Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #14


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Big Daddy, Maggie and Brick are all characters in, for 10 points, what Tennessee Williams play?

ANSWER:  _Cat on a Hot Tin Roof_

2.  It was passed in late 1993 despite opposition from labor unions and groups concerned about the erosion of American sovereignty. For 10 points, what was this landmark agreement with Mexico and Canada that broke down most trade barriers?

ANSWER: _NAFTA_ or _North American Free Trade Agreement_

3.  The metric one of these, although not an official unit, is defined as 750 watts. For 10 points what is this unit of power that is defined as 746 watts, and is used to measure the power of internal combustion engines?

ANSWER: _horsepower_

4.  For 10 points, from what Cabinet-level agency did Christine Todd Whitman resign in May?

ANSWER: _Environmental Protection Agency_ or _EPA_

5.  Cities in this state include Cairns, Rockhampton, Toowoomba, Townsville and Gold Coast. For 10 points, what is this state with 2.5 million residents that also contains Brisbane, its capital, and is located in Australia?

ANSWER: _Queensland_ (administer suitable punishment to any player who buzzes in wrong with an American state.)

6.  It was said he looked like “a scarecrow eloped from the field.” For 10 points, name this character created by Washington Irving.

ANSWER: _Ichabod Crane_

7.  For 10 points, what is the mass of one mole of water?

ANSWER: _18 grams_

8.  Called either wa-yo or kara-yo in Japan, and shu fa in China, Edward Johnston was a famous British practitioner.  Kufic is the major Islamic script devoted to the form, while its name derives from the Greek for "beautiful writing."  For ten points, what term is given to the branch of penmanship devoted to rendering alphabetic characters in a decorative or artistic manner?

ANSWER:  _calligraphy_

9.  Like the Muses, they numbered nine, and were virgins who served the goddess Freya.  Led by Brunhild, they decided who lived and died on the battlefield, according to Odin's will, and they brought the worthiest of the slain heroes to Valhalla.  For ten points, identify these immortal warrior-maidens who rode on horseback.

ANSWER:  _valkyries_

10.  In its most limited form, it is a group of programs that provide historically disadvantaged groups access to employment and educational opportunities. For 10 points, what are these programs that are attacked by their conservative opponents as "quotas"?

ANSWER: _affirmative action_

11.  It is defined as a curve made up of the set of all points in the plane such that the positive difference of the distances between each point and two fixed points is constant.  For 10 points, what conic section has two foci and standard equation x-squared over a-squared minus y-squared over b-squared equals 1?

ANSWER: _HYPERBOLA_

12.  Of his over 120 plays, only seven survive today in their entirety. For 10 points, who is this Greek playwright whose plays include The Women of Trachis, Antigone (an-TIH-goh-nee) and Oedipus Rex?

ANSWER: _Sophocles_ (soh-poh-KLEEZ)

13.  For 10 points, how many teeth are in the mouth of a normal adult human?

ANSWER: _32_

14.  Individual orders or brotherhoods within this sect are called _tariqas_.  Hasan al-Basri and Rabia were early adherents, as were the scholar al-Ghazali and the poet Rumi, who wrote about the personal relationship with God.  For ten points, identify this group of Muslim mystics who derive their name from the woolen garments they wear, and perform whirling dervishes.

ANSWER:  _Sufism_ (or _Sufis_)   

15.  Prince Madoc of Wales, Henry Sinclair of Scotland, Saint Brendan of Ireland and Leif Ericsson all have, for 10 points, what activity in common, doing it before Columbus did in 1492?

ANSWER: _explored America_ or _discovered America_ (accept equivalents)

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Who, together with Matthias Schleiden (SHLY-den), developed modern biological cell theory in 1839 by hypothesizing that all plants and animals were made of cells?

ANSWER: Theodor _Schwann_

1B.  What famous British pirate was taken from Jamaica in chains in 1672, but returned to serve as its governor in 1680?

ANSWER: Henry (Captain) _Morgan_

2A.  Name the English dramatist and director who wrote “comedies of menace,” such as The Caretaker, The Homecoming, and No Man’s Land.

ANSWER: Harold _Pinter_

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. In triangle ABC, angle A measures x degrees, angle B measures x + 20 degrees, and angles C measures 210 - 3x degrees. What is the measure of angle C plus the measure of angle A?

ANSWER: _110_ degrees (60 + 50)

3A.  Born in Allegheny City, Pennsylvania, what painter of _Woman in Black at the Opera_, _The Caress_, _Woman and Child_, and _The Bath_ was the foremost female Impressionist?

ANSWER:  Mary _Cassatt_

3B.  Identify the sentence structure of the following sentence:  When we got to the store, it was already closed.

ANSWER:  _ complex _ (dependent clause, independent clause)

4A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the largest prime factor of 174?

ANSWER: _29_

4B.  What travel website, jointly owned and operated by American, Continental, Delta, Northwest, and United, has the slogan "Visit Planet Earth"?

ANSWER: _Orbitz_.com

5A.  With what Israeli leader did Anwar al-Sadat sign the Camp David Accords in 1979?

ANSWER: Menachem (meh-NAH-hem) _BEGIN_ (BAY-ghin)

5B.  What deep ocean floor feature is common at zones of subduction"?

ANSWER: _trenches_

6A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the 2002nd term of the arithmetic sequence { -1, 2, 5, 8, 11, 14, ... }?

ANSWER: _6002_

6B.   Name the Swedish scientist for whom radiation wavelengths are named.

ANSWER: Anders _Angstrom_

7A.  The Big Dipper is part of what constellation?

ANSWER: _Ursa Major_ or _Great Bear_ 

7B.  Within 10, how many candidates were certified by the California Secretary of State to run in the recall election of Gray Davis?

ANSWER: _135_ (so accept any number from 125-145)

8A.  What 40-day period of prayer and fasting for Christians begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Easter Sunday?

ANSWER:  _Lent_

8B.  Take the complex number Z, which is equal to r cos T + I r sin T.  (r times the cosine of theta plus i times r times the sine of theta. What theorem allows you to compute the powers of Z?

ANSWER: _De Moivre’s_ theorem

9A.  Fort Duquesne, prominent during the French and Indian War, was situated near what modern American city?

ANSWER: _Pittsburgh_

9B.  What is the last letter of the Greek alphabet?

ANSWER: _omega_

10A.  Who was the first American to win the Nobel Prize for Literature? He did so in 1930 and his works include Elmer Gantry and Main Street.

ANSWER: Sinclair _Lewis_ (need first name)

10B.  What term describes the minimum number of members of a legislative body that must be present before business can be conducted?

ANSWER: _quorum_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  The 1982 Joan Jett and the Blackhearts hit  "I Love Rock 'n' Roll" was recently brought back to the charts, for 10 points, by what pop artist who covered it on her most recent album?

ANSWER: Britney _Spears_

2.  For 10 points, what is the maximum number of electrons that could fit in the "p" sublevel of an atom?

ANSWER: _6_

3.  For 10 points, what type of tissue connects muscles to bones?

ANSWER: _tendons_

4.  Enough horses escaped from his party to drastically change life for Indians in the Great Plains for over three centuries. For 10 points, who was this explorer that spend several years looking fruitlessly for the Seven Cities of Cibola (SEE-boh--lah)?

ANSWER: Francisco _Coronado_

5.  For 10 points, who wrote the novels The Kitchen God's Wife and the Joy Luck Club?

ANSWER: Amy _Tan_

6.  The post-Napoleonic "Holy Alliance" between Austria, Prussia, Russia and France was his idea. However, he was forced to abdicate his official post as Austrian foreign minister after the revolution of 1848, ending his 30-year domination of European politics. For 10 points, who is this man that rose to prominence at the Congress of Vienna?

ANSWER: Prince Klemens von _Metternich_ (met-er-NIK)

7.   It is often comic and/or bawdy and has a rhyme scheme of a-a-b-b-a. For 10 points, what is this five-line poem?

ANSWER: _limerick_ 

8.  He was jailed by the Duke of Weimar for one month because he wanted to leave to become Kapellmeister for Prince Leopold of Anhalt-Cothen.  He left "The Art of Fugue" unfinished at his death in 1750, and his son Carl Philipp Emmanuel developed a divergent musical style.  For ten points, name this German Baroque composer of the "Saint Matthew Passion" and the "Goldberg Variations."

ANSWER:  Johann Sebastian _Bach_ 

9.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. $5000 is put in a bank account that earns 5% simple annual interest.  For 10 points, if the money is left for 9 years, what is the balance after that time?

ANSWER: _7250_ dollars

10.  There are well over 100 different shapes of mineral crystals. But these varieties of shapes are all built around six basic crystal systems. Each system is based on the number, relative length and angle of intersection of, for 10 points, what geometric function or part of the crystal? 

ANSWER: the number, length and angle of intersection of the _axis or axes_ 

11.  Three rioters go forth to slay Death but end up killing one another out of greed for gold in, for 10 points, which of the Canterbury Tales?

ANSWER:  _The Pardoner's Tale_ 

12.  He was the first pick of the 1984 NBA draft, a graduate of the University of Houston. For 10 points, who was this legendary center that played for the Houston Rockets for most of the 1980s and 1990s?

ANSWER: Akeem or Hakeem _Olajuwon_ (oh-lah-JOO-won)

13.  He was looking at cork when he coined the word cell. For 10 points, what was this Englishman's name?

ANSWER: Robert _Hooke_

14.  This city is located Sjaelland (shall-LAND) and Amager (ah-MAH-ger) islands. It is connected to the mainland by the Store Baelt (stor-uh balt) bridge and to Malmo (mal-MOH), Sweden, by the Oresund (aw-reh-SUND) Fixed Link. The Tivoli amusement park and the statue of the Little Mermaid are among the chief tourist destinations in, for 10 points, what city that is the capital of Denmark?

ANSWER: _Copenhagen_

15.   Often used by “local color” writers, it is a representation of the speech patterns of a particular region or social group. It can also refer to a language considered as part of a larger family of languages, such as Spanish and French as parts of the Romance language. For 10 points, what is this seven-letter word?

ANSWER:  _dialect_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, how many blocks will be necessary to build a 1-foot cube using 1-inch cube blocks?

ANSWER: _1728_

2.  In late September, Pope John Paul II named 31 people to, for 10 points, what high church rank whose membership will be responsible for selecting the next Pope?

ANSWER: _cardinal_s (the College of Cardinals is the group that selects the next Pope)

3.  It is usually named for four words repeated frequently towards the end of the speech. It begins, "Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand signed the Emancipation Proclamation". It was delivered on August 28, 1963, on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. For 10 points, what was this speech that ends "Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!" and was given by Martin Luther King?

ANSWER: the _I Have A Dream_ speech 

4.  For 10 points, name the English essayist who ridiculed religious extremists in his 1704 satire The Tale of the Tub.

ANSWER: Jonathan _Swift _ 

5.  For 10 points, what name in the C programming language is given to a variable whose value is a memory address which contains a desired value? 

ANSWER: _pointer_s

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

