Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

Regional Competition, Match #7


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.

First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  This team has had only two winning seasons, in 1997 and 2003. For 10 points, what is this team that has then won the World Series in either of those two years?

ANSWER: _Florida Marlins_ (accept either or both)

2.  He was born in Moscow and became a military engineer before turning to writing. He was condemned to death in 1849 for his involvement with revolutionaries but received a last-minute reprieve and was sent to hard labor in Siberia. For 10 points, who is this writer whose works include The Idiot, The Brothers Karamazov, and Crime and Punishment? 

ANSWER: Fyodor _Dostoevsky_ (dos-toi-YEV-skee)

3.  For 10 points, what term modifies a mineral name to indicate a pure, single element form of that mineral, such as pure gold, silver or diamond?

Answer: _native_

4.  For 10 points, who discovered the process of vulcanizing rubber?

ANSWER: Charles _Goodyear_

5.  Who was the famous French naturalist who believed that giraffes grew long necks because they stretched their necks to reach tree leaves, and in doing so, got longer necks and passed these necks on to their offspring?

ANSWER: Jean-Baptiste _Lamarck_

6.  For 10 points, what is the capital of the Canadian province of Newfoundland?

ANSWER: _St. John's_

7.  For 10 points, give the 15-letter adjective that refers to activities that a student participates in outside the classroom.

ANSWER:  _extracurricular_

8.  John Ritter's death in Fall 2003 forced suspension of, for 10 points, what TV show about his character's strange but loving relationship with his three teenage children?

ANSWER: _8 Simple Rules for Dating My Teenage Daughter_ (Prompt on "8 Simple Rules")

9.  In what spiritual autobiography does the writer describe his devoutly Christian mother, his life with the concubine who gave him his son, his exploration of several philosophical beliefs, and his eventual conversion to Christianity? It was written by St. Augustine.

ANSWER: The _Confessions_ of Saint Augustine

10.  Access to a remote computer via this method is through port 23. The user is then asked to give her username and password and once in, she has a shell on the remote machine. For 10 points, what is this common method of accessing a remote computer, especially a machine running UNIX? 

ANSWER: _telnet_

11.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. In a 54-card deck, the two jokers count as kings, but not spades.  For 10 points, what is the probability of drawing a king or a spade from that deck?

ANSWER: _1/3_ ... the most probable equivalent is 18/54 = (6 + 13 - 1)/54

12.  For 10 points, what 1939 law was passed to regulate the ability of federal government workers to participate in the political process?

ANSWER: _Hatch_ Act

13.  For 10 points, what is the third person singular, in the present indicative tense, of the Latin verb "amare" (ah-MAH-ray)?

ANSWER: _amat_ (AH-mat)

14.  His brother Julian is an accomplished cellist, but he has made his name as a composer, beginning in 1968, when he collaborated with Tim Rice on a "pop oratorio," Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  For ten points, what man also wrote the music to Starlight Express, Jesus Christ Superstar, Evita, and Cats?

ANSWER:  Andrew Lloyd _Webber_

15.  He won his first Nobel in 1954 for his study of chemical bonds and the structure of molecules. He won his second in 1962 for his work in the cause of peace. For 10 points, who is this man, the only person to win two unshared Nobel Prizes in different fields?     

ANSWER:  Linus _Pauling_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  It means "a person belonging to the nations" and is a common expression in the Old Testament for someone who is not a Jew. What is this seven-letter word?                

ANSWER:  _Gentile_

1B.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. In what cities will the next summer and winter Olympic Games take place?

ANSWER: _Athens, Turin_ (accept "Torino" for Turin - the IOC has used that name in English as well as Italian)

2A.  What derivative rule is used to take the derivative of a composite function?

ANSWER: _Chain_ Rule

2B.  Streams deposit their rock waste when they slow down.  When do glaciers deposit their rock waste?

Answer: _when they melt_

3A.  What name was given to the attempts at peaceful co-existence with the Soviet Union that dominated much of 1970s Cold War foreign policy?

ANSWER: _detente_ (DAY-tawnt)

3B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A manufacturer sells a product for 110 dollars per unit.  Total cost consists of a fixed overhead of 7500 dollars, plus production costs of 60 dollars per unit. How many units must be sold to realize a 1250-dollar profit?

ANSWER: _175_

4A.  Which law of physics states that it is impossible for heat to flow from a cold body to a warmer body without work being done?

ANSWER: _second law of thermodynamics_ (prompt on second law)

4B.  What British dynasty began with the ascension of James I to the throne in 1603 and ended with the crowning of George I of the House of Hannover?

ANSWER: House of _Stuart_

5A.  Located about 300 miles apart in the Hejaz region of Saudi Arabia, what are the two holiest Islamic cities?

ANSWER:  _Mecca and Medina_

5B.  In this novel, the protagonist Stephen Kumalo (koo-MOL-lo) travels to Johannesburg to help his sister and to search for his son, Absalom. Name this work by Alan Paton.

ANSWER: _Cry, the Beloved Country_

6A.  What treaty, signed in 1494, divided the world between Spanish and Portuguese spheres of influence?

ANSWER: Treaty of _Tordesillas_ (tor-day-SEE-yahs)

6B.  What metallic woodwind instrument invented by a Belgian in 1846 did jazz virtuosos Charlie Parker and John Coltrane play in the twentieth century?

ANSWER:  _saxophone_ 

7A.  Her first play, The Children's Hour, deals with the destructive effects of a young girl's charge that two teachers at her school are lesbians. Name this American playwright who also wrote Watch on the Rhine.

ANSWER: Lillian _Hellman_

7B.  There are five classes of vertebrates. Which was the first to appear on earth?

ANSWER: _fish_

8A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the sum of the natural numbers less than 15?

ANSWER: _105_

8B.  Name any year in the reign of Ramses the Great. You have a 100-year margin of error on each side.

ANSWER: _1289 to 1224 B.C._ (so answers from 1389 to 1124 B.C. are acceptable)

9A.  What former U.S. Senator from Delaware passed away on December 13, 2003, and lent his name to a type of IRA where money put in is taxed, but money taken out is not?

ANSWER: William _Roth_

9B.  Name the Edgar Allan Poe poetic title character that lived in a kingdom by the sea.

ANSWER: _Annabel Lee_

10A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Report the answer for the following operation to the correct number of significant figures: 3.81 X 7.2

ANSWER: _27_

10B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. 6 items are bought.  One costs $13, one costs $27, and the other four cost $26.50 each.  For 10 points, if tax is 4.5%, what is the total?

ANSWER: _$152.57_

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  We know that some cancerous tumors stay at their source of origin. But, for 10 points, what is the term given to the spreading of a tumor from its place of origin to a distant place?

ANSWER: _metastasis_ 

2.  This 1571 battle was the greatest naval battle ever fought on the Mediterranean, involving over 400 ships between both sides. For 10 points, what was this battle where Don Juan of Austria smashed the naval power of the Ottoman Empire?

ANSWER: _Lepanto_

3.  She exhibited her first one-woman show at the 291 Gallery in New York in 1917.  She first visited New Mexico in 1929, which inspired her to paint her _Pelvis_ series of animal bone subjects.  Married to Alfred Stieglitz, for ten points, what American painted mainly still lifes and landscapes, especially flower works such as _Black Iris_?

ANSWER:  Georgia _O’Keefe_ 

4.  Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid are, for 10 points, examples of what type of government program that provides a benefit to individuals who meet the statutory eligibility requirements?

ANSWER: _entitlement_s

5.  For 10 points, what well-known Ernest Hemingway novel ends with the line, "After a while I went out and left the hospital and walked back to the hotel in the rain."?

ANSWER: _A Farewell to Arms_

6.  This French writer of the Enlightenment period pessimistically concluded that the best one could hope for in the way of government was a good monarch since humans are rarely worthy to govern themselves. For 10 points, identify this author of Candide (kan-deed).

ANSWER:  _Voltaire_ also accept Francois-Marie Arouet

7.  This city started to boom after a channel was constructed on Buffalo Bayou and Galveston Bay in 1914, making it a deep-water port. When the Manned Spacecraft Center was built in 1961, the economy expanded into aerospace. For 10 points, what is this city that is home to Rice University and to the Astrodome?

ANSWER: _Houston_, Texas

8.  Governor John Rowland is under federal investigation for questionable gifts. Rowland is the governor of, for 10 points, what New England state?

ANSWER: _Connecticut_

9.  His mother was the Oceanid nymph Clymene (kly-MEE-nee), while his father was the Titan Iapetus (eye-AH-peh-tuss).  In his best-known tale, he retrieves the Golden Apples of the Hesperides (hess-PAIR-uh-deez) for Heracles, but is reluctant to resume his eternal task.  For ten points, name this giant who was forced to hold up the sky.

ANSWER:  _Atlas_  

10.  The Persian astronomer al-Sufi mentioned them in 964 AD, noting that they could not be seen from Baghdad and northern Arabia, but that they could be seen from southern Arabia. Aside from Triangulum and Andromeda, they are the only galaxies visible to the naked eye from Earth. For 10 points, what are these two galaxies about 200,000 light-years from Earth and named for the European who discovered them in his voyage around the world?

ANSWER: _Magellanic Clouds_

11.  For 10 points, what is the better known name of Mark Twain's work subtitled The New Pilgrim's Progress:  Being Some Account of the Steamship Quaker City's Pleasure Excursion to Europe and the Holy Land?

ANSWER: _The Innocents Abroad_

12.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the total number of calories of heat absorbed by 65 grams of water when the temperature of the water is raised from 25 degrees C to 40 degrees C?

ANSWER: _975_ calories

13.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the radian equivalent of 405 degrees?

ANSWER: _9 PI over 4_

14.  He tried and failed to form a third party, and failed to win over the pro-annexation of Texas elements within his party. After that, his abortive presidential re-election campaign ended, with him dropping out and supporting the Democrat James Polk. For 10 points, who is this first President to not seek re-election, a President referred to as "His Accidency"?

ANSWER: John _Tyler_

15.  The Gnostic physician Severus Sammonicus first used the word in the second century CE, and it was derived from the initials of the Hebrew words for Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Found in the Kabbalah, this incantation was worn on the neck as an amulet in the shape of a triangle, and was said to deter evil spirits.  For ten points, what 11-letter near-palindromic word is today used in crappy magic acts and a 1982 Steve Miller song?

ANSWER:  _abracadabra_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  For 10 points, what is the grammatical mood of the following sentence:  If this pebble is a diamond, then it is valuable.

ANSWER: _subjunctive_ mood (condition contrary to fact)

2.  It started in the 1320s in the Gobi Desert, and soon moved to China. In 1339, it started moving west, and by the 1350s had fully ravaged Europe. For 10 points, what was the name given to this bubonic plague epidemic that sharply reduced populations around the world?

ANSWER: _Black Death_ (accept bubonic plague before mentioned)

3.  In terms of nucleotide sequences, we differ from these creatures only by 2.5 %. For 10 points, what are these animals that scientists believe are our closest living relatives?

ANSWER: _chimpanzees_

4.  Essie Mae Washington-Williams, a retired Los Angeles teacher, revealed in December that her father was, for 10 points, what former U.S. Senator from South Carolina?

ANSWER: Strom _Thurmond_

5.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, in how many ways can 3 items be chosen from 8, if order doesn't matter?

ANSWER: _56_
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