Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

Regional Competition, Match #6


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.

First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  This unit is the unit of magnetic flux. For 10 points, what is this unit that shares its name with a German sociologist that wrote "The Protestant Work Ethic"?

ANSWER: _weber_

2.  Ulysses S. Grant later said that a suicidal attack he ordered at this battle was the only attack he wished he had never ordered. It was fought between May 31 and June 12, 1864. For 10 points, what was this battle where on June 3, Grant sent three corps (kores) on a charge against a fortified Confederate line and lost thousands of men within an hour?

ANSWER: _Cold Harbor_

3.  He followed his most famous role with a modest movie career, including a spot in 1998's Water Boy with Adam Sandler. He beat out Mickey Dolenz from The Monkees for a role originally intended as a foil to Ron Howard's Richie Cunningham, and turned his leather jacket into a national phenomenon, earning top billing on the show "Happy Days.” For 10 points, who was this man best known as "The Fonz"?

ANSWER: Henry _Winkler_

4.  In T.H. White's novel The Once and Future King, what is the name of the king's wife?

ANSWER: _Guinevere_

5.  He made a deal with an Islamic party to allow a constitutional amendment to pass granting him extraordinary power until the end of his term in 2007. In exchange, he will resign his post as head of the army by the end of 2004. This was seemingly a response to two assassination attempts on his life within 10 days. For 10 points, who is this man, the President of Pakistan?

ANSWER: Pervez _Musharraf_

6.  This term, according to the Mahayana, can refer to anyone who has attempted to achieve enlightenment, but refrains from entering nirvana in order to help others achieve that goal.  The Theravadas, however, reserve the title for the Buddha himself and for the future Buddha, Metteya.  For ten points, what common term refers to those that are destined to become Buddhas?

ANSWER:  _bodhisattva_(s)

7.  For 10 points, what word describes the value of a home minus an outstanding mortgage balance, against which another loan can be made or a line of credit extended?

ANSWER: _equity_ (accept equities)

8.  Recent research indicates it might be related to Etruscan. It counts in twenties, a property borrowed by French for numbers above 60. For 10 points, what is this language spoken in the western Pyrenees in France and Spain?

ANSWER: _Basque_

9.  This city was founded in 1779 and quickly became a major port of entry for foreign vessels. In 1789, Virginia ceded this city and a portion of what was then Fairfax County to the federal government; it was returned to Virginia in 1847. Although it declined as a port, it has continued to grow, spurred by the growth of its "Old Town" historic district. For 10 points, what is this city in Northern Virginia?

ANSWER: _Alexandria_

10.  Minerals like mica and some forms of gypsum split into thin sheets. For ten points, name this unique pattern of breakage.

Answer: _cleavage_

11.  For 10 points, what part of the eye gives it a color?

ANSWER: _iris_

12.  Many people keep diaries, but for 10 points, what 17th-century English politician kept a diary that was written in shorthand and not deciphered until 1825?

ANSWER: Samuel _Pepys_ (peeps)

13.  Born and raised in Beverly Hills to actress Debbie Reynolds, she was once married to singer Paul Simon.  For 10 points, what writer and actress played Princess Leia in the original three Star Wars movies?

ANSWER: _Carrie Fisher_ (prompt on Fisher)

14.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A single equation uses the "big three" in terms of defined constants -- that is, e, i, and pi, as well as the two, arguably, most important numbers 0 and 1.  In terms of operations, it uses the three fundamental operations - addition, multiplication, and raising to a power, as well as the key property of equality.  Furthermore, it uses nothing else.  For 10 points, what calculus equation is a key relation between real and imaginary trigonometric and logarithmic values?

ANSWER: _e^(i*PI) + 1 = 0_

15.  For 10 points, what nation was founded in 1291 with the creation of the League of the Three Forest Cantons?

ANSWER: _Switzerland_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What name is given to the funds, usually one or two months' salary, offered by employers to workers who are laid off?

ANSWER: _severance_ pay

1B.  Felix Mendelssohn used folk music from the Hebrides (HEB-ruh-deez) Islands as a basis for what third symphony of his, published in 1842 and named after a northwest European region?

ANSWER:  _Scottish_ Symphony

2A.  Virginia Woolf was a founding member of what group of literary friends that starting meeting at 46 Gordon Square in 1905?

ANSWER: The _Bloomsbury Group_

2B.  SUBSCRIPT. Balance the following unbalanced equation: FeCl3 + NaOH yields Fe(OH) 3 + NaCl.

ANSWER: _FeCl3 + 3NaOH -> Fe(OH) 3 + 3 NaCl_

3A.  What former talk-show host filed a $100 million suit against the publishers of her now-defunct magazine for allegedly making the enterprise fail?

ANSWER: Rosie _O'Donnell_

3B.  What term, usually associated with the decisive part of an adventure novel, also refers to the final stage reached in ecological successions?

ANSWER:  _climax_

4A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the most simplified integral form of the square root of 1792?

ANSWER: _16 SQRT(7)_

4B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is 12/15 minus 9/10?

ANSWER: _-1/10_ or -.1

5A.  There is only one way the four bases in DNA can pair. Using their respective letters, give the base pairing in DNA.

ANSWER: _T with A_ (adenine with thymine) and _C with G_ (cytosine and guanine) 

5B.  What hills are located between the Belle Fourche and Cheyenne Rivers in southwestern South Dakota and northeastern Wyoming?

ANSWER: _Black_ Hills

6A.  John Wayne played the lead in the movie adaptation of what Charles Portis novel in which Rooster Cogburn helps Mattie Ross avenge her father's murder?

ANSWER: _True Grit_

6B.  What nine-letter noun refers to the indigenous or earliest-known inhabitants of a region, often associated with the natives of Australia?

ANSWER: _aborigine_

7A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A circle has radius 30. What is the measure of an arc, expressed in terms of pi, which is intercepted by a central angle that measures 18 degrees?

ANSWER: _3 pi_

7B.  At the Council of Trent the Catholic Church laid the groundwork for what movement started as a response to the Protestant efforts of the previous forty years?

ANSWER:  _Counter-Reformation_

8A.  On Christmas Day in 2003, a mudslide killed 14 at a church camp in what state?

ANSWER: _California_

8B.  Who married Pocahontas and is credited with starting tobacco cultivation in Virginia?

ANSWER: John _Rolfe_

9A.  What empire ruled the areas of modern Persia, Afghanistan and Pakistan between 300 BC and 200 AD and served as a check to the Roman Empire's eastward expansions?

ANSWER: _Parthian_ Empire

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  The Factor Theorem states that if P of x is a polynomial and x - k is a factor of P of x, then k is a solution to what polynomial equation?

ANSWER: _P OF X EQUALS 0_

10A.  What three-letter extension is given to files created and saved using Notepad?

ANSWER: ._txt_ (dot t-x-t, only the txt is necessary)

10B.  During the process of protein synthesis, DNA makes mRNA (messenger RNA) in a process called transcription. But what is it called when mRNA connects with a ribosome and the actual sequencing of amino acids occurs?

ANSWER: _translation_

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  At four years old, he composed the song "Mama's in Petersburg," and as an adult, he returned to music after he left a position at Russia's Ministry of Justice.  After leaving the Moscow Conservatory in 1877, he wrote the "Capriccio Italien," "Eugene Onegin," and the Manfred Symphony.  For ten points, name this composer of the ballets Swan Lake and Sleeping Beauty.

ANSWER:  Peter Ilich _Tchaikovsky_

2.  If the US acquired any territory from Mexico, slavery would not be allowed in it. For 10 points, this was what "Proviso" introduced in 1847 and named for the Pennsylvania Democrat that introduced it?

ANSWER: _Wilmot_ Proviso

3.  For 10 points, which element in Period 3 has the greatest tendency to gain electrons?

ANSWER: _chlorine_ or _Cl_

4.  For 10 points, name the sex-linked disorder whose first carrier is believed to have been Queen Victoria.

ANSWER: _hemophilia_

5.  This American author of the twentieth century wrote the play The Skin of Our Teeth. For 10 points, who is this author, also remembered for his novel The Bridge of San Luis (louie) Rey?

ANSWER: Thornton  _Wilder   

6.  Identify the tense of the verb in the following sentence for 10 points:  I have lived in Boston for ten years.

ANSWER: _present perfect_ tense (prompt on present)

7.  For 10 points, give the word that names a member of a group of Russian revolutionaries who launched a guerrilla campaign leading to the murder of the tsar in 1881 and has come to mean literally "one who approves of nothing."               

ANSWER: _Nihilist_ (NYE-huh-list)

8.  For 10 points, what kind of covalent bond is most often formed in polyatomic molecules?

ANSWER: _coordinate_ covalent bond

9.  Last name's the same:  the father designed buildings for the Cranbrook Academy and the Tanglewood Music Shed, while his son completed the CBS Headquarters in New York as well as the TWA Terminal at JFK Airport.  For ten points, what surname is shared by Finns Eliel and Eero, the latter the designer of the Gateway Arch?

ANSWER:  _Saarinen_ 

10.  For 10 points, in 410 A.D., what Visigothic king was able to sack Rome?

ANSWER: _Alaric_

11.  He ultimately opposed the American Revolution, but in the 1760s, was active in the opposition to the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts, writing "Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania.” For 10 points, who is this man for whom a college in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, is named?

ANSWER: John _Dickinson_

12.  For 10 points, what theorem states that if the imaginary number a + bi is a root of a polynomial equation with real coefficients, then a-bi must be a root as well?

ANSWER: _CONJUGATE_ Pairs Theorem

13.  As early as 2004, it could be leaving Canadian territory and going into Alaska and eventually Russia. In 2004, its estimate location is at 82.3 degrees north latitude and 113.4 degrees west longitude. For 10 points, what is this location towards which all compasses point?

ANSWER: _North Magnetic Pole_

14.  New York Governor George Pataki has posthumously pardoned, for 10 points, what comedian's 1964 obscenity conviction?

ANSWER: Lenny _Bruce_

15.  The twins Sandy and Dennis, Charles Wallace, and Meg are all members of the Murry family in, for 10 points, what Madeline L'Engle book?

ANSWER: _A Wrinkle in Time_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the value of 2 over the result of 8 raised to the negative one-third power?

ANSWER: _4_

2.  This quotation is from, for 10 points, what Shakespearean play? "Life's but a walking shadow - a poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage and then is heard no more."

ANSWER: _Macbeth_

3.  From 1943 to 1945 he directed the famous laboratory near Santa Fe, New Mexico, where the design and building of the first atomic bomb took place. For 10 points, name this American physicist who is known as the man who built the atomic bomb. 

ANSWER:  J. Robert _ Oppenheimer_

4.  For 10 points, in 710 A.D., what city was established as the first capital of Japan, before being moved to Kyoto and then to Tokyo?

ANSWER: _Nara_

5.  A hero named Ilus was said to have founded this place on a grassy plain at the foot of Mount Ida.  During the reign of Laomedon, Poseidon and Apollo built the city's walls, while Laomedon's son ruled the city during a ten-year siege that resulted in its destruction.  For ten points, identify this place, run by King Priam until the Greeks burned it to the ground with the help of a wooden horse.

ANSWER:  _Troy_

All questions © 2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

