nation?

ANSWER: NIGERIA
4.
Currently led by Managing Director Horst Köhler, it was the more inclusive of two groups created at the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference. According to its charter, its goals are the promotion of balanced trade, full employment, stable exchange rates, and assistance in paying national debts. For ten points, name this agency, one of the chief agents of global finance alongside its subsidiary, the World Bank.

ANSWER: International Monetary Fund

5.
First published in 1611, and standardized from the Geneva and Bishops’ versions, for ten points, what famous edition of the Bible was authorized by the King of England at the time?


ANSWER:  King James Bible
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