Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #45

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Author Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn (soal-zhen-EET-sin) wrote a three-volume study of, for ten points, what Russian prison camp system, calling it an “archipelago?”

ANSWER:  gulag
2.
This element is located below copper and above gold in the periodic table, and like copper and gold, is viewed as a valuable metal and has numerous industrial uses. For 10 points, what is this element with atomic symbol Ag?

ANSWER: SILVER
3.
In this work, the author uses a Persian prophet to comment on how bad God, Christianity, the Western morality system, and democracy is because they hold back the creation of an ideal "Superman."  For ten points, what 1883 work by Friedrich Nietzsche (NEET-shuh) inspired Richard (REE-card) Strauss to compose a tone poem of the same name?


ANSWER:  Thus Spake Zarathustra

4.
In the 1970s an American surgeon developed this technique, where a rescuer clasps both fists together and makes four sharp thrusts into the victim’s abdomen.  For ten points, what first aid procedure is used to keep a victim from choking to death?

ANSWER:  Heimlich maneuver

5.
Despite his zeal in suppressing Protestant unrest within France, he did not hesitate to ally with Protestant states in Central Europe. He established colonies in Africa and the Caribbean, helping make France the preeminent power in Europe for two centuries. For 10 points, who is this minister to King Louis XIII, also a Cardinal of the Catholic Church?

ANSWER: Cardinal RICHELIEU or Armand-Jean du Plessis

6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A number divides 3 four more times than it divides 4.  For 10 points, what is the number?

ANSWER: 48
7.
Precision is the degree to which multiple repeat experiments agree with each other. For 10 points, what term often confused with precision describes the results of an experiment with a known true value?

ANSWER: ACCURACY
8.
Chingachook (CHEEN-gah-chook) and Uncas are, for 10 points, the last members of what Indian tribe in a novel by James Fenimore Cooper?

ANSWER: MOHICAN
9. 
Silvanus, Vertumnus, Faunus, and Janus were four gods that were unique to, for ten points, what group of people that also worshipped Greek equivalents in Bacchus, Minerva, Neptune, and Juno?


ANSWER:  Romans 


10.
Despite being articulated in 1823, it had no official standing in international law until the Act of Havana in 1940. Its four main points were thus: the Americas had an essentially different political system from the rest of Europe, the Americas were no longer subject to future American colonization, the US would not interfere with existing European colonies and the US would regard as a hostile act any European intervention in the Western Hemisphere. For 10 points, what is this “doctrine” that served as the centerpiece of American foreign policy for over a century?

ANSWER: MONROE DOCTRINE
11.
For 10 points, name one of the two counties on the Virginia side of the Eastern Shore.

ANSWER: ACCOMACK or NORTHAMPTON
12.
The sisters in Little Women shared, for 10 points, what last name?

ANSWER: MARCH
13.
This hormone is secreted in much greater quantities in younger children, causing them to need more sleep, but secretion is reduced with the onset of puberty.  For ten points, the epithelial cells of the pineal gland use the neurotransmitter serotonin to produce which hormone thought to have a role in controlling the biological clock?

ANSWER:  melatonin
14.
This man composed comic operas with F.C. Burnand, such as “Cox and Box” and “The Contrabandista,” and during a three-year hiatus from his most famous partner he completed the opera “Ivanhoe.”  For ten points, who is best known, though, for collaborating on “H.M.S. Pinafore” and “The Pirates of Penzance” with librettist William Gilbert?

ANSWER:  Sir Arthur Sullivan
15.
He did not win first place until he was 44, and all but one of his surviving plays date from the Peloponnesian War, including “The Suppliants” and “The Phoenician Women.”  For ten points, who is this youngest of the three classical Athenian tragedians, the author of “The Bacchae” and “Medea?”

ANSWER:  Euripides (yur-IP-ih-deez)

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
What ancient Greek mathematician of around 300 BCE compiled thirteen books, four on number theory and nine on geometry, the collection of which is known as the Elements?

ANSWER:  Euclid
1B.
Narva and Poltava were battles in, for 10 points, what war where Charles XII of Sweden and Peter the Great of Russia waged a struggle for control of the Baltic Sea? 

ANSWER: GREAT NORTHERN War

2A.
A man buys a house at an estate auction for $100,000 and takes out a loan of $80,000. The house is later appraised at $150,000. How much equity does the man have in his house?

ANSWER: $70,000
2B.
The US military is looking at dolphins and sparrows to determine how people can survive without what essential activity that takes up one-third of a person’s life?

ANSWER: SLEEPING or SLEEP
3A.
What is the keyboard symbol (Shift 7) meaning “and” called? 

ANSWER: AMPERSAND

3B.
It consists of a protective coat called a testa, stored food, and an embryo.  What ripened ovule is not found in mosses or plants but is the reproductive dispersal form of gymnosperms and angiosperms?

ANSWER:  seed
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Vector A is 10i + 5j + 6k.  Vector B is -5i + 6j + 3k?  What is the dot product of A and B?

ANSWER: -2

4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the decimal solution to the hexadecimal problem B B plus two two (BB + 22)?

ANSWER: 221
5A.
Who is the head of the UN weapons inspection team in Iraq?

ANSWER: Hans BLIX
5B.
Helen Kwong, Bao-Bao, Auntie Du, Pearl Louie Brandt and Winnie Louie are among the characters whose family interactions make up the plot of what novel by Amy Tan?

ANSWER: THE KITCHEN GOD’S WIFE
6A.
With what metal did Ernest Rutherford conduct his famous foil experiment that proved the existence of the atomic nucleus?

ANSWER: GOLD


6B.
This admiral was the American signatory of the Japanese surrender terms on September 2, 1945. Who is this man that was the commander of the Pacific Theater during World War II? 

ANSWER: Chester NIMITZ
7A.
The battles of Blenheim (BLEN-him) and Malplaquet (mal-PLAH-kay) were fought in, for 10 points, what war that lasted between 1701 and 1714?

ANSWER: WAR OF THE SPANISH SUCCESSION
7B.
The cover image on the third edition of the Janson art history book, though its hands and head are missing, it is displayed prominently on the Daru Staircase in the Louvre Museum.  What Hellenistic Greek sculpture depicts the winged goddess of victory?

ANSWER:  Nike of Samothrace (accept Winged Victory until “winged”) 

8A.
Who wrote both an autobiography entitled Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners and the Christian allegory Pilgrim’s Progress?

ANSWER:  John Bunyan
8B.
When stress is applied to a system at equilibrium, the system will act to counteract the stress. This is a description of what principle named for its French discoverer?

ANSWER: LE CHATELIER’s (lih SHAT-lee-ayz) Principle

9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Vector A is horizontal with elements 1, 2, 3, and 4.  Vector B is vertical with elements 1, 4, 7, and 10.  What vector is the solution of A times B?   

ANSWER: [70]
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the two solutions to the equation 5 times x-squared equals 6x plus 8 (x2 = x + 2)?

ANSWER: 2 AND -4/5

10A.
From the Hebrew meaning “fit” or “proper,” what name is given to the restrictive dietary laws observant Jews must follow, based on the Talmud?

ANSWER:  kosher (or kasher)

10B.
What name is given to the “hat” which can be put on any vowel in the French language?

ANSWER: CIRCONFLEX (seer-KAWN-flex)

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Stacey, Christopher-John, Little Man and the protagonist Cassie are, for 10 points, the four children of what family in Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry?

ANSWER: LOGAN (prompt on Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry)

2.
Mesenchymal (meh-sen-KEYE-mal) ones can develop into bone, cartilage, fat, and muscle tissues, while neuronal ones can differentiate into neurons, glial cells, and even red blood cells.  For ten points, research into what cells often found in mammal embryos and containing the ability to develop into many different forms has been restricted to some extent by the Bush administration?

ANSWER:  stem cells

3.
First produced commercially in 1839 by a French firm, the same year Louis Daguerre invented an accompanying plate, for ten points, what device containing a diaphragm, shutter, and lens is used for photography, and for over a century has been manufactured by Kodak?

ANSWER:  camera (prompt on “photograph” or “photography” until “device”)

4.
He survived his early life by feigning retardation, but was in reality a voracious reader. After the death of Caligula, he was found cowering behind a curtain, and was dragged off by the emperor’s guard and proclaimed Emperor. During his 13-year reign, he annexed Britain. For 10 points, who is this Emperor whose “autobiography” was written by Robert Graves, and is titled “I, (BLANK)”?

ANSWER: CLAUDIUS
5.
While most single mothers would appreciate $2 million in child support, she has defiantly said that she is prepared to raise her child alone. Then again, if you are an actress that has starred in movies such as ED TV and Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery, you probably have the money on hand to raise your child. For 10 points, who is this actress and former girlfriend of Hugh Grant that has refused the child support offer from Stephen Bing?

ANSWER: Liz HURLEY

6.
This geometrical solid, which was used to design Osaka’s Sinking Airport, has a volume of 2 times pi squared times r-one times r-two squared (V = 22r1r22), where r1 is the horizontal or translational radius, and r2 is the vertical radius. For 10 points, what is this solid which the ill-educated would call a “donut”?

ANSWER: TORUS or TOROID

7.
Trent Lott began a firestorm in December by saying the nation would have been better off had, for 10 points, what retiring Senator from South Carolina been elected in his 1948 “Dixiecrat” run for the Presidency?

ANSWER: Strom THURMOND
8.
Smaller ones can be found near alluvial fans at the foot of desert mountain ranges, while many feature artesian wells that connect to aquifers.  For ten points, what name is given to these areas of land in a desert made fertile due to the presence of a water supply?

ANSWER:  oases
9.
He was captured as a boy from his New England home and taught English. As a young man, he was captured as a slave, but was bought by a monastery and freed. He returned to America, where he helped the Pilgrims survive in the New England wilderness and served as an interpreter with the local Indians. For 10 points, who is this Indian that aided the Pilgrims of the Massachusetts Bay colony?

ANSWER: SQUANTO
10.
For ten points, what African poet and co-founder of the “Blackness” literary movement wrote “Songs of Shadow” and “Ethiopics” before he became President of Senegal in 1960?

ANSWER:  Leopold Senghor
11.
People who destroy or oppose technological advances for fear that people will be put out of work are given, for 10 points, what name that comes from a 18th century tailor that organized groups of workmen to destroy mechanical looms?

ANSWER: LUDDites

12.
Before he became President, he was a defender of the spoils system and a supporter of Roscoe Conkling’s Stalwart Republican machine. He was nominated as Vice-President in 1880 as a concession to Conkling’s faction, but once he became President, he championed civil service reform, signing the Pendleton Act of 1883. For 10 points, who is this President that followed James A. Garfield?

ANSWER: Chester ARTHUR
13.   What six-letter word taken from Hebrew can refer to anyone with a childlike or chubby face or a winged celestial being belonging to the second order of angels?

ANSWER: CHERUB
14.
This album has songs ranging from the gospel-inspired “Saving Grace” to a remake of Def Leppard’s “Bringing on the Heartbreak.” Another song, “Sunflowers for Alfred Roy,” is a tribute to the artist’s recently-deceased father. And finally, “Clown” addresses the artist’s long-standing feud with rapper Eminem. For 10 points, these songs can be found on what latest album from Mariah Carey?

ANSWER: CHARMBRACELET
15.
When over 15% of this rock consists of matrix particles, it is known as argillaceous, and it can be classified according to its end particles, such as quartz or feldspar.  For ten points, what sedimentary rock is made up of grain particles of its namesake size?

ANSWER:  sandstone
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Infogrames, this game’s publisher, failed to get it out in time for Christmas. Races such as the Sakkra, Silicoids, and Psilons will return for the third installment of, for 10 points, what popular series that has defined the space empire-building genre.

ANSWER: MASTER OF ORION 3
2.   
In the plural, it refers to a mysterious disease where the sufferer has marks and wounds corresponding to those of Christ's crucifixion. For 10 points, what is this noun that in the singular refers more generally to any mark or token of infamy, disgrace or reproach?

ANSWER: STIGMA or STIGMATA
3.
The four main islands of Japan are Hokkaido (ho-KYE-doh), Honshu (HONE-shoo), Shikoku (shee-KOH-koo) and, for 10 points, what other island?

ANSWER: KYUSHU (KEW-shoo)

4.
In C++, this command is used to cancel the dynamic memory allocations created by the new command. For 10 points, what is this word which appears, sometimes in abbreviated form, on most PC keyboards below the insert key?

ANSWER: DELETE
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A sleigh contains gifts, some for males and some for females.  If the ratio of males’ presents to females’ presents is 5:7, and there are 204 gifts in the sleigh, for 10 points, how many gifts are there for females?

ANSWER: 119
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


