Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #38


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  He never did learn to speak English, despite being King of Great Britain and Ireland. His mother was Queen Anne I, and when she died in 1714, he inherited the throne, ruling until his 1727 death. He was also the Prince of Hannover, a state in northern Germany, and the founder of the dynasty of the same name. For 10 points, who was this king that was the first of four with the same name? 

ANSWER: _George I_ (prompt on George)

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A group of 200 pre-law students consists of 120 history majors, 110 government majors, and 70 philosophy majors.  If 1/5 of the students are history-government double majors, 1/5 are government-philosophy double majors, and 1/10 are history-philosophy double majors, for 10 points, how many students are not double majors?

ANSWER: _100_

3.  For 10 points, name the Irish-born English playwright and essayist known for his writing in the periodicals The Tatler and The Spectator, in association with Joseph Addison.

ANSWER:  Richard _Steele_

4.  His name means "branch-borer," and he got a lot of exercise traveling from Lerad to Hvergelmir (HWER-ghel-meer). His only job was to carry insults and gossip between a giant eagle and the serpent Nidhogg.  For ten points, identify this squirrel that ran up and down the branches of the tree Yggdrasil.

ANSWER: _Ratatosk_ 

5.  For 10 points, what is the scientific name for the tailbone?

ANSWER: _coccyx_

6.  What common sedimentary rock is mixed and burned with high sulfur, poor grade coal to help reduce sulfur dioxide emissions?

Answer: _limestone_

7.  If you tiene hambre (tee-AY-nay AHM-bray) in Spanish, you are, for 10 points, experiencing what uncomfortable condition in English?

ANSWER: _hunger_ or _you are hungry_

8.  This book was not actually written by a prophet but is instead about a prophet mentioned in Second Kings, Chapter 14.  The title character disobeyed God's command to go to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, and while sailing to Tarshish, he was thrown overboard.  For ten points, identify this book of the Old Testament, where the titular prophet is swallowed by a giant fish.

ANSWER:  Book of _Jonah_ 

9.  He studied under the Mannerist Simone (see-MOH-nay) Peterzano, and got his big break when Cardinal Francesco (fran-CHESS-koh) del Monte purchased several of his genre paintings, such as _The Fortune Teller_ and _The Musical Party_.  He fled Rome after committing murder in 1606, but for ten points, what artist painted religious scenes with light-and-dark contrast, including _The Calling of St. Matthew_?

ANSWER:  Michelangelo Merisi da _Caravaggio_

10.  To be eligible for benefits, a recipient had to have served 90 or more days after September 16, 1940, and have a non-dishonorable discharge. It provided unemployment pay of $20 a week for up to a year and loan guarantees for homes, farms and business. For 10 points, what was this bill passed to help returning veterans of World War II adjust to peacetime life?

ANSWER: Montgomery _GI Bill_

11.  A Quaker devoted to social causes and reform, he worked zealously in behalf of abolitionist publications. For 10 points, name this poet whose works include Telling the Bees, Maud Muller, Barbara Frietchie, and Snow-Bound.

ANSWER: John Greenleaf _Whittier_

12.  New EPA head Mike Leavitt was, for 10 points, the former of governor of what state?

ANSWER: _Utah_

13.  If properly cut in two, it can create two Mobius strips. For 10 points, what is this topological space that is not creatable in three-dimensional Euclidean space, and is a "bottle" named for its discoverer?

ANSWER: _Klein bottle_

14.  Ford put the first one out in 1971 to try and capture the small-car market. However, numerous design flaws were covered up during the development process, as Ford determined it would be cheaper to pay off wrongful death lawsuits instead of fixing the vehicles. For 10 points, what are these vehicles famous for being vulnerable to catching on fire after rear-end collisions?

ANSWER: Ford _Pinto_

15.  For 10 points, what word refers to a sentence where two or more main clauses are strung together without proper punctuation?

ANSWER: _run-on_ sentence

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  How many real solutions are there for the quadratic equation x^2 + x + 1 = 0?

ANSWER: _0_ (the discriminant is negative)

1B.  Which seventeenth-century English philosopher greatly advanced the scientific method and inductive reasoning with his 1620 treatise _Novum Organum_?

ANSWER:  Francis _Bacon_

2A.  The most famous fictional re-creation of the Battle of Borodino is to be found in what Leo Tolstoy novel?

ANSWER:  _War and Peace_

2B.  What six-letter term, taken from the Sanskrit word for "learned", refers to a person who offers commentary or judgment as an expert on a particular subject, especially politics?

ANSWER: _pundit_

3A.  Who was the ruler of Egypt during the Six-Day War?

ANSWER: Gamal Abdel _Nasser_

3B.  Sargent Shriver, the 1972 Democratic Vice-Presidential candidate, was the first director of what government agency that attempts to assist international development programs by putting volunteers on the ground?

ANSWER: the _Peace Corps_

4A.  Wesley Clark has just hired the former campaign manager of what former candidate, a Senator from Florida?

ANSWER: Bob _Graham_

4B.  We know that diabetes results from too much sugar in the blood, but what is the term for not enough sugar in the blood?

ANSWER: _hypoglycemia_

5A.  A particle has a mass of 1.0 atomic mass unit. What is the approximate mass of this particle in grams?

ANSWER: _1.7 X 10 to the negative 24_ grams

5B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What are the non-inclusive bounds of an obtuse angle?

ANSWER: _90 AND 180 DEGREES OR PI/2 AND PI RADIANS_

6A.  Hank Morgan, who is a master mechanic, is knocked out with a crowbar and, when he comes to, he is sitting under an oak tree in 6th century England. This is the beginning of what Mark Twain novel?

ANSWER:  _A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court_

6B.  Name the Henry James novel that features the governess, Mrs. Grose, and the twins, Flora and Miles. 

ANSWER: _The Turn of the Screw_

7A.  What term in physics describes the fraction of incident sunlight reflected by a surface?

ANSWER: _albedo_ (al-BEE-doh)

7B.  In 1912 Alfred Wegener (Veg-uh-ner) proposed a radical theory, partly based on the puzzle- like shape of some continents.  Name this theory.

Answer: _continental drift_

8A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  On an 8 by 8 checkerboard, what fraction of the squares not in the "middle" (i.e. not in the middle of a 3 by 3 square) are corners?

ANSWER: _1/7_ (4/28)

8B.  What man directed "The Magnificent Ambersons" and "Touch of Evil," but is best known for his first film, 1941's "Citizen Kane?"

ANSWER:  Orson _Welles_

9A.  What fast food company debuted Herman and Sherman Smith in commercials, following up on the highly successful commercials featuring "Jared"?

ANSWER: _SUBWAY_

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Two standard dice are tossed.  What is the probability that the maximum number showing on the faces is a 6?

ANSWER: _11/36_

10A.  What term did Karl Marx coin to refer to people who sold their labor to capitalists who owned the means of production?

ANSWER: _proletariat_

10B.  What mountain in Scotland is the highest in the United Kingdom?

ANSWER: _Ben Nevis_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  In November 2003, 32 college seniors were selected to, for 10 points, what honor which allows the recipient to study at Oxford for two or three years, and is named for a British figure prominent in colonial African history?

ANSWER: _Rhodes Scholar_s

2.  These people, many of whom were runaway serfs, settled the no-man's-land between medieval Russia and the Golden Horde, creating several nations and quickly acquiring their fearsome reputation as warriors. They had several revolts against the Russian Empire; the most famous led by Stenka Razin. They were then nearly liquidated by the Bolsheviks. For 10 points, who were these people that served as the elite Russian Imperial cavalry?

ANSWER: _Cossacks_

3.  One of two goats, which were chosen by lot, and over whose head the Jewish priest confessed the sins of the people, was sent to wander in the wilderness. For 10 points, what term was applied to this animal and which today means one who takes the blame for others?

ANSWER: _scapegoat_

4.  A brand of mouthwash is named for what Englishman, who introduced antisepsis into surgery?

ANSWER: Joseph _Lister_

5.  This disease is the most common lethal genetic disease in the U.S. For 10 points, what is this disease, where the mucus in the bronchial tubes is so thick and viscous that back pounding is required to help the patient breathe?

ANSWER: _Cystic fibrosis_

6.  For 10 points, what term is given to a writ a prisoner files that challenges the authority of the jail to continue holding him and whose name comes from the Latin for "you have the body"?

ANSWER: _habeas corpus_

7.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  The expression of the binomial (a + b) ^ n has n + 1 terms, with exponents for a and b going from 0 to n in opposite directions.  The coefficients are determined by the sum of the adjacent numbers in the row above on, for 10 points, what figure attributed to a 17th Century French mathematician?

ANSWER: _PASCAL'S TRIANGLE_ (PROMPT ON BLAISE PASCAL)

8.  The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America is generally considered the first volume of poems written in North America. For 10 points, who was the author of this volume?

ANSWER: Anne _Bradstreet_

9.  For 10 points, what is the pH of a 0.01 molar solution of HNO3?

ANSWER: pH _2_

10.  In the 1940's, the Boston Bruins, Detroit Redwings, and New York Rangers had one championship each, the Montreal Canadiens won two, and the Toronto Blackhawks won five.  For 10 points, what member of the "Original Six" was the only team _not_ to win a championship in the '40's?

ANSWER: _CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS_ (accept either or both)

11.  His works include Through the Dark Continent, The Congo and the Founding of Its Free State, and In Darkest Africa. For 10 points, name this famous explorer, chiefly remembered for his expedition into Central Africa to find David Livingstone.

ANSWER: Sir Henry Morton _Stanley_

12.  Its flag contains two fields: a white field that is the left third of the flag, and a red field that is the right two-thirds, and the two fields are separated by a jagged line. It became a separate country after it and Bahrain could not agree to join the United Arab Emirates. For 10 points, what is this country which is a tiny peninsula off of the Arabian Peninsula?

ANSWER: _Qatar_ (KUH-tar)

13.  For 10 points, what three-letter extension is given to documents created or read by Adobe Acrobat?

ANSWER: _PDF_ (p-d-f) for Portable Document Format

14.  In 1602 this man became master of music for the ducal chapel in Mantua.  He had published five books of madrigals by 1605, but was better known for his operas, such as "Arianna" and "The Coronation of Poppaea."  For ten points, name this Italian composer of the 1607 opera "Orfeo."

ANSWER:  Claudio _Monteverdi_

15.  For 10 points, what nation was formerly known as East Pakistan?

ANSWER: _Bangladesh_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  For 10 points, what is the last name of the first pair of pugilist brothers to both win the heavyweight title?

ANSWER: _SPINKS_ (Leon in 1979, Michael in mid-1980's)

2.  This English writer was, by trade, an ironmonger, but he is better known for his discourse on his avocation, fishing. For 10 points, who is this author of "The Compleat Angler"?

ANSWER: Izaak _Walton_

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is -405 degrees expressed in radians?

ANSWER: _-9pi/4_

4.  For 10 points, which part of the brain, responsible for consciousness, is also the largest part?

ANSWER: _cerebrum_

5.  For 10 points, what general won the battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterrey and Buena Vista?

ANSWER: General Zachary _Taylor_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

