Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #39


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, in terms of its equilibrium, what do we call a solution in which the crystallizing rate of the solute equals the dissolving rate of the solute?

ANSWER: _saturated_

2.  For 10 points, in an atom of lithium in the ground state, what is the total number of orbitals that contain only 1 electron?

ANSWER: _1_

3.  This company's former CEO has said he is innocent, as he hired five consecutive corrupt chief financial officers who committed all the fraud. Not many people are Richard Scrushy, the former CEO of, for 10 points, what healthcare company that has fallen on hard times?

ANSWER: _HealthSouth_

4.  For 10 points, what is the largest city in North Carolina?

ANSWER: _Charlotte_

5.  What seven-letter English adjective meaning sparing of words or terse, brief or pithy in speech, comes from a region of ancient Greece?

ANSWER:  _laconic_ (from Laconia)

6.  The endocrine system is composed of many glands found through the body. For 10 points, what are the chemicals called that these organs secrete into the blood?  

ANSWER: _hormones_

7.  The sentence "While driving on Greenwood Avenue yesterday afternoon, a tree began to fall toward my car" contains, for 10 points, what common grammatical error that occurs when a phrase or clause is misplaced, obscuring the meaning of the sentence?

ANSWER: _dangling_ or _misplaced_ modifier 

8.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A car sells for $27728.54 after a 26% discount.  For 10 points, what was the original price, rounded to the nearest thousand?

ANSWER: _37,000_

9.  This two-word Latin term was first coined by John Locke. For 10 points, what is this term that indicates the belief that a person is born without preconceived ideas and notions, and means "blank slate"?

ANSWER: _tabula rasa_ (don't accept blank slate as the question clearly asks for Latin)

10.  Medieval Parisian fanatics burned twenty-four cartloads full of manuscripts of this work in 1242.  There are Palestinian and Babylonian versions, and it contains narrative statements, or "haggadot," on faith and morals.  Containing the Aramaic Gemara and the Hebrew Mishnah, for ten points, what collection of stories and law dominated Jewish life at least until the eighteenth century?

ANSWER:  _Talmud_ 

11.  He was a demon descended from Cain, and terrorized Hrothgar's mead-hall for a dozen years until he was slain. For 10 points, who was this monster slain by Beowulf?

ANSWER: _Grendel_

12.  Paul Goebel has appeared on "Ally McBeal", "Will & Grace", and "Roswell", as well as many commercials, and TV Land's "Paul's Ultimate Fan Hour", however he's best recognized as the TV expert on what Comedy Central game show?

ANSWER: _"BEAT THE GEEKS"_

13.  He was created from the scrapings of his mother's skin, and originally he guarded his mother when she took baths.  He earned his most characteristic feature, however, when he refused to allow his father Shiva to see his mother Parvati, so Shiva cut off his head.  Remorseful, Shiva replaced, for ten points, what Hindu god of good luck's head with that of an elephant?

ANSWER:  _Ganesh_ (or _Ganesha_)

14.  It was first instituted during the Civil War to help finance the war effort. The Wilson-Gorman Bill of 1894 instituted another one, but it was declared unconstitutional. By 1913, however, opinion had changed, and a Constitutional amendment was passed to allow it. For 10 points, what was this item allowed by the 16th Amendment that must be paid annually by April 15?

ANSWER: _income tax_

15.  On what line of latitude is the sun directly overhead at noon on the first day of summer and the first day of summer?

Answer: _the equator or zero degrees_ latitude 

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What semi-legendary Native American chief, who founded the Iroquois (ear-uh-kwoy) League, has been immortalized in poetry by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow?

ANSWER: _Hiawatha_

1B.  Jessica Lynch's compromising photos were bought by what magazine publisher who does NOT intend to publish them?

ANSWER: Larry _Flynt_

2A.  What event, described in Chapter 1 of the Gospel of Luke, features the angel Gabriel telling Mary about the birth of Jesus Christ?

ANSWER:  _Annunciation_ 

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  r, s, and t are vectors corresponding to the line segments AB, BC, and CA.  What is the vector sum v + s + t?

ANSWER: _0_

3A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the arithmetic mean of 13, 28, and 51, expressed as a reduced mixed number?

ANSWER: _30 AND 2/3_

3B.  What legal name is given to the practice of taking money directly from a paycheck to pay off a debt, usually child support? 

ANSWER: _garnish_ment

4A.  At the request of Alexander Graham Bell, what woman began to teach the deaf-and-blind Helen Keller in 1887?

ANSWER: Anne _Sullivan_

4B.  Waverly was the first published novel of what Scottish novelist, whose other works include Rob Roy and The Lady of the Lake?

ANSWER:  Sir Walter _Scott_

5A.  What name is given to an object's resistance to a change in its state of motion?

ANSWER: _inertia_

5B.  From the following symptoms, name the disease: fatigue, rapid weight loss, abnormal thirst and sugar in the urine.

ANSWER: _diabetes_

6A.  In nature, sometimes a female's eggs can develop without being fertilized by sperm. This occurs sometimes in insects such as aphids. What is this process called?

ANSWER: _parthenogenesis_

6B.  What term describes a short period between the reigns of two kings, and comes from the Latin for "between rule"?

ANSWER: _interregnum_

7A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Vector v equals 8i - j + 4k.  What is the unit vector in the same direction as v, expressed in component form?

ANSWER: _8/9 i - 1/9 j + 4/9 k_

7B.  THREE ANSWERS REQUIRED. Name 3 of the 5 members of "The Backstreet Boys", first names are sufficient.

ANSWER: _AJ, BRIAN, NICK, HOWIE, KEVIN_ (McLean, Littrell, Carter, Dorough, Richardson)

8A.  What Greek writer is generally thought of as the "Father of History?"

ANSWER: _Herodotus_

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  90 people are on a buddy list.  60 people are online, but 28 of those are idle.  If active buddies score 5 points, idle buddies score 3 points, and offline buddies score 1 point, what is the buddy list's "score"?

ANSWER: _274_ 

9A.  What Russian composed the ballets "Petroushka" and "The Firebird" before almost causing a riot with 1913's "The Rite of Spring?"

ANSWER:  Igor _Stravinsky_

9B.  King Henry V was able to defeat the French at what 1415 battle?

ANSWER: _Agincourt_ (ah-ZHEEN-coor)

10A.  Janie Woods-Starks, the novel's beautiful heroine, and Tea Cake Woods, her third and most loving husband, are two of the main characters in what Zora Neale Hurston novel, which is set in Eatonsville, Florida?

ANSWER: _Their Eyes Were Watching God_

10B.  What type of hacking attack is performed by flooding a network with useless traffic, such as millions of pings? 

ANSWER: _denial of service_ or _DoS_ attack

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Those people who currently have to be inoculated against smallpox can thank what Englishman, who first developed the vaccine.

ANSWER: Edward _Jenner_

2.  A pidgin language is a language that arises when speakers of two or more languages try to have a makeshift conversation. In some cases, such as in the Caribbean, a pidgin language becomes the native language of a country, and gets, for 10 points, what name that is also associated with Cajun culture?

ANSWER: _creole_

3.  He convinced his brother Mahon to break his peace treaty with the Vikings and was able to drive the Vikings out of southern Ireland. He was able to unite all of Ireland after Malachy (mah-lah-KYE) II surrendered in 998 AD. For 10 points, who is this victor of the battle of Clontarf in 1014 and the only native Irishman to rule all of Ireland?

ANSWER: _Brian Boru_

4.  His government is facing some criticism from its two centrist parties and the right-wing National Alliance over statements Umberto Bossi, the head of the Northern League, has made. For 10 points, who is this Prime Minister who has vowed to complete his five-year term as Prime Minister of Italy?

ANSWER: Silvio _Berlusconi_

5.   This literary movement in late 18th-century Germany that led to German Romanticism got its name from the title of a play by Maximillian Klinger. What is this three-word term that in drama emphasized social injustices and the need for reform and that translates as "storm and stress"?

ANSWER: _Sturm und Drang_

6.  On July 4, 1054, Chinese astronomers noted the appearance of a "guest star" in the constellation Taurus. The "guest star" was visible in daylight for 23 days and was visible until April 17, 1056. For 10 points, this supernova resulted in the creation of what nebula named for an animal?

ANSWER: _Crab_ nebula

7.  They consisted of a preamble and 13 articles, and were adopted by Congress in 1777. After Virginia and New York agreed to give up their Western claims, Maryland adopted them in 1781, and they remained in effect until 1789. For 10 points, what was this document that was later replaced by the Constitution?

ANSWER: _Articles of Confederation_ 

8.  For 10 points, by what name and last initial is the main character of the Franz Kafka novel The Trial known?

ANSWER: _Joseph K._ (must have the K.)

9.  Two years before his death, he abdicated from his various positions, splitting his vast empire between his son, Phillip II, and his brother, Ferdinand. For 10 points, who is this man that ruled Spain, Austria, the Netherlands and parts of Germany and Italy, the most powerful of the Hapsburg kings?

ANSWER: _Charles V_ 

10.  He worked for _Harper's Weekly_ as a pictorial reporter during the Civil War, completing the work _Prisoners from the Front_.  _Crack the Whip_ and _Long Branch, New Jersey_ are calmer rural paintings, but he is known mostly for scenes of shipwrecks, like _Life Line_ and _Gulf Stream_.  For ten points, name this American painter, not to be confused with an ancient Greek poet or a Simpson patriarch.

ANSWER:  Winslow _Homer_

11.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the complex product of (3 + 5i) times (2 + 4i)?

ANSWER: _-14 + 22I_

12.  For 10 points, name the African-American who served as principal of Tuskegee Institute from 1881 to 1915 and who wrote "Up From Slavery."

ANSWER: _Booker (Taliaferro) Washington_ (prompt on Washington)

13.  The first of many Americans to study under Nadia Boulanger (boo-lawn-ZHAY), he incorporated jazz elements into his 1925 piece "Music for the Theater."  He composed the score for the 1940 film "Our Town," and also wrote the opera "The Second Hurricane" and the ballet "Billy the Kid."  For ten points, name this American composer of "Appalachian Spring."

ANSWER:  Aaron _Copland_ (COPE-land)

14.  For 10 points, what is the clear, light refracting outer layer of the eye called?

ANSWER: _cornea_

15.  This city is the home of Whitworth College and Gonzaga University. For 10 points, what is this city of 200,000 that is the major metropolitan area of Eastern Washington state? 

ANSWER: _Spokane_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  For 10 points, who made the famous Atlanta Compromise speech in 1895 and was the founder of the Tuskegee Institute?

ANSWER: _Booker_ T. _Washington_

2.  This American novelist left school at seventeen to join the Marines, and his first novel, Battle Cry, described their training and combat in World War II. His novel, the Haj, was about a Muslim's pilgrimage to Mecca. His novel, Trinity, was about the Protestant-Catholic battles in Northern Ireland. For 10 points, who was this author best known for his novel about the resettlement of Palestine, Exodus?

ANSWER: Leon _Uris_

3.  Aristides (ah-rih-stih-DEEZ) was the first winner, in 1875.  Unbridled won in 1990, then went on to sire 1996 winner Grindstone.  Vagrant, Apollo, Old Rosebud, and Exterminator were gelding winners.  For 10 points, what is the first of the triple crown races, associated with hats, mint juleps, and roses?

ANSWER: _KENTUCKY DERBY_ (prompt on Derby)

4.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the decimal solution to the hexadecimal addition CC plus 44 (four four)?

ANSWER: _272_

5.  Glassy, pearly and metallic are several examples of how minerals reflect light.  For ten points, what term describes this phenomenon?

Answer: _luster_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

