Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #26


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  The Great Northern War was fought by Russia against, for 10 points, what other northern power?

ANSWER: _Sweden_

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Take the vectors A = 4i + 4j and B = 2i - 3j, where i and j are the horizontal and vertical unit vectors. For 10 points, what is A - B?

ANSWER: _2i + 7j_

3.  For 10 points, what is the name of Othello's wife in the Shakespeare play Othello?

ANSWER: _Desdemona_

4.  Because of asthma, he rarely celebrated Mass, even though he was a priest in Venice.  He produced 45 operas, as well as a series of concertos called "The Contest Between Harmony and Invention."  For ten points, name this red-haired Italian composer of "The Four Seasons."

ANSWER:  Antonio _Vivaldi_ 

5.  Some fossils are called transitional links because they link certain groups of organisms. For 10 points, what group of vertebrates does the famous fossil, Archaeopteryx, link birds to?

ANSWER: _reptiles_

6.  Phenolphthalein can be used as an indicator of acids and bases. For 10 points, what color is phenolphthalein in a basic solution?

ANSWER: _pink_

7.  For 10 points, what is the term for a company controlled by another company that owns all or most of its shares?

ANSWER: _subsidiary_ or _affiliate_

8.  Born Robert Ritchie in 1971 in Romeo, Michigan, he claims that his style came from soaking up the FM radio rock along with the emerging 1980's urban underground.  He's appeared in "Biker Boyz", "Bubble Boy", and "Joe Dirt", but is probably better remembered for lending his voice to the "Osmosis Jones" character Kidney.  For 10 points, who sang "Cowboy", "Wasting Time" and "Only God Knows Why" before pairing with Sheryl Crow for "Picture"?

ANSWER: _Kid Rock_

9.  Founded as Bundes Bruder in New York in 1843, it served Union troops during the Civil War, and by 1870 it worked actively to cut down on pogroms in Eastern Europe.  A women's chapter was founded in 1897, and just before World War I it stepped up its efforts to fight anti-Semitism.  For ten points, what Jewish social organization is perhaps best known for its Anti-Defamation League?

ANSWER:  _B'nai Brith_ (buh-NAY BRITH) (prompt on Anti-Defamation League until it is mentioned)

10.  He failed to attend the funeral of his youngest son, Timothy. He refused to pay a ransom for his grandson until the kidnappers cut off the boy's right ear. He built his oil empire from the ashes of companies ruined by the Depression and eventually was declared the richest man in the world by Fortune Magazine in 1957. For 10 points, who is this oil tycoon that left nearly all his money to form an art museum that is now in Malibu?

ANSWER: J. Paul _Getty_

11.  For 10 points, what subject of a popular legend about himself and his cat served as lord mayor of London in the early fifteenth century?

ANSWER: Richard or Dick _Whittington_

12. On November 9, CBS, with the cooperation of her family, aired a movie about her experience. However, unknown to CBS, the publisher of her book, subtitled A Journey of Faith and Hope, arranged an interview with Katie Couric on Dateline NBC. For 10 points, who is this Utah teenager who has also appeared on the Oprah Winfrey Show?
ANSWER: Elizabeth _Smart_

13.  These agents of chemical weathering can be produced by the decay of organic material, by the roots of some plants, or in the atmosphere as certain gases and pollutants combine.  For 10 points, what general name is given to these agents, which all have a pH of less than 7? 

ANSWER: _acid_s

14.  Although its terms were extremely unfavorable to the US, President Washington was able to get it through the Senate on the grounds that further conflict with Britain was not in the public interest. For 10 points, what was this treaty named for the Chief Justice who negotiated it?

ANSWER: _Jay's Treaty_

15.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, what two words, placed around a French verb, mean "never"?

ANSWER: _ne_ (neh) and _jamais_ (ZHAH-may)

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The function y equals 3 x-squared plus 3 (y = 3x^2 + 3) is a parabola.  What is the image, or range, of this function?

ANSWER: _y is a real number greater than or equal to 3_

1B.  The village of Bethany is located at the foot of what mountain, the site of Jesus Christ's Ascension into Heaven?

ANSWER:  Mount of _Olives_

2A.  An antediluvian is someone who lived before what event?

ANSWER: the _Flood_ 

2B.  Sarah Godfrey is the main character of what book by Betsy Byars?

ANSWER: _Summer of the Swans_

3A.  Who was the first King of a unified Italy?

ANSWER: _Victor Emmanuel II_ (Vittorio Emmanuele)

3B.  What state was admitted as a free state as part of the Missouri Compromise?

ANSWER: _Maine_

4A.  What Army officer, the newly instated Deputy Secretary of Defense for Intelligence, has undergone criticism for making comments such as, "My God is bigger than your God", to Islamic terrorists?

ANSWER: William (Jerry) _Boykin_

4B.  Given the electron configuration of an atom in the ground state, give the period and group from the Periodic Table this atom is found in: one s two, two s two, two p six, three s two, three p four

ANSWER: _period 3 and group 16_  (can be given in reverse order) (Also accept group 4A) 

5A.  While bovine refers to cows, to what animal does the word ovine refer?

ANSWER: _sheep_

5B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. In a theoretical normal distribution, 99.44% of the subjects fall within how many standard deviations of the mean?

ANSWER: _2_

6A.  What is the name given to two lines of rhymed, iambic pentameter verse usually containing a single thought, and was often found in 17th and 18th century verse? 

ANSWER: _heroic couplet_ (prompt on heroic)

6B.  Longfellow, Holmes, Lowell and Whittier are American poets described by critics as the "Genteels." By what other name is this group of American poets known?

ANSWER: the _Fireside_ poets

7A.  There is a fluid that flows in vessels separate but parallel to blood vessels. What is this fluid?

ANSWER: _lymph_

7B.  PGP is a public/private key encryption scheme. What do the initials PGP stand for?

ANSWER: _Pretty Good Privacy_ 

8A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the lateral area of a regular pyramid with n lateral faces?

ANSWER: _n times the area of one lateral face_

8B.  Located on the Mall with a main building designed by Gordon Bunshaft, what modern art museum in Washington D.C. is perhaps best known for its accompanying sculpture garden?

ANSWER:  _Hirshhorn_ Museum

9A.  What Las Vegas hotel built a $65 million theatre for Celine Dion's 600-show contract?

ANSWER: _CAESAR'S PALACE_

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Vector A is 2i + j + 2k.  Vector B is 3i - 2j + 2k.  i, j, and k are unit vectors.  What is the dot product A dot B?

ANSWER: _8_

10A.  What is the tallest mountain in Africa?

ANSWER: Mount _Kilamanjaro_ (kih-lah-man-JAH-roh)

10B.  What two French words are used to describe a government that does not intervene in the economy?

ANSWER: _laissez-faire_ (lay-SAY fair)

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  She was the first to top the charts with a non-soundtrack CD the same week as starring in a #1 grossing movie.  Her big break was being cast as a "Fly Girl" on "In Living Color" in 1991, but she did not achieve stardom until her 1997 portrayal of a slain singer.  For 10 points, whose self-titled album topped the charts the same week that "The Wedding Planner" was the most seen movie?

ANSWER: Jennifer _Lopez_

2.  For 10 points, in relation to a proposed American trade policy, what do the initials FTAA stand for?

ANSWER: _Free Trade Area of the Americas_

3.  The defiant and emotional autobiography Soul on Ice tells the story of, for 10 points, what Black Muslim who fled to Cuba in 1968 to avoid going to prison for parole violations? 

ANSWER:  Eldridge _Cleaver_

4.  For 10 points, what are alternative forms of the same gene, found at the same location on homologous chromosomes?

ANSWER: _alleles_

5.  For 10 points, What is the vapor pressure of a liquid at its normal boiling temperature?

ANSWER: _1 atmosphere_

6.  For 10 points, who was the last Prime Minister of a segregated South Africa?

ANSWER: Frederik Willem (F.W.) _de Klerk_

7.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the probability of drawing either an Ace or a heart in a single pick from a 52-card deck?

ANSWER: _4/13_ (accept equivalents such as 16/52)

8.   In the sentence "Both of us have been assigned special work," identify the indefinite pronoun.

ANSWER:  _Both_

9.  It is 24 kilometers high and 550 kilometers across, making it the largest volcano in the Solar system. For 10 points, what is this giant extinct volcano on Mars?

ANSWER: _Olympus Mons_

10.  In this film, Boris Karloff is murdered during a game of ninepins; after a pin falls down, an "X" is recorded in his score.  Howard Hawks directed this 1932 classic, subtitled “The Shame of a Nation,” which starred Ann Dvorak and Paul Muni in the title role.  Loosely based on Al Capone, for ten points, what gangster movie did Brian DePalma re-make 51 years later, with Al Pacino as a Cuban mob boss?

ANSWER:  _"Scarface"_

11.  In this work the poet, realizing he has strayed from the "true way" into worldliness, tells of a vision where he travels through all the levels of Hell, up the mount of Purgatory, and finally through the realms of Paradise, where he is allowed a brief glimpse of God. For 10 points, what is this allegorical poem by Dante (dahn-tay)?

ANSWER: _The Divine Comedy_

12.  About 2,400 people live on these islands, and nearly 2,000 of them live in the capital, Stanley. For 10 points, what are these islands, about 400 miles east of the South American coast, over which Britain and Argentina fought a war in 1982?

ANSWER: _Falkland_ Islands or Islas _Malvinas_

13.  He was a monk first and a botanist second. For 10 points, name this man who developed the theory of heredity.

ANSWER:  Gregor _Mendel_

14.  His Germanic equivalent is known as Donar, and he is also known as Atli.  Usually portrayed with a red beard, he possessed a belt that doubled his strength as well as iron gloves that helped him wield his weapon; both proved useful in defeating the giants Hrungir and Thrym.  For ten points, name this Norse god of thunder who used Mjolnir (mee-YOHL-neer), a powerful hammer.

ANSWER:  _Thor_

15.  This “country” (Quizmaster-make sure the players know there are question marks around country) originated in 962 with the coronation of Otto I as emperor of both Germany and Italy. Tensions between its disparate subjects, its ruler and the pope made this a powerless political entity by the 13th century, but it survived until 1806 when Francis II renounced the throne of this "country" and no one took it back after Napoleon was defeated. For 10 points, what was this political entity intended as a successor to Charlemagne's empire?

ANSWER: _Holy Roman Empire_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  For 10 points, what Democratic Senator from Georgia has made waves recently with his endorsement of George W. Bush?

ANSWER: Zell _Miller_

2.  This evangelist, who died as a result of smallpox, is considered by most to be the preeminent figure of the First Great Awakening in America. For 10 points, name this man who is best remembered for his fiery sermon "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God."

ANSWER:  Jonathan _Edwards_

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the arithmetic mean of 1/4, 2, 1/8 and 6, expressed as a mixed number?

ANSWER: _2 and 3/32_

4.  Mud sediments can be compressed and cemented into shale.  What foliated metamorphic rock is formed when shale deposits are exposed to great pressure?

ANSWER: _slate_

5.  Jose Maria Guerrero was the only survivor among the defenders. While no quarter was given to the other combatants, the women, children and slaves were all spared. Sam Houston ordered its abandonment but about 200 soldiers led by William Travis were able to tie up the 4,000 Mexicans for nearly two weeks at, for 10 points, what citadel of San Antonio?

ANSWER: The _Alamo_ (accept San Antonio before it is mentioned)

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

