Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #11


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Cigar maker Samuel Gompers was the first President of, for 10 points, what organization that eventually merged with the Congress of Industrial Organizations?

ANSWER: _American Federation of Labor_ or _AFL_

2.  He wrote nine books during a twelve-year incarceration, including his autobiography Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners. For 10 points, name this author whose best-known work is Pilgrim's Progress.

ANSWER: _John Bunyan_

3.  This group believes that the religious community is infallible, and that its members follow the orthodox tradition or path.  Originally supporters of Abu Bakr, Mohammed's father-in-law, they now make up 90% of Muslim adherents.  For ten points, what is this majority sect of Islam, much larger than the Shiites?

ANSWER:  _Sunnis_ (or _Sunna_, or _Sunnism_)

4.  Its own merger with J.D. Edwards and Company should go through without a problem. However, T-shirts declaring, "Kiss My Apps" were among the more polite answers this corporation had when it was the target of an attempted takeover. For 10 points, what is this corporation Oracle is attempting to buy?

ANSWER: _PeopleSoft_

5.  For 10 points, What is the cellular organelle that modifies, processes, and packages chemicals in the cell?

ANSWER: _Golgi Apparatus_

6.  Carrolus Linnaeus is best known for his studies in, for 10 points, what branch of biology that studies naming and classification of organisms?

ANSWER: _taxonomy_

7.  Some studies have shown that the number of the Antichrist really refers to this man. He began his reign by having his stepbrother killed and marrying his stepsister, and then divorcing her to marry his friend's wife. If you throw in a few appearances as a common entertainer, a few thousand Christians he ordered fed to the lions, you have, for 10 points, the reign of what Roman Emperor that was actually out of town when Rome burned?

ANSWER: _Nero_

8.  On Christmas Day in 800 AD, Pope Leo III crowned him as Holy Roman Emperor. For 10 points, who was this Frankish king that united France, Germany and Italy in a short-lived empire?

ANSWER: _Charlemagne_ or _Charles the Great_

9.  Many of the essays and sketches of this well-known American writer appeared in the New Yorker, including his bet-known short story The Secret Life of Walter Mitty. For 10 points, name him.

ANSWER: James Grover _Thurber_ 

10.  For 10 points, who fled to Nigeria on August 11 after resigning as President of Liberia?

ANSWER: Charles _Taylor_

11.  For 10 points, name the African-American author who wrote The Big Box and who collaborated with her son on He Got Game:  The Ant and the Grasshopper. She is perhaps better known for her novel Beloved.

ANSWER: Toni _Morrison_

12.  Bears and humans are examples of, for 10 points, what type of creatures that will eat both plants and animals?

ANSWER: _omnivores_

13.  The admission of Kansas, the John Brown raid on Harper's Ferry, the Lincoln-Douglas debates and the Dred Scott decision all occurred in, for 10 points, the term of what President that served before the Civil War?

ANSWER: James _Buchanan_

14.  For 10 points, Black, Orange, and White are the official colors of what motorcycle company?

ANSWER: _Harley Davidson_

15.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the most factored expression with integral coefficients equivalent to x-cubed minus 729 {x^3 - 729}?

ANSWER: _(x - 9) (x^3 + 9x + 81)_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of 4 secant of 180 degrees minus 2 sine-squared of 270 degrees?

ANSWER: _-6_

1B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Lance Armstrong took approximately 5000 minutes to finish off his fifth Tour de France. His nearest competitor finished 1 minute behind him. By what percentage of his time did he win?

ANSWER: _.02%_

2A.  The narrator of "The Pit and the Pendulum" describes the physical and mental torture that he undergoes. In what country does this take place and what is the name given to the historical event during which it occurs?

ANSWER: _Spain and the (Spanish) Inquisition_ 

2B.  What Palestinian group, known as the Islamic Resistance Movement, is better known by an acronym of its Arabic initials?

ANSWER: _Hamas_

3A.  In 1928, Herbert Hoover won re-election by saying he would lead the nation to a level of prosperity that would provide one of what item in every pot?

ANSWER: a _chicken_

3B.  Lord Byron, the poet, died fighting for the independence of what nation?

ANSWER: _Greece_

4A.  Karch Kiraly (kuh-RYE) and Sinjin Smith are aging superstars in what summer sport?

ANSWER: _Beach Volleyball_ (prompt on Volleyball)

4B.  If a radioactive element emits gamma radiation only, what happens to the atomic number of the element?

ANSWER: _remains the same_

5A.  What English astronomer is credited with the discovery of Uranus?

ANSWER: William _Herschel_

5B.  What Alfred Lord Tennyson poem is dedicated to his friend Arthur Henry Hallam?

ANSWER: _In Memoriam_

6A.  What were the names of the two newlyweds in O. Henry's "The Gift of the Magi"? 

ANSWER: _Jim_ and _Della_

6B.  What name is given to a document that transfers and establishes ownership of real estate?

ANSWER: title _deed_

7A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance between the points (7, 12) and (-5, -3) in reduced form?

ANSWER: _3 TIMES THE SQUARE ROOT OF 41_

7B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the number 1.075 expressed as a reduced improper fraction?

ANSWER: _43/40_ 

8A.  Who ruled Argentina between 1946 and 1955 and between 1973 and 1974? 

ANSWER: Juan Domingo _Peron_ 

8B.  When Shakespeare refers to "oh loving hate," he is using what poetic device?

ANSWER:  _oxymoron_

9A.  A volcano that has not erupted or shown any activity in the recorded history of man is said to be what? 

ANSWER: _extinct_ (not dormant). 

9B.  What term applies to a pair of chromosomes that are the same size, the same shape and have centromeres at the same place?

ANSWER: _homologous_

10A.  First made as a silent film in 1926, what classic about a Jewish galley slave and charioteer was remade in 1959, starring Charlton Heston in the title role?

ANSWER:  _Ben-Hur_

10B.  Chiron (KY-ron) was the wisest and kindest of what group of mythological beings that had a human head and torso, but the lower body of a horse?

ANSWER:  _centaurs_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, what form of cheating involves copying someone else's written ideas and claiming them, without attribution, to be one's own? 

ANSWER: _plagiarism_

2.  Members of this family of operating systems include Red Hat and SuSE (soo-SEE). For 10 points, what is this open-source operating system partially named for its Finnish developer and is based on UNIX? 

ANSWER: _LINUX_ (LIH-nucks)

3.  West Alis, Waukesha, Eau Claire, Appleton, Kenosha, Racine and Oshkosh are among the largest cities in, for 10 points, what state that also includes Madison, Green Bay and Milwaukee?

ANSWER: _Wisconsin_

4.  The son of a doctor from Stagira, he was a member of the Academy for twenty years, but after the death of his teacher he fled to Assos, Lesbos, and finally Macedonia, where he tutored Alexander the Great.  Author of the _Prior and Posterior Analytics_ as well as the _Poetics_, for ten points, what philosopher and student of Plato founded the Lyceum in 335 BCE?

ANSWER:  _Aristotle_

5.  Acid X has a pH of 6, and acid Y has a pH of 4. For 10 points, how many more times acidic is acid Y than acid X?

ANSWER: _10 to the second_ or _100_ times more acidic

6.  She worked on 10 movies directed by the man who brought her to Hollywood, George Cukor.  She appeared in "Woman of the Year" with Spencer Tracy, the love of her life, and about whom her 1991 autobiography "Me" discusses at length.  For 10 points, who is this 4 time Best Actress Oscar winner for "Guess Who's Coming to Dinner", "The Lion in Winter", "Morning Glory", and "On Golden Pond", who died in 2003?

ANSWER: _Katharine Hepburn_ (prompt on Hepburn)

7.  East of the Caspian sea, this nation borders Turkmenistan. To the west of the Caspian, it has Azerbaijan, Armenia and Turkey on its northern border. For 10 points, what is this nation that also borders Iraq?

ANSWER: _Iran_

8.  William Butler Yeats was associated with, for 10 points, what Irish national theater?

ANSWER: The _Abbey_ Theater

9.  This number on the periodic table tells you the number of protons that an atom has. For 10 points, what is this number called?

ANSWER: the _atomic_ number

10.  Galician, Catalan, Basque and the Castilian dialect are the most commonly spoken languages in, for 10 points, what European nation?

ANSWER: _Spain_

11.  The words this, that, these and those, when pointing out which one or ones, are known as what specific type of pronoun?

ANSWER: _demonstrative_ pronoun (prompt on personal pronoun, accept an early buzz of demonstrative adjectives)

12.  It is technically classified as a board zither, because its strings are passed over a board that functions as a resonator.  Bartolommeo Cristofori invented it in the early eighteenth century, while Muzio Clementi was one of the first composers to consider it a major musical instrument.  For ten points, Cristofori created what instrument by adding hammers to a harpsichord, whose modern version includes 88 keys?

ANSWER:  _piano_

13.  The limit as x goes to infinity of the sum of one and the reciprocal of x quantity raised to the x power defines a number that is associated with a natural growth pattern and closely related to the golden ratio phi (pronounced fee).  For 10 points, what is the symbol for this number that was given in honor of 18th century Swiss mathematician Leonard Euler (pronounced Oy-ler) and is truncated to 2.718281828?

ANSWER: _e_ (accept "the natural log base" until "symbol")

14.  This type of wave can be created if a rope is stretched out horizontally and one end vibrated back and forth vertically. For 10 points, what is this type of wave, in which the particles of the medium are displaced in a direction perpendicular to the direction of the wave?

ANSWER: _transverse_ wave

15.  Alf Landon, Wendell Wilkie, Thomas Dewey and Herbert Hoover were the men that lost Presidential elections to, for 10 points, what President?

ANSWER: Franklin _Roosevelt_ (prompt on FDR, Republicans or Presidential election losers)

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 8.5% of 1200 over 12.5% of 800, expressed as a reduced improper fraction?

ANSWER: _51/50_

2.  Lines of longitude run from the North Pole to the South Pole. This particular line of longitude runs through Greenwich, England, and is the center of the Greenwich Mean Time Zone. For 10 points, name it. 

ANSWER: _Prime Meridian_ (prompt on zero degrees)

3.  This Shakespearean character had no lines and is usually played by a prop. For 10 points, who was this character that Hamlet knew well?

ANSWER: _Yorick_

4.  A man is arrested for a crime and is brought to court. The judge is the accused's best friend and so has to remove himself from the case. For 10 points, what name is given to the practice of a judge or prosecutor removing himself or being removed from a case?

ANSWER: _recusal_ or _recuse_ 

5.  A large building can be seen against the black background of this work, separated from the foreground by a hill called Principe Pio in the left center.  In the foreground, faceless Napoleonic soldiers point their guns at helpless prisoners, including a man in yellow pants and a white shirt who raises his arms in surrender.  For ten points, what 1815 work by Goya shows an execution from seven years earlier?

ANSWER:  The _Third of May_, 1808

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

