Virginia High School League
 Scholastic Bowl
match 10
2004-05 District Competition

Match #20


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  Spelled one way, it means an edible plant related to the onion. Spelled another, it means an unauthorized or deliberate disclosure of confidential information or to permit passage through a breach or a flaw. What is this four-letter word?

ANSWER: _ Leek or leak _

2.  Around 1859, he worked with Bunsen and studied capillary phenomena and the deviations of gases and vapors from the ideal gas laws. In 1860, he discovered the concept of critical temperature. Name this chemist who is perhaps best known for his formulation of the periodic law, which organized the chemical elements according to their atomic weights.

ANSWER:  Dmitry Ivanovich _ Mendeleyev _ (min-dil-YAY-uf)

3.  On July 1, this Virginia public university changed its name to reflect its increasing array of post-graduate programs. Students objected to the name change, however, and now undergraduate diplomas will keep the old name. One proposed new name was rejected by students, as it no longer made obvious that the school was named for a woman. What is this school in Fredericksburg?

answer: _Mary Washington_ College or University of _Mary Washington_ (I won't be fussy here)

4.  For many years the city of Potosi in this country was the largest in the Western Hemisphere. In the early 20th century, its tin mines became the primary source of wealth -- replacing the silver mines of the 17th century. It lost territory during the Chaco War from 1932 to 1935 and the War of the Pacific from 1879 to 1883, where it lost its Pacific coastline to Chile. What is this country whose capitals are La Paz and Sucre?

answer: _Bolivia_

5.  Its versions are known as 1.0, 1.1 and 2.0; the latter two are also known as 2.0 Full Speed and 2.0 High Speed, respectively. While it probably won't replace ATA and SCSI [read: SKUH-zee] as the most common bus to be used for hard drives, it is widely used for peripherals due to its plug and play and hot swapping abilities. Name this serial bus standard for connecting devices to a computer.

ANSWER: _USB_ or Universal Serial Bus

6.  The name by which this 4th century man is best known means "the old master." His best-known work was written when a guard on the western border of China asked him to write his wisdom before he passed into the desert -- and thus disappeared from history. Who was this Chinese philosopher that wrote the Tao Te Ching, and founded the school of Taoism?

answer: _Lao Tzu_ or _Lao Zi_ (accept Li Er, Boyang, Dan or Elder Dan)

7.  What organ, found in the abdomen, serves as a blood reservoir should the body run short of blood?

ANSWER: _spleen_

8.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. F equals nine-fifths C plus 32.  What is 68 degrees Fahrenheit expressed in centigrade degrees?

ANSWER: _20_ degrees centigrade

9.  There is some debate as to whether these items, similar to confabulations, really exist. The unconscious mind contains -- what items which are outside the awareness of the conscious mind, usually a remembrance of something traumatic, such as childhood abuse?

answer: _repressed memories_ (accept repression or equivalents)

10.  In philosophy, it is a theory espoused by Spinoza that reality is made up of only one substance. What is this philosophical belief that is usually contrasted with dualism?

ANSWER: _ Monism _

11.  As you heat a pot of water on the stove, the temperature increases to the boiling point, but it does not become hotter until the water is boiled away.  What is the name of the energy or heat that must be added to boil water, changing its physical state without increasing the temperature?

ANSWER: latent heat

12.  The Riverfront line, the St. Charles line and the Canal Street line are the active streetcar lines in this city of 480,000. It is the headquarters of the Mystick Krewe of Comus and the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club. Lake Pontchartrain [pawn-char-TRAIN] lies to the east of -- what Southern city nicknamed the "Crescent City?"

answer: _New Orleans_, Louisiana

13.  His only missed cut this year was at the Buick Invitational in February.  He has won at Pebble Beach, in Houston, in New Orleans, and at the Canadian Open, where he bested Mike Weir in a playoff.  What 2004 PGA champion and native of Fiji out-dueled Tiger Woods on Labor Day to become the #1 golfer in the world?

ANSWER:  Vijay _Singh_

14.  This tortured man places his hand over his heart whenever he is agitated and is in poor physical health. Name this eminent Boston minister who admits only at the end of the novel to being Pearl's father in _The Scarlet Letter_. 

ANSWER: Arthur _ Dimmesdale _ 

15.  John Quincy Adams signed this legislation into law, despite knowing it would be used against him in the upcoming Presidential election. An outcry in the southern states due to increased prices for manufactured goods and a reduced income from their cotton exports led to a Constitutional crisis during Andrew Jackson's first term. What was this tariff legislation passed in 1828 and which led directly to the nullification crisis?

answer: Tariff of _Abominations_ (accept Tariff of 1828 before 1828 is said.)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team
Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Guy Montag is the protagonist of what well-known Ray Bradbury work? 

ANSWER: _ _Fahrenheit 451_ _  

1B.  What is the capital of Croatia?

answer: _Zagreb_

2A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In how many ways can you arrange a CD collection of nine CDs, expressed as a factorial?

ANSWER: _9 factorial_

2B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What name is given to opposite angles with the same degree measure, which are formed by intersecting lines, rays, or line segments?

ANSWER: _vertical_ angles (do NOT accept "opposite" as it is given in the question)

3A.  A length of 10 to the minus 10 meters is one unit of what measure?

ANSWER: _angstrom_

3B.  Which major cloud type takes a wispy shape, is located above 20,000 feet elevation, and is composed almost entirely of ice?

ANSWER: _cirrus_

4A.  The closest election in popular vote history was in 1880 when James Garfield defeated what former Civil War general by under 10,000 votes?

answer: Winfield Scott _Hancock_ 

4B.  Who is the son of Arthur that in Arthurian legend kills Arthur in battle?

answer: _Mordred_

5A.  In a set of classic Nintendo games, what blue android created by Dr. Light fights evil androids created by the mad scientist Dr. Wily?

ANSWER:  _Mega Man_

5B.  Which woman, the first African-American singer to perform at New York City's Metropolitan Opera House, also performed for 75,000 people on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in 1939?

ANSWER:  Marian _Anderson_ 

6A.  What kingdom in the southern part of Nubia existed between 1000 BC and 300 AD before being replaced by Axum?

answer: _Kush_ [KOOSH]

6B.  What is the most common Spanish verb translated into English as "to learn?"

ANSWER: _aprender_ [ah-prayn-DAIR]

7A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In how many ways can you arrange a CD collection of nine CDs on a shelf with seven slots, expressed as a factorial division?

ANSWER: _9 factorial over 2 factorial_ {9!/2!}

7B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. x is an obtuse angle.  What are the possible values of x, in degrees, expressed as a compound inequality?

ANSWER: _90 < x < 180_ NOTE: neither is "less than or equal to" [read: 90 is less than x is less than 180]

8A.  Pronouns such as both, few, another, anybody and all are -- what type of pronoun?

answer: _indefinite_ pronoun

8B.  Which Norse god of the sea was the husband of Skadi and the father of Frey and Freya?

ANSWER:  _Njord_ (NYORD) 

9A.  What is the oxidation number of Chromium in K2CrO4?

ANSWER: _plus 6_

9B.  What is the name of the Parliament of Russia?

answer: _Duma_ [DOO-mah]

10A.  What nation's President, Olesegun [oh-lay-say-GOON] Obasanjo [oh-bah-SAHN-joh], has been working to resolve the crisis in Sudan's Darfur region?

answer: _Nigeria_

10B.  This factor is not part of one's blood type, and yet is always named with the blood type, as it is very important when transfusions are being done. Discovered when scientists were working with monkeys, what is this factor?

ANSWER: _Rh_ factor [or Rhesus factor]

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  His epitaph says, "In loving memory of my beloved son, murdered by a traitor and coward whose name is not worthy to appear here." The traitor was Robert Ford, who with his brother Charles, hoped to collect the $10,000 reward offered for his capture. Among his gang's feats were accomplishing the first daylight bank robbery in peacetime and the first successful train robbery. Who was this outlaw that worked with Cole Younger and his brother Frank?

answer: _Jesse James_

2.  The Arabs say that man knows only 99 of these, but that the camel knows the 100th one and treats man with contempt because of it. Some of them include al-Aziz, meaning the Mighty or Powerful; al-Majid, meaning the Glorious or Powerful; ar-Rahman, meaning the Most Kind and al-Kabir, meaning the Greatest. What are these honorifics given by Islamic tradition?

answer: the 99 _names of Allah_ (do not accept titles of Allah but accept names of God)

3.  His first novel, _Grimus_, appeared in 1975, and his next one,   an allegory about modern India, _Midnight's Children_, won him international recognition. However, one of his later works was angrily denounced as blasphemous by outraged Muslim leaders. Who is this Anglo-Indian novelist best known for _The Satanic Verses_. 

ANSWER: Ahmed Salman _ Rushdie _ 

4.  A music fan and fund-raiser named Axel Carpelan gave this composition its title.  At first, performances of this work had to be given under the title "Impromptu" in order to avoid censorship by Russians in control at the time.  What 1899 piece, the most famous by Jean Sibelius, signified his country's struggle against Russian and Soviet occupation?

ANSWER:  _"Finlandia"_

5.  Given the formula, Na2C2O4 -- what is the compound?

ANSWER: _sodium oxalate_

6.  The title character tries to maintain a guileless benevolence toward all, with his service, compassion, and brotherly love, but his efforts fail. Prince Leo Myshkin, Rogozhin, and Natasya Filipovna are all characters in what Fyodor Dostoyevsky (dos-toy-YEV-ski) novel? 

ANSWER: _The _ Idiot_ _ 

7.  Wearing a three-piece suit and a crown, he is a sartorially splendid ruler of his peaceful forest kingdom, along with his wife Celeste. The first book in the series describes how he ran away to town when his mother was shot by hunters and then returned to the forest to be crowned king. Who is this fictional elephant king, written by Jean (zhon) de Brunhoff? 

ANSWER: _ Babar _  

8.  Samuel Goudsmit and George Uhlenbeck explained it in terms of electron spin.  It involved firing a beam of silver atoms through a magnetic field that split the beam in two.  Name this early 1920s experiment that was devised by its namesakes, Otto and Walther.

ANSWER: _Stern-Gerlach_ experiment

9.  The son of Slovakian immigrants, this graduate of the Carnegie Institute of Technology gained fame with _Saturday's Popeye_, a backdrop for a window he designed for the Bonwit Teller Department store.  By 1962, he had opened the Factory, where he could mass-produce his paintings and make films such as "Brillo Boxes."  Name this Pop Artist known for silk screens of Campbell's Soup Cans and Marilyn Monroe.

ANSWER:  Andy _Warhol_

10.  This country's Prince Regent, Paul, co-signed the Tripartite Pact with Germany and Japan on March 25, 1941. Two days later, the King, Peter II, participated in a coup with British help and withdrew from the Pact. Two weeks later, Germany invaded this country, and it capitulated after two weeks of fighting. What was this country that then saw a partisan rebellion under a group led by Josip Tito?

answer: Kingdom of _Yugoslavia_ (do not accept Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, the name was changed in 1929)

11.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the probability of drawing a King or a Diamond, but not the King of Diamonds, from a 52-card deck?

ANSWER: _15/52_

12.  In the 1980s, this term was used to describe the House's restriction of family planning aid to organizations that did not provide abortions. However, its original usage was from 1836, when Congress attempted to duck the slavery issue by ruling each year that all petitions concerning slavery be tabled without consideration. What was this "rule" attempted to stuff the slavery issue into a corner?

answer: _gag_ rule

13.  Who was the first man to demonstrate the circulation of blood through the human body?

ANSWER: William _Harvey_

14.  Wandering around Manhattan, he would observe "the four million mysterious strangers" who lived in what he called "Baghdad-on-the-Subway." Then he would return to his rooming house and write about them. What is the *pen name of this short story writer known for his surprise endings? 

ANSWER: _ O. Henry _ (accept William Sydney Porter before the *) 

15.  They dedicated their win to Sue Candrea, the wife of their coach, who died one month before the Olympics.  They outscored their opponents 51-1, and were led by pitchers Lori Harrigan, Cat Osterman, and Lisa Fernandez.  Identify this gold-medal winning team in Athens that also featured "This Week in Baseball" commentator Jennie Finch.

ANSWER:  _United States_ Olympic _softball_ team (or _Team USA Softball_; accept equivalents) 

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. By what factor is three-squared times nine bigger than three times the square root of three-squared?
ANSWER: _9_

2.  He wrote the fantasies for children _The 13 Clocks_ and _The Wonderful O_. Who is this American writer and cartoonist noted for his vision of the urban man as one who escapes into fantasy because he is befuddled by a world he cannot understand? His best-known character is Walter Mitty. 

ANSWER: James Grover _ Thurber _  

3.  The former Serbian Minister of Education, Ljiljana [LEE-lyah-nah] Colic [koh-LICH], got international notice when she suggested the banning of -- what prominent theory whose teaching is also opposed by Christian conservatives?

answer: Darwin's theory of _evolution_

4.  Before the battle, Edward III ordered everyone to fight on foot and built some ditches and pits along the slope of the hill they were fortifying. Philip VI ordered his Genoese mercenary crossbowmen to attack the English lines, but the English longbowmen were easily able to outduel them. Enraged, Philip ordered his heavy cavalry to charge, but they could not break the English lines. What this battle fought on August 26, 1346, during the Hundred Years' War?

answer: Battle of _Crecy_ 

5.  The science of human development between the zygote stage and the beginning of free living is known as -- what?

ANSWER: _embryology_

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

