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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  This nation traces its roots to the Letter of Alliance of 1291 and a defeat of a Hapsburg army in 1315, and formal independence was granted by the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648. Its peace has been interrupted by a brief civil war in 1847 and Napoleon's conquest and establishment of the Helvetic Republic in 1798, but has otherwise been near total. What European nation is traditionally marked by its permanent neutrality?

ANSWER: _Switzerland_

2.  Name the American teacher and writer who won eminence and fame with his first and only published novel, which was about race relations in the United States in the 20th century. The novel is Invisible Man.

ANSWER: Ralph Waldo _ Ellison _ 

3.  This legal term comes from the Latin for "after the deed" and is forbidden by Article I, Section 9 of the Constitution. What is this term that describes a law that allows retroactively prosecuting people who committed acts that were legal at the time?

ANSWER: _ex post facto_

4.  The titular word of this work comes from Chapter 15 of Revelation.  It occurs about 80% into a famous 1741 oratorio, and the same word is repeated ten times at its beginning.  King George II stood in appreciation of what chorus, found within George Frederick Handel's Messiah?

ANSWER:  _Hallelujah_ Chorus 

5.  It contains an ovary with ovules, or female plant gametes. At its end is a sticky part called a stigma, which is the receptor of pollen. What is this plant organ, the female reproductive organ?

ANSWER: _pistil_ or _carpel_s or _gynoecium_ 

6.  The quotes "Bust a deal and face the wheel" and "Who ... run ... Bartertown?" are from -- what 1985 movie starring Tina Turner and Mel Gibson, set in a future after a nuclear apocalypse?

ANSWER: _Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome_

7.  The first one states that the sum of the currents entering any junction in an electric circuit must equal the sum of the currents leaving that junction.   The second one states that the sum of potential differences across all elements around any closed circuit loop must be zero.  Name these rules named after the German partner of Robert Bunsen.

ANSWER: _Kirchhoff_'s Rules

8.  "What is the thing which women most desire?" is the question for which the knight must find the answer in -- which of Chaucer's _Canterbury Tales_? It features a woman who has had numerous husbands.

ANSWER: "The _ Wife of Bath's  _ Tale"

9.  Born in the U.S., he is known as a British poet, critic, and dramatist. Name this friend of Ezra Pound who wrote _Four Quartets, The Hollow Men, Murder in the Cathedral_ and _The Waste Land_. 

ANSWER: T(homas) S(tearns) _ Eliot _ 

10.  This area was originally named Longacre Square, and is bordered by Sixth and Ninth Avenues and 39th and 52nd Streets. What is this commercial area of Manhattan that was re-named due to Adolph Ochs' decision to move his newspaper's headquarters to the area, and is today most associated with New Year's Eve?

ANSWER: _Times Square_

11.  Along with Colombia and Venezuela, it emerged from the breakup of Gran Colombia in 1830. It carried out sporadic warfare with Peru over the upper Amazon valley from 1941 to 1999. What is this nation named for the imaginary line that passes through the middle of this nation?

ANSWER: _Ecuador_

12.  The Sierra Club and Yosemite National Park were central to this man's life and work.  He met his wife Virginia Best while hiking with the club, and they married in Yosemite - fitting since the park inspired him to become a photographer.  Who was this founder of the group f/64, whose collections include _The National Parks_ and _This is the American Earth_?

ANSWER:  Ansel _Adams_

13.  Name the general class of rock that makes up much of Virginia’s Blue Ridge and Piedmont bedrock that is formed as other rock types are modified by heat and pressure.

ANSWER: _metamorphic_

14.  At least one vertex angle of a concave polygon measures greater than how many degrees?

ANSWER: _180_

15.  If you are working in desktop publishing and you want to see your text exactly as it will be printed, you are working with *the acronym WYSIWYG (wiz-e-wig) (pronounce it, don't spell it), What words does WYSIWYG represent?

ANSWER: _ What You See Is What You Get _ (prompt for the words if they buzz in with WYSIWYG before *)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What desert gets its name from the fact that it means "desert" in Mongolian?

ANSWER: _Gobi_ desert

1B.  A value of approximately 6.63 times 10 to the minus 34 joule seconds is usually known as what? 

ANSWER:  _h_ or _Planck_'s constant

2A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A worker has a base salary of $250 per week.  Additionally, there is a 12% commission on sales.  In a week the worker's total earnings were $520.  What were her total sales for the week?

ANSWER: _$2,250_

2B.  What train station at the corner of 42nd Street and Park Avenue in Manhattan is one of the largest train stations in the world?

ANSWER: _Grand Central_ Station

3A.  The word trump, as in trump suit, is a shortened version of -- what word that is also used to describe a great victory, a prop Conan O'Brien uses or a bad Canadian band?

ANSWER: _ Triumph _

3B.  In Swift's _Gulliver's Travels_, what was the name given to the floating island levitated by a magnetic system?

ANSWER: _ Laputa _ (lah-POOT-uh)

4A.  In 1862, he discovered the existence of hydrogen in the atmosphere of the sun. Who is this man for whom a unit of measurement of wavelength is named?

ANSWER:  Anders Jonas _ Angstrom _

4B.  Which British master painted the landscape portrait of Mr. and Mrs. Andrews, as well as _The Blue Boy_?

ANSWER:  Thomas _Gainsborough_

5A.  The Return of the King was the second film to gross over $1 billion worldwide. What 1997 tearjerker starring Leonardo di Caprio and Kate Winslett was the other film to do so?

ANSWER: _Titanic_

5B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the Cartesian equivalent to the polar point (6, pi/3)? 

ANSWER: _(3, 3 square roots of 3)_ or _(3, square root of 27)_

6A.  The 3 smallest bones in the human body are connected together in the middle ear. Two of them are the hammer and stirrup, what is the third?

ANSWER: _anvil_

6B.  In California, the Pacific plate is moving northwest past the North American plate.  Name the major fault that separates the two plates and is the location of many of the destructive earthquakes that affect California.

ANSWER: _San Andreas_ Fault

7A.  The AMT is projected to hit millions of middle and upper-middle-class taxpayers in the upcoming decade, increasing tax complexity. What do the letters AMT stand for?

ANSWER: _Alternative Minimum Tax_

7B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of all positive even integers less than nineteen?

ANSWER: _90_

8A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A equals eight percent of seven hundred. B equals seven percent of seven hundred fifty.  What is A minus B? {A = .08*700; B=.07*750; A-B?}

ANSWER: _3.5_

8B.  What mythical giant lumberjack had a blue ox named Babe and supposedly dug the Bay of Fundy by himself?

ANSWER:  _Paul Bunyan_

9A.  Identify both the title and the author of the novel that begins with this line:  "Robert Cohn was once the middleweight boxing champion of Princeton."

ANSWER: _ _The Sun Also Rises_ by (Ernest) Hemingway _

9B.  The first two (and only two) emperors of Brazil shared what name?

ANSWER: _Pedro_

10A.  What US Senator hit the news in August for being mistakenly put on a Homeland Security list of potential terrorists?

ANSWER: _Edward (Ted) Kennedy_ 

10B.  Name the American educator whose schoolbook series began in 1836 with the _First and Second Readers_, and is best known for his "Eclectic Readers."

ANSWER: William Holmes _ McGuffey _ 

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  Xenophon's _Memorabilia_ is an account of this man's life.  Born around 470 BCE, he served in the Peloponnesian War and made money as a stone carver to support his true love, philosophy.  Married to Xanthippe (zan-THIP-ee), name this man accused of corrupting the youth, who was sentenced to death by drinking hemlock.

ANSWER:  _Socrates_ 

2.  It is produced by cells located in the bottom layer of the skin's epidermis. People who do not have any of this substance in their bodies suffer from albinism. Name the pigment that gives our hair, skin and eyes their color.

ANSWER: _melanin_

3.  In 43 BC, he was executed by the Second Triumvirate and had his head and hands displayed in the Forum. Who was this great orator and writer who, while consul in 63 BC, uncovered the Catiline conspiracy? 

ANSWER: _Cicero_

4.  In late August, this Charlotte-based company released disappointing earnings results, driving its stock price to under $15, down from $45 in the early part of the year. What food company is under some scandal due to its franchising operations, but is blaming the Atkins Diet for reduced consumption of its sweet, sugary donuts?

ANSWER: _Krispy Kreme_

5.  In November 1660, this Englishman was charged with holding a service not in conformity with those of the Church of England and was imprisoned for twelve years. During this imprisonment, he wrote and published his spiritual autobiography, _Grace Abounding_. Who is this man perhaps better known for _The Pilgrim's Progress_? 

ANSWER: _ John Bunyan _ (prompt on just Bunyan) 

6.  Spell the three letters that are at the end of the Latin infinitives of the verbs "to hear" and "to go"?

ANSWER: _I-R-E_ 

7.  In the last quarter century some women in the Conservative and Reformed sects have begun to wear this garment at Services.  Required to be worn by Orthodox Jewish men at all times, what is this circular piece of headwear, called a "kipa" (KEE-pah) in Hebrew?

ANSWER:  _yarmulke_ (YAH-muh-kuh) (accept kipa until mentioned)

8.  This Confederate general's finest moment was commanding the Confederate left flank at the Battle of Fredericksburg, where he inflicted 10,000 casualties on Burnside's men while losing only about 500. Who was this Confederate general Lee referred to as "my old war-horse" and is best known for opposing Pickett's Charge? 

ANSWER: James _Longstreet_

9.  Zinc, with 30 protons, thirty electrons and 35 neutrons has -- what atomic number?

ANSWER: _30_

10.  The most familiar example of this type of chemical reaction is iron being left outside and rusting. What type of chemical reaction is the process of rusting?

ANSWER: _oxidation-reduction_ reaction (accept _redox_ reaction)

11.  He founded the Iroquois (ear-uh-kwoi) League to end intertribal warfare, but we're fairly sure he did not live along the shores of the Gitch-ee-gu-mee River. Name this American Indian chief and subject of a poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

ANSWER: _  Hiawatha _

12.  The more lurid accounts include him stuffing classified documents down his pants and into his socks. However, everyone agrees that he did indeed take classified documents from the National Archives without proper authorization, creating a scandal that caused him to resign from John Kerry's advisory team. Who was this former National Security Advisor under President Clinton?

ANSWER: Sandy _Berger_

13.  While the Civil War featured Jefferson Davis and Abraham Lincoln on different sides, this war fought in 1832 between the US and Sauk and Fox Indians in present-day Illinois found them fighting on the same side. What was this war, named for the leader of the Indians and remembered today in a Chicago hockey team?

ANSWER: _Black Hawk_ War

14.  When these chemicals in the brain become scarce or too plentiful, nerve messages in the brain are not properly sent from one nerve cell to another. Dopamine and serotonin are examples of -- what type of brain chemicals?

ANSWER: _neurotransmitters_

15.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is nine point six times ten to the sixteenth minus one point one times ten to the fifteenth, expressed in proper scientific notation? {9.6E16 - 1.1E15}

ANSWER: _nine point four nine times ten to the sixteenth_ {9.49E16}

Spare questions 

(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  How is the gerund used in this sentence:  "There is no time for going to the movies today."

ANSWER: _Object of the preposition_ (prompt on just object)

2.  During the Persian and Greek rule over Egypt, they began to be viewed as mysterious religious symbols instead of an everyday writing system. The Roman Emperor Theodosius closed all non-Christian temples, ending their use permanently, and they were not understood until the work of Champollion [sham-POH-lee-ohn] in the early 19th century. What were these symbols used as writing in ancient Egypt?

ANSWER: _Hieroglyph_ics

3.  Their products include the SPARC processor, the Solaris operating system, and the NFS network file system, though they are better known for a widespread programming language. Name this computer and software manufacturer, best known for developing the Java platform.

ANSWER: _Sun_ Microsystems

4.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is two point seven two {2.72} expressed as a reduced improper fraction?

ANSWER: _68/25_

5.  Thirty years after their breakup, they set the record for fastest selling CD of all time -- selling 13 million copies in four weeks with "1." On the week of April 4, 1964, they held the top five positions on the Billboard singles chart. Who is this band that holds the record for fastest-selling single, selling 250,000 copies in three days of their debut American single -- "I Wanna Hold Your Hand?"

ANSWER: The _Beatles_

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

