Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #23


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Salvador Dali's version features the torso of a figure floating above the scene, while in Tintoretto's version, the table is shown diagonally, and many servants appear in addition to the usual thirteen figures.  For ten points, Leonardo da Vinci also depicted what subject, a Passover meal at which Jesus Christ was betrayed?

ANSWER:  The _Last Supper_

2.  For 10 points, who is the Scottish mathematician and chemist who formulated the absolute scale of temperature?

ANSWER:  William _Kelvin_

3.  When a child has to "tinkle" instead of urinate or someone "passes on" rather than dies, the speaker is employing, for 10 points, what device whereby the word or expression used is considered less distasteful than the original word?

ANSWER:   _euphemism_

4.  It is given to a group of electrical cells, connected in series, to provide an energy source for a circuit. For 10 points, what are these objects that come commercially in 9-volt, D, C, AA (double-A) and AAA (triple-A) varieties?

ANSWER: _batteries_

5.  It lasted for about nine months, and was ended by the Thermidorian (ther-MEE-dor-ee-un) Reaction in June 1794. For 10 points, what was this period of the French Revolution dominated by Maximilien Robespierre, and best known for the thousands who were sent to the guillotine?

ANSWER: _Reign of Terror_

6.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. In triangle ABC, angle A measures 2x + 37 degrees, angle B measures 4x + 9 degrees, and angle C measures 10x - 42 degrees.  For 10 points, what is the measure of angle C, not in terms of x?

ANSWER: _68_ degrees

7.  The coast of this region was explored in 1520 by Ferdinand Magellan before rounding Cape Horn. Western settlement did not occur until the late 19th century, when sheep ranchers began to arrive. Recently, however, oil has supplanted shepherding as the primary industry of, for 10 points, what 300,000 square-mile region located in southern Argentina and Chile?

ANSWER: _Patagonia_

8.  Sometimes atoms share electrons unequally. For 10 points, what type of covalent bond does this form?

ANSWER: _polar_ covalent

9.  A mortal named Leucippus (loo-SIP-uss) fell in love with this oread, and disguised himself as a nymph in order to get close to her, but the other nymphs found out and killed him.  After Apollo criticized Eros's archery skills, Eros made Apollo fall in love with her, but she didn't like him, and she begged her father, the river god Ladon, to turn her into something else.  For ten points, name this nymph who was transformed into a laurel tree.

ANSWER:  _Daphne_ 

10.  For 10 points, who is the author of the classic work, Anne of Green Gables?

ANSWER:  Lucy Maud _Montgomery_

11.  For 10 points, what 1936 Pulitzer Prize winning novel ends with the final words  “. . . tomorrow is another day.” It was written by Margaret Mitchell.

ANSWER:  _Gone with the Wind_

12.  Orval Faubus was the governor of, for 10 points, what state during the late 1950s?

ANSWER: _Arkansas_

13.  Atmospheric pressure can be measured in inches. But another unit is generally used on official weather maps to denote atmospheric pressure. For ten points, name this unit. 

ANSWER: _millibar(s)_ 

14.  For 10 points, name the American poetess who used a biblical source as the title for her poetry collection A Few Figs from Thistles.

ANSWER: Edna St. Vincent _Millay_

15.  This company is perhaps best known for its 60-story headquarters in Boston that I.M. Pei designed. Now, shareholders can profit as Toronto-based Manulife has made a $10.4 billion offer to buy this firm. For 10 points, what is this life insurance company named for a signer of the Declaration of Independence?

ANSWER: _John Hancock_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What are the last two digits of 11 to the 9th power?

ANSWER: _91_ (The last two digits of 11^abcd...z are z1)

1B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The ratio x:y is directly proportional to the ratio r:s, such that x over y equals kr over s. If x = 16, y = 5, k = 3, r = 4, what is s, expressed as a decimal?

ANSWER: _3.75_

2A.  What term was coined by journalists to describe payments made by one member of an unpaid couple to the other after a breakup occurs?

ANSWER: _palimony_

2B.  If an army is decimated by disease, what percent of the army died?

ANSWER:  _ 10 percent _ 

3A.  The Vedas and the Upanishads are the principal religious works of which religion?

ANSWER:  _Hinduism_

3B.  On July 29, President Bush refused to de-classify a report on 9/11 that implicated what country's government, despite that country's urgings to have the report declassified? 

ANSWER: _Saudi Arabia_

4A.  What Holocaust survivor wrote the book Night?

ANSWER: Elie _Wiesel_

4B.  In the C programming language, what character is used to indicate the modulo operation?

ANSWER: _%_ (percent sign)

5A.  One starts with 1 kilogram of a radioactive substance. After 4 half-lives, how many grams will be left?

ANSWER: _62.5_ grams

5B.  The rank of Admiral in the American navy was created for what man who forced the surrender of New Orleans during the Civil War and said, "Damn the torpedoes" when assaulting Mobile Bay, Alabama?

ANSWER: David _Farragut_

6A.  What tennis phenom turned 21 during the 2003 US Open, just days before he beat Juan Carlos Ferrero to win his first Grand Slam title?

ANSWER: Andy _Roddick_

6B.  What is an expression of the form "a sub 0" plus "a sub 1" times x plus an arbitrary number of succeeding terms plus "a sub n" times x to the nth power?

ANSWER: _POLYNOMIAL_

7A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Angles A and B are interior angles on the same side of a traversal. A measures, in degrees, 3x + 40, and B measures, in degrees, 5x + 60. What is x?

ANSWER: _10_

7B.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED.  Wagner's (VAHG-nurs) Ring Cycle consists of four operatic parts.  Give the names of any two parts of the Cycle.

ANSWERS:  _Das Rheingold_ (or _The Rhinegold_); _Siegfried_; _Die Walkure_ (or _The Valkyries_); _Gotterdammerung_ (or _Twilight of the Gods_) 

8A.  What are the shelflike structures inside of a mitochondrion called?

ANSWER: _cristae_

8B.  If a plant is exhibiting a positive phototropism, what exactly is the plant doing?

ANSWER: _growing toward the light_

9A.  In Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, which character, in speaking about Brutus, said, “this was the noblest Roman of them all”?

ANSWER: _Marc Antony_ (prompt on Antony and do not accept Anthony)

9B.  In The Great Gatsby, who is the golf-playing neighbor of Gatsby with whom Nick becomes romantically involved?

ANSWER:  _ Jordan _ Baker 

10A.  Who was the first Prime Minister of India?

ANSWER: Jawaharlal (jah-wah-HAR-lal) _NEHRU_ (NAY-roo)

10B.  When King Henry II asked, "Who will rid me of this troublesome priest?", to what saint did he refer?

ANSWER: Saint _Thomas a Becket_ 

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  This man won $6000 on an Italian TV quiz show by demonstrating his knowledge of fungi, and he used to fry mushrooms while performing on stage.  A student of Henry Cowell, he inserted screws into wood to create percussive sounds on his "prepared piano."  For ten points, what avant-garde musician composed "Four Minutes, Thirty-Three Seconds," where the audience's reaction to the silence created the music?

ANSWER:  John _Cage_

2.  In an imperative sentence, for 10 points, what personal pronoun is always the understood subject?

ANSWER:  _you_

3.  Many people enjoy eating carrots, and we know that carrots are roots. For 10 points, what part of the plant is one eating when enjoying an apple?

ANSWER: _fruit_

4.  His family's advisor is NFL great Jim Brown.  His freshman year was marred by injuries, but he still managed to establish himself as one of the best running backs in college football while playing for the eventual national champs.  For 10 points, what legally challenged Ohio State running back has contemplated challenging NFL draft eligibility rules and leaving for the pros like his friend Lebron James?

ANSWER: Maurice _Clarrett_

5.  The voluntary abandonment of one spouse by the other is referred to, for 10 points, by what name that also refers to leaving the armed forces without permission?

ANSWER: _desertion_

6.  A five-mile walk to Mina, followed by a 10-mile walk to the plain of Arafat, where the adherent searches for 49 stones.  Then a five-mile hike to Muzdalifa, and the return to Mina, where pilgrims throw the stones at three pillars.  These are four stages of, for ten points, what ritual that Muslims must undertake at least once in their lives, beginning with a walk seven times around the Kaaba in Mecca?

ANSWER:  _hajj_ (DO NOT ACCEPT "hegira")

7.  The first one was chartered in 1791, with the help of Alexander Hamilton. Its charter expired in 1811, but inflation created by state-run banks helped spur the creation of the second in 1816. Throughout its history, it was opposed by Westerners and poorer people. For 10 points, what was this institution that Andrew Jackson helped dismantle by putting money in state-chartered "pet banks"?

ANSWER: _Bank of the United States_ (prompt on National Bank)

8.  For 10 points, what is the empirical formula for hydrogen peroxide?

ANSWER: _HO_

9.  Ursula and Gudrun Brangwen are sisters in love with Rupert Birkin and Gerald Crich in, for 10 points, which D.H. Lawrence novel?

ANSWER:  _Women in Love_

10.  Bellevue, Grand Island, Kearney, Fremont and North Platte are among the largest cities in, for 10 points, what state whose two largest cities are Lincoln and Omaha?

ANSWER: _Nebraska_

11.  The first of these was opened in Pittsburgh in 1905 by vaudeville magnate Harry Davis. Within five years, nearly 10,000 of these had opened across the country, but by the late 1910s, they had largely been closed or renovated, as studios began to release longer films and larger, more ornate theaters were opened. For 10 points, what were these early theaters, the first to exclusively show moving pictures, and named for their price of admission?

ANSWER: _nickelodeon_s 

12.  He considered retiring before his 1923 US Open win at Inwood, having won consistently around the country but having failed to win a Grand Slam tournament.  He would go on to win 12, including winning all 4 Slams in 1930.  After winning the Grand Slam, he abruptly retired that same year, at the age of 28.  For 10 points, what legendary golfer founded the Masters Tournament at its original and present home that he designed, the Augusta National Golf Course, in 1934?

ANSWER: Bobby _Jones_

13.  Tav (tav) is the last letter of, for 10 points, what language's alphabet that begins with alef (ah-LEF) and bet (bet)?

ANSWER: _Hebrew_ (DO NOT ACCEPT Yiddish, as it ends in sof)

14.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the smallest integer greater than 1 that has both an integral square-root and an integral 4th-root?

ANSWER: _16_ (4^2, 2^4)

15.  The area of land from which a stream's waters drain is called a watershed. For 10 points, give the name of the mid-Atlantic watershed to which people living in the Shenandoah Valley area belong. 

ANSWER: _Chesapeake_ 

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  For 10 points, who ruled Egypt during the 1956 and 1967 wars with Israel?

ANSWER: Gamal _Nasser_

2.  A boy of European ancestry falls in love with a girl from Puerto Rico in, for 10 points, what play, a modern-day adaptation of Romeo and Juliet?

ANSWER: _West Side Story_

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A equals the sum of the non-negative integers less than five.  B equals 5 factorial.  For 10 points, what is B over A?

ANSWER: _12_

4.  There are 3 types of muscle found in the human body. For 10 points, which type is responsible for moving the bones of our skeleton?

ANSWER: _skeletal_ muscle

5.  Arpad, who ruled between 895 and 907, led this nation's people to their present home. Istvan, who converted his people to Christianity, was the first ruler of this people to declare himself King. However, in the 18th and 19th centuries, names better known as Austrian rulers held the throne, such as Franz Josef and Maria Theresa. For 10 points, what is this European country that was merged for several centuries with Austria?

ANSWER: _Hungary_ 
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