Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #25


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Only mammals have this, and we couldn't breathe without it. For 10 points, what is this long flattened membrane found beneath the lungs that causes hiccups? 

ANSWER: _diaphragm_

2.  This region's 1715 rebellion ended in disaster at the battles of Preston and Sheriffmuir (SHARE-iff-mweer). This country's 1745 rebellion ended in disaster at Culloden. For 10 points, what is this region which has not rebelled again and has regained a limited measure of autonomy under reforms enacted by British Prime Minister Tony Blair? 

ANSWER: _Scotland_

3.  A hollow, generally spheroid mineral concretion, lined with numerous crystal projections, is known by, for 10 points, what name?

ANSWER: _geode_

4.  Dove (DOH-vay) in Italian and Donde in Spanish (DOAN-day) mean, for 10 points, what English word?

ANSWER: _where_

5.  Used to illustrate the author's Theory of Forms, it contains a roadway where puppeteers perform, and a large fire.  The puppeteers hold up puppets that cast shadows on a wall, and the prisoners inside the area cannot see the real objects behind them, only the shadows.  Lit by a fire, for ten points, what is this realm described by Plato in a famous allegory found in Book Seven of _The Republic_?

ANSWER:  Allegory of the _Cave_ 

6.  This small organ prevents food from coming out of your nose. For 10 points, what is this organ that Gary Larson calls "the little hangy down thing in the back of the throat"?

ANSWER: _uvula_

7.  For 10 points, who wrote the pamphlets Common Sense and The Crisis?

ANSWER: Thomas _Paine_

8.  It was stolen on the opening day of the Winter Olympics at Lillehammer in 1994, but recovered three months later.  Part of the artist's "Frieze of Life" series, oranges and yellows dominate the top third of the painting, while the bottom half depicts a bridge with the central figure, whose hands are around his face.  For ten points, identify this best-known painting of Edvard Munch (MONK).

ANSWER:  The _Scream_

9.   It can refer to a type of window, an aquatic geographical feature, or the color of a horse. For 10 points, what is this three-letter word?

ANSWER:  _bay_

10.  THREE ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, what are the names of Peter Rabbit's three siblings in Beatrix Potter's children's story?

ANSWER: _Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail_

11.  While a relative path begins with the current working directory, for 10 points, what type of path begins at the root directory and goes through all successive directories?

ANSWER: _absolute_ path

12.  For 10 points, who was the first Black justice on the Supreme Court?

ANSWER: Thurgood _Marshall_

13.  Most of these small religious schools are funded by missionaries from Saudi Arabia. There are currently 1 million of these schools in Pakistan alone. For 10 points, what are these Muslim schools which some say spread extremist ideas to the young of the Muslim world?

ANSWER: _madrassah_s

14.   What punctuation mark is used to indicate an abrupt change in a sentence, such as in the sentence "We should be back--oh, I don't know--around midnight."

ANSWER:  _dash_

15.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, how many degrees are in each interior angle of a regular 360-sided polygon?

ANSWER: _179_ Degrees

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What is the name given to the main opening at the top of a volcanic cone?

ANSWER: _crater_

1B.  His first published novel was Soldier's Pay, followed by Mosquitoes and Sartorus, in which he began the creation of Yoknapatawpha, his mythical county. Name this Mississippi-born author. 

ANSWER: William _Faulkner_

2A.  On the 29th of October, what Middle Eastern country celebrated its 80th anniversary as a secular republic?

ANSWER: _Turkey_

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. f of x equals 2 x-cubed plus 4 {f(x) = 2x^3 + 4}. What is the inverse of f of x, expressed only in terms of x?

ANSWER: f'(x) = _the cube root of ((x-4)/2)_ (accept equivalents) (the cube root of the fraction x-4 over 2)

3A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. If A and B are single-digit numbers, what is 3A4 minus 1B1 if B is 2 greater than A?

ANSWER: _183_

3B.  Who was the Emperor of Ethiopia that pleaded his case before the League of Nations after being invaded by Italy, but was essentially ignored?

ANSWER: _Haile Selassie_ (HIGH-lee seh-LAH-see)

4A.  What title did Persian emperors give the governors of their provinces?

ANSWER: _satrap_s

4B.  What month of the year's name is derived from the two-faced Roman god of gates, doorways, and beginnings?

ANSWER:  _January_ 

5A.   Two of his works include The Eclogues (eck-log) and The Georgics. Who is the Latin poet whose best-known work is The Aeneid (uh-nee-id)?

ANSWER: _Virgil

5B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Report the answer for the following operation to the correct number of significant figures: 2.74 x 6.3

ANSWER: _17_

6A.  In the 2003 Olympic qualifying tournament for basketball, the US avenged its loss to what country that had defeated the US, 94-86 at 2002's World Basketball Championships? 

ANSWER: _ARGENTINA_

6B.  In thermodynamics, what two-word term has a Gibbs and a Helmholtz definition?

ANSWER: _free energy_

7A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the least common multiple of 8 and 10?

ANSWER: _40_

7B.  What term describes the profits from the sale of an asset such as stocks or real estate that is taxed at a special rate?

ANSWER: _capital gain_

8A.  What lizard lives in Indonesia, can be over 9 feet long, weighs nearly 300 pounds, and is the world's largest living reptile?

ANSWER: _Komodo_ dragon or _Komodo_ monitor lizard

8B.  What doctor was taught the animal languages by Polynesia the Parrot?

ANSWER: Doctor (John) _Doolittle_

9A.  What adjective or word describing a perennially optimistic person is derived from the name of the main character in several novels by Eleanor Hodgeman Porter?

ANSWER: _Pollyanna_ or _Pollyannaish_

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Angles A and B are interior angles on the same side of a traversal of two parallel lines.  If A's measure is 41 degrees, what is B's measure?

ANSWER: _139_ Degrees

10A.  What Constitutional Amendment provided the District of Columbia with a vote in Presidential elections?

ANSWER: _23rd_ Amendment

10B.  What Frenchman composed "Harold in Italy," "The Damnation of Faust," and the Symphonie Fantastique?

ANSWER:  Hector _Berlioz_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Venetian censors forced its composer to move the plot from the French royal court to the sixteenth-century court of the Duke of Mantua.  Based on "Le Roi (WAH) s'amuse" by Victor Hugo, it centers on Gilda and her father, the titular court jester.  For ten points, what 1851 Verdi opera contains the aria "Women Are Fickle" or "La donna e (eh) mobile" (MOH-bee-lay)?

ANSWER:  _"Rigoletto"_

2.  Moses Cordovero's _Garden of Pomegranates_ and Moses de Leon's _Soar_ are the classic texts relating to this tradition.  Popular among Jews expelled from Spain, Isaac Luria developed its teachings, though before late medieval times the term referred to Jewish legal norms.  For ten points, what Jewish mystical system that uses letters and numbers has been made popular today due to Madonna's apparent following of it?

ANSWER:  _Kabbalah_

3.  Theodore Lawrence, better known as Laurie, is the boy who moves in next door. Marmee is the mother of four daughters and responsible for her family while her husband is away in the Civil War in, for 10 points, what classic novel by Louisa May Alcott?

ANSWER: _Little Women_

4.  For 10 points, what constellation contains the nebula M42 and the stars Rigel and Betelgeuse (bay-tel-JOOZ)?

ANSWER: _Orion_

5.  These Roman officials, along with the quaestors (KWAY-storz) oversaw finance and taxation, conducting a count of the people. Their other duties included discouraging unmarried couples from living together and otherwise maintaining public morality. For 10 points, who were these Roman officials that lend their name to a word that today is applied to attempts to regulate the books and TV shows to eliminate undesirable behavior?

ANSWER: _censor_s

6.  Ray Kroc was the founder of, for 10 points, what now-ubiquitous American corporation?

ANSWER: _McDonalds_

7.  For 10 points, how many electrons are shared in an O2 (O-2) molecule?

ANSWER: _4_

8.  For 10 points, what is the capital of Oregon?

ANSWER: _Salem_

9.  For 10 points, name the South American author of the novel Love in the Time of Cholera.

ANSWER: Gabriel _Garcia Marques_  (mar-kez) prompt on just one of the last names

10.  A video of a $2 million birthday party he threw for his wife is among the evidence in the trial of, for 10 points, what former Tyco chief executive officer?

ANSWER: Dennis _Kozlowski_

11.  This term describes the face value of a bond, which is usually $1,000. For 10 points, what is this term that also describes the number of strokes a golfer should take to complete a hole?

ANSWER: _par_

12.  For 10 points, what book, written by Mackinley Kantor, is also the name of an infamous Confederate prison camp? 

ANSWER: _Andersonville_

13.  For 10 points, in what upstate New York town is the Baseball Hall of Fame located?

ANSWER: _Cooperstown_, New York

14.  For 10 points, name the Austrian-born American physicist who won the 1945 Nobel Prize for his well-known exclusion principle.

ANSWER:  Wolfgang _Pauli_

15.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The ratio of x to y is 7 to 6.  For 10 points, what is the value of y when x is 420?

ANSWER: _360_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The efficiency of a jack is given by the complex fraction x-halves over the sum of x and 1/2 { (x/2)/(x + 1/2) }.  For 10 points, if x equals 4/5, what is the efficiency?

ANSWER: _4/13_

2.  DNA's messenger is called messenger RNA. For 10 points, what is each 3-letter unit of a molecule of messenger RNA called?

ANSWER: _codon_

3.  Elegy for a Young American was written for this American who also wrote Profiles in Courage. For 10 points, who was this man that also served as 35th U. S. President?

ANSWER: John Fitzgerald _Kennedy_

4.  Directed by Wolfgang Petersen, its opening scene shows an inscribed memorial wall, making it one of few movies to reveal its ending at the beginning.  It was based on a 1987 Sebastian Junger book subtitled "A True Story of Men Against the Sea".  For 10 points, what was this 2000 George Clooney and Mark Wahlberg film?  

ANSWER: _"The Perfect Storm"_

5.  Belgrade, Budapest and Vienna all have, for 10 points, what river flowing through their centers?

ANSWER: _Danube_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

