Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #5


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Meaning readily taking on varied shapes, forms, or meanings, this adjective gets its name from the keeper of the seals of Poseidon. For 10 points, what is this word?

ANSWER: _protean_  (do not accept Proteus)

2.  After the developers of a software application finish their internal testing, they frequently invite outside volunteers to download a copy of the software and then test the software on their own computers in "real-world" conditions. For 10 points, what term is used to describe this testing of software before commercial release?

ANSWER: _beta_ testing

3.  For 10 points, name the monomer that makes up the polymer called protein.

ANSWER: _amino acid_

4.  His father James taught him Greek at age three, and he accompanied his father while James worked for the British East India Company.  Questioning Benthamite philosophy in his twenties, he began a relationship with Harriet Smith in 1830, and she was a major influence on works such as _System of Logic_ and _Principles of Political Economy_.  For ten points, which philosopher wrote 1859's _On Liberty_?

ANSWER:  John Stuart _Mill_

5.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. One shot himself in 1809 in a drunken attack of melancholia while staying in a roadhouse along the Natchez Trace. The other was governor of Missouri Territory and lost the first race for state governor, dying of natural causes in 1838. For 10 points, who were these two people that led the Corps of Discovery that explored the newly acquired Louisiana Purchase in 1803 and 1804?

ANSWER: Merriwether _Lewis_ and William _Clark_

6.  On October 28, 1940, this nation refused Mussolini's request to station troops. Italy promptly invaded from its Albanian bases. However, Italian forces were thrown back into Albania, forcing Hitler to waste three months of 1941 in subduing the Balkans and eventually this country. For 10 points, what is this nation located at the southern tip of the Balkan peninsula?

ANSWER: _Greece_

7.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, how many seconds are there in a week?

ANSWER: _604,800_

8.  In England and Wales, the term refers to the places of worship for nonconformists.  Its name is derived from the Latin for cloak - specifically the cloak of Saint Martin of Tours.  For ten points, what name is given to a small building or part of a larger building used for private worship, whose examples include Medici and Sistine?

ANSWER:  _chapel_

9.  She was just a baby. Her name was Dima. She lay frozen in a Siberian glacier for nearly 40,000 years until she was discovered in 1977. What type of now extinct mammal was little Dima? 

ANSWER: _(wooly) mammoth_ 

10.  For 10 points, name the Robert Frost poem which contains these lines: "My apple trees will never get across / And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him. / He only says, 'Good fences make good neighbors.'"

ANSWER: _Mending Wall_ 

11.  At age seven he began studying both botany and lepidoptery, but by age ten had made his mark as a pianist; he could play all 32 of Beethoven's sonatas from memory.  For ten points, what Frenchman created the Variations on a Theme by Beethoven, The Carnival of the Animals, and the opera Samson and Delilah?

ANSWER:  Camille _Saint-Saens_ (san-SAHNS)

12.  A skeleton rattles, several ghastly faces peep from the mirror, the young lady in the picture steps one foot on the floor and the head of Hippocrates frowns and says, "Forbear." For 10 points, in what Hawthorne short story about people seeking eternal youth will you find these unusual happenings?

ANSWER: _Dr. Heidegger's Experiment_ 

13.  This acid is considered to be a strong acid because it almost completely dissociates in water. For 10 points, what is the name of this acid made of chloride and hydrogen ions?

ANSWER: _hydrochloric_ acid

14.  His formidable hold on his country was broken after student protests in 1969. For 10 points, who is this leader of the French Resistance that became the first President of the Fifth Republic?

ANSWER: Charles _de Gaulle_

15.  The timely arrival of Don Carlos Buell enabled Ulysses Grant to reassert the initiative and defeat Confederate forces at, for 10 points, what April 1862 battle?

ANSWER: _Shiloh_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Karst geology involves the formation of features found in areas of what common sedimentary rock? 

ANSWER: _limestone_ 

1B.  Khonsu the moon god, Sobek the crocodile, Apis the bull, and Horus the falcon-headed sky god were all figures from what ancient civilization's mythology?

ANSWER:  _Egypt_

2A.  Shannen Doherty was conspicuously absent from the retrospective gathering for what long-running teen show?

ANSWER: _BEVERLY HILLS 90210_ (accept 90210)

2B.  In Sigmund Freud's model of the mind, what structure represents the desire to immediately satisfy desires such as sex, hunger and thirst?

ANSWER: _id_

3A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A student movie ticket costs $6, which includes the $0.50 tax. What is the tax rate, to the nearest hundredth of a percent?

ANSWER: _9.09%_

3B.  This four-word phrase, which means "utmost" or "extreme," is based on the practice of using a letter of the alphabet to represent an indefinite number in math. What is this phrase?

ANSWER:  _to the nth degree_

4A.  Name the biographer who wrote the Life of Samuel Johnson.

ANSWER: James _Boswell_

4B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. g of u equals 3 u-squared plus 2 u minus 6 {g(u) = 3u^2 + 2u - 6} h of x equals x plus 2 {h(x) = x + 2}. What is the composite function g of h of x {g[h(x)]} ?

ANSWER: _3x^2 + 14x + 10_

5A.  Whose "restoration" to the Japanese throne in 1867 led to Japan's rapid industrialization and integration with the Western world?

ANSWER: _Meiji_

5B.  What Russian chemist is credited with creating the first modern periodic table?

ANSWER: Dmitri _Mendeleev_

6A.  The trumpet theme to which Rossini opera about a Swiss hero was later used as theme song to the Lone Ranger TV show?

ANSWER:  _William Tell_

6B.  In Huxley's Brave New World, what drug is given to the residents to keep them pacified and under control?

ANSWER: _Soma_

7A.  Who was the commander of American ground units during the first Gulf War?

ANSWER: Norman _Schwarzkopf_

7B.  What river in Virginia has its two forks meet at Front Royal?

ANSWER: _Shenandoah_

8A.  Name the American novelist who was the first to receive a special Congressional Gold Medal for works such as The Lonesome Gods and Hondo.

ANSWER:  Louis _Lamour_

8B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If no grouping symbols are present in the calculation, what is the value of the series of operations 7 - 15 * 2 + 70 / 5 - 12 + 17 * 4?

ANSWER: _47_

9A.  When speaking of light microscopes, one must consider magnification and resolution. What is a one-word term that correctly describes the relationship of these two phenomena in light microscopy?

ANSWER: _inverse_ Accept any word that would imply the opposite of each other.

9B.  According to the Arrhenius theory, a substance that is classified as an acid will always yield what ion in an aqueous solution?

ANSWER: _Hydrogen_ ion or _H+_ ion

10A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance between the points (-3, 2) and (3, -2) in reduced form?

ANSWER: _2 TIMES THE SQUARE ROOT OF 13_

10B.  What union, led by Jim Hoffa, has recently endorsed Richard Gephardt's run for the Democratic nomination for President?

ANSWER: International Brotherhood of _Teamsters_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  During mitosis, the stage when duplicated chromosomes are going apart from one another is called anaphase. For 10 points, What is the stage called when chromosomes are lined up on the equator of the cell?

ANSWER: _metaphase_

2.  For 10 points, what Dickens character is being brought up "by hand" in Great Expectations?

ANSWER: _Pip or Phillip Pirrip_ 

3.  James Oglethorpe is the founder of, for 10 points, what colony, the last of the original 13 to be chartered and intended as a haven for debtors who wanted a new start?

ANSWER: _Georgia_

4.  Until her recent imprisonment, Pauline Hanson led the One Nation party in, for 10 points, what country?

ANSWER: _Australia_

5.  She is planning to remake "The Stepford Wives" with Nicole Kidman and Matthew Broderick, which she hopes is more successful than her self-titled 2000 CBS series. She starred with Goldie Hawn and Diane Keaton in 1996's "First Wives Club". For 10 points, who is this woman that was the last guest on the Tonight Show, where she sang "One For My Baby" and "Wind Beneath My Wings"?

ANSWER: Bette _Midler_

6. TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, what two letters, when doubled, are counted as unique letters in Spanish?

ANSWER: _l_ and _r_

7.  For 10 points, what type of divorce, set up in the 1970s, allows one party to end the marriage without having to establish wrongdoing on the part of the other party?

ANSWER: _no-fault_ divorce

8.  His intended first name was Mortimer before his creator's wife suggested a change prior to his debut in 1928.  In 1935 he became the first cartoon character to be licensed to appear on a lunch box, and appeared in color for the first time that same year.  For 10 points, who is this character who made his debut in "Steamboat Willie" and has come to symbolize the Walt Disney Company?

ANSWER: _MICKEY_ Mouse

9.  Miranda, Ariel, and Prospero are characters in which of Shakespeare's plays? 

ANSWER: The _Tempest_

10.  This term, taken from the Latin word for "mist", once meant any object outside the solar system that was either a bright patch or a dark patch, unlike the "point of light" that is a star. This definition included other galaxies, but today this term is almost always used to describe patches of gas within our galaxy. For 10 points, what is this term, examples of which include the Crab and Horsehead?

ANSWER: _nebula_

11.  For 10 points, what is Canada's highest mountain?

ANSWER: Mount _Logan_

12.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Line segment AB joins the points (-4, 0) and (5, -2).  Line Segment BC joins the points (5, -2) and (6, 10).  For 10 points, what is the slope of AC?

ANSWER: _1_

13.  A native of Anamosa, Iowa, he was commissioned in 1927 to complete a stained glass window for the Cedar Rapids Memorial Building.  His _Woman with Plants_ was a portrait of his mother, while _Daughters of the Revolution_ satirized patriotic, ancestry-based organizations.  For ten points, who completed the painting of an Iowa farmer-minister and his daughter, _American Gothic_?

ANSWER:  Grant _Wood_

14.  For 10 points, what color of light is least used by plants to make food?

ANSWER: _green_

15.  In what Bret Harte short story do the rescuers find a note written on a deuce of clubs pinned to a tree with a Bowie knife?

ANSWER: _The Outcasts of Poker Flat_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  How many chromosomes does a normal human have in his or her body cells?

ANSWER: _46_

2.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the sine of -390 degrees?

ANSWER: _-1/2_

3.  He was the son of Bindusara (been-doo-SAH-rah) and ruled from 272 to 232 BC. After conquering the kingdom of Kalinga in a bloody war, he converted to Buddhism and renounced war. For 10 points, who was this Mauryan king that united more of India than anyone until the British?

ANSWER: _Asoka_ or _Ashoka_

4.  For 10 points, what type of conjunction connects sentence parts?

ANSWER: _coordinating conjunction(s)_ (not subordinating or correlative)

5.  He was accused of bombing abortion clinics in Alabama and Georgia as well as being behind the Atlanta Olympic bombing. A five-year manhunt ended with his capture in Murphy, North Carolina, on May 31. For 10 points, who was this serial bomber? 

ANSWER: Eric _Rudolph_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

