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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  This weapon was similar to a medieval catapult in Roman times in that it threw stones. However, they could not hurl stones as far as a catapult. So, by the Middle Ages -- what weapon had evolved into a giant crossbow?

answer: _ballista_

2.  The monk Bodhidharma [boh-dee-DAR-muh] is considered the founder of this sect that teaches that enlightenment must first occur in the follower's mind. What is this fusion of Mahayana Buddhism and Taoism, most popular in Japan?

answer: _Zen_ Buddhism

3.  It is the most frequently used stanzaic form used in European verse. What is this term that refers to a stanza containing four lines in any meter or rhyme scheme?

ANSWER: _ Quatrain _

4.  His works combine black humor and fantasy to depict human alienation in the chaos of modern society. Name this American novelist whose works include _V_, _The Crying of Lot 49_ and what is considered his masterpiece, _Gravity's Rainbow_.

ANSWER: Thomas _ Pyncheon _

5.  This zoologist was known for field studies of the rare mountain gorilla in east central Africa. Name this American who was murdered in 1985 at the research center she established in Rwanda and who wrote the book _Gorillas in the Mist_, a chronicle of her observations of three generations of mountain gorillas.

ANSWER: Dian _ Fossey _

6.  What French word means “never” when paired with "ne" [neh]?

ANSWER: _jamais_ [ZHAH-may]

7.  The virus that causes mumps can only live in a set of glands found in the neck area. What is that set of glands?

ANSWER: _salivary_ glands

8.  On November 10, 2004, he made his return to ESPN Radio after an absence of several months.  Even during that time, he kept himself busy with his books that are the basis for the Jason Alexander comedy "Listen Up," and his TV show co-hosted with Michael Wilbon.  Who is this _Washington Post_ columnist and host of "PTI," or "Pardon the Interruption"?

ANSWER:  Tony _Kornheiser_ 

9.  In 1800, what slave in Richmond attempted to start a rebellion with 1100 slaves?

answer: Gabriel _Prosser_ 

10.  Sirius, the brightest star in the sky, has a smaller companion star of a different type.  What is the name for stars that may have comparable masses to the Sun but are much smaller in diameter, have higher surface temperatures, and are more luminous per square meter of their surface?

ANSWER: _white dwarf_

11.  Its angle depends on the speed of the particles causing it and emits bluish light.  Discovered in 1934 by its Russian namesake, name this phenomenon that is the optical equivalent of a sonic boom.

ANSWER: _Cerenkov_ radiation

12.  Parts of it were dug out in 1400 BC and 1817 AD, revealing the chest and front paws. The entirety of this sculpture was dug out in 1925. The Pharoah Chephren [keh-FREN] constructed what sculpture that places his head on the body of a lion? 

answer: the Great _Sphinx_ of Giza

13.  This novel, published in 1979, is set in the late 1940s and is about a beautiful and guilt-ridden Polish refugee who, while a prisoner at Auschwitz, was forced to choose which of her two children would survive and which would die. Name this work by William Styron.

ANSWER: _ _Sophie's Choice_ _ 

14.  The organist Christian Gottlob Neefe employed this man as an assistant.  He also studied under Joseph Haydn, who believed this composer to be an atheist, yet he had a priest read last rites at his deathbed in 1826.  Who was this composer of the Diabelli Variations, the song "Adelaide," the "Archduke" piano trio, the "Emperor" piano concerto, and the "Moonlight" Sonata?

ANSWER:  Ludwig van _Beethoven_

15. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the parabola y = x2 + 4x + 3, expressed in standard "hk" form?

ANSWER: _y = (x + 2)2 - 1 _

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What leader of the Kingdom of Shu during China's Three Kingdom era had the legendary lieutanants Zhang Fei and Guan Yu?

answer: _Liu Bei_ [lee-OO bay]

1B.  Which city is home to both the Grand Ole Opry and the Country Music Hall of Fame?

ANSWER:  _Nashville_

2A.  _The Third of May, 1808_; _Liberty Leading the People_; and _The Hay Wain_ are all paintings rendered in what perceptive, emotional early nineteenth century style, diametrically opposed to Neoclassicism?

ANSWER:  _Romanticism_

2B. "The time you won your town the race / We chaired you through the market place;" are the opening lines of what A.E. Housman poem?

ANSWER: _ "To an Athlete Dying Young" _

3A.  "A damsel with a dulcimer / In a vision once I saw: / It was an Abyssinian maid, / And on her dulcimer she played, / Singing of Mount Abora." These are lines from what Samuel Taylor Coleridge poem?

ANSWER: _ "Kubla Khan" _ 

3B.  The battles of Rossbach and Leuthen [LOYT-hen], fought in 1757, were the greatest victories for what Prussian king?

answer: _Frederick the Great_ or _Frederick II_

4A. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the oxidation number of sulfur in H2SO4?

ANSWER: _plus 6_

4B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In a 30-60-90 triangle, in which the hypotenuse is s, what is the longer leg's length?

ANSWER: _s-halves square roots of three_ {(s * sqrt(3)) / 2} (accept equivalents)

5A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Maurice ran the 110 meter hurdles in 13.25 seconds.  Carl ran the same event in 12.91 seconds.  How much faster was the second runner's time, rounded to the nearest tenth of a second? 

ANSWER: _.3_ seconds (NOTE: not .4, rounding always comes last)

5B.  Name the high-velocity wind that occurs at the tropopause, migrates northward during summer and southward during winter, and is a major influence on the weather patterns in the United States.

ANSWER: _jet stream_

6A.  In James Fennimore Cooper's _Leatherstocking Tales_, Leather-Stocking is an alternate name for what main character?

ANSWER: _ Natty Bumpo _

6B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the solutions to x squared minus x minus 6 equals zero?

ANSWER: _x = -2, x = 3_

7A.  What type of veto, available to many governors but not the President, is used to veto parts of bills but not the entire bill?

answer: _line-item_ veto

7B.  What medieval philosopher is best known for the masterpiece, Summa Theologica [thee-oh-LAW-jih-kuh]?

answer: St. _Thomas Aquinas_ [ah-KWEYE-nus]

8A.  The nervous and hormonal systems interact in which part of the human brain?

ANSWER: _hypothalamus_

8B.  What is the term for heating metal to a certain temperature and then cooling it suddenly in a water or oil bath to improve its properties? It is often used in steel alloys.

ANSWER: _Temper(ing) _

9A.  A British regulator shutting down a plant of the San Francisco-based Chiron [KYE-ron] Corporation led to -- what shortage?

answer: _flu (or influenza) vaccine_ or _flu shots_

9B.  The pascal is a unit of what physical quantity?

ANSWER: _pressure_

10A. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A moving van weighs 5 tons when completely loaded.  How many ounces would 10 loaded moving vans weigh?

ANSWER: _1.6 million_ (1,600,000, 1.6 times 10^6, etc.)

10B.  The Battle of Hampton Roads was fought on March 9, 1862, between what two historic ironclad ships?

answer: USS _Monitor_ / USS _Merrimack_ or CSS _Virginia_
Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  He was Prime Minister of Israel from 1996 to 1999 before being defeated by Ehud Barak. Who is this man that is now Ariel Sharon's main rival within the Likud Party?

answer: Benjamin _Netenyahu_

2.  Name the English poet known for these "quotable quotes":  "A little learning is a dangerous thing," "For fools rush in where angels fear to tread," and "Hope springs eternal in the human breast." He was a disciple of John Dryden and summed up the principles that governed his writing and influenced a whole school of poetry in _An Essay on Criticism_.

ANSWER: Alexander _ Pope _

3. When sulfur dioxide is dissolved in water, what acid with formula H2SO3 is the result?

ANSWER: _sulfurous_ acid (NOT sulfuric acid)

4.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A volleyball player has 30 kills and 82 digs.  At that ratio, how many kills will she have when she reaches 123 digs?

ANSWER: _45_

5.  What founder of the city of Quebec also discovered a New England lake that is today named for him?

answer: Samuel de _Champlain_

6.  Charles Lindbergh was the first to win this award, doing so in 1927. The title was made gender-neutral in 1999, and the most recent winner was The American Soldier. What is this award given to "the man, woman, couple, group, idea, place or machine that for better or worse has most influenced events in the preceding year," by Time magazine?

answer: Time _Person of the Year_ or Time _Man of the Year_

7.  Born on June 13, 1946 in Wessex County, Massachusetts, his adult size is 6-foot-3 and 250 pounds.  One may be amazed that he grew to adulthood, however, as he supposedly drowned in 1957.  His mother Pamela died in 1979, but not after killing several camp counselors in his name.  Who is this villain of horror films who has murdered numerous people primarily in the Crystal Lake area, usually while wearing a hockey mask?

ANSWER:  _Jason_ Voorhies

8.  What genetic disorder traced through the descendants of Queen Victoria is still around today?

ANSWER: _hemophilia_

9.  What term do psychologists use to describe the emotion, thought and behavior patterns that are unique to an individual, and can occur in Type A and Type B varieties?

answer: _personality_

10.  While still in high school, he was active as a preacher in a small revivalist church and wrote the play _The Amen Corner_. Later works include a collection of essays, _Notes of a Native Son_, and the novel _The Fire Next Time_. Name this African-American writer whose first and perhaps finest novel was _Go Tell It on the Mountain_.

ANSWER: James Arthur _ Baldwin _

11.  He was fascinated by Russian literature, as evident in his film adaptations of Dostoevsky's _The Idiot_ and Gorky's _The Lower Depths_.  He used over 1400 extras and built a multi-million dollar castle for his film "Ran," while the movie "Yojimbo" included his signature actor, Toshiro Mifune (mih-FOO-nay).  Name this man responsible for "Rashomon," Japan's foremost director.

ANSWER:  Akira _Kurosawa_ 

12.  This character of English folklore came to London and did not do well. As he was ready to leave London, what boy was told by the Bow Bells of London, "Turn again, (BLANK), / Lord Mayor of London?"

answer: _Dick Whittington_

13.  In 1983, the ARPAnet changed its protocol suite from NCP, or the Network Control Program, to -- what protocol stack on which nearly all Internet applications run?

answer: _TCP/IP_ or _Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol_

14.  Since this European nation only legalized divorce in 1995 and still bars abortion, it is an unlikely candidate to allow same-sex marriage. What is this nation that, despite its Catholic heritage, will be hearing a court case about same-sex marriage?

answer: Republic of _Ireland_

15.  Sikkim [sih-KEEM], Gujarat [goo-JAH-rat], Punjab [poon-JAHB] and West Bengal are all states in -- what country?

answer: _India_

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  Augustus built an altar in the Senate devoted to this goddess in 29 BCE.  She also had a temple on the Palatine Hill that was built in 294 BCE, and was said to be the daughter of Pallas and Styx.  Who was this Roman goddess of triumph, the equivalent of the Greek goddess Nike, and the namesake of a nineteenth-century British queen?

ANSWER:  _Victoria_ (accept "Nike" until "Roman")

2.  Despite its name, it is actually a 50,000-square mile plateau, and is the only major highland region between the Appalachians and the Rocky Mountains. What is this region of northwestern Arkansas and southwestern Missouri?

answer: _Ozark_ Mountains

3.  They were the first group of green land plants and include mosses and liverworts. What is the group name of these plants?

ANSWER: _Bryophytes_ 

4.  A verb may vary in form to show what we call properties. Person, number, mood and tense are four of those properties. What is the fifth?

ANSWER: _ Voice _ 

5.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the geometric mean of 9 and 4?

answer: _6_

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

