Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #6


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  The House passes a version of a bill that spends $20 billion. The Senate passes a version of a bill that spends $30 billion. For 10 points, the bill must then be sent to what temporary Congressional committee that is composed of members of both houses and parties? 

ANSWER: _Conference_

2.  Identify the appositive in the following sentence:  My best friend, Sue, is coming for the holidays.

ANSWER: _Sue_

3.  When one continental plate crashes into another continental plate, great mountain ranges are uplifted. For 10 points, tell what current mountains are being formed as the Indian plate converges with the Asian plate. 

ANSWER: _Himalayas_

4.  For 10 points, what are these taxes that cause lower-income people to pay a higher percentage of income in tax, the opposite of a progressive tax?

ANSWER: _regressive_ tax

5.  For 10 points, what actor's given name was Carlos Irwin Estevez?

ANSWER: _Charlie Sheen_

6.  Belize is one of the two Central American countries that does not have a Caribbean and a Pacific coastline. For 10 points, what is the other?

ANSWER: _El Salvador_

7.  If you suffer from ergophobia, of what are you afraid?

ANSWER: _work_

QUIZMASTER: Be sure to read this question in the right tense.

8.  Audie Bock, Peter Camejo (kah-MAY-hoh), Keith Richman, John Garamendi, Tom McClintock, Bill Simon, Peter Ueberroth, Cruz Bustamente, Arianna Huffington, Gary Coleman and Arnold Schwarzenegger all, for 10 points, (are seeking or sought) what position?

ANSWER: _governor of California_ (accept equivalents, such as California governor candidates)

9.  For 10 points, what type of bonding occurs when elements share electrons?

ANSWER: _covalent_

10.  That which doctors call fiber is really a plant material. For 10 points, what is this fibrous material found in the cell walls of plants?

ANSWER:  _cellulose_

11.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the square root of the product of 16-squared and 16-cubed?

ANSWER: _1024_ (easiest way to compute: 16^(5/2) = 4^5 = 2^10 is well known to be 1024)

12.  His business card allegedly said he was a used furniture dealer. After the death of Dion O'Banion and the retirement of Johnny Torrio, he was the master of illegal activity in Chicago. However, he was eventually convicted and sent to jail on charges of tax evasion. For 10 points, who was this Prohibition gangster?

ANSWER: Alfonse (Al) _Capone_

13.  Giles Corey, Rebecca Nurse and Tituba are all characters in what Arthur Miller drama about the Salem witch trials?

ANSWER: _The Crucible_

14.  Hindus and Buddhists believe in a form of it, in the sense that it is a place where souls spend time before they are reborn.  Catholic Church leaders instructed that souls there could be aided or even freed from the place with the purchase of indulgences, a doctrine that enraged Martin Luther.  For ten points, in what place do souls undergo punishment to free themselves of sin before achieving salvation?

ANSWER:  _purgatory_

15.  A lubricant is an object that reduces this type of force. For 10 points, what is the name given to any force that resists the motion of an object, especially when it is moving against another object?

ANSWER: _friction_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Elizabeth, Lydia and Jane are all characters in what classic novel, featuring the Bennet family?

ANSWER: _Pride and Prejudice_

1B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the solution to the equation 2 plus the fraction 4 over r equals 2r over the difference r minus 4 {2 + 4/r = 2r/(r-4)}?

ANSWER: _-4_

2A.  What future US President defended the British soldiers in the trial held after the Boston Massacre?

ANSWER: _John Adams_ (do not accept John Quincy Adams)

2B.   Name the African-American poet who wrote the poetry collection God's Trombones.

ANSWER: James Weldon _Johnson_

3A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Angle A measures 51 degrees, 29 minutes, and 18 seconds. Angle B measures 72 degrees, 33 minutes, and 44 seconds. What is the measure of the sum of angles A and B?

ANSWER: _124 DEGREES, 3 MINUTES, 2 SECONDS_

3B.  Who was the first President to die while in office?

ANSWER: _W_illiam _H_enry _Harrison_ 

4A.  What name is given to the specialized form of diffusion where the substance crossing is water and where the water crosses a semi-permeable membrane?

ANSWER: _osmosis_

4B.  In Homer's _Odyssey_, Odysseus had to sail between Scylla (SILL-ah) and what deadly whirlpool?

ANSWER:  _Charybdis_ (kah-RIB-diss) 

5A.  What boy band member had just told the MTV Video Music Awards crowd that he'd been sober for 64 days when Jamie Foxx asked if he'd like champagne to celebrate?

ANSWER: _A.J._ McLean

5B.  What name is given to the science and technology of producing low temperatures?

ANSWER: _cryogenics_ (CRY-o-jen-iks)

6A.  Solve the following word equation. For example, if I said gloomy + military pilot who has destroyed 5 or more enemy aircraft = a wry expression, you would answer grimace (grim + ace). Here is your word equation:  fog + iron oxide = suspicion

ANSWER:  _mistrust_ (mist + rust)

6B.  Under the urging of new president Nestor Kirchner, what South American nation voted to repeal amnesty laws for human rights violations committed during its 1976-1983 dictatorship?

ANSWER: _Argentina_

7A.  A hypothesis that has stood up to the test of experiment is given what name?

ANSWER: _theory_

7B.  What King of England is the only King to hold the title "The Great"?

ANSWER: _Alfred_

8A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the most simplified integral form of the square root of 6875?

ANSWER: _25 times the square root of 11_

8B.   THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A corporation spends $10,000 to make 100 widgets. It is able to sell 75 of them for $150, but is forced to sell the other 25 for $50 to make room for the 2004 widgets. How much profit has the corporation made?

ANSWER: _$2,500_

9A.  What Austrian student of Salieri composed hundreds of songs, including Erlkonig and Gretchen at the Spinning Wheel, but died at age 31 in 1828?

ANSWER:  Franz _Schubert_

9B.  In The Great Gatsby, she is the woman whom Daisy accidentally hits and kills while Daisy and Gatsby are driving together. Name her for 10 points. 

ANSWER: _Myrtle_ Wilson 

10A.  What title was held by the rulers of the Islamic world under the Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties?

ANSWER: _caliph_ (do not accept sultan)

10B.  Most ports of this type on PCs conform to the RS-232 or RS-422 standards. What is this type of port to which most peripheral devices except printers are connected?

ANSWER: _serial_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  This 18th century Swedish scientist was the first to determine that auroras had a magnetic cause. For 10 points, who is this man most famous for his thermometer that had 0 for the boiling point of water and 100 for the freezing point? 

ANSWER: Anders _Celsius_

2.  "A Child's Christmas in Wales" and "Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night" are, for 10 points, works by what 20th century poet?

ANSWER: Dylan _Thomas_

3.  Stewart Island is located off this country's southern tip. Cities such as Dunedin, Greymouth and Christchurch are located on the southern, and larger of this country's two largest islands. For 10 points, what is this country that has the cities of Wellington and Auckland on its North Island?

ANSWER: _New Zealand_

4.  756 feet long at each base and 482 feet high, at the beginning of its construction, laborers built a causeway leading to the site, and filled it with water in order to level the ground.  Peasants built diagonal ramps leading up the top in order to put the stones in place, and then from the top down covered it with a limestone facing.  Completed in 2500 BCE, for ten points, was what funerary monument in Giza, Egypt?

ANSWER:  The _Great Pyramid_ (or Pyramid of _Khufu_ or Pyramid of _Cheops_) 

5.  For 10 points, what poet wrote the Aeneid?

ANSWER: _Virgil_

6.  Many authors have spent time in jail for various infractions, but for 10 points, which American author spent one night in jail for refusing to pay his poll tax as a protest of American involvement in the Mexican War?

ANSWER: Henry David _Thoreau_

7.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, what is the formula of, and the electrical charge of a cyanide ion?

ANSWER: _CN_ and _negative 1_

8.  Ironically its purest form is called naive, and it states that humans are made directly aware of objects, giving them immediate access to the external world.  Objects exist independently of what is thought of them, making this doctrine the contradiction of idealism.  For ten points, what philosophical theory more generally signifies a literal truth, as opposed to the abstract?

ANSWER:  _realism_ (or _real_)

9.  John Abizaid (ah-BEE-zah-eed) replaced, for 10 points, what general as commander of the US Central Command and leader of the military effort in Afghanistan and Iraq?

ANSWER: Tommy _Franks_

10.  Among his mistresses were Marie Walewska, a Polish countess, and Desiree Clary, a future Queen of Sweden. For 10 points, who was this famous man whose wives were Marie Louise of Austria and Josephine Beauharnais? 

ANSWER: _Napoleon_ Bonaparte

11.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the distance between the points (-4, 3) and (2, -5)?

ANSWER: _10_

12.  For 10 points, which John Gresham book features Mitch and Abby McDeere?

ANSWER: _THE FIRM_

13.  For 10 points, identify the Romantic poem by William Blake from these lines: "In what distant deeps or skies, / Burnt the fire of thine eyes? / On what wings dare he aspire? / What the hand dare seize the fire."

ANSWER: _The Tyger_ 

14.  The bombing of the La Belle disco in West Berlin occurred on April 5, 1986. Ten days later, President Reagan ordered the bombing of, for 10 points, what country in North Africa?

ANSWER: _Libya_ 

15.  Isotherms are lines connecting points where, for 10 points, what quantity is equal?

ANSWER: _heat_ or _temperature_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  The third person singular of French -ir verbs such as dormir (DOR-meer) and the third person singular of most Latin verbs end in, for 10 points, what letter?

ANSWER: _t_

2.  Also called the chahut, this dance in 2/4 time may have come from ancient Egyptian fertility dance rituals.  Depicted in Offenbach compositions and Toulouse-Lautrec paintings, for ten points, what women’s dance first swept Parisian ballrooms in the 1830s with its cartwheels and high leg kicks? 

ANSWER:  _cancan_

3.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the value of 5 to the zero over 8 to the negative one-third?

ANSWER: _2_

4.  She accepted the marriage proposal of Louis VII of France, but the marriage was annulled due to strategic differences on waging the Second Crusade. She then married Henry II of England, but led a revolt against her husband twenty years later. For 10 points, who is this woman that survived to see her sons, Richard the Lion-Hearted and John Lackland, rule England as well as Aquitaine, her ancestral duchy?

ANSWER: _Eleanor_ of Aquitaine

5.  Between 20 and 100 species have this process occur to them every day. For 10 points, what is this term that describes the death of a species?

ANSWER: _extinction_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

