Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #41

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
For ten points, what Sicilian author of The False and the True Green and The Incomparable Land, the 1959 Nobel Literature winner, shares his last name with the deformed bell-ringer from Hugo’s Hunchback of Notre Dame?

ANSWER:  Salvatore Quasimodo
2.
For 10 points, what was Thomas Jefferson’s estate called?

ANSWER: MONTICELLO
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what number, when divided by 3 yields a quotient of 17 with a remainder of 1?

ANSWER: 52
4.
Most examples of this animal have a brown or gray color, but the green day variety, or Phlesuma, is brightly colored.  With pads on their feet containing hooklike villosities, for ten points, what insect-eating lizard has gained a lot of publicity for its work at an auto insurance company?

ANSWER:  gecko
5.
U2 frontman Bono said of this man, “He was the 20th century … the man invented pop music.” In the 1940s he was a teen heartthrob, but couldn’t serve in World War II due to a ruptured eardrum. In the 1950s, he was an actor, appearing in “From Here to Eternity” and “The Manchurian Candidate”. In the 1960s, he returned to making music, releasing singles such as “It Was a Very Good Year”, “Summer Wind”, “That’s Life” and “Strangers In the Night”. For 10 points, who is this man whose signature song was “My Way?”

ANSWER: Frank SINATRA

6.
He is the NHL’s only player who was born in South Africa, although he lived most of his boyhood in Canada. At age 10, he had to replace his youth team’s goalie and has played there ever since. He played second string behind Jim Carey in the mid-1990s, but has since blossomed, winning the 2000 Vezina Trophy as the NHL’s best goaltender. For 10 points, who is this man that is the Washington Capitals’ goaltender?

ANSWER: Olaf (Olie) KOLZIG
7.
For 10 points, according to poet Robert Frost, in what two ways could the world be destroyed?

ANSWER: FIRE and ICE
8.
The British poets Wordsworth, Shelley, Coleridge, Keats, and Byron all subscribed to the values of, for ten points what literary movement that stressed individuality, the imagination, and the emotions?

ANSWER:  Romanticism
9.
He was a failure as a brewer, but more successful as a politician, serving in the Massachusetts state legislature, as governor of Massachusetts and as representative to the First and Second Continental Congresses. He avoided the powdered wig, and is generally regarded as the mastermind behind the Boston Tea Party. For 10 points, who is this man, a cousin of John Adams? 

ANSWER: SAMUEL (Sam) ADAMS
10.
Founded in 1924, it is headquartered in Dallas, Texas, and is financed entirely by contributions, primarily through eponymous Fund drives.  For ten points, what organization of over 100,000 members publishes a monthly journal entitled Circulation, and researches blood vessel and other cardiac disorders?

ANSWER:  American Heart Association
11.
Engineer Fazlur Kahn and the firm of Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill worked together to design, for ten points, what 110-story Chicago skyscraper, the tallest building in the United States?


ANSWER:  Sears Tower
12.
For 10 points, what was the name of the Almanac published by Benjamin Franklin?

ANSWER: POOR RICHARD’S
13.
He hoped to explore Africa for two reasons: to get a direct cut of the West African gold and ivory trade and to meet Prester John, the legendary Christian king who was said to have an empire in Africa. He established a school at Sagres at the southwestern tip of Europe, from where he sent several expeditions to explore Africa along its western coast. For 10 points, who was this Portuguese prince?

ANSWER: Prince HENRY the Navigator

14.
Ten opinions, one for the court, and one by each of the nine justices, were issued in this case, which was overturned by the 1976 ruling in Gregg v. Georgia. For 10 points, what was this Supreme Court case involving the same state that ruled that the death penalty was unconstitutional?

ANSWER: FURMAN V. GEORGIA
15.
The streptococcus equi bacterium causes strangles, the horse version of this disease.  In cats, it is called panleukopenia, and in young dogs it is a virus that can cause involuntary muscular twitching.  For ten points, what animal disease has nothing to do with the frequent state of Coach Bob Knight during basketball games?

ANSWER:  distemper

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Give the adjective form of the noun “governor”.

ANSWER: GUBERNATORIAL

1B.
The son of the traffic court judge goes before traffic court on a speeding charge. The judge therefore has to remove himself from the case due to the obvious conflict of interest. This removal or stepping down of a judge or prosecutor has what name?

ANSWER: RECUSAL
2A.
What is the mountain range that runs north-south along the length of Italy?

ANSWER: APENNINES (ay-pen-NINES)

2B.
Who is the children’s author of the books “Are You there God, It’s Me, Margaret”, and “Superfudge”?

ANSWER: Judy BLUME
3A.
On March 1, 2002, the escudo ceased to be the legal tender in what European country?

ANSWER: PORTUGAL
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of 2 to the 12th power?

ANSWER: 4,096
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. There are ten items at a buffet. In how many ways can 6 items be chosen?

ANSWER: 210
4B.
Which holiday celebrates Esther’s saving of the Jews from the evil massacre plans of Haman, who cast lots to fix the date of the killing on Adar 13?

ANSWER:  Purim
(note:  this should be a directed question)

5A.
What name is given to a substance that is a mixture of elements, usually metals, and has metallic properties, examples of which include brass and pewter?

ANSWER: ALLOYs

5B.
A particular large example of this geological feature can be found near the town of Winslow, Arizona, and is named after American engineer Daniel Barringer.  Either meteorites or asteroids can create what large indentations in the Earth?

ANSWER:  craters
6A.
Bhavabuti and Kalidasa were perhaps the two foremost authors who wrote in what classical literary language of India?

ANSWER:  Sanskrit
6B.
What was the name of the foreigners who ruled Egypt between the Middle and New Kingdoms?

ANSWER: HYKSOS
7A.
What is the name of the act passed in 1939 to regulate the political activity of US government employees, and which was not named for the current Senator from Utah?

ANSWER: HATCH Act

7B.   
This word's origins come from the Latin words for "both" and "right-handed". What is this word that describes someone who can use both hands with equal ability?

ANSWER: AMBIDEXTROUS
8A.
What philosophical position states that it is impossible to know for sure about the nature or existence of God, placing it one step away from atheism?


ANSWER:  agnosticism 

8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The profit of a clothing store depends on the price of the dresses sold, modeled by the function P equals negative 2000 plus 120d minus d-squared (P = -2000 + 120d – d2).  At what dress price is the daily profit maximal?

ANSWER: $60
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. One ball has a radius of 3.5 inches.  Another ball has a radius of 3.0 inches.  What is the difference, in square inches, in their surface areas?

ANSWER: 13square inches
9B.
His first performance in the U.S. was as Pinkerton in Puccini’s “Madama Butterfly.”  A survivor of leukemia, for ten points, what Spanish opera singer performed with Placido Domingo and Luciano Pavarotti as one of the Three Tenors?

ANSWER:  Jose Carreras
10A.
In 1985, he was ousted from his corporate leadership position, and founded NeXT, Incorporated. In 1996, he was restored to his old position when Apple purchased NeXT. Name this PC pioneer who led the drive to create the Macintosh in 1984.

ANSWER: Steve JOBS
10B.
Which organ system in the human body contains the duodenum, esophagus, colon, and stomach?

ANSWER:  digestive system

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
For 10 points, what Georgia plantation was the home of Scarlett O’Hara during the novel Gone With the Wind?

ANSWER: TARA
2.
The Mississippi River contains the most elaborate system of them, but other notable ones include those for the Po, Yellow, and Sacramento Rivers.  For ten points, what naturally formed banks are constructed on the sides of river channels to prevent flooding or slow the speed of a destructive flood?


ANSWER:  levees

3.
Marisa Ventura is a single mother and a chambermaid in a first-class Manhattan hotel. Christopher Marshall, Senatorial candidate, sees Marisa trying on a guest’s dress, and thinks Marisa is a wealthy woman herself. Hilarity and romance ensue. For 10 points, this is a description of what most recent Jennifer Lopez vehicle?

ANSWER: MAID IN MANHATTAN
4.
The lanthanides are one row of elements below the periodic table; for 10 points, what is the name of the other row of elements located below the periodic table?

ANSWER: ACTINIDES 

5.
His father, Frederick William, disliked his involvement with art, music and literature. However, he proved his father’s fears wrong, rolling back Austrian power and expanding his own country’s power with the War of the Austrian Succession and the Seven Years’ War. For 10 points, who was this enlightened despot and king of Prussia?

ANSWER: FREDERICK THE GREAT or FREDERICK II
6. 
He murdered his father-in-law, Eioneus, by throwing him into a fire pit, and while in Olympus he attempted to seduce Hera, but she turned into cloud; still, they gave birth to the Centaurs.  For ten points, what king of the Lapiths paid for these misdeeds by being bound to a fire wheel in Tartarus for eternity?


ANSWER:  Ixion

7.
According to legend, when the discoverer of this principle first observed it, he shouted “Eureka!”, meaning “I have found it!” For 10 points, what is this principle which is named for its ancient Greek discoverer, which states that a body immersed in water experiences a buoyant force equal to the weight of the fluid it displaces?

ANSWER: ARCHIMEDES’ principle

8.
This 1958 novel was eventually translated in 50 languages and was the biggest selling novel in the US since Gone With The Wind. For 10 points, what was this novel by Leon Uris about the founding of Israel and which shares its name with the second book of the Bible?

ANSWER: EXODUS
9.
In July of last year, nine miners were pulled alive after a harrowing three-day experience while trapped in a coal mine in, for 10 points, what state?

ANSWER: PENNSYLVANIA
10.
Lewiston, Auburn and Bangor are the three largest cities after Portland in, for 10 points, what state?

ANSWER: MAINE
11.
For 10 points, what letter is added to a regular Latin first declension noun to form its genitive singular and nominative plural forms?

ANSWER: E
12.
He resigned after a public firestorm was created when President Bush named him co-chair, with George Mitchell, of an independent commission to investigate September 11. For 10 points, who is this man that served as Secretary of State under Presidents Nixon and Ford?

ANSWER: Henry KISSINGER
13.
When the Ibo revolted against this country’s government in 1967, they created Biafra, a country that was eventually absorbed back after a bloody three-year civil war. For 10 points, what was this West African country, today Africa’s most populous?

ANSWER: NIGERIA
14.
He served with the Union Army during the Civil War, and also explored the Mississippi’s headwaters and took his first balloon ride in Minnesota before returning to his native Germany.  For ten points, in 1900 which man made his first flight in one of his dirigible airships?

ANSWER:  Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin
15.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is 27 mod 7?

ANSWER: 6
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
He finished second in the 1912 Presidential election as he sought a then unprecedented third term. For 10 points, who is this man who ran as a “Bull Moose” Progressive against Woodrow Wilson and William Taft?

ANSWER: Theodore ROOSEVELT
2.   When someone osculates something or someone, he is touching that person or thing with what object?

ANSWER: MOUTHs (osculate simply means to kiss)

3.
For 10 points, what does the letter T in the commonly-used geometric reasoning CPCTC stand for?

ANSWER: TRIANGLES (Corresponding Parts of Congruent Triangles are Congruent)

4.
For ten points, which empire contributed greatly to the art world with the church of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople and mosaics at San Vitale (vee-TAHL-ay) in Ravenna, featuring Emperor Justinian I?

ANSWER:  Byzantine Empire (accept Eastern Roman Empire)

5.
A solution such as sugar water has only one of these, as there is no well-defined boundary between the solvent and the solute. An ice-water mixture on the other hand, has two of these, as ice and water are separate. For 10 points, what are these homogenous regions with well-defined boundaries that form part of a larger heterogeneous system?

ANSWER: PHASEs
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