Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

Regional Competition, Match #9


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.

First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, name the type of volcanic cone that has alternating layers of tepha and hardened lava flows.

Answer: _composite_

2.  For 10 points, what now-deceased R&B music star, whose name is Swahili for "The Highest Most-Exalted Best,” made her movie debut in "Romeo Must Die?”

ANSWER: _AALIYAH_

3.  It was incorporated in Ohio in 1870, became a trust in 1881, was outlawed by that state's Supreme Court in 1892, and dissolved in 1899. It then reincorporated itself in New Jersey in 1899, and then was finally broken up by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1911. For 10 points, what was this oil corporation associated with John D. Rockefeller?

ANSWER: _Standard Oil_

4.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, how long will it take a runner who travels at 12 miles per hour to lap a runner who travels at 8 miles per hour, if they start at the same time and are running on a 1-mile oval track?

ANSWER: _15 minutes_ (1/4 hour)

5.  Peace Breaks Out was published in 1981 as a sequel to what 1960 novel about the friendship and treachery of two boys at an elite boarding school during World War II. For 10 points, name this earlier work by John Knowles.

ANSWER:  _A Separate Peace_

6.  For 10 points, what author created the characters Ellen Olenska and Newland Archer in the 1920 novel The Age of Innocence?    

ANSWER:  Edith _Wharton_

7.  Natalie Portman, Sarah Michelle Gellar, Jennifer Love Hewitt, and Christina Ricci were all considered for the female lead, but it went to Claire Danes instead. Created by Moulin Rouge director Buz Luhrmann, it was praised for bringing youth interest to Shakespeare, but chastised for its creative liberties and nudity. For 10 points, what 1996 movie made a national phenomenon out of Leonardo DiCaprio?

ANSWER: William Shakespeare's _Romeo + Juliet_ (gotta have the plus sign in there. Romeo and Juliet, is perfectly acceptable however.)

8.  He was arrested in a cellar below the House of Lords on November 4, 1605, revealing a plot to blow up the House of Lords with 36 barrels of gunpowder that had been stored in that cellar. For 10 points, who was this man, who lends his name to a minor British holiday where bonfires and fireworks are lit?

ANSWER: Guy _Fawkes_

9.  He recently published his translation of Beowulf and in 1991 published The Cure at Troy. For 10 points, name this Irish poet who received the 1995 Nobel Prize in literature.

ANSWER: Seamus (shay-mus) _Heaney_ (hay-ne) 

10.  Geneticists often need to look at a person's chromosomes. They treat and photograph cells just before division, and then sort chromosomes by size and shape. For 10 points, what is the resulting display of pairs of chromosomes called?

ANSWER: _karyotype_

11.  For 10 points, what name is given in object-oriented programming to a category of objects?

ANSWER: _class_es

12.  For 10 points, until the end of the Korean War, what parallel was the boundary between North and South Korea?

ANSWER: _38th_ Parallel

13.  On his tombstone, he is described as authoring the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom along with writing the Declaration of Independence and founding the University of Virginia. For 10 points, who is this man whose two terms as President of the United States are not mentioned?

ANSWER: Thomas _Jefferson_

14.  For 10 points, what word in Spanish is the comparative form of the adjective "malo" (MAH-loh) and roughly translates as "worse"?

ANSWER: _peor_ (pay-OR)

15.  The date for this holiday was not set until the fourth century CE; Church leaders chose the date to counter pagan festivals on the same day, particularly the Roman "Feast of the Invincible Sun" created by Emperor Aurelian in 274.  Puritans in New England attempted to ban, for ten points, what observance held twelve days before Epiphany that marks the birth of Jesus?

ANSWER:  _Christmas_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  In what year was the Yom Kippur War fought between Israel and the Arab states?

ANSWER: _1973_

1B.  What Chinese dynasty ruled between 960 and 1279 A.D.?

ANSWER: _Song_ dynasty

2A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. If the frequency of gene T in a population is .45, then what percentage of the population would have the homozygous genotype of TT, using the Hardy-Weinberg law?

ANSWER: _20.25_ percent

2B.  The lines "They tell me you are wicked and I believe them, for I have seen your painted women under the gas lamps luring the farm boys," come from what well-known Carl Sandburg poem?

ANSWER: _"Chicago"_

3A.  In what darkly pessimistic novel by Neville Shute, published in 1957 and set in Australia, do all the characters know they are eventually going to die from radiation poisoning? 

ANSWER:  _On the Beach_

3B.  In the northern hemisphere, what winds blow from the horse latitudes back toward the equator out of the northeast?

Answer: _trade winds, trades, or northeast trades_

4A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is 14/15 minus 11/12?

ANSWER: _1/60_ (accept equivalents)

4B.  _Dance of Death_, _Christina of Denmark_, and _The Ambassadors_ were all works by what English painter who also completed many portraits of Henry VIII's family?

ANSWER:  Hans _Holbein_ the Younger

5A.  In December, a cow that had been slaughtered in what state was diagnosed with mad cow disease?

ANSWER: _Washington_

5B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A is the set of positive even integers less than 20.  B is the set of positive odd integers less than 20.  C is the set of positive multiples of 3 less than 20. What is the union of C and intersection of A and B { (B I A) U C }?

ANSWER: _{3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18}_ (prompt on "the set C") 

6A.  Stocks and bank accounts are examples of what type of asset that can quickly be converted into cash?

ANSWER: _liquid_

6B.  What treaty ended the War of 1812?

ANSWER: Treaty of _Ghent_

7A.  This term originated in County Mayo, Ireland, and referred to a land agent who was ostracized by the tenants for refusing to lower the rents. What is this seven-letter word?

ANSWER: _boycott_

7B.  Adrastus was the sole survivor of what group of heroes that marched on a city in order to unseat Eteocles (uh-TEE-o-kleez), the brother of group leader Polyneices (pawl-ee-NICE-eez)?

ANSWER:  The _Seven Against Thebes_ 

8A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the slope of the line joining the points (-2, 5) and (3, -1)?

ANSWER: _-6/5_

8B.  In what Oliver Goldsmith work does Marlow treat his fiancee's father as a landlord and his fiancee as a maid?

ANSWER: _She Stoops to Conquer_

9A.  Name the Swedish scientist who is credited with originating the theory of chemical ionization.

ANSWER: Svante August _Arrhenius_ (uh-REE-ne-us) 

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What number is 37% of 950?

ANSWER: _351.5_

10A.  What 1990's rapper was born Robert Van Winkle?

ANSWER: _Vanilla Ice_

10B.  What name is given to the matter (or vacuum for electromagnetic waves) through which a wave "moves"?

ANSWER: _medium_

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  It is often used as a ground, or priming, layer of a canvas, as it gives the canvas a smooth surface for painting and seals a canvas's absorbency.  For ten points, what painting medium is usually made up of chalk, glue, and gypsum, from which the term derives its name?

ANSWER:  _gesso_

2.  The appendix in humans has no known function, and is reduced in size when compared to similar groups of organisms. For 10 points, what are such structures called?

ANSWER: _vestigial_

3.  This city is opposite Moorhead, Minnesota and is at the head of navigation on the Red River. For 10 points, what is this city, the site of North Dakota State University and the largest city in that state?

ANSWER: _Fargo_, North Dakota

4.  Based on four sonnets written by the composer himself, these four concertos are each divided into three movements, and are set in the keys of E-Major, G-Minor, F-Major, and F-Minor respectively.  Opus 8 of a set published in 1725, for ten points, identify this quartet of works by Antonio Vivaldi about spring, summer, autumn, and winter.

ANSWER:  "The _Four Seasons_" 

5.  This eight-letter word can mean a mottling or streaking that resembles a type of rock, a type of decorative pattern printed on page edges and endpapers of a book, or flecks or thin strips of fat, especially in a cut of meat. For 10 points, what is this word?

ANSWER: _marbling_ (do not accept marble as it does not refer to the flecks of fat)

6.  A neutral atom has 6 electrons and 8 neutrons. For 10 points, name the element it is an isotope of.

ANSWER: _carbon_

7.  The volcano Izalco (ee-SAHL-koh) is located in, for 10 points, what country in Central America?

ANSWER: _El Salvador_

8.  This energy, engineering and construction firm has come under fire for some of the no-bid contracts it won to help in the reconstruction of Iraq. For 10 points, what is this firm that Dick Cheney once headed?

ANSWER: _Halliburton_

9.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Two supplementary angles measure 6r and 9r degrees, respectively.  For 10 points, how many degrees does r represent?

ANSWER: _12_

10.  He is often considered the foremost American dramatist of the post-World War II era and his plays are known for their primitive violence. For 10 points, name this American playwright whose works include Orpheus Descending, The Rose Tattoo, Camino Real (ree-ol), The Night of the Iguana, and The Glass Menagerie.

ANSWER: Tennessee _Williams_

11.  Chair of classical philology at the University of Basel by age 25, he contrasted the Dionysian and Apollonian elements of human nature in _The Birth of Tragedy_.  He then turned to the concepts of mensch and ubermensch in _Thus Spake Zarathustra_.  For ten points, name this German philosopher whose essay collection _The Will to Power_ was published one year after his death in 1900.

ANSWER:  Friedrich _Nietzsche_ (NEET-shuh) 

12.  The L in HDL and LDL cholesterol stands for, for 10 points, what word?

ANSWER: _lipoprotein_

13.   For 10 points, correct the grammatical error in the following sentence:  Each of you must decide for themselves. 

ANSWER:   _change themselves to himself or accept herself

14.  A homeowner, usually retired, borrows against the value of his house, and then receives regular tax-free payments from the lender. For 10 points, this describes what kind of mortgage?

ANSWER: _reverse_ mortgage

15.  Charles's Law is about gases. For 10 points, what 2 characteristics of gases does his law address?

ANSWER: _volume/temperature_  (not necessarily in that order)

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  It met on May 5, 1789. Jacques (zhock) Necker, the king's financial advisor, announced that voting would be by order, not by numbers. It was then interrupted by the formation of the National Assembly by dissident members. The king suspended its meetings for three days, prompting members to meet on a tennis court and make the Tennis Court Oath. For 10 points, what was this attempt by Louis XVI to stem rising dissent, a meeting that took representatives from the church, the nobility, and the common people?

ANSWER: _Estates-General_

2.  Her parents, John and Patsy, have filed a $12 million defamation lawsuit against Fox News Network. For 10 points, who was this Colorado child who was found dead, strangled and beaten, on December 26, 1996, at the age of six?

ANSWER: _JonBenet Ramsey_

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Two standard dice are tossed.  For 10 points, what is the probability that exactly one of the two dice shows a 4?

ANSWER: _10/36_

4.  Stars that are not in this grouping include the red giants and white dwarfs. For 10 points, what is this area of the Hertzsprung-Russell diagram within which 90% of known stars are located, including the Sun?

ANSWER: _main sequence_ 

5.  For 10 points, in which Charles Dickens novel will you find the characters Miss Betsey Trotwood, Mr. Dick, and Mr. Murdstone? It is considered to be Dickens’s most autobiographical novel.

ANSWER: _David Copperfield_

All questions © 2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

