Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #45


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  His crooked dealings as Speaker of the House were an early campaign issue. Defectors from his party, calling themselves Mugwumps, did not help, either. He was helped by his opponent's admission of fathering an illegitimate child, but his own indiscretions came to light. However, it was a dinner at Delmonico's, an expensive steakhouse, and his supporters' slogan of "Rum, Romanism and Rebellion" that did in, for 10 points, what loser of the 1884 Presidential campaign to Grover Cleveland?

ANSWER: James _Blaine_

2.  This "Rocky Horror Show" musical star appeared in "Fight Club" in 1999. For 10 points, who is this man, best known for a song subtitled "But I Won't Do That" and another song, "Paradise by the Dashboard Light"?

ANSWER: _Meat Loaf_ (Marvin Lee Aday)

3.  His father was a successful dentist and owned a 200-acre farm, enabling this man to study at Julliard.  There he roomed with Charlie Parker, joining Parker's bebop band, and by 1949 he had completed his first great album, _Birth of the Cool_.  For ten points, what trumpeter later cemented his place in jazz history with the albums _Kind of Blue_ and _Bitches Brew_?

ANSWER:  Miles _Davis_

4.  The action of this play takes place on an unprepared stage where a company of actors is being assembled for a rehearsal. For 10 points, what is the title of this play by Luigi Pirandello?

ANSWER: _Six Characters in Search of an Author_

5.  The largest lake formed by the last great ice age was not Superior as its name would indicate.  It was Lake Bonneville, located primarily in Utah.  Today, much of this lake has evaporated.  For ten points, what do we call the current remains of Lake Bonneville?

Answer: _the Great Salt Lake_

6.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  The square root of x is 32.  For 10 points, what is the 10th root of x?

ANSWER: _2_

7.  Researchers announced in November that Guillan-Barre (GHEE-lan BAR) syndrome, and not polio, was the disease that affected, for 10 points, what 32nd President?

ANSWER: _Franklin_ Delano _Roosevelt_ (accept FDR)

8.  For 10 points, anabolic steroids are synthetic forms of what natural male sex hormone?

ANSWER: _testosterone_

9.   The Greeks called it hamartia (huh-mar-t-uh). By what two-word term do we refer to the defect or error of the hero of a tragedy that leads to his or her downfall?

ANSWER: _tragic flaw_

10.  In World War I, this anxiety disorder was known as shellshock. For 10 points, what is this disorder in which the survivor of a particularly stressful event will experience disturbed sleep, flashbacks and other mental reminders of the event?

ANSWER: _post-traumatic stress disorder_

11.  The Roman poet Vergil wrote about a sorcerer who used poisonous herbs in order to turn into this creature. A French Parliamentary district passed a law expelling them in the sixteenth century, while as late as the 1800s French peasants feared the loup-garou (LOO-gah-ROO). For ten points, a full moon could transform humans into what lupine creatures that could possibly be killed by silver bullets?

ANSWER:  _werewolves_ (singular or plural acceptable)

12.  The 42nd Parallel, 1919, and The Big Money comprise a trilogy of novels by John Dos Passos. For 10 points, what name is given to the trilogy?

ANSWER:  _U.S.A._ (accept John Dos Passos before "trilogy")

13.  This city is sometimes called Stroke City, due to the fact that Protestants and Catholics give it two different names and politically correct observers will use the two names separated by a stroke character. For 10 points, what is this city in Northern Ireland that was the site of the "Bloody Sunday" incident in 1972? 

ANSWER: _Derry_ or _Londonderry_

14.  She was the second person to fly across the Atlantic Ocean solo. For 10 points, who was this woman who disappeared while flying over the Pacific Ocean in 1937?

ANSWER: Amelia _Earhart_

15.  One of the lower leg bones is the tibia. For 10 points, what is the second lower leg bone called?

ANSWER: _fibula_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  How far across a lake can a motorboat travel at 8 mph and still return to its pier at 12 mph in a total time of 4 hours?

ANSWER: _19.2 MILES_

1B.  What type of limestone cavern feature is formed when a stalactite and a stalagmite grow together into one single unit.

Answer: _column_

2A.  What Pittsburgh Pirate of the '20's and '30's whose nickname was "Little Poison", not to be confused with his brother Paul "Big Poison", holds the rookie record with 223 hits in a season, accomplished in 1927?

ANSWER: _Lloyd Waner_

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the solution to the inequality m-thirds minus one-quarter of the difference of m minus six is greater than or equal to m-sixths plus one {m/3 - (m-6)/4 >= m/6 + 1}?

ANSWER: _m is less than or equal to 6_

3A.  A black, metallic bird that is missing provides much of the plot of what Dashiell Hammett novel?

ANSWER: _The Maltese Falcon_

3B.  In what state was the Whisky Rebellion of 1794?

ANSWER: _Pennsylvania_

4A.  Germany and Austria fought a war to end the Schleswig-Holstein controversy with what other country?

ANSWER: _Denmark_ 

4B.  Who wrote the novel Candide (KAN-deed)?

ANSWER: _Voltaire_

5A.  What is the gram formula mass of K2CO3?

ANSWER: _138_ grams

5B.  This architectural structure gets its name from a Middle English word meaning "to push against". What is this external structure built to support a wall or building that in Gothic architecture is often "flying"?

ANSWER: _buttress_ 

6A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  In the first game of the season, a quarterback completes 9 of his 31 passes.  What is the fewest number of passes he must complete in his next game to have a season completion percentage of greater than 50%?

ANSWER: _14_ (14/14 yields 23/45 on the season)

6B.  Varanasi, Santiago de Compostela, Lourdes, Mecca, and Jerusalem are all destination sites for what groups of people who travel to holy places to receive special blessings from God or as an act of thanksgiving?

ANSWER:  _pilgrims_

7A.  What family of Jewish priests and military leaders established the Festival of Hanukah in the second century BCE?

ANSWER:  _Maccabees_

7B.  What term describes the right of a secured creditor to grab a specific item of property, varieties of which include judgment, tax and mechanics?

ANSWER: nonconsensual _liens_

8A.  In November, the World Trade Organization ruled that recently imposed tariffs on what industrial material were in violation of its trade rules, allowing the European Union to launch retaliatory tariffs?

ANSWER: _steel_

8B.  The hormone melatonin has been in the news a lot because it helps people go to sleep. Melatonin is a hormone made naturally by what gland located in the brain?

ANSWER: _pineal_ gland

9A.  Name the Dutch scientist credited with perfecting the single-lens microscope.

ANSWER:  Anton von _Leeuwenhoek_ (lay-wen-hook)

9B.  What word, taken from the Tagalog word for mountain, means an uninhabited area filled with thick brush or a rural, backwoods area?

ANSWER: _boondocks_

10A.  In the fourth voyage of Gulliver's Travels, what was the race of filthy, loathsome brutes which, to Gulliver's dismay, resembled too much the human race?

ANSWER:  _Yahoo(s)_

10B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  On an 8 by 8 checkerboard, what fraction of the squares are in the "middle" - that is, what percentage of the squares have 8 squares immediately adjacent to them?

ANSWER: _9/16_ (36/64)

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  In 1982, he was elected over Helmut Schmidt as chancellor of West Germany. For 10 points, who was this man that oversaw the unification of Germany and was eventually defeated in 1998 by Gerhard Schoeder?

ANSWER: Helmut _Kohl_

2.  Although he was born in San Francisco, he is best known for his verse dealing with New England life. For ten points, name this poet who wrote "The Death of the Hired Man" and "Mending Wall."

ANSWER:  Robert _Frost_

3.  For 10 points, what is the pH of a 0.00001 molar HCl solution?

ANSWER: pH _5_

4.  Santa Maria Novella in Florence was the main church of this order.  Famous members included Albertus Magnus, Savonarola, and Catherine of Siena, while in England they were called the Black Friars because they dressed in white tunics with black cloaks and hoods.  For ten points, what religious order was founded by its namesake saint in 1215, and lends its name to a "republic" in the Caribbean?

ANSWER:  _Dominicans_ (or _Order of Preachers_)

5.  For 10 points, what is the hydroxide concentration of a solution with a pH of 4?

ANSWER: _1 X 10 to the negative 10_

6.  By the time he was 23, he had been married 3 times, twice bigamously, and had been chased out of the UK after the media discovered that his third wife was his 13-year-old cousin, who was played by Winona Ryder in the 1989 movie "Great Balls of Fire".  Later, his fourth and fifth wives both died under mysterious circumstances.  He accidentally shot his band's bass player during a birthday party.  For 10 points, what rock 'n' roll loose cannon recorded the classic "Whole Lotta Shakin' Goin' On"?

ANSWER: Jerry Lee _Lewis_

7.  This group, which emerged in the 1830s, had three main factions: Northern industrialists, Southern opponents of the President and supporters of a strong central bank. Opposition to President Andrew Jackson was the unifying thread of, for 10 points, what political party that stayed together until the 1850s and elected two Presidents?

ANSWER: _Whig_ Party

8.  David Diaz, Peggy Rathmann, David Wisniewski (wiz-new-skee), Paul Zelinsky, Mary Azarian, and Simms Taback were the 1995-2000 winners of, for 10 points, what ALA award given to the best illustrators of children's books?

ANSWER: _Caldecott_ Medal

9.  This Internet activity is a sub-set of flaming. An example includes a Virginia Tech fan posting unflattering newspaper articles about Virginia's sports teams on a Virginia fans mailing list. For 10 points, what is this practice on Internet discussion boards and chatrooms of deliberately posting derogatory or inflammatory comments in the hopes of getting a response?

ANSWER: _troll_ing

10.  In French, it only appears over the letter e. For 10 points, what is this "uphill-running" accent mark that appears in the past participle of the verb parler? (par-LAY)

ANSWER: _accent grave_ (AHKS-son GRAHV)

11.  This four-letter word comes from two Old English words meaning "in one". It is used extensively in Shakespeare's works but not as much today. This word meant then, "at once" or "immediately". For 10 points, what is this word that as an abbreviation, means a word that is a synonym for someone unknown?

ANSWER: _anon_ 

12.  For 10 points, what is a person called when he or she has the gene for a disorder such as color-blindness, but in fact has normal vision?

ANSWER: _carrier_

13.  The Spartans won the Peloponnesian War in 404 BC. The battle of Leuctra in 371 BC brought an end to Spartan dominance and ushered in the brief dominance of, for 10 points, what city whose name is also the name of a city in ancient Egypt?

ANSWER: _Thebes_ (_Theban_ confederacy before the word "city" is mentioned)

14.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  In his treatise "Ars conjectandi", 17th Century Swiss mathematician Jacques Bernoulli proved this theorem.  It uses the statistical principle of combinations to show that the numbers in Pascal's Triangle's "n+1"-th row correspond to each combination n-choose-0 through n-choose-n.  For 10 points, what theorem gives the expansion of (a + b) ^ n?

ANSWER: Fundamental _BINOMIAL THEOREM_

15.  This painting contains four figures.  In the top left is the nymph Chloris, carried by her lover Zephyrus, the god of the west wind.  On the right, an attendant carries a robe adorned with flowers, to be worn by the title figure in the middle.  For ten points, identify this Sandro Botticelli painting, where the goddess of love stands on a half-shell.

ANSWER:  The _Birth of Venus_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  A river valley that is drowned by seawater is called a bay.  For ten points, what do we call a glacial valley that is filled with seawater?

Answer: _fjord (fee-yord)_

2.  This property of a verb refers to how the verb is used in relation to what the subject is doing, or whether the subject is acting or being acted on by the verb. For 10 points, what is this verbal property that in English comes in two varieties, active and passive?

ANSWER: _voice_

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Vector a has i, j, and k coordinates each equal to 1.  For 10 points, what is the norm of a scaled by the square root of three over three?

ANSWER: _1_

4.  The Kuiper (KYE-per) Belt is the "inner" version of, for 10 points, what area about 10,000 astronomical units from the sun that contains trillions of comets?

ANSWER: _Oort cloud_

5.  In 2003, John Street and Sam Katz were the two candidates running to fill, for 10 points, the mayor's office of what city?

ANSWER: _Philadelphia_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

