Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #43


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Six Ways to Make People Like You, Twelve Ways to Win People to Your Way of Thinking, and Seven Rules to Make Your Home Life Happier are chapter titles of, for 10 points, what 1937 self-help book written by Dale Carnegie?

ANSWER:  _How to Win Friends and Influence People_

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the polar equation r = sin of theta plus cosine of theta expressed in Cartesian form?

ANSWER: _X^2 + Y^2 = X + Y_ (accept equivalents)

3.  Rudolph Evans sculpted the 19-foot bronze statue that lies inside the building, while Daniel Higgins, Otto Eggers, and John Russell Pope designed the structure.  Located near East Potomac Park on the south bank of the Tidal Basin, it is made of white Vermont marble and stands 103 feet high.  Dedicated on April 13, 1943, for ten points, identify this building honoring the third President of the United States.

ANSWER:  _Jefferson Memorial_ 

4.  Ancient legend held that he could speak 25 languages, knew the name of every soldier in his large army and built up an immunity to poison by taking sub-lethal doses of poison throughout his life. He built up an empire that spanned most of Turkey, Greece and the Black Sea coastline, only to lose it in three wars with Rome between 88 and 65 BC. For 10 points, who was this king of Pontus that indeed "died old"?

ANSWER: _Mithridates_ (mih-thrih-DAH-teez) VI of Pontus 

5.  On a Hertzsprung-Russel diagram, for 10 points, what objects are represented by the dots?

ANSWER: _star_s

6.  Tornado wind speed and potential for destruction are rated on the Fujita Scale.  For ten points, what is the highest number on the Fujita Scale?

Answer: _5_

7.  For 10 points, what is the total number of moles of hydrogen in 1 mole of (NH4) 2HPO4?

ANSWER: _9_

8.  An injury to his right hand ended his career as a concert pianist, so he concentrated on composing, serving as editor for the _New Journal of Music_ until 1844.  During that time, he wrote the _Papillons_ (pah-pee-YOHNS) and "Scenes from Childhood," and he also married his student Clara Wieck (VIKE).  For ten points, name this German composer of the Rhenish Symphony and "Carnaval."

ANSWER:  Robert _Schumann_

9.  In October 1857, he opened a dry goods emporium in New York City. He moved his store to its present 34th Street location in 1902. Some of his immigrant employees started a Thanksgiving Day Parade in 1924, which is still held to this day. For 10 points, who is this department store mogul?

ANSWER: Rowland H. (R.H.) _Macy_

10.  The picture next to a user's name on an Internet discussion board has, for 10 points, shares what six-letter name with the manifestation of a deity in Hindu mythology?

ANSWER: _avatar_ 

11.  Before scandal struck, this mutual fund company was the fifth largest in the country. For 10 points, what is this mutual fund company that has been accused by the SEC and Massachusetts regulators of securities fraud?

ANSWER: _Putnam_ Investments

12.  His father had to perform the delivery, and tried to pull him out too fast, leaving him slightly deformed. He left his family behind at a stream near the California border, telling his brother Tom that he did not feel as loved as his brothers and sisters. For 10 points, who is this oldest child of the Joad family in the Grapes of Wrath? 

ANSWER: _Noah_ Joad

13.  In a dictionary, this type of verb is abbreviated v.i. For 10 points, what is this type of verb that is an action verb, but does not take a direct object, such as the verb "to go"?

ANSWER: _intransitive_

14.  For 10 points, what colony was governed between 1639 and 1662 by the Fundamental Orders?

ANSWER: _Connecticut_

15.   W(big W) is the dominant allele for widow's peak, and w(little w) is the recessive allele for a smooth hairline. For 10 points, what is the genotype of a heterozygous individual?

ANSWER: _Ww_ (Big W, little w)

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  An atom of an element has 28 innermost electrons and 7 outermost electrons. In which period of the Periodic Table is this element located?

ANSWER: _4_

1B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  If there are no grouping symbols in the following expression, what is it's value: 7 * 9 - 15 / 3 + 12 / 6 * 3 - 4 * 2 + 3 ?

ANSWER: _59_

2A.  Along with Caerleon (cair-LEE-awn), what British town was the primary home to King Arthur's Court?

ANSWER:  _Camelot_

2B.  What 1803 symphony did Beethoven originally name after Napoleon until Napoleon proclaimed himself emperor, causing the composer to tear up the title page?

ANSWER:  _Eroica_ (eh-ROH-ih-ka) Symphony (or _Third_ Symphony)

3A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  An urn initially contains 3 red and 2 black balls.  Two balls are removed without replacement.  What is the probability that the balls remaining in the urn are all the same color?

ANSWER: _1/10_

3B.  Give the name, not the number, of the Mendel law of genetics that states we have 2 alleles for each trait, and that these alleles are separated during formation of sperm and egg. 

ANSWER: law of _segregation_

4A.  What was the title of the unfinished novel on which F. Scott Fitzgerald was working at the time of his death?

ANSWER: _The Last Tycoon_

4B.  What name is given to a group of businesses or nations that act together as a single producer to obtain market control, examples of which include OPEC and Colombian drug distributors?

ANSWER: _cartel_s

5A.  What was the name of the "note" that told Mexico of possible German assistance if the US were to enter World War I?

ANSWER: _Zimmerman Note_

5B.  What Percy Shelley poem opens with the lines "I met a traveler from an antique land  / Who said:  Two vast and trunkless legs of stone / Stand in the desert."

ANSWER: _Ozymandias_

6A.  What is the name of the river that forms most of the border between Georgia and Alabama?

ANSWER: _Chattahoochee_

6B.  What was the name of the Semitic nomads that ruled Egypt between the Middle and New Kingdoms?

ANSWER: _Hyksos_ (HIK-sohs)

7A.  Hortensio and Gremio are the suitors for Bianca (be-ahn-kuh) and Katherine in what play by William Shakespeare?

ANSWER: _The Taming of the Shrew_

7B.  Name the crescent-shaped lakes formed when meanders of an old age stream get cut off and isolated.

Answer: _oxbow_ lakes

8A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the slope-intercept form of the line with equation 3y = -2x + 6?

ANSWER: _Y = -2/3 X + 2_

8B.  What comic strip is written by Mort Walker about the frenetic ongoings of Camp Swampy?

ANSWER: _BEETLE BAILEY_

9A.  A radioactive element has a half-life of 2 days. Give the fraction representing the amount of an original sample of this element remaining after 6 days.

ANSWER: _1/8_

9B.  Also known as vapor trails, what term describes the streaks of condensed water vapor or ice forming in the wake of an aircraft or rocket?

ANSWER: _contrail_s

10A.  Current President Jean-Bertrand (ZHON-ber-TROND) Aristide (ah-rih-STEED) has recently observed what country's bicentennial?

ANSWER: _Haiti_

10B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Two supplementary angles have measures 4r and 5r.  What is the measure, in degrees, of r?

ANSWER: _20_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  The next time you are served a soy burger for lunch, you can thank this Missouri-born African-American slave who became the director of agricultural research at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. Name this man who also worked with sweet potatoes and peanuts.

ANSWER: George Washington _Carver_

2.  For 10 points, what political radio personality made news in October 2003, first with his controversial comments about Eagles Quarterback Donovan McNabb, then with his admission that he is addicted to painkillers?

ANSWER: Rush _LIMBAUGH_

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the simplified unfactored form of the expression 5 + 3(3k-1) - 4(3k + 2)?

ANSWER: _-3K - 6_

4.  This writing system gets its name from two Latin words meaning "wedge" and "shape". It consists of a number of roughly triangular-shaped symbols placed in various arrangements. For 10 points, what is this writing system used in ancient Mesopotamia for several centuries until the arrival of the Persians? 

ANSWER: _cuneiform_

5.  Its southern end runs through the Cherokee reservation in North Carolina, ending on U.S. Route 441 near the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Its northern end is at the southern end of the Skyline drive near Waynesboro, Virginia. For 10 points, what is this 460-mile road that runs through the mountains for which it is named?

ANSWER: _Blue Ridge Parkway_

6.  For 10 points, what condition results in thin and weak bones?

ANSWER: _osteoporosis_

7.  This four-act play features Olga, Masha, and Irina Pro-zo-rov and their brother Andrey. The only diversions in their dreary lives are the military officers and the ever-present dream of moving to Moscow. For 10 points, what is this play written by Anton Chekhov?

ANSWER: _The Three Sisters_ 

8.  For 10 points, what woman took over the Presidency of the Philippines after the overthrow of Ferdinand Marcos?

ANSWER: Corazon _Aquino_ 

9.  New Editor-in-chief Bill Keller is changing some journalistic standards at, for 10 points, what newspaper that fired Howell Raines in July 2003?

ANSWER: The _New York Times_

10.  For 10 points, what unconstitutional practice is having two trials for the same crime?

ANSWER: _double jeopardy_

11.  For 10 points, in what war was the battle of the Plains of Abraham fought?

ANSWER: _French and Indian_ War (Prompt on Seven Years' War)

12.  Plato believed that some of them deserved the death penalty, while John Locke wrote that they should be denied free speech.  Charles Bradlaugh was denied a Parliament seat in 1869 because he was one, while Feuerbach (FOY-ur-bok), Schopenhauer, and Marx were militant ones.  For ten points, what term denotes those people who deny the existence of any god?

ANSWER:  _atheist_(s) 

13.  Anne Elliot is the main character of, for 10 points, what novel by Jane Austen?

ANSWER: _Persuasion_

14.  For 10 points, who was the Austrian monk considered to be the father of genetics?

ANSWER: Gregor _Mendel_

15.  Brothers Liam and Noel Gallagher play in the group, which changed its name from "The Rain" in 1991, but kept with the water theme.  For 10 points, what British band recorded hits "Wonderwall" and "Champagne Supernova"?

ANSWER: _OASIS_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  Born in Jackson, Mississippi, this author was known for her compressed portraits of people and life in the deep South. For 10 points, name this author of Delta Wedding, Losing Battles, The Optimist's Daughter and A Worn Path.

ANSWER: Eudora _Welty_

2.  This type of computer graphics only supports 256 colors, making it good for black and white images, line drawings and small text, but not good for photographs, which are most often converted into the jpg (j-peg) format. For 10 points what is this second-most common picture format supported by most Internet browsers?

ANSWER: _gif_ (gif)

3.  He was able to defeat the British and the Russians during World War I, and between 1919 and 1923, fought his nation's War of Independence. Over the next fifteen years, he completely modernized his nation, transforming it from an empire dominated by Islam into a secular republic. For 10 points, who is this founder of the modern Turkish republic?

ANSWER: Kemal Mustafa _Ataturk_

4.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  One student checks 16 items on a survey.  Another checks 13 items.  For 10 points, if they agree on 11 of those (i.e. they both have them checked), how many items were checked by exactly one student?

ANSWER: _7_ (16 - 11) + (13 - 11)

5.  The Quakers and the Salvation Army do not recognize any of them, but most sects follow between two and seven.  Protestants believe that only the Eucharist and baptism were instituted by Christ, while Anglicans recognize the other five as having evolved in the Christian Church.  For ten points, identify these rites, a list that also includes confirmation, confession, anointing of the sick, marriage, and holy orders.

ANSWER:  _sacraments_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

