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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  US forces were unable to stop the transport of supplies along it, since Laos and Cambodia were officially neutral. What was the name of the series of foot, bike and truck paths that kept Communist forces supplied during the Vietnam War, and was named for the North Vietnamese leader?

answer: the _Ho Chi Minh Trail_

2.  In a 1989 made-for-TV sequel to this film, Joy, Leanna, and Monica Creel played sisters Megan, Jessie, and Lisa Wyatt.  The original 1961 movie featured Brian Keith and Maureen O'Hara as the parents, while the 1998 remake had Dennis Quaid and Natasha Richardson in those roles, with Lindsay Lohan as the daughters.  What is this series of movies that made a name for Hayley Mills as Sharon and Susan, twins separated by divorce? 

ANSWER:  "The _Parent Trap_"

3.  Unlike nitroglycerin, it is very stable unless it is detonated. What common explosive has the chemical formula C6H2(NO2)3CH3 [C-6-H-2-N-O-2-3-C-H-3] and is abbreviated TNT?

answer: _trinitrotoluene_ (accept _TNT_ before said in the question)

4.  This man's first publicly performed opera was 1810's "The Bill of Marriage."  He became the director of two musical theaters in Naples in 1815; while there he composed "The Thieving Magpie," "The Lady of the Lake," and "Cinderella."  Who was this Italian operatic master, responsible for "William Tell" and "The Barber of Seville"?

ANSWER:  Gioacchino _Rossini_

5.  This language is spoken by about 70 million people around the world and gets its name from the old name of the city known as Guangzhou (GWANG-zhoh). What dialect of Chinese is spoken in cities such as Macau and Hong Kong? 

ANSWER: _Cantonese_ (accept _Yuet_) 

6.  Insects out number all other types of animals. But among insects, what is the general type of insect that is most numerous?

ANSWER: _beetles_

7.  What German philosopher and physician won the 1952 Nobel Peace Prize for his humanitarian work in Africa?

answer: Albert _Schweitzer_

8.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In degrees, what is the measure of an angle that is three times its complement?

answer: _67.5_ degrees 

9.  Pope Alexander VI was a member of -- what infamous Italian Renaissance family whose members included Cesare and Lucrezia?

answer: _Borgia_

10.  As told by her childhood friend, Jim Burden, this title character's saga begins with the bleak picture of her family huddled together late at night on a train-station platform, then moves through the heartbreak of her father's death, her own betrayal by her fiancé, and her final triumph over poverty and misfortune. Name this novel about a Bohemian immigrant written by Willa Cather.

ANSWER: _ _My Antonia_ _ 

11.  The Popular Democratic Party here seeks to retain Commonwealth status, but lost in November to the New Progressive Party, which seeks full statehood. The Independence Party was the big loser in -- what U.S. possession in the Caribbean?

answer: _Puerto Rico_

12.  Freud considered this to be the result of failure to complete a developmental stage correctly, continuing that stage into adulthood. What is this term that describes an individual becoming obsessed with an object, and is also used by biologists after "nitrogen" and "carbon?"

answer: _fixation_

13.  The mysterious Black Knight in this novel is actually King Richard in disguise. Other characters include Robin Locksley, Reginald Front-de-Boeuf [FRAWN-dih-burf], Isaac of York, Cedric the Saxon and the Lady Rowena. What is this novel by Walter Scott in which the title character is loved by both Rowena and Rebecca of York?

answer: _Ivanhoe_

14.  What three-letter command in DOS clears the screen, except for the command prompt?

answer: _cls_ [C-L-S]

15.  What name is given to the specialized stem or leaf that is used by climbing plants for support, usually by growing around things?

answer: _tendril_s

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What road, which today is a portion of Interstates 70 and 76, opened on October 1, 1940, and was America's first limited-access superhighway?

answer: _Pennsylvania Turnpike_

1B. When HCl gas and NH3 gas come into contact, what name is given to the white smoke that forms?

ANSWER: _ammonium chloride_ or _NH4Cl_

2A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance between (-7, -5) and (3, -13)?

ANSWER: _2 * sqrt(41)_ (accept equivalents such as sqrt(164))

2B.  What European country has been ruled in the 20th century by Albert I, Leopold III and Baudouin [BOH-doo-in] I? 

answer: _Belgium_

3A.  Phoenix Jackson walks from her home to Natchez to get medicine for her grandson's throat in what Eudora Welty short story?

ANSWER: "A _ Worn Path" _

3B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the length of either leg, expressed with a rationalized denominator, of a 45-45-90 triangle with hypotenuse seven-fourths?

ANSWER: _seven-eighths square roots of two_ {( 7/8 * sqrt(2)}

4A.  This ancient gymnosperm existed along with the dinosaurs and lives yet today. Its nickname is the maidenhair tree. What is the name of this deciduous gymnosperm?

ANSWER: _Ginkgo_

4B.  Convictions of several members of the Rigas [RYE-gus] family helped bankrupt -- what cable company that is now for sale?

answer: _Adelphia_ Communications

5A.   Which Red Sox starting pitcher literally embodied his team's nickname when he took the mound with a bloody, sutured ankle and defeated the Yankees and the Cardinals in the 2004 Major League Baseball playoffs?

ANSWER:  Curt _Schilling_

5B. _Heart of My Soul_ is the title of what black South African's autobiography? Her husband was jailed for 30 years because of his political activism.

ANSWER: _ Winnie Mandela _

6A.  Name the American critic, teacher, and woman of letters who was America's first woman foreign correspondent, reporting on her travels to Europe for the _Tribune_, but most noted as the editor of the Transcendentalist magazine _The Dial_.

ANSWER: Margaret  _ Fuller _

6B.  Spelled one way, it means an irritated feeling or to excite curiosity. Spelled another, it means a brief look. What is the word?

ANSWER: _ Pique (peek) or peek _

7A.  Which of the Wonders of the Ancient world was allegedly built by Nebuchadnezzar?

answer: the _Hanging Gardens_ of Babylon

7B.  What is the only planet in our solar system that has moons, but none that are large enough to be round in shape?

ANSWER: _Mars_

8A.  "The Black Crook" by Charles Jarras is often considered to be the first work in which genre, whose other examples include "Gypsy," "Annie Get Your Gun," and "Guys and Dolls"?

ANSWER:  _musical_ comedy

8B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A grade consists of two midterms and a final.  The first midterm is worth 20%, the second midterm is worth 30%, and the final is worth 50%. What is the overall grade if the first midterm was 55, the second midterm 95 and the final a 85?

ANSWER: _82_

9A.  London forces are also called by -- what name that honors the Dutch winner of the 1910 Nobel Physics Prize?

answer: Johannes Diderik _van der Waals_

9B.  What agency of the US government was set up after the Civil War to assist newly freed slaves become effective citizens?

answer: _Freedmen's Bureau_ or _Bureau of Refugees, Freedman and Abandoned Lands_

10A. What conic section is defined as the set of all points in a plane such that the difference of the distances from two points, or foci, is a constant?

ANSWER: _hyperbola_

10B.  Hades kidnapped what daughter of Zeus and Demeter, who had to stay in the Underworld for half of the year because she ate six pomegranate seeds?

ANSWER:  _Persephone_ (pur-SEF-oh-nee)

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  Her father Brabantio casts her off because of her elopement with Othello and dies broken-hearted. Name this innocent, romantic, idealistic girl in Shakespeare's _Othello_.

ANSWER: _ Desdemona _

2.   Plasmodium vivax is a parasitic protozoan that causes malaria; but to what genus of mosquito is this pathogen most closely associated?

ANSWER: _Anopheles_ [ah-NAW-feh-leez] (prompt on "mosquito")

3.  Zinedine [zih-nay-DEEN] Zidane [zih-DAHN] is the most famous resident of this city for which the French national anthem is named. What is this port city on the Mediterranean, the second-largest city in France?

answer: _Marseilles_ [MAR-say]

4.  In its original meaning, it came from the Italian word for "cardboard," and referred to a full-sized study drawing in preparation for a fresco painting; Michelangelo created one with the soldiers found in his _Crucifixion of St. Peter_.  Today, what term more commonly refers to any humorous drawing, found in the nineteenth century in _Punch_ magazine and later in the work of Gary Trudeau and Jim Davis?

ANSWER:  _cartoon_

5.  In 1892, it became the county seat, replacing Brentsville. In 1975, it became an independent city and has grown quickly since then due to its location as an outer suburb of Washington, DC. What is this city, site of two Civil War battles?

answer: _Manassas_

6.  He, along with Muller and Lederberg, had a large share in establishing exobiology, the search for extraterrestrial life, as a scientific discipline. Who is this American astronomer who has worked on many space-exploration projects and written several popular science books, including _The Dragons of Eden_, _Broca's Brain_, _Cosmos_, _Comet_, and the novel _Contact_?

ANSWER: Carl Edward _ Sagan _

7.  It consists of the fifth, sixth and seventh chapters of the Book of Matthew. It ends with the parable of the Wise and Foolish builders, and begins with the nine Beatitudes. What is this most famous of Jesus' sermons?

answer: Sermon on the _Mount_ or _Mount_ Sermon

8.  Correct the grammatical error in the following sentence:  Action, and not words, are demanded now.

ANSWER: Action, and not words, _ is _ demanded now. (accept: replacing Action with Actions)

9.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance between the points (4,0) and (-8,-5), in reduced form?

ANSWER: _13_

10.  When a study is "double" this adjective, neither the researchers nor the individuals in the study know who belongs to the control group. What is this adjective that describes a study in which the individuals do not know the nature of the study and/or the anticipated results?

answer: _blind_ study

11.  _Bound East for Cardiff_, was his first drama and was presented by the Provincetown Players in 1916. Who is this foremost American playwright, known for such works as _Anna Christie, The Emperor Jones_ and _Desire Under the Elms_?

ANSWER: Eugene  _ O'Neill _

12.  It refers to the broad study or science of how language is handled in the composition of poetry and encompasses versification, which is composed of meter, rhyme, and traditional forms,; free verse; syllable-count methods and forms; distortion and dissonance; sprung rhythm; and any specific stylistic requirements of special poetic movements. What is this seven-letter term?

ANSWER: _ Prosody _

13.  The battle of Perryville was the largest Civil War battle fought in this state. What state attempted to remain neutral during the war, but remained part of the Union -- despite being a slave state -- when Confederate forces invaded in 1861?

answer: _Kentucky_

14.  He earned his first Winston Cup victory in 2002 at Bristol Motor Speedway.  Managed by Roush Racing, he is the driver of the Number 97 car, a Ford Taurus sponsored by Sharpie.  Name this NASCAR driver, who as of November 6, 2004 leads the Nextel Cup standings.

ANSWER:  Kurt _Busch_

15.  V prime equals V times P over P prime is the equation for -- what gas law that states that pressure is inversely proportional to volume?

ANSWER: _Boyle_'s Law

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  Alexei, Dmitri and Ivan are the three titular brothers in -- what work by Fyodor Dostoyevsky [daw-stoh-YEV-skee]?

answer: The _Brothers Karamazov_ [kah-rah-MAH-zoff] (prompt on Karamazov)

2.  He once replied to Queen Victoria, "Your Majesty, I am the blank page between the Old Testament and the New." He broke with Robert Peel over the Corn Laws, but remained in the Tory Party. Who was this Prime Minister and rival of Gladstone?

answer: Benjamin _Disraeli_ (First Earl of Beaconsfield)

3.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. 40% of all homeruns are solo, or single run, homeruns.  30% are two-run homeruns, 25% are three-run homeruns, and 5% are grand slams, or four-run homeruns.  What is the expected value of runs scored on any given homerun?

ANSWER: _1.95_ 

4.  What Interstate number is associated with the Washington, DC, Capital Beltway?

answer: _I-495_

5.  Name the very common landform on the solid-surface planets and moons that is used by geologists to determine erosion rates and some physical properties of the surface.  If these landforms are counted, they can be used to determine the age of the surface because they accumulate with time.

ANSWER: impact _craters_
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