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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  The Chicago authorities suspected anarchists immediately after this incident, and convicted eight men despite a lack of evidence connecting them to the bombing. By 1893, the three who were still alive were freed. What was this incident where a labor rally being held on May 4, 1886, was disrupted by someone throwing a bomb into the crowd, killing twelve people?

answer: _Haymarket_ Square riot

2.  What weather phenomenon is measured by the Saffir-Simpson Scale, and ranges from Category One to Category Five?

answer: _hurricane_s or tropical _cyclone_s

3.  10 degrees Centigrade is equal to how many degrees Kelvin?

ANSWER: _283_ degrees Kelvin

4.  What novelist created the fictional village of Macondo in his short story collection _Leaf Storm and other Stories_ and used it as a setting for many of his works, including what is probably his best-known work, _One Hundred Years of Solitude_?

ANSWER: Gabriel _ Garcia Marquez (mar-kaze) prompt on just Marquez

5.  Though this man was murdered in 1938 at age 27, he had a huge impact on both Keith Richards and Eric Clapton, who contributed to a 1994 documentary on his life.  Born in Mississippi, he learned guitar from Son House and composed classics such as "Crossroads," "Walkin' Blues," and "Love in Vain."  Who was this great African-American blues guitarist with only 29 surviving songs?

ANSWER:  Robert _Johnson_ 

6.  For items that don't require a formal document of this legal concept, transferring possession to a good faith purchaser will convey it. However, possession can be transferred independently of this; for example, when parents let their children drive a car that they still own. Cars and real estate, however, have formal documents for -- what legal concept that indicates an owner's interest in a property?

answer: _title_

7.  Traditionally, these gods possessed two souls, the peaceful nigimi-tama [nee-ghee-mee-TAH-mah] and the aggressive arami-tama [ah-rah-mee-TAH-mah]. Many were in charage of natural phenomena, but others were family ancestors elevated to divine status. Ameterasu was the most powerful of -- what divine spirits of the Japanese Shinto religion?

answer: _kami_ [KAH-mee]

8.  It is given by charge divided by potential difference.  Name this quantity whose SI unit is the farad.

ANSWER: _capacitance_

9.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the square root of one thousand eight hundred seventy five times the square root of one hundred twenty five, expressed in reduced radical form?

ANSWER: _125 * SQRT(15)_

10.  It is grammatically incorrect to say something is most unique since something unique cannot, by definition, be comparative. What is the term for repetition of the same thing in different words?

ANSWER: _ Tautology _
11.  According to the author, they were scattered through the sea of civil society like a chain of islands extending "from the Bering Strait almost to the Bosporus." What is this three-volume work about the Soviet Union's prison camp system written by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn (sole-zhuh-NEET-sin)?

ANSWER: _The _ Gulag(goo-lahg) Archipelago_ _

12.  There is a group of glands scattered throughout the body that produce hormones; the ovary is one such organ or gland. What is the name given to this system of glands?

ANSWER: _endocrine_

13.  This Germanic tribe got its name from the single-bladed sword they used. The members of this Germanic tribe that stayed in Europe were defeated by Charlemagne between 772 and 804 AD, and their sacred tree, Irminsul, was destroyed. Others went to England and set up kingdoms such as Wessex, Sussex and Essex. What is this tribe that invaded England in the early Middle Ages, along with the Angles and Jutes?

answer: _Saxon_

14.  Its first game was held on December 19, 1917; that season, each of the five teams played a 22-game schedule.  In March 1918, its champion, the Toronto Arenas, defeated the PCL champion Vancouver Millionaires 3 games to 2 to win the Stanley Cup.  Identify this organization that will likely suspend operations in October 2004.

ANSWER:  _National Hockey League_ (or _NHL_)

15.  U.S. Treasury Secretary Benjamin Bristow used secret agents from outside the Treasury Department to break up this criminal conspiracy. In it, Republican politicians in the Midwest received bribes in exchange for kickbacks to distillers from excise taxes on liquor. Over $3 million of lost taxes were recovered and over 110 convictions were made, including the private secretary to the President in -- what scandal that plagued the Grant Administration?

answer: _Whiskey Ring_

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  According to Roman Catholic dogma, what is the name of the process in which the elements of the Eucharist -- the bread and wine -- transform into the body and blood of Jesus Christ?

answer: _transubstantiation_

1B.  What is the highest point value of any tile in the game of Scrabble, assigned to Q and Z?

answer: _10_

2A.  Moldavian is a dialect of what Romance language?

ANSWER: _Romanian_

2B.  The Stasi [SHTAH-see] was the feared secret police of -- what European nation between 1950 and 1989?

answer: _East Germany_ or _German Democratic Republic_

3A.  What is the unit of currency in India?

answer: _rupee_

3B. When an O type person gives blood, he or she can give to all blood types. For this reason, a person with O blood is given the name of a special type of donor. What type of donor is a type O person?

ANSWER: _universal_ donor

4A.  You are inspecting a pair of chromosomes through a light microscope. You conclude that the chromosomes are the same size, shape and that their centromeres are at the same loci. These two chromosomes then, are said to be what?

ANSWER: _homologous_

4B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If each step is executed in the order given, what is the value of a number, plus two, multiplied by three, plus by nine, doubled, divided by six, and then subtracted by the original number?

ANSWER: _5_

5A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of an equilateral triangle with sides of 2?
answer: _square root of 3_

5B.  Name either the husband and wife who figure prominently in Steinbeck's _The Pearl_.

ANSWER: _ Kino_ (kee-no) or _Juana_ (hwan-uh) 

6A.  The US Navy ship, Pueblo, was captured by -- and remains held by -- military forces of what nation in 1968?

answer: _North Korea_ or _Democratic People's Republic of Korea_

6B. What native of Portsmouth, Virginia, has been a hip-hop star since her first album, Supa Dupa Fly?

answer: Missy _Elliott_ (aka Missy “Misdemeanor” Elliott)

7A.  In computer science, what is the term for a data type that returns two values: true and false?

ANSWER: _Boolean_

7B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The sine of A equals negative one-half.  The tangent of A equals the square root of three over three.  What is the first positive rotation value of A?

ANSWER: _7pi/6_ (accept 210 degrees)

8A.  What man, the interim President of Afghanistan, narrowly escaped a rocket attack on his helicopter in September?

answer: Hamid _Karzai_

8B.  In the sentence "I know a place where we can have a quiet talk," the word _where_ is what kind of adverb?

ANSWER: _ Relative _ adverb

9A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of nineteen-sixths and thirteen over sixteen, in reduced form?

ANSWER: _191/48_ or _3 and 47/48_

9B.  Who was the Holy Roman Emperor that was excommunicated in 1076 by the Pope, Gregory VII, during the Investiture Controversy and shares a name with the founder of the French Bourbon dynasty?

answer: _Henry IV_

10A.  From what well-known poem does the following stanza come:  "He took his vorpal sword in hand: / Long time the manxome foe he sought-- / So rested he by the Tumtum tree, / And stood awhile in thought"? 

ANSWER: _ "Jabberwocky" _ 

10B.  H.W. Janson and Helen Gardner both wrote key coffee-table-sized textbooks in which academic subject?

ANSWER:  _art history_ (prompt on “art”)

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  One of the upper arm bones is the humerus, but what is the upper leg bone called?

ANSWER: _femur_

2.  In what short story is the protagonist rescued by the opposing army after surviving numerous attempts to kill him and finally getting the rats to eat through the ropes binding him? It was written by Edgar Allan Poe. 

ANSWER: _ "The Pit and the Pendulum" _ 

3.  Doc Vickerson, Max Gottlieb, Madeleine Fox, and Leora Tozer are all characters in what Sinclair Lewis novel in which Leora dies due to smoking a cigarette that was infected with the plague? 

ANSWER: _ _Arrowsmith_ _  

4.  This Virginia county decided to name its new high school Mountain View High School, joining the four already-existing schools: two named for the county, Colonial Forge and Brooke Point. The board rejected by a 5-2 vote a proposal to name the school for former President Ronald Reagan. What is this county that is located to the north of Fredericksburg?

answer: _Stafford_ County

5.  It was called Ile Saint-Jean [eel sont-ZHON] by the French until it was captured during the French and Indian War. Today, it is known for its potatoes grown in its red soil as well as various tourist attractions based around the events of the Anne of Green Gables series. What is this Canadian province, whose capital is Charlottetown and whose population and land size are the smallest of Canada's provinces?

answer: _Prince Edward Island_

6.  In a BBC interview in September, this international figure described the US-led invasion of Iraq as illegal as it contravened the UN Charter. Who was this person whose opinion matters somewhat, as he is the Secretary-General of the United Nations?

answer: Kofi _Annan_

7.  Towns in this region of Alaska include Alpine, Prudhoe Bay and Barrow. The Brooks Range is the southern boundary of -- what region of Alaska along the Arctic coast?

answer: _North Slope_ 

8.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is sixteen raised to the .75 power?

ANSWER: _8_

9.  Although it has not erupted in over 500,000 years, this is the most destructive volcano in the United States because of the highly explosive eruptions that occur well within the interior of continents.  What is the name of this volcanic region, now a popular National Park that is known for its geysers?

ANSWER: _Yellowstone_

10.  When someone is said to be "mad as a hatter," or when Frost said "I am an apple" what literary device is used,  where there is a repetition of similar vowel sounds in a group of words?

ANSWER: _ Assonance _

11.  In 1908, when they were first made, they went for $850, but by the 1920s, when the last rolled out of the factory, they were going for $300. It had a 2.9-liter, 4-cylinder motor with 20 horsepower and could go 45 miles per hour. Between 1908 and 1915 and 1926 and 1927, they came in multiple colors, but between 1915 and 1925, they came in only one color -- black. What is this famous product of the Ford Motor company?

answer: Ford _Model T_ 

12.  It was built out of red fire, green water, and blue air.  Each day the gods would ride across it in order to hold a meeting at the well of Urd.  Connecting Midgard and Asgard was what three-strand rainbow bridge of Norse myth, guarded by Heimdall?

ANSWER:  _Bifrost_

13.  The sublevel that can be occupied by a maximum of ten electrons is identified by what letter?

ANSWER: _d_

14.  This man's personal biographer, Antonio Manetti, notes that he painted two panels that demonstrated new schemes of perspective, establishing that technique in the Renaissance.  Better known as an architect, in 1419 he received a commission for the Foundling Hospital, and soon after began work on the Church of San Lorenzo.  Which master is best known, however, for his design of the dome to Florence Cathedral?

ANSWER:  Filippo _Brunelleschi_ (broo-nell-ESS-kee)

15.  Ivan (e-von) Voynitsky is bitterly disappointed when he realizes that he has wasted his life managing the business affairs of his former brother-in-law, who will never be anything more than a second-rate academic. This is the basis for what Anton Chekov drama? 

ANSWER: _ _Uncle Vanya_ _  

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. At what point is the x-intercept of y equals three x plus twelve? {y = 3x + 12}

ANSWER: _(-4, 0)_ [negative four comma zero]. (prompt on “negative four.”)
2.  It began with the Sylvania 300 on September 19, and will end with the Ford 400 on November 21.  Elliot Sadler clinched his spot by winning the Pop Secret 500, while Jeremy Mayfield won the last race before it, the Chevy Rock and Roll 400.  Jeff Gordon, Dale Earnhardt Jr., Tony Stewart, and seven other drivers will compete in what ten-race series to decide the winner of NASCAR's annual trophy?

ANSWER:  _Chase for the Nextel Cup_ (prompt on "Nextel Cup")

3.  The Hittites under Muwatallis [moo-wah-TAH-liss] were able to destroy the Ra and Amon divisions and plunder the Egyptian camp. However, the other two divisions, with some reinforcements from Amurru, were able to hold back the Hittite army, preventing utter defeat for Ramses the Great. Such was the course of -- what famous battle fought in 1299 BC on the banks of the Orontes River in modern-day Syria?

answer: Battle of _Kadesh_

4.  His earliest publication was on the physical properties of air, from which he derived his law that the volume of a given amount of a gas varies inversely with pressure. Who is this English chemist known for his eponymously named ideal gas law?

ANSWER: Robert _ Boyle _

5.  The title character's definition of home is that it's "the place where, when you have to go there, they have to take you in." Name this Robert Frost poem in which a farmer and his wife argue over whether to keep an old worker. 

ANSWER: _ "Death of the Hired Man" _ (not Hired Hand) 

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

