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Match #34


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  Sterling Hayden plays General Jack D. Ripper in this film adapted from a Peter George novel.  Peter Sellers portrays three characters:  Group Captain Lionel Mandrake; President Merkin Muffley; and the title character, a former Nazi confined to a wheelchair.  Identify this 1964 film directed by Stanley Kubrick, a dark comedic take on global thermonuclear war.

ANSWER:  _"Dr. Strangelove_: or, How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb"

2.  In August 1784, it voted to become a separate state. By 1786, it was talking about independence from the United States and getting financial aid from Spain. However, Indians attacked, forcing it to settle its differences with North Carolina. By 1790 it had disappeared from history. John Sevier was the only governor of -- what short-lived state in what is now Upper East Tennessee, named for the man on the $100 bill?

answer: _Franklin_

3.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many real roots does the parabola y equals two x-squared minus x plus 1 have? {y = 2x^2 - x + 1}

ANSWER: _0_

4.  In his poem "On Fame," what king does Lord Byron say erected the first pyramid in Egypt?

ANSWER: Old King _ Cheops _ (kee-ops)

5.  Asteroid and comet impacts on the planets are very rare events.  What country experienced the only major terrestrial impact of the 20th century on June 30, 1908, although the object broke up in the air over a very remote area and devastated far more forested land than people?

ANSWER: _Russia_ (do not accept Soviet Union after "1908" is mentioned)

6.  This German word by itself means "joy", as in the original German title of "Ode to Joy." What is this word that also forms an English word when combined with the German word "Schaden?" [SHEH-den]

ANSWER: _Freude_ [FROY-deh] 

7.  A graduate of Towson High School, he won the 2003 Sullivan Award as the top American amateur athlete.  He competed in the Sydney games at age 15, taking fifth in the 200-meter butterfly, but really made his name four years later, where he won four individual events.  Name this swimmer who won six golds and two bronzes at Athens, making him the first American to take eight medals from one Olympics.

ANSWER:  Michael _Phelps_ 

8.  The cell has many organelles, but which are the most numerous?

ANSWER: _ribosomes_ 

9.  The I AM Foundation holds that the Lemurians, an advanced alien race, lives in this still-active California volcano that last erupted about 200 years ago. What is this mountain in California, the second highest in the state after Mount Whitney? 

answer: Mount _Shasta_

10.  In Java, what variety of data types are predefined in the language, examples of which are byte, short, int, long, float, double, char and boolean?

ANSWER: _Primitive_ type

11.  Camillo was the first name of -- what Italian biologist who lent his name to a cellular "apparatus"? 

answer: _Golgi_ [GOAL-jee]

12.  He served as consul in 460 BC, and retired to the farm. In 458, the Romans were threatened by the Aequi [EYE-kwee] and the Volscians [vohl-SEE-unz], and the Senate pleaded with him to serve as dictator. He defeated both enemies and returned to his plow. Who is this famous Roman compared to George Washington and for whom a city in southern Ohio is named? 

answer: Lucius Quinctius [KWINK-tee-us] _Cincinnatus_

13.  The common forms of the passive voice of a verb consist of a form of what auxiliary verb combined with the past or present participle of a principle or main verb?

ANSWER: _ Be _

14.  He was quoted as saying, "A lot of security officers are very pleased because they got my autograph." However, he was still barred from entering the US after his current name, Yusuf Islam, appeared on a no-fly list. Who is this man, best known for his 1970s songs including "Peace Train" and "Wild World?"

answer: Cat _Stevens_ (accept _Yusuf Islam_ before his name is mentioned)

15.  This father-son combination with the same name both served as Governor of Virginia, the senior between 1808 and 1811; the junior, destined for higher office, between 1825 and 1827. Fourteen years after finishing his term as Governor, the junior became Vice-President and later President that same year. What was the shared name? 

answer: _John Tyler_ [prompt on partial answer]

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  It began with the invention of writing and developed as printing spread throughout Europe after the invention of metal moveable type. What is the term for the design and layout of the printed word?

ANSWER: _ Typography _ (toe-POG-ruh-fee)

1B.  The plays Doctor Faustus, The Jew of Malta and Dido, Queen of Carthage were all written by -- what playwright?

answer: Christopher _Marlowe_

2A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. f of x is symmetric with respect to the y-axis if f of x equals what other value of the function x?

ANSWER: _f of negative x_

2B.  Which Egyptian Pharaoh had the Great Pyramid of Giza built for him around 2575 BC?

answer: _Cheops_ [KEE-ops] or _Khufu_ [KOO-foo]

3A.  This French chemist, in 1787, discovered the relationship between the volume of gas and temperature. Name the man for whom this law, also called Gay-Lussac's law, is named.

ANSWER: Jacques Alexandre Cesar _Charles _

3B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Suppose the factorial of a negative number worked the same as positives but counted UP. For example -3! (negative three factorial) was equal to -3 times -2 times -1, or -6. What would be the value of 7 factorial over negative five factorial? { 7! / (-5)! }

ANSWER: _-42_

4A.  What 440-mile road was named for its southern destination in Mississippi and linked the Cumberland, Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers?

answer: _Natchez Trace_

4B.  What rap group fronted by Chuck D was recently awarded a VH-1 Hip Hop Honor for its political tracks such as "Fight the Power" and "Bring the Noise"?

ANSWER:  _Public Enemy_

5A.  Who is the current governor of Maryland?

answer: Bob _Ehrlich_

5B.  What is the term for the temperature at which, for a given vapor pressure, the atmosphere becomes saturated with water vapor, the relative humidity reaches 100%, and fogs form?

ANSWER: _dew-point_ temperature

6A.  Name the American novelist, fluent in Yiddish, who first received literary acclaim for _The Adventures of Augie March_.

ANSWER: Saul _ Bellow _

6B. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The gram-equivalent mass of H2SO4 is its molar mass divided by what number?

ANSWER: _2_

7A.  Denis [deh-NEE] Diderot [dee-deh-ROH] was among the first people to attempt to write -- what collection, often multi-volume, of human knowledge?

answer: _encyclopedia_s

7B.  What name is given to a line that touches a circle twice, forming a chord?

answer: _secant_

8A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A is the set of numbers 6, 9, 11, 14.  B is the set of numbers 12, 23, 42, 55.  What is the product of the terms in set A that have multiples in set B?

ANSWER: _924_ (6 * 11 * 14)

8B.  Which American Pop Artist drew his inspiration from comic books to paint works such as _Whaam!_, and shared his name with a small European country?

ANSWER:  Roy _Lichtenstein_

9A.  In the world of finance, the "L" in LBO stands for -- what type of buyout where the money used is borrowed?

answer: _leveraged_

9B.  The lines "Often you must have seen them / Loaded with ice a sunny winter morning / After a rain. They click upon themselves / As the breeze rises, and turn many-coloured / As the stir cracks and crazes their enamel." are found in what Robert Frost poem named for a tree?

ANSWER: _ "Birches" _ 

10A.  What kingdom is the Euglena placed in?

ANSWER: _protista_ or _protist_ kingdom

10B.  What independent city in Virginia is considering merging with its neighbors of Norfolk and Suffolk?

answer: _Portsmouth_ 

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  Each person has about 300 million of these. They serve the purpose of exchanging oxygen and carbon dioxide. What structure in the lungs is being described?

ANSWER: _air sacs_ or _alveoli_

2.  It consists of 13 members, one from each of eight districts and five at-large members. Members include Jack Evans, Carol Schwartz and David Catania. What is this legislative body chaired by Linda Cropp and whose most famous member to non-residents will be former mayor Marion S. Barry?

answer: Washington _DC City Council_ (accept equivalents, or "Washington City Council")

3.  Characters in this collection of poetry include Macavity, Gus, Bustopher Jones, Skimbleshanks, Jungojerrie and Rumpleteazer. What is this collection written by T.S. Eliot?

ANSWER: _ _Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats_ _ 

4.  In his short personal essay "From Sea to Shining Sea" he says, "I located America thirty-one years ago in a Model T Ford and planted my flag. I've tried a couple of times since to find it again. . . but America is the sort of place that is discovered only once by any one man." Name this New York-born writer perhaps better known for _Stuart Little_.

ANSWER: E(lwyn) B(rooks) _ White _

5.  Founded in 1835, it is the oldest surviving law enforcement body in North America with statewide jurisdiction. After its original task of protecting the frontier became obsolete, in 1935 it became a division of the Texas Department of Public Safety. Cordell Walker, played by Chuck Norris, is perhaps the most famous fictional member of -- what law enforcement agency?

answer: _Texas Rangers_ 

6.  He is perhaps the most sued person in the United States and United Kingdom. Fortunately, along with Richard Roe, he is a legal fiction. Who is this person who appears in numerous law school examples, numerous crime dramas as an unknown victim and as the defendant when the identity of the real defendant is unknown?

answer: _John Doe_ (prompt on partial answer)

7.  It is often confused with the Buddhist concept of nirvana. Hindu tradition holds there are four ways to achieve this, through selfless work, self-dissolving love, absolute discernment and meditative immersion. What is this term used to describe the liberation from the cycle of death and rebirth?

answer: _moksha_ [MOAK-shuh]

8.  For a while it appeared that the league was headed for ruin, as it had contracted its franchises in Miami and Tampa Bay.  Yet in 2004 it announced plans to add a second team in Los Angeles, called CD Chivas USA, and another in Utah, called Real (ray-ALL) Salt Lake.  What is the name of this soccer organization now back up to twelve teams, including D.C. United?

ANSWER:  _MLS_ (or _Major League Soccer_)

9.  Spelled one way, it means a heavy, long-handled hammer used to drive stakes or to injure as if by beating. Spelled another, it means a shady public walk or a street lined with shops and closed to vehicles. What is this four-letter word that describes a place you might shop at before or after a Scholastic Bowl match?

ANSWER: _ Maul or mall _

10.  What is the most abundant element in the earth's crust?

ANSWER: _oxygen_

11.  He defeated the Ottoman Sultan Bayezid I in a 1402 battle, allegedly using the Sultan as a footstool. However, his death in 1405 resulted in the end of his empire. In a 15th century story of overcoming disability, what ruler who claimed descent from Genghis Khan was able to overcome a lameness in his left foot to conquer Persia, southern Russia and northern India? 

answer: _Timur_ the Lame or _Tamerlane_ 

12. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. 4 grams of ordinary H2 at standard temperature and pressure occupies -- how many liters?

ANSWER: _44.8_ liters (one mole of H2 is 2 grams, and 22.4 liters)

13.  His den was located on the banks of the Styx, and his siblings included the Chimera and the Hydra.  Like Medusa, he could turn those who looked at him into stone, a usual tool in keeping souls from returning to life.  Who was this snake-tailed, three-headed dog, subdued by an unarmed Heracles during one of his labors?

ANSWER:  _Cerberus_

14.  What 19th- and 20th-century British dramatist once said to a friend:  "Being naturally of a serious disposition, I soon saw the world for what it was and was not deceived by the peace and prosperity of Victorian days. The peace was the peace of a lunatic living in the world of fantasy, and the prosperity was the prosperity of the vulture. I laughed Victorianism out of existence"? Among his works are _Arms and the Man_ and _Man and Superman_.

ANSWER: George Bernard _ Shaw _

15.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. An ID number has five digits.  The first two are letters (A-Z), the last three are digits (0-9).  How many unique IDs are there?

ANSWER: _676,000_

Spare questions (Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  By the time Napoleon dissolved it in 1806, it was little more than an area on the map. After the death of Frederick Barbarossa in 1190, its real power began to fade, and the various dukes and princes under it began to assume the real power. Otto the Great is usually considered the founder of -- what German political entity that survived from 962 to 1806?

answer: _Holy Roman Empire_

2.  They were composed at the court of Cothen (KOH-then) in 1721, and were influenced by Vivaldi's technique of alternating a large group of instruments with a smaller solo group.  The first of the six has two French horns, three oboes, and a violin; while the fifth has soloists of flute, violin, and harpsichord.  What is this set of six concertos of Johann Sebastian Bach, named after a northern German region?

ANSWER:  _Brandenburg_ Concertos 

3.  In 1947, one of the eleven surviving copies of this early American book sold for $151,000 which, at the time, was the highest price ever paid for a book in the English language. Name the book from the following lines, which were put into meter and rhyme while trying to remain faithful to the Hebrew text: "The Lord to me a shepherd is, / want therefore shall not I. / He in the folds of tender grass, / doth cause me down to lie".

ANSWER: _The _ Bay Psalm Book_ _ (accept Bay Psalms Book, grudgingly)

4.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Tangent squared of x equals three.  What are the four possible values of x greater than or equal to zero and less than 360 degrees?

ANSWER: _60, 120, 240, 300_ degrees

5.  What type of process has no energy entering or leaving a system by heat?

ANSWER: _adiabatic_

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

