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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  A 24-time All-Star, this man won three Gold Gloves and the 1957 National League MVP award.  The record holder in games played, at bats, total bases, and runs batted in, what long-time Braves outfielder is best known for socking 755 home runs, 41 more than Babe Ruth?

ANSWER:  Hank _Aaron_

2.  This musical piece employs a recurring theme, and was inspired by the composer's love of Thomas de Quincey's _Confessions of an English Opium-Eater_.  Ending with a "march to the scaffold," what five-movement symphony of 1830 is the best-known work by French composer Hector Berlioz?

ANSWER:  _"Symphonie fantastique"_

3.  He was one of the first, if not the first, to use the decimal point in expressing decimal fractions in a systematic way and according to the modern system of decimal notation. Who is this mathematician best known as the inventor of the first system of logarithms?

ANSWER: John _ Napier _

4.  When young children first begin writing, they often make squiggles on the paper. The word squiggle is a blended word made from what two words?

ANSWER: _ Squirm and wiggle _

5.  Except for three Republicans from the far northwest of the city and an independent from the city's main university, most of his city's aldermen voted to support this mayor. His son was elected in 1989, thirteen years after his death, and remains the current mayor. His reputation began to suffer after the 1968 Democratic National Convention, where investigations questioned his instructions to policemen. Who is this man that served as a mayor of Chicago from 1955 to 1976?

answer: Richard J. _Daley_ 

6.  Currently, he is the United Nations global ambassador on hunger. He taught at Dakota Wesleyan University for several years before representing South Dakota in Congress for 24 years. His Presidential platform centered on withdrawing from Vietnam and instituting a guaranteed minimum income for the nation's poor. Who was this Democratic Presidential candidate of 1972?

answer: George _McGovern_

7.  This poet, dramatist, and accomplished musician from Andalusia was shot by Franco's soldiers at the outbreak of the Spanish civil war. Name this man who wrote _Blood Wedding, Yerma_ and _La Casa De Bernarda Alba_.

ANSWER: Federico _ Garcia Lorca _ (prompt on just Lorca)

8.  It was originally developed in 1742 by a Swedish scientist but was literally reversed shortly after the inventor's death.  It wasn't named after its inventor until 1948 when its original name was changed to avoid confusion with a unit of angular measure.  Name this temperature scale formerly known as centigrade.

ANSWER: _Celsius_ (accept _Centigrade_ before mentioned in question)

9.  This new game release gets at the heart of ethics.  You begin as a young child, and have to earn gold pieces in order to buy a birthday present for your sister.  You can get the gold pieces by helping people honestly or by causing trouble - thus starting you on a controllable path toward good or evil.  What is this new role playing game release, designed by Microsoft for the X-Box?

ANSWER:  _Fable_

10.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. f of x equals one half times quantity x minus four squared -- end quantity -- plus 1. {y = 1/2 (x - 4)^2 + 1}  What is the equation of the axis of symmetry of the parabola represented by f of x?

ANSWER: _x equals four_ {x = 4} NOTE: do not accept just "four".

11.  What American author wrote The Pathfinder, The Pioneers and The Deerslayer, which comprised the Leatherstocking Tales along with The Last of the Mohicans?

answer: James Fenimore _Cooper_

12.  What chemical element has the atomic number of 13?

answer: _aluminum_

13.  This word comes from the Hebrew word meaning "to cease." The Tanakh [tah-NAK] and the Siddur [see-DOOR] say it is observed for two reasons: to commemorate the Israelites' redemption from slavery in Egypt and to commemorate the creation of God's Universe and the day He took to rest from His work. What is this holy day that Jews observe on Saturday and most Christians observe on Sunday?

answer: _Sabbath_

14.  This Virginia city is believed to be named for the commander of the Susan Constant. It is the birthplace of jazz singer Ella Fitzgerald and football player Michael Vick. It is the home of the nation's largest privately owned shipyard. What is this city in the Tidewater region?

answer: _Newport News_ (the captain was Christopher Newport)

15.  It comes from the Spanish for "wild and untamed" and refers to a freed or escaped African slave in the West Indies. In English, it refers to a dark reddish brown color or to abandon or isolate with little hope of rescue. What is the word?

ANSWER: _ Maroon _

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  The Party of Democratic Kampuchea was known by -- what name in the West that roughly means "Red Cambodians" in French?

answer: _Khmer Rouge_ 

1B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Using 6.02 times 10^23 [six point oh two times ten to the twenty-third] as Avogadro's number and 16 as the atomic mass of oxygen, how many grams are in 1.204 times 10^23 atoms of oxygen, rounded to the nearest tenth?

answer: _3.2_ grams (divide 1.204 into 6.02, multiply the result, 0.2, by 16)

2A.  A radioactive element has a half-life of 2 days. Give the fraction representing the amount of an original sample of this element remaining after 8 days.

ANSWER: _1/16_

2B.  What brokerage firm, headquarted in San Francisco, recently re-hired its namesake and founder to be its new CEO?

answer: Charles _Schwab_

3A.  In _The Odyssey_, who kills Cassandra, the daughter of Priam, as Ag-a-mem-non is dying?

ANSWER: _ Cly-tem-nest-ra _

3B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If Modified Nautical North equals 0 degrees on a Cartesian plane, and the degrees increment clockwise, what degree value corresponds to ESE (east-southeast)?

ANSWER: _112.5_ degrees

4A.  In the 1770s, which German composed the operas "Armide," "Iphigenia in Aulis," and "Iphigenia in Tauris?"

ANSWER:  Christoph Willibald von _Gluck_ (GLOOK)

4B.  What name describes a document authorizing someone to act on someone else's behalf in a legal or business matter, such as the children of an Alzheimer's patient?

answer: _power of attorney_ or _POA_

5A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance between (-2, 2) and (6, -4), in reduced form?

ANSWER: _10_

5B.  Name the Jack London work in which a wealthy young man is shipwrecked in San Francisco Bay, rescued by the ship _Ghost_, forced to work as a cabin boy, and later escapes with the poet Maude Brewster. 

ANSWER: _The _ Sea Wolf_ _  

6A.  Identify the subject in the sentence "Seeing the ocean for the first time, my nephew Scott was thrilled."

ANSWER: _nephew_  

6B.  What is the plural form of the French title Madame? [MAH-dahm]

ANSWER: _mesdames_ [MAY-dahm] 

7A.  Thetis and Amphitrite [am-fee-TRY-tee] were the main members of -- what class of nymphs associated with the sea?

answer: _Nereid_s

7B.  Both Mr. and Mrs. Smith have widow's peaks (dominant) and unattached earlobes (dominant). One of their sons does not have a widow's peak, and his earlobes are attached. What is the chance that their next child will have a widow's peak and attached earlobes?

ANSWER: _3/16_ or _18.75%_ or _3 out of 16_

8A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two items are both selling for eighteen dollars.  One was discounted by twenty percent, the other by $6.50.  What was their original price difference?

ANSWER: _$2_

8B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of the line determined by points (4,3) (four comma three) and (-5,2) (negative five comma two)? 

ANSWER: _one-ninth_ (accept equivalents)

9A.  The Volstead Act is associated with -- what Amendment to the Constitution?

answer: _18th_ (prompt on Prohibition)

9B.  What name was shared by both the King of Italy who oversaw Italian unification and the King of Italy who nominally reigned during World War II?

answer: _Victor Emmanuel_ (II unified Italy and III ruled during World War II) or _Vittorio Emmanuele_ 

10A.  At 12,388 feet in height, what volcano is the highest mountain on the island of Honshu, and also in all of Japan?

ANSWER: Mount _Fuji_

10B.  In what late 1970s breakthrough hit by The Police does Sting tell the title woman, "You don't have to put on the red light"?

ANSWER:  _"Roxanne"_

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  What technology has replaced token ring, FDDI and ARCNET as the most widespread local area network standard?

ANSWER: _Ethernet_

2.  Early in his reign, he assembled a Christian force that smashed Turkish naval power at Lepanto. However, bullion from the American colonies contributed to inflation and high taxes on domestic industry led to chronic trade and financial problems. The Netherlands revolted, and his main fleet was destroyed by the British in 1588. Who was this King of Spain famous for sparring against Queen Elizabeth I?

answer: _Philip II_ 

3.  In what novel will you find the characters Clara Peggotty, Edward Murdstone, and Uriah Heep? It is generally considered to be the autobiography of its author, Charles Dickens.

ANSWER: _ _David Copperfield_ _ 

4.  Finger and toe bones are collectively known as the phalanges. The ankle bones are called the metatarsals, but what are the wrist bones called?

ANSWER: _metacarpals_

5.  This Persian philosopher was quoted as saying, "I prefer a short life with width to a narrow one with length." This was an ironic statement for a man who is viewed as one of the greats of medieval medicine. He took up medicine at age 17 and described it as "not difficult." Who was this philosopher/doctor whose most famous works were The Book of Healing and The Canon of Medicine?

answer: _Avicenna_ or Abu Ali al-Husain ibn Abdullah _ibn Sina_

6.  Between 66 and 61 BC, he captured Jerusalem, defeated Antiochus XIII, king of Syria, defeated Tigranes, king of Armenia and gave the final defeat to Mithridates, king of Pontus. However, after the death of his ally Crassus in the disastrous campaign against the Parthians in 55 BC, his other ally turned on him, and civil war broke off, which he eventually lost at the battle of Pharsalus. Who was this man that was in the First Triumvirate with Crassus and Julius Caesar?

answer: Gnaeus _Pompeius_ Magnus or _Pompey_ the Great

7.  "It's just a dirty trick" is the last comment made just before she dies by what character in _A Farewell to Arms_? 

ANSWER: _ Catherine Barkley _ (need both) 

8.  The predella below the main part of this altarpiece shows the entombment of Christ.  Saint Sebastian appears in the left panel, while Saint Anthony Abbot is found in the right panel of this 1515 work.  Originally located in the hospital for which it is named, what altarpiece by Matthias Grunewald shows the Crucifixion in the center?

ANSWER:  _Isenheim_ (EYE-zen-hime) Altarpiece 

9.  The timetable for the invasion of this island was sped up by the Japanese evacuation of Leyte in the Philippines. This island was well located for a fighter base and emergency bomber landings. On February 19, 1945, the invasion began and the next four days were spent securing the mountain that dominates the southern end of the island. Over the next month, the rest of the island was secured. What was this Pacific War battle famous for a scene on Mount Suribachi's summit of raising an American flag?

answer: _Iwo Jima_

10.  An older woman falls on a carpet and breaks four bones, including her hip. What might the doctor immediately suspect is wrong with her?

ANSWER: _osteoporosis_

11.  Throughout the history of the Earth, major extinctions are often followed by the appearance of new groups of animals.  This most severe extinction in the geologic record occurred before the appearance of the dinosaurs and resulted in the death of 90% of marine species and 70% of land species. What was this extinction that occurred during the Paleozoic Era?

ANSWER: _Permian_

12.  Originally, the two sections of this novel were published as two separate short stories. The first section deals with an intellectually precocious adolescent who tries to attain spiritual purification by obsessively repeating the "Jesus prayer" but suffers a nervous breakdown instead. In the second half, her next older brother attempts to help her find peace. Name this novel by J.D. Salinger that features the Glass family. 

ANSWER: _ _Franny and Zooey_ _ 

13.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Over the interval 0 is less than or equal to x is less than 360 degrees, the cosine of x equals negative one-half times the square root of 2 for -- what values of x?

ANSWER: _135 and 225_ degrees

14.  Travelers along the Powhite Parkway in Richmond can no longer use this system, and must pay their tolls in cash. What is this system, also in use on the Dulles Toll Road and various roads in the Tidewater area, that permits cash-free payment on Virginia's toll roads?

answer: _Smart Tag_ 

15.  A politician votes for a bill to bail out the airline industry. Later investigations reveal that he owns a substantial part of a major airline that would benefit from this bill. What ethical situation has come up through the politician's actions, a situation where someone has competing professional or personal interests that would make it difficult to fulfill her or his duties fairly?

answer: _conflict of interest_

Spare questions 

(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is A plus B, if A is the hundredths place of one-seventh, and B is the thousandths place of one-eighth?

ANSWER: _9_

2.  The largest gland of the body is the liver, but what is the largest organ of the body?

ANSWER: _skin_

3.  This city is not the current capital of Poland. Some of its landmarks include the 14th century buildings of the Jagiellonian University and the Royal Castle and Wawel [VAH-vel] Hill Cathedral, where King John Sobieski is buried. There are many reminders of 14th and 15th century Polish life in -- what former capital of Poland?

answer: _Krakow_

4.  Name the fictional character that wrote the books _There and Back Again, Red Book of Westmarch_, and _Translations from the Elvish_. This character was created by J.R.R. Tolkien.

ANSWER: _ Bilbo Baggins _ 

5.  This country's legislature amended its constitution to allow President Emile Lahoud to serve a second term. However, many nations -- including the US -- suspect that Syria may have been behind this decision. What is this nation whose capital is Beirut?

answer: _Lebanon_ 

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

