Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #21


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Set in the year 2000, Rudolf Klein-Rogge played Rotwang, a mad scientist with a mechanical arm.  Rotwang creates a robotic version of Maria, played by Brigitte Helm, who incites a revolt of the masses against a despotic manufacturer.  For ten points, what 1926 silent film classic, directed by Fritz Lang, depicts a city not to be confused with the home of _The Daily Planet_ newspaper?

ANSWER:  _"Metropolis"_

2.  Hamlet's "To be or not to be" is a well-known example of this literary device whereby a character in a drama reveals her or her thoughts when alone or unaware of the presence of others on stage. For 10 points, what is the term?

ANSWER: _soliloquy_ (suh-LIL-uh-kwe)

3.  For 10 points, what is the only thing about dissolved particles that colligative properties depend upon?

ANSWER: _number_ of dissolved particles

4.  Future President Andrew Jackson gave this city its name due to its location on a high cliff next to the Mississippi River, which he compared to the Nile. For 10 points, what is this city whose most famous tourist attraction is Graceland, and is located in Tennessee?

ANSWER: _Memphis_

5. THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the value of (! is pronounced as "factorial") 13! over 11!?

ANSWER: _156_

6.  Bornite, Chalcopyrite (chal-koh-PIE-right) and Malachite (mah-luh-KITE) are mineral ores that can be the source of a common metal. For ten points, name this metal. 

ANSWER: _copper_ 

7.  His Oldsmobile was once stolen by thieves, then returned with a note reading "We didn't know it was YOURS" after the thieves saw a news bulletin reporting the theft.  He was an ordained Presbyterian minister, in addition to his better-recognized job as television host on a show on which David Newell played a character whose name was taken from the host's middle name.  For 10 points, who was this TV neighbor who died of cancer in February 2003?

ANSWER: (Mister) Fred _ROGERS_

8.  Mr. Lockwood is the narrator of what novel that features, for 10 points, Nelly Dean, Cathy Linton, the Earnshaws, and Heathcliff?

ANSWER:   _Wuthering Heights_

9.  The largest organ of the body is the skin. For 10 points, what is the largest gland in the body?

ANSWER: _liver_

10.  In 1925, he was court-martialled and found guilty. He resigned in 1926, an inglorious end to a career which is best-known today for his commanding Army Air Force units in World War I and the bombing tests of 1921 and 1923, which proved, at least to him, that surface navies were obsolete. For 10 points, who was this pioneer of American air power?

ANSWER: Billy _Mitchell_

11.  Think safety in the chemistry lab, and for 10 points, tell what the initials MSDS stand for.

ANSWER: _Material Safety Data Sheet_

12.  Lester Pearson, Joe Clark, Kim Campbell and Pierre Trudeau have all, for 10 points, held what post?

ANSWER: _Prime Minister_ of _Canada_

13.  The brother of Eris, the goddess of discord, he was both a lover and a fighter; on the battlefield, his cry could kill mortals, and he used a spear as a weapon.  The son of Zeus and Hera, he fell in love with Aphrodite, and when Hephaestos (heh-FEH-stos) found them, he trapped them in an unbreakable net.  For ten points, name this Olympian god of war, the Greek equivalent to Mars.

ANSWER:  _Ares_ (AIR-eez); (DO NOT ACCEPT "Mars")

14.  For 10 points, what Israeli political party does Ariel Sharon lead?

ANSWER: _Likud_

15.  For 10 points, name the two schoolmates of Hamlet that are sent on secret missions by Claudius.

ANSWER:  _ Rosencrantz and Guildenstern_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  How many members, permanent and temporary, are on the United Nations Security Council?

ANSWER: _15_

1B.  Found in three of the Gospels and in First Corinthians, Chapter 11, what sacrament did Jesus Christ institute at the Last Supper, where he called the bread his body and the wine his blood of the new covenant?

ANSWER:  _Eucharist_

2A.  In a sample of solid Ba(NO3)2, (read as b-a n-o-3 2) the ratio of barium ions to nitrate ions is what?

ANSWER: _1:2_

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A stadium seats 80,000 people, with premium seating costing $40 per ticket and regular seating costing $20 per ticket. If a sold out game grosses $2.3 million in ticket sales, how many premium seats are there?

ANSWER: _35,000_

3A.  In Poe’s short story “Fall of the House of Usher,” what is the given name of either of the two Usher siblings?

ANSWER:  _ Roderick and Madeline _ 

3B.  The term "orogenic" refers to what common surface feature of earth?

ANSWER: _mountains_

4A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Tim Montgomery, the world’s fastest man, is set to race a tortoise. Because Montgomery can run 15 times the speed of the tortoise, the tortoise will be given a 1500-foot lead to begin the race. What is the longest integral length of the race, in feet, that the tortoise can win?

ANSWER: _1607_ FEET

4B.  This five-word phrase, which originated in the field of chemistry, means “a stern, final test that proves the value or quality of someone or something.” What is this phrase?

ANSWER:  _to pass the acid test_

5A.  In the 1930s, record producer John Hammond first popularized what fast-played jazz genre, whose name can be found both in a Piet Mondrian painting and a song about a bugle boy from Company B?

ANSWER:  _boogie-woogie_

5B.  The Ethiopians won the Battle of Adowa over what European power? 

ANSWER: _Italy_

6A.  Name the Danish physicist who developed the quantum theory.

ANSWER: Neils _Bohr_

6B.  While Virgil guided Dante through the Inferno and Purgatory, what woman guided Dante through the Paradise?  

ANSWER: _Beatrice_

7A.  What queen of the Iceni (I-seh-nee) led a revolt against the Romans in 60 AD?

ANSWER: _Boudicca_ (BOO-dih-kuh) or _Boadicea_ (bow-ah-DIH-see-uh)

7B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. How many 2-digit numbers greater than 31 can be made using different numbers from the set {1, 3, 5, 7}?

ANSWER: _8_

8A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the surface area of a rectangular solid with sides of 8, 12 and 5 inches?

ANSWER: _392_ square inches

8B.  In June 2003, what nation was criticized for its treatment of human rights campaigner Aung San Suu (soo) Kyi (kee)? 

ANSWER: _Myanmar_ or _Burma_

9A.  She served as poet laureate of the U.S. from 1993-1995. Name this poetess whose works include Thomas and Beulah.

ANSWER:  Rita _Dove_

9B.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott organized a women's rights convention in 1848 at what place in New York?

ANSWER: _Seneca Falls_

10A.  What are the 4 corners on a standard Monopoly board?

ANSWER: _GO, IN JAIL/JUST VISITING_ (accept either or both), FREE PARKING, GO TO JAIL

10B.  This word refers to the contraction of heart muscle and is the top number of a blood pressure reading. What is the word?

ANSWER: _systole_ or _systolic_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Bourne, Korn, C and Z are the most common of, for 10 points, what operating system environments in UNIX? 

ANSWER: _shell_s 

2.  Denise Crosby played Lieutenant Natasha Yar for the first season. Other actors included Jonathan Frakes, Gates McFadden, Marina Sirtis, Brent Spiner, LeVar Burton, Michael Dorn and of course Patrick Stewart. For 10 points, what is this series that ran between 1987 and 1994 that featured the crew of the USS Enterprise?

ANSWER: _Star Trek: The Next Generation_ (DO NOT ACCEPT STAR TREK BY ITSELF. Administer suitable punishment.)

3.  For 10 points, what country's capital is Tegucigalpa (tay-goo-see-GAHL-pah)?

ANSWER: _Honduras_

4.  For 10 points, the fictional detective Philip Marlowe was created by what American mystery writer?

ANSWER: Raymond _Chandler_

5.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the value of the expression cosine of 87 degrees times cosine of 93 degrees minus sine of 87 degrees times sine of 93 degrees?

ANSWER: _-1_ ( = cos(87 + 93) = cos(180) )

6.   A sentence that expresses strong emotion or surprise is known as, for 10 points, what type of sentence?

ANSWER:  _exclamatory_

7.  On this occasion, the subject's parents recite the following blessing:  "Blessed is God who has now freed me from bearing full responsibility for this person."  After the ceremony, the person is considered a full member of the congregation, and can count toward the ten required for a minyan.  For ten points, identify the Jewish ceremony at which 13-year old boys or girls read from the Torah and reach adulthood.

ANSWER:  _Bar Mitzvah_ or _Bat Mitzvah_ (either acceptable)

8.  At the base of most flowers, there are a number of small green leaves that serve to protect the flower bud. For 10 points, what name is given to these small green leaves?

ANSWER: _sepals_

9.  It was passed by Congress in 1972, and despite an extension, it died in 1982 with only 35 of the needed 38 states passing it. For 10 points, what was this proposed Constitutional Amendment that was the defining moment of 1970s feminism?

ANSWER: _Equal Rights Amendment_

10.  For 10 points, what Spanish verb and its various forms are used as the helping verb in the perfect tenses?

ANSWER: _haber_ (ah-BAIR), prompt on "to have" or English translations

11.  For 10 points, give the title shared by a drama by Aeschylus (ESS-kuh-lus) and a painting by Rubens that shows a Titan chained to a mountain while an eagle eats his liver.

ANSWER:  _Prometheus Bound_

12.  In 1973, the American Indian Movement took over this village in South Dakota and confronted Federal agents, resulting in one Indian death. For 10 points, what was this village where, in 1890, a massacre of Sioux occurred, ending the Ghost Dance movement?

ANSWER: _Wounded Knee_

13.  For 10 points, what two-word Latin phrase is used to describe a situation that is treated as normal or official, even if it is not explicitly stated or written down?

ANSWER: _de facto_

14.  They come in saturated, unsaturated and polyunsaturated varieties, and contain 9 calories per gram. For 10 points, what is this class of macronutrients?

ANSWER: _fat_s

15.  The "Chorus of Hebrew Slaves" from his opera _Nabucco_ was reflective of this man's political goals for a unified Italy.  Buried in the Casa di Riposa, a home for retired musicians in Milan, for ten points, name this composer of the operas _Simon Boccanegra_, _Il Trovatore_, and _Rigoletto_.

ANSWER:  Giuseppe _Verdi_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What polynomial is the result of multiplying the binomials 3x – 2 and x + 5?

ANSWER: _3X squared plus 13X minus 10_

2.  She grew up in the utopian community, Fruitlands, which was established by her educator father before she gained fame in her own right as the author of the classic Little Women. For 10 points, name her.

ANSWER:  Louisa May _Alcott_ 

3.  The death of Jonas Savimbi in 2002 helped bring an end to the civil war in, for 10 points, what former Portuguese colony in Africa?

ANSWER: _Angola_

4.  Her memoir, Living History, was released in June 2003. For 10 points, who is this woman widely believed to have endorsed Wesley Clark in his Presidential run, a New York Senator and former First Lady?

ANSWER: Hillary Rodham _Clinton_

5.  For 10 points, what Greek’s “Elements” helped found the mathematical discipline of geometry?

ANSWER: _Euclid_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

