Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

State Competition, Match #10

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the State level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Chris Moretti are the authors of these questions, which were also edited by Samer Ismail.

All participants and spectators must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the State competition before all State champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all State champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia. This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Thomas Tallis was one of the original composers of these pieces, which represented the English adaptation of the Latin motets.  American William Billings developed a tune book for them, and today the term can be used to denote brief choral pieces used in religious services.  For ten points, what name is also given to the main patriotic song of a nation, such as “The Star-Spangled Banner?”

ANSWER:  anthems

2.
The fortress of Sacsahuaman (sahk-sah-wah-MAHN) was built in the hills just to the northwest of, for ten points, what capital of the Incan Empire, plundered of its precious metals by Pizarro in 1533?

ANSWER:  Cuzco (prompt on “Inca” until “capital”)

3.
The volcanoes at Olympus Mons, Kilauea, and Crater Lake all contain this feature, found at the top where an original peak has collapsed into an empty chamber below.  For ten points, in geology, what term denotes a large, basin-shaped crater, which may flood and form a crater lake?


ANSWER:  caldera

4.
It exploited a bug in Microsoft’s SQL (SEE-quel) Server 2000 and was able to knock out many ATM networks and brought the Internet to a halt in South Korea. For 10 points, what was this worm that crippled the Internet on the weekend of the 25th and 26th of January?

ANSWER: SAPPHIRE or SLAMMER (prompt on worm)

5.
For ten points, what John Donne poem begins with the lines, “As virtuous men pass mildly away, / And whisper to their souls to go, / Whilst some of their sad friends do say, / The breath goes now, and some say, No”?

ANSWER:  “A Valediction Forbidding Mourning”

6.
The lower Yangtze River valley and the southeastern United States are the only known natural habitats of, for ten points, what reptile, related to the cayman and the crocodile?

ANSWER:  alligator
7.
This novel was the first in a trilogy that also included Sons and A House Divided.  In it, Wang Lung and his wife are forced to move to the city after she gives birth to a daughter, but he steals money and buys some land.  However, the wife, O-Lan, dies at a young age in, for ten points, what 1931 novel about Chinese life by Pearl Buck?

ANSWER:  The Good Earth

8.
He choreographed and danced in “The Afternoon of a Faun” in 1912, and created the ballet “Games” the following year.  For ten points, who was this Russian dancer that often performed at the Ballet Russes (ROOSS) for his mentor Sergei Diaghilev (dee-AH-gih-lev), with title roles in “The Spirit of the Rose” and “Petroushka”?


ANSWER:  Vaslav Nijinsky
9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A man works at his desk from 9 in the morning until noon.  From 12 to 1, he leaves the office for lunch, then returns to his desk from 1 until 2:30.  At 2:30 he goes to the first of a series of back to back meetings that last until 5:30, at which time he leaves to go home.  For 10 points, of the time spent in the office, what percent was spent at his desk?

ANSWER: 60% (remember he left the office for lunch)
10.
The second-largest city in the United Kingdom and the largest city in Alabama share, for 10 points, what name?

ANSWER: BIRMINGHAM
11.
A distributed denial of service attack is crippling DALnet, one of the oldest networks of, for 10 points, what distributed computer network that allows users to chat and share files?

ANSWER: IRC or INTERNET RELAY CHAT
12.
It began on an island in 1812, after the abolition of feudal laws increased the number of property owners but led to swindling and crime.  Since the Kingdom of Naples would not protect property rights, this group offered to step in, in return for political control in Sicily.  For ten points, what group developed into an organized crime empire, and is also called the Cosa Nostra?

ANSWER:  Mafia (accept “Cosa Nostra” until mentioned)

13.
In this work, the narrator’s “Supernal Beauty” is represented by a woman he cannot reach, because she has died.  That poet asks questions about Lenore in, for ten points, what 1845 Edgar Allan Poe poem, featuring the titular bird that says only one word:  “Nevermore?”

ANSWER:  “The Raven”

14.
During the Second Punic War in 218 BCE, Carthaginian general Hannibal crossed the Alps using, for ten points, what unlikely African animals?

ANSWER:  elephants
15.
Opposition leaders have agreed to end down their strike against President Hugo Chavez in, for 10 points, what country?

ANSWER: VENEZUELA
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
What is the chemical formula for hexane?

ANSWER: C6H14
1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the derivative of x squared over the sum x plus 2?

ANSWER: X SQUARED PLUS 2X / X SQUARED PLUS 4X PLUS 4
2A.
“The Virgin and the Dynamo” is a pivotal chapter in what 1907 autobiography written by the descendant of two former American presidents?


ANSWER:  The Education of Henry Adams

2B.
Anatomical and clinical are the two forms of what branch of medicine that deals with the causes of diseases and the effects on the human body, as opposed to the general study of disease known as epidemiology?

ANSWER:  pathology
3A.
She appeared in the films “Julia” and “The Deer Hunter,” but what actress earned Oscars for her roles in 1979’s “Kramer vs. Kramer” and 1982’s “Sophie’s Choice?”


ANSWER:  Meryl Streep

3B.
What Latin case is largely used with prepositions, such as de (day), ex, ab, sub and in?

ANSWER: ABLATIVE (ah-BLAY-tive)

4A.
Who was the mentally ill anarchist that assassinated William McKinley?

ANSWER: Leon CZOLGOSZ (CHOL-gosh)

4B.
What Ottawa Indian chief led a revolt against the British, in May 1763, besieging Detroit and causing the British to issue the Proclamation of 1763?

ANSWER: PONTIAC
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The fine for speeding is found using the function f of n equals 70 plus 9n (f(n) = 70 + 9n), where n is the number of miles per hour over the speed limit.  What speed in a 50 mph zone will result in a $304 fine?

ANSWER: 76 MPH

5B.
As opposed to the staff system, what system of musical notation uses letters, numbers, or signs to tell the musician which keys to press or strings to pluck, and is the form most favored by guitarists?

ANSWER:  tablature (accept tabs)


6A.
What term denotes a river or a stream that flows in a curved, S-shaped path, sometimes causing oxbow lakes?


ANSWER:  meander (or meandering)

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. f(x) is equal to 2x. g(x) is equal to 4x – 3. What if f(g(4))?

ANSWER: 26
7A.
Everybody, somebody, anybody and nobody are examples of what kind of pronoun that do not substitute for specific nouns but can function themselves as nouns?

ANSWER: INDEFINITE pronouns

7B.
What word describes the bond between two amino acids in a protein?

ANSWER: PEPTIDE bond

8A.
When capitalized, it refers to the Indian philosophical system of Patanjali.  Sanskrit for “union,” what four-letter term refers to a method used to achieve a release from karma, where some practitioners put their legs behind their backs or sit in the Lotus position?

ANSWER:  yoga

8B.
On November 25, 1970, this author committed seppuku, or ritual suicide by disembowelment.  Prior to his painful end, though, what Japanese author wrote Sun and Steel and The Temple of the Golden Pavilion?

ANSWER:  Mishima Yukio (in Japanese, the last name is always first, so accept “Yukio Mishima”)

9A.
What name is given to the belief that only facts that can be verified through scientific investigation are worthy of study?

ANSWER: POSITIVISM 

9B.
It is called Karafuto by the Japanese who have disputed its possession, along with the Kuril Islands, with Russia for several centuries. What is this long and narrow island located northwest of Hokkaido?

ANSWER: SAKHALIN
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the tangent of 60 degrees?

ANSWER: √3
10B.
“Don’t you dare stare, you betta move / Don’t ever compare / Me to the rest that’ll all get sliced and diced / Competition’s payin the price.”  “Don’t call it a comeback” begins what rap hit, the title track off of a 1990 multi-platinum album by L.L. Cool J?


ANSWER:  “Mama Said Knock You Out”
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
According to this 1867 law, if the President wanted to dismiss a Cabinet member, he had to seek the approval of Congress. It was repealed in 1887 and the Supreme Court ruled it unconstitutional in 1926. For 10 points, what was this law which was used in the drive to impeach Andrew Johnson?

ANSWER: TENURE OF OFFICE Act

2.
Born in Austria, he rewrote the script for the film “Ninotchka,” before directing classics such as “Double Indemnity,” “Sunset Boulevard,” and “Some Like it Hot.”  For ten points, what Academy Award-winning director of “The Lost Weekend” and “The Apartment” died on March 27, 2002?

ANSWER:  Billy Wilder
3.
For ten points, what term, related to genetics, refers to the passing down (or transmission) of traits from parent to offspring?

ANSWER:  heredity
4.
This word gets its origins from a cattle owner who left his calves unbranded. For 10 points, what is this word that today describes someone who is independent in thought and action?

ANSWER: MAVERICK
5.
Obed Hussey often held competitions against, for ten points, which Rockbridge County, Virginia native, who in 1831 invented a mechanical grain reaper?

ANSWER:  Cyrus McCormick   

6.
For 10 points, what name is given to the trading of goods and services directly, without the use of money?

ANSWER: BARTER
7.
Believed to be introduced by Aborigines about 30,000 years ago, they often hunt in small packs, killing rabbits, sheep, and wallabies.  For ten points, what animal, one of the few mammals in Australia that is not a marsupial, is a wild dog that, in an episode of “Seinfeld,” was accused by Elaine of eating a baby?

ANSWER:  dingoes

8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A code consists of four digits and a fifth check digit. The check digit is calculated by multiplying the four digits and then adding the sum of the digits of the product. If the sum is greater than 9, then the digits of the sum are added, and this is done until a single digit is achieved. For 10 points, if the first four digits are 3487, what is the fifth digit?

ANSWER: 6 (product is 672, sum is 15, the next sum is 6.)

9.
For ten points, what actress played Laura Petrie, Dick van Dyke’s wife, in the 1960s before getting her own show in 1970, where she portrayed a Minneapolis assistant television producer named Mary Richards?

ANSWER:  Mary Tyler Moore
10.
He wrote a Gothic novel entitled Klosterheim, as well as biographies of his friends Samuel Taylor Coleridge and William Wordsworth.  While at Oxford, for ten points, what writer began to take drugs, an account he documented in his 1821 autobiographical work Confessions of an English Opium-Eater?

ANSWER:  Thomas De Quincey
11.
For 10 points, what is the first discovered and the largest of the asteroids?

ANSWER: CERES
12.
In perhaps a foreshadowing of the life of this work’s author, Lensky is challenged to a duel by the title character, and is killed.  Tatyana is at first spurned by the title character, but then gains a new appreciation in his eyes in, for ten points, what 1833 verse novel, the foremost by Aleksandr Pushkin, later made into a Tchaikovsky opera?


ANSWER:  Eugene Onegin (on-YAY-gihn)

13.
It ends with the placing of St. Paul under house arrest in Rome, and begins with the Ascension of Jesus.  For ten points, what is this fifth book of the New Testament, likely written by Luke?

ANSWER:  Acts of the Apostles

14.
  For ten points, which character goes by the names of Hawkeye, Deerslayer, and Pathfinder in James Fennimore Cooper’s Leatherstocking Tales?

ANSWER:  Natty Bumppo (accept either)

15.
The Treaty of Bretigny (bray-teen-YEE) in 1360 ended the first phase of, for ten points, what war, in which Edward III routed the French and King John II at Poitiers (pwah-TYAY) four years earlier?

ANSWER:  Hundred Years’ War

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
This word has its origins from a Latin word meaning a married woman’s possessions beyond her dowry. For 10 points, what is this 13-letter word that today means someone’s personal belongings or the goods used in a particular activity?

ANSWER: PARAPHARNALIA 

2.
One of the few Mesoamerican gods worshipped almost exclusively by the Aztecs, he constantly battled the gods of the night, but in doing so he required the hearts of humans.  For ten points, who was this chief god of war and the Sun, patron to the Aztecs?


ANSWER:  Huitzilopochtli (weet-see-loh-POHCH-tlee)

3.
In November 1965, the North Vietnamese attempted to directly engage American forces that had landed in Vietnam. After a three-day savage battle, both sides withdrew, claiming victory. What was this battle, the first major battle involving American forces in the Vietnam War, and was featured in the film “We Were Soldiers”?

ANSWER: IA DRANG
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what are the solutions to the equation 1 – 1/x – 2/x2 = 0?

ANSWER: x = -1 AND x = 2
5.
For 10 points, what unit is used to measure frequency?

ANSWER: HERTZ
All questions copyright 2003 by the writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


