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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  This title has existed since the early Roman Republic, and is still occupied today. What two Latin words, meaning "High Priest," described the official in charge of religious life and is today one of the titles of the Pope?

answer: _pontifex maximus_

2. How many atoms are represented in the formula Ca3(PO4)2 ? [C-a-3-P-O-4-2]

ANSWER: _13_

3.  Morgan Tsvangirai [tsvan-ghee-RYE], the leader of this African nation's opposition party, the MDC, was acquitted of treason in October 2004. What is this nation, led by the ZANU-PF [ZAH-noo-p-f] party, whose chairman is Robert Mugabe?

answer: _Zimbabwe_

4.  They were introduced by Lewis Carroll in _Through the Looking Glass_ and have been liberally used by writers such as James Joyce in _Finnegans Wake_. What are these blended words, such as _slithy_, _mimsy_, and _brunch_, which combine parts of two or more words to create a new word that expresses a combination of the meanings of its parts?

ANSWER: _ Portmanteau _ (port-man-toe) words (accept blended words before the word "blended" is said)

5.  This is one of the earliest existing pieces of English poetry. In it, King Byrhtnoth [bert-NOTH] of the Anglo-Saxons graciously allows the Vikings passage onto the mainland but then loses the battle. What is this poem, named for a battle fought in 991 AD?

answer: _Battle of Maldon_

6.  He worked in the 1800's toward gaining popular and federal support of forest conservation and spent six years studying the forests and glacial rock formations in Yosemite (yo-SEM-uh-tee) Valley. Who is this Scottish-born American naturalist for whom Theodore Roosevelt established a national monument in Marin County, California?

ANSWER: John  _ Muir _ (myoor)

7.  Suppose that FDR failed in his bid for a third term, losing the election of 1940 to isolationist Charles Lindbergh.  In this book, President Lindbergh makes a pact with Nazi Germany, and many Jews are relocated to Kentucky.  Identify this 2004 alternate historical novel, featuring a nine-year old narrator, the author Philip Roth.

ANSWER:  The _Plot Against America_  

8.  The first people suspected in this novel are Mr. and Mrs. Barrymore, who turn out only to be assisting their brother, a convict, who has been hiding out in the moors. It turns out that the actual culprit was Mr. Jack Stapleton, who trained a bloodhound-mastiff mix to kill and coated the dog with phosphorous to make it glow. What is this story by Arthur Conan Doyle about a mysterious dog that kills members of the title family?

answer: The _Hound of the Baskervilles_

9.  Former Washington, DC, mayor Marion Barry was born in this state, which also was the home of Hiram Revels, the first African-American to serve in the US Senate. What state has seen Theodore Bilbo, Ross Barnett and Trent Lott in its political scene?

answer: _Mississippi_

10.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. One positive integer is three greater than another.  The sum of the squares of the two integers is 89.  What is the product of the two integers?

ANSWER: _40_ (the numbers are 5 and 8)

11.  This Arabic word means "school." At them, students learn Arabic, Islamic law and history and the Hadith [hah-DEETH] and the Qur'an [KOO-rahn]. What are these schools that today are suspected of helping turn out a generation of Muslim extremists?

answer: _madrassa_s

12.  Developed independently by Murry Gell-Mann and Yuval Ne'eman in 1961, it predicted the existence of the omega minus particle.  Name this elementary particle classification scheme with a Buddhist-inspired name.

ANSWER: _eightfold way_

13.  In the world of insurance, what word describes the periodic payment that is needed to keep a policy active?

answer: _premium_

14.  Most of John Grisham's novels involve intrigue and deception, but which of his novels is a reflective look at America's favorite pastime, baseball?

ANSWER: _ _Bleachers_ _

15.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. Most planets in the solar system have one or more moons.  What are the only two planets in our solar system that have no moons?

ANSWER: _Mercury_ and _Venus_

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  In which Toni Morrison novel is an adolescent black girl obsessed by white standards of beauty?

ANSWER: _ _The Bluest Eye_ _ 

1B. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is x-cubed minus y-cubed, factored completely?

ANSWER: _(x - y) (x2 + xy + y2)_ NOTE: accept in either order

2A.  Ronald Reagan's SDI program was nicknamed "Star Wars" by its opponents. What do the letters SDI stand for?

answer: _Strategic Defense Initiative_

2B.  The Romany language is spoken by -- what nomadic people who call themselves the Roma (ROH-muh)? 

ANSWER: _Gypsy_ (or _Gypsies_, DO NOT ACCEPT Travelers, Irish Travelers or Tinkers) 

3A.  Which actress has played Sara, Sam, and Alice in the 2004 films "Cold Mountain," "Garden State," and "Closer" respectively, thus keeping her busy in the months leading up to "Star Wars: Episode III"?

ANSWER:  Natalie _Portman_

3B.  Which of Henry VIII's wives was executed for having adulterous affairs with Thomas Culpeper and Francis Durham?

answer: _Catherine Howard_ [prompt on Catherine]

4A. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Give the balanced equation of sodium reacting with water, yielding sodium hydroxide and a gas.

ANSWER: _2Na + 2H2O yields 2NaOH + H2_

4B.  Increased sales at Victoria's Secret and Bath & Body Works helped boost profits at -- what retailer that owns both chains?

answer: _Limited_ Brands Inc.

5A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A box contains 4 glazed, 3 creme-filled, and 2 lemon-filled doughnuts.  What is the probability, in reduced form, of picking at random a creme-filled doughnut, then without replacing it, picking at random a glazed doughnut?

ANSWER: _1/6_

5B.  Blood coming from the lungs and into the heart travels through vessels known as what?

ANSWER: _pulmonary veins_ [prompt on veins]

6A.  There are three primary germ layers in human embryos. Which one gives rise to blood vessels?

ANSWER: _mesoderm_

6B.  Albert Camus, Jean-Paul Sartre and Martin Heidigger were all associated with -- what philosophical movement that holds that one must be alive to create meaning?

answer: _existentialism_ or _existentialist_ philosophers

7A.  What nickname of Virginia was given by Charles II after the Stuart Restoration, for remaining loyal to the English Crown during the English Civil War?

answer: The _Old Dominion_

7B.  Originally named Mocha and LiveScript, what scripting language is commonly used in websites and helps create annoying pop-up windows?

answer: _JavaScript_ (do not accept Java, but do accept JScript)

8A.  Which reclusive Swedish actress of the 1920s and 1930s starred in the films "Ninotchka" and "The Grand Hotel"?

ANSWER:  Greta _Garbo_

8B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the y-coordinate of the point on the unit circle in the second quadrant where the x-coordinate is -sqrt(3) / 2? (negative square root of 3 over 2)

answer: _1/2_

9A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A box contains grapefruit such that by drawing three at random you have a 1/140 chance to get no good ones, a 18/140 chance to get one good one, a 66/140 chance to get two good ones, and a 55/140 chance to get three good ones.  What is the expected number of good grapefruits if three are drawn from the box?

ANSWER: _9/4_ (accept equivalents such as 315/140. The problem is solved by the equation (1/140 * 0) + (18/140 * 1) + (66/140 * 2) + (55/140 * 3), then reducing)

9B. _The Man of Property_, published in 1906, is the first of three novels in what trilogy written by Englishman John Galsworthy?

ANSWER: _The _ Forsyte Saga_ _

10A.  In the sentence "Just as advances in mathematics helped astronomers, so did high-speed computers," identify both parts of the correlative conjunction.

ANSWER: _ Just as, so _

10B.  What city is the second largest in Iraq and the country's largest port?

answer: _Basra_

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  He founded De Beers Consolidated Mines in 1888. He served as Prime Minister of the Cape Colony from 1890 to 1896. Who is this founder and namesake of a nation known today as Zimbabwe, and namesake of a very prestigious scholarship to study at Oxford?

answer: Cecil _Rhodes_

2.  Most gemstones are perfect mineral crystals. Which gemstone has a unique color, hardness of 9, a high density, a high market value and a composition within the corundum group?

ANSWER: _ruby_ [all other colors are called sapphire]

3.  Her autobiography is titled _Dust Tracks on a Road_ and she collaborated with Langston Hughes on the play _Mule Bone_. Name this Florida-born African-American writer perhaps best known for her second novel, _Their Eyes Were Watching God_.

ANSWER: Zora Neale _ Hurston _

4.  This conglomerate is seeking to split up in 2005, into 2 to 4 units. What is this conglomerate that owns a majority of Kraft Foods and the tobacco producer Philip Morris?

answer: the _Altria_ Group, Inc. (prompt on Kraft or Philip Morris)

5.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the arcsine of negative one half, expressed as a fourth quadrant angle?

ANSWER: _330 degrees or -30 degrees_ (accept -1/6pi or 11/6pi)

6.  This 1884 work caused such a scandal for its creator that he had to move from Paris to London.  Against a brownish background with a piece of furniture at left, the title woman is dressed in a black gown, turning with a look of disdain toward her left.  Identify this portrait of a woman who was the wife of Pierre Gautreau, the most famous work of John Singer Sargent, and not a portrait of the wife of Black activist Malcolm Little. 

ANSWER:  Portrait of _Madame X_ (accept _Madame Gautreau_ until mentioned)

7.  Lots of amphibians breathe with lungs, such as the frogs. But why are reptiles considered to be the first true land animals?

ANSWER: _they reproduce on land_ or _they lay eggs on land_ (accept equivalents)

8.  A Chickasaw Indian chief and a slave were supposedly the parents of Sam Fathers in what William Faulkner short story about a boy going on his first big hunt?

ANSWER: _ "The Bear" _

9.  Who said the following words on July 9, 1896, to the Democratic National Convention: "You shall not press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns, you shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold?"

answer: William Jennings _Bryan_

10.  He wrote sixteen operettas, included "The Gypsy Baron" and "The Bat," or "Die Fledermaus."  His father, who composed "The Radetzky March," did not want his son to follow suit as a musician, but this man ignored his father, performing in Viennese cafes.  Who was this Austrian king of waltzes such as "Roses from the South," "Tales of the Vienna Woods," and "The Beautiful Blue Danube"?

ANSWER:  _Johann Strauss_ Jr. (accept Johann Strauss the Younger)

11.  Consumption plus investment plus government spending plus exports minus imports. This is a quick formula for determining -- what measure of national income?

answer: _gross domestic product_ or _GDP_ (accept gross national product or GNP)

12.  The name's the same: an edible starchy tuberous root of various plants used as a staple food in tropical areas and the Canaanite god of the sea and inland waters represented as a dragon. This food name is often incorrectly applied to sweet potatoes in the U.S.

ANSWER: _ Yam _

13.  He got his start on the short-lived Fox series "Freshman Dorm" and the forgettable film "My Boyfriend's Back," but in 1994 he landed the role of Charlie, the oldest Salinger child who had to take care of his orphaned siblings in "Party of Five."  What actor had little work in this century until he landed the central role as Dr. Jack on "Lost"?

ANSWER:  Matthew _Fox_ 

14.  In 215 BC, Archimedes used his siege engines to help defend this city against a Roman siege. What is this city that in 415 BC, was unsuccessfully besieged by the Athenians, marking the end of their power?

answer: _Syracuse_

15.  It is the process of creating a group or groups of cells identical to each other and to the original from which they came. What process produces such a line of cells, which was used in 1996 to create the sheep, Dolly?

ANSWER: _cloning_

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  This river begins about 200 miles southeast of Saint Petersburg and flows through the cities formerly known as Stalingrad and Gorki, emptying into the Caspian Sea near Astrakhan. What is this Russian river, the longest in Europe?

answer: _Volga_ River

2.  Oceanus was their grandfather, while a nymph named Electra was their mother.  They were named Ocypete (oh-SIH-puh-tee), Podarge (poh-DAR-gee), and Aello (ay-ELL-oh), and they were sent by Zeus to take Phineus's food away because that king predicted the future too accurately.  Identify this group of three monsters who had the head of a woman and the body of a vulture.

ANSWER:  _harpies_

3.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The population mean score is 105, with a standard deviation of 16.  What is the z-score for a data element with score of 118?

ANSWER: _.8125_

4.  Although they have lost almost everything, they are so resourceful at constructing a life for themselves that when rescue comes, they decline to leave their refuge and happy life. In what novel do a minister, his wife, and their four sons become castaways on an island in the East Indies?

ANSWER: _ _Swiss Family Robinson_ _

5.  At what point, given a particular temperature and pressure, may three states of a compound coexist?

ANSWER: _triple_ point
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