Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

State Competition, Match #5

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the State level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Chris Moretti are the authors of these questions, which were also edited by Samer Ismail.

All participants and spectators must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the State competition before all State champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all State champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia. This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
He attended the Leeds School of Art after World War I, and a trip to Italy taught him the value of simplicity, as evidenced by his relief North Wind for the London Underground.  Helmet Head and King and Queen were also works completed, for ten points, by what British somewhat-abstract sculptor, known for his reclining figures?

ANSWER:  Henry Moore
2.
For ten points, what cutting and tying procedure do over half a million men get each year in order to rid the semen of sperm and prevent future impregnation of women?

ANSWER:  vasectomy

3.
Glen Sorestad in Canada, Billy Collins in the United States, and Andrew Motion in Britain all currently hold, for ten points, what high literary office in their respective nations?

ANSWER:  poet laureate
4.
His 17-year-old daughter Sydney got in an argument with him, an argument so fierce that she called Miami cops to intervene. For 10 points, who is this man that remains free, despite being under heavy suspicion of killing his wife Nicole in 1994?

ANSWER: O.J. SIMPSON

5.
Joined by the Ottoman Empire in 1914 and Bulgaria in 1915, for ten points, what name was given to the alliance between Germany and Austria-Hungary during World War I?

ANSWER:  Central Powers (DO NOT ACCEPT “Triple Alliance,” as that included Italy)

6.
He set Bishop Thomas Fuller’s “Morning Hymn” and “Evening Hymn” to music, as well as Dryden’s “The Fairy Queen” and “King Arthur.”  Chief organist at Westminster Abbey, for ten points, who was this English Baroque composer of “Hail! Bright Cecilia” and the opera “Dido and Aeneas”?

ANSWER:  Henry Purcell (PUR-sul)

7.
Rural America was the theme in his “family trilogy,” which included “Curse of the Starving Class,” “True West,” and the Pulitzer Prize-winning “Buried Child.”  For ten points, what 11-time Obie winner as a dramatist has also acted in movies such as “Days of Heaven” and “The Right Stuff,” where he played Chuck Yeager?


ANSWER:  Sam Shepard

8.
For 10 points, what 13-letter word describes someone who is suffering from a neurotic condition where he believes he is either ill or about to fall ill? 

ANSWER: HYPOCHONDRIAC

9.
This word comes from an 18th century Massachusetts politician and the shape of a legislative district that was drawn to benefit him. For 10 points, what is this word that describes any political district designed to benefit a politician or group of voters?

ANSWER: GERRYMANDER
10.
The astronomers John Adams and Urbain le Verrier independently predicted its existence. For 10 points, what planet was then discovered by Johann Galle and Heinrich d’Arrest in 1846?

ANSWER: NEPTUNE
11.
He worked on “The Tonight Show” as a page, and married his second wife, Joy Senese, in 1970.  He had a role in “The Bad News Bears Go to Japan,” but 1988 saw the beginning of a collaboration that would bring him daytime fame.  For ten points, what man has hosted a talk show with Kathie Lee Gifford and now Kelly Ripa, and also a hit game show?

ANSWER:  Regis Philbin (accept either name)


12.
Diedrich Knickerbocker and Geoffrey Crayon were pseudonyms used, for ten points, by what author of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip Van Winkle?

ANSWER:  Washington Irving

13.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The leftmost digit of a 3-digit number is the sum of the other two digits.  The middle digit is twice the rightmost digit.  For 10 points, if the rightmost digit is 3, what is 1/9 of the 3-digit number?

ANSWER: 107 (963 / 9 = 107)

14.
The McNaughten Rule is the earliest and most common test to allow a defendant to be not guilty for this reason. For 10 points, what is this reason, whose usual test is to determine whether the defendant knew right from wrong at the time of the crime?

ANSWER: INSANITY
15.
It generally occurs because one part of a molecule likes the other substance and the other part of the molecule dislikes the other substance. For 10 points, what is this chemical reaction that occurs when one substance “coats” another, as in oil and water, and is not to be confused with absorption?

ANSWER: ADSORPTION (with a “d”)

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
She was driven out of office after her first term due to scandal. Who, in 1992, was the first Black woman elected to the US Senate?

ANSWER: Carol Moseley BRAUN
1B.
Name four of the eight countries that signed a crucial letter of support for President Bush’s war effort in Iraq on January 30.

ANSWER: PORTGUAL / SPAIN / UNITED KINGDOM (or BRITAIN) / ITALY / DENMARK / POLAND / HUNGARY / the CZECH REPUBLIC
2A.
What was the first name of the queen of Navarre who was the sister of Francis I, writer of a short story collection patterned after Boccaccio, entitled The Heptameron?

ANSWER:  Margaret of Navarre (or Anjou) (accept Marguerite) 

2B.
This word comes from Greek words meaning “other opinion”. What is this word that describes someone who holds opinions not in line with accepted beliefs? 

ANSWER: HETERODOX or HETERODOXY
3A.
A mother rocking a cradle links the four parts of this 1916 film.  A Babylonian priest, Pharisees, Catholics, and modernists all exhibit the titular quality in what film depicting bigotry over time, released by D.W. Griffith a year after “The Birth of a Nation?”

ANSWER:  “Intolerance”
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the equation of the line, in slope-intercept form, that passes through the points (3, -2) and (1, 6)?

ANSWER: y = -4x + 10
4A.
What now-defunct company produced the PET, VIC-20, 64, 128 and Amiga personal computers?

ANSWER: COMMODORE Business Machines 

4B.
Askia Muhammad and Sunni Ali were the two most notable rulers of what Western African empire?

ANSWER:  Songhai Empire

5A.
Take a cone. Place a plane, parallel to the base, so that it cuts through the cone. What is the name of the solid created that is between the plane and the base? 

ANSWER: FRUSTUM (not “frustrum”)

5B.
TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. What is the chemical formula of and charge of the cyanide ion?

ANSWER: CN and NEGATIVE ONE

6A.
What is the largest incorporated city or town in the state of Virginia?

ANSWER: VIRGINIA BEACH
6B.
What Christian organization located in Americus, Georgia, and founded in 1976 provides materials and volunteer labor in order to provide homes for the impoverished?

ANSWER:  Habitat for Humanity

7A.
He was friends with many of the Hudson River artists, and though he became a lawyer in 1815, he turned to poetry full-time one decade later.  What Massachusetts native wrote “The Death of Lincoln,” “Thanatopsis,” and “To a Waterfowl?”

ANSWER:  William Cullen Bryant

7B.
The duke of Ferrara talks to a count’s servant about a portrait of his former wife in what 1842 Robert Browning poem?

ANSWER:  “My Last Duchess”
8A.
What name is shared by the human sensei who becomes the rat Master Splinter in “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,” and also the green dinosaur pet of Mario in several Nintendo games of the 1990s?

ANSWER:  Yoshi

8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the area of the triangle defined by the curves y equals negative x minus 4 (y = -x – 4), y equals 2 (y = 2) and x equals 1 (x = 1)?

ANSWER: 24.5 or 49/2
9A.
Before he lost his head during the Reign of Terror, what French chemist disproved the phlogiston theory by identifying oxygen, noting that water was made up of oxygen and hydrogen?

ANSWER:  Antoine Laurent Lavoisier (la-VWAH-see-ay)

9B.
He went among the tenements of 1880s New York, taking photographs of the squalor there. Who is this reformer that published in 1890 the photo essay revealing his findings, How the Other Half Lives?

ANSWER: Jacob RIIS
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. 65,536 ; 256 ; 16 ; 4.  For 10 points, what is the next number in this sequence?

ANSWER: 2 (explanation: these are successive powers of two (16, 8, 4, 2), where the itself a power of two, which results in being successive square roots)

10B.
Acetylene is the common name of what substance with chemical formula C2H2 that is the simplest of the alkynes (al-KINEZ)?

ANSWER: ETHYNE (eh-THINE; ask for spelling to distinguish it from ethane, which is pronounced eh-THEEN)

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Although he was killed in the Philippines, his second-in-command, Sebeastian del Cano, was able to lead one ship back across the Indian Ocean, around Africa and back to Spain in September 1522, three years after departing Seville with five ships. For 10 points, who was this man that is credited with being the first captain to sail around the world?

ANSWER: Ferdinand MAGELLAN
2.
Held on December 28, 2002 in Charlotte, North Carolina, for ten points, in which college football bowl game did Virginia throttle West Virginia, 48-22?

ANSWER:  Continental Tire Bowl

3.
For 10 points, what three letters, which are a Latin abbreviation for three words meaning “That which was to be demonstrated”, are put at the end of Euclidean geometry theorems?

ANSWER: Q.E.D.
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. An hour-long soap opera has 6 sets of commercials.  Half the breaks are 2 minutes long, the other half are three minutes long.  Additionally, there is 1 minute of credits, which counts as commercial time.  For 10 points, how many minutes are actually taken up by the soap opera?

ANSWER: 44 minutes

5.

A hydra, a gecko, and a starfish can all exhibit, for ten points, what biological tissue repair process whereby a polyp, tail, or arm grows back respectively?


ANSWER:  regeneration

6.
It begins on the ship Patna, where the title character and all the other officers abandon what they think is a sinking ship, leaving 800 pilgrims to drown.  The ship is saved, though, and only the protagonist has the courage to stick around and face a trial.  Because of this, Marlow sets up the title character as head of the outpost of Patusan in, for ten points, what 1900 novel by Joseph Conrad?

ANSWER:  Lord Jim

7.
In 1678, this wife to King Charles II of England was accused by Titus Oates of playing a role in the Popish Plot.  For ten points, who was this daughter of King John IV of the Portuguese House of Braganza?

ANSWER:  Catherine of Braganza

8.
The area established in the 1830s which was designated as the Indian Territory is today known as, for 10 points, what state?

ANSWER: OKLAHOMA
9.
Crito, Phaedo, and Apology were three of the dialogues written, for ten points, by what Greek philosopher who also penned The Republic?

ANSWER:  Plato (or Platonic dialogues)

10.
It is considered to be the cold phase of the ENSO cycle, occurring after its related phenomenon.  Colder than average surface water temperature in the eastern equatorial Pacific is characteristic of, for ten points, what ocean event, the counterpart to El Niño? 

ANSWER:  La Niña
11.

It contains a calyptra, or a cap that protects its tip from abrasion.  Pneumatophores and contractile versions are modifications of, for ten points, what usually underground part of the plant that acts as an anchor and an absorber of water?


ANSWER:  root
12.
A medical supply plant explosion in the town of Kinston in this state killed three and injured 37. For 10 points, what is this state where Michael Easley is governor?

ANSWER: NORTH CAROLINA
13.
Hassan II University is located in this North African city. For 10 points, what is this city of 3 million, the site of North African landings in World War II, the site of a Roosevelt-Churchill conference and most notably of a Humphrey Bogart movie?

ANSWER: CASABLANCA
14.
In 1995, the European Union agreed to ban the five “full hydrogenated” forms of these compounds that were earlier restricted under the Montreal Protocol.  Once used as propellants in aerosol cans, for ten points, what synthetic chemicals have damaged the ozone layer by creating free oxygen and chlorine, and are abbreviated CFCs?

ANSWER:  chlorofluorocarbons (accept CFCs until the end)

15.
A.W. Wheen translated this book into English the year after it was published, and it was made into an Oscar winning motion picture.  Westhus, Katzcinsky, and Kropp are three of the soldiers who serve with the main character, a German volunteer named Paul Bäumer.  For ten points, what is this 1929 novel about World War I by Erich Maria Remarque?

ANSWER:  All Quiet on the Western Front
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
At first a member of the imperial bodyguard, he was made general in 529 CE.  He saved his emperor from being overthrown in the Nika revolts of 532, and held Rome against a Gothic siege five years later.  For ten points, who was this Byzantine general, later recalled twice due to the jealousy of Emperor Justinian?

ANSWER:  Belisarius

2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. There are 560 calories in a bag of Gummy Bears.  According to the nutrition information, a serving size consists of 20 bears, and there are 4 servings per bag.  For 10 points, one bear has how many calories?

ANSWER: 7
3.
It is the least inclusive level not printed in italics, and the suffixes –aceae and –idae are used for plants and animals respectively.  For ten points, what taxonomic level, of which humans are hominidae, falls between order and genus?

ANSWER:  family
4.
Arabic for either “sign of god” or “reflection of Allah,” for ten points, what honorable title is awarded to Shiite Muslim religious leaders in Iran, such as Khomeini?

ANSWER:  Ayatollah
5.
For 10 points, how many words function as auxiliary verbs are in the following sentence? I should have been helping my roommate; instead I had been on the phone all evening.

ANSWER: FOUR (should, have, been, had – been is the main verb in the second clause)
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