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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  His earliest experiments involved the specific heats of substances. He discovered the properties of hydrogen and determined its specific gravity. His most celebrated work, however, was the discovery of the composition of water. Who is this British chemist?

ANSWER:  Henry _ Cavendish _

2.  Track number eight, "In My Life," has a clear calypso influence, while the tenth track, "Nobody Knows," is a collaboration with Anthony Hamilton.  Ronald Isley helps out on the song "She Don't Know My Name," while Jaheim contributed to the first single off of it, "My Place."  Current chart-topper "Over and Over" can also be found on which 2004 Nelly album, the companion to the more up-tempo _Sweat_?

ANSWER:  _Suit_

3.  This poem was based on the experiences of the Swiss patriot Francois (fran-swah) de Bonnivard, who was imprisoned for six years because he refused to acknowledge the sovereignty of his temporal lord. Four of those years were spent in the dungeon of a castle before members of his own party released him. What is this poem written by Lord Byron?

ANSWER: "The _ Prisoner of Chillon" _

4.  This political party was founded in 1992 as the U.S Taxpayers Party but changed its name in 1999. It mixes a libertarian view of economic policy, save for opposition to free trade and immigration, and a conservative view of social issues. What is this party that ran Michael Peroutka for President in 2004?

answer: United States _Constitution_ Party

5.  After losing his bid for re-election at the Democratic convention, he was said to have quipped, "There's nothing left to do but get drunk." He died in Concord, New Hampshire, in 1869, from cirrhosis, 12 years after ending his term. Who was this President that made the Gadsden Purchase and signed the Kansas-Nebraska Act during his term?

answer: Franklin _Pierce_

6.  The protagonist Charles Strickland is a London stockbroker who renounces his wife, children, and business in order to paint. In Paris, he woos and wins a friend's wife away just so he can paint her. When she kills herself, he seems unaffected but leaves Paris and settles in Tahiti. Name this W. Somerset Maugham novel that is loosely based on the life of the artist Paul Gauguin (gaw-gan).

ANSWER: _The _ Moon and Sixpence_ _

7.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A savings account earns 5.5% simple annual interest.  How much interest will a $4000 principal earn in six years?

ANSWER: _$1320.00_

8.  This British King was the last Catholic king of England, and ruled between 1685 and 1688. What British monarch was removed from the throne during the Glorious Revolution and replaced with William III and Mary II?

answer: _James II_

9.  It has two parts: Darwin is an open-source UNIX-like environment and Aqua is a proprietary GUI. Cheetah, Puma, Jaguar, Panther and Tiger were the code names of successive versions of -- what latest version of the Macintosh's operating system?

answer: Macintosh (Mac) _OS X_ [you can pronounce it either o-s ten or o-s-x] 

10.  Despite the loss of one of the family members in Colorado's Senate race, Canadian brewer Molson will still be merging with -- what brewery based in Golden, Colorado?

answer: _Coors_

11.  NBC broadcast the television premiere of this opera on Christmas Eve 1951.  Inspired by Hieronymus Bosch's painting _The Adoration of the Magi_, this one-act work depicts the reception of the Three Wise Men by the other title character, a crippled boy.  Identify this holiday-themed opera by Gian-Carlo Menotti.

ANSWER  _"Amahl and the Night Visitors"_

12.  What type of bond is found between the atoms of calcium in a crystal of calcium?

ANSWER: _metallic_ bonds

13.  Spelled one way, it mans a small container, usually with a closure, especially for liquids. Spelled another way, it means loathsome or disgusting. What is this four-letter word?

ANSWER: _ Vial _ or _ vile _

14.  Research scientist Rosalind Franklin initiated pioneering work on what famous molecule?

ANSWER: _DNA_

15.  His story is told in his autobiography, Seven Pillars of Wisdom, and was also told in a film starring Peter O'Toole as this man. Who was this British colonel that assisted the Arab Revolt of 1916?

answer: Thomas Edward (T.E.) _Lawrence_ (accept "Lawrence of Arabia")

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Barbra Streisand and Dustin Hoffman will co-star as Ben Stiller's mother and father in what sequel to the film "Meet the Parents"?

ANSWER:  _"Meet the Fockers"_

1B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 12.8 divided by 0.4?

ANSWER: _32_

2A. _The Passing of Arthur_ is part of what series of poems written by Alfred Lord Tennyson?

ANSWER: _ _Idylls of the King_ _

2B.  What 1434 painting by Jan van Eyck (IKE) shows a merchant from Lucca getting married to a pregnant woman dressed in green?

ANSWER:  The _Arnolfini Wedding_ (or The _Arnolfini Marriage_)

3A.  How many gons, or gradians, are there in a full circle?

answer: _400_ 

3B.  What three words refer to the two roads between Kuwait and Basra on which 2000 Iraqi Army vehicles were destroyed by US Air Force planes during the first Gulf War?

answer: _Highway of Death_

4A.  As blood leaves the heart through the Aorta and travels down the dorsal Aorta, what specific artery will take blood into the kidneys?

ANSWER: _renal_ artery

4B.  From what Walt Whitman poem do the following lines come? "Born here of parents born here from parents the same, and their parents the same, / I, now thirty-seven years old in perfect health begin, / Hoping to case not till death."

ANSWER: _ Song of Myself _

5A.  What five-letter word describes a transaction that reduces the risk of another investment, or a fund that doesn't need to follow the same rules as mutual funds?

answer: _hedge_

5B.  Meteorologists can track the movement of a storm using only measurements of pressure and wind speed.  Within the body of a cyclone, where are the air pressure and wind speed lowest?

ANSWER: the _center_ or _eye_

6A.  What Greek letter is usually used to represent wavelength?

ANSWER: _lambda_

6B.  What Maryland woman easily won re-election to the US Senate over Republican E.J. Pipkin?

answer: Barbara _Mikulski_

7A.  Who served as Lord Protector of England from 1653 to 1658 after winning the English Civil War?

answer: Oliver _Cromwell_

7B.  What third-declension noun means "brother" in Latin?

ANSWER: _frater_ [FRAH-ter]

8A. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the difference f of x minus f of three over the difference x minus three { (f(x) - f(3))/(x-3) }, if f of x equals x-cubed, expressed in simplified form? 

ANSWER: _x2 + 3x + 9_ (the difference is simply (x3 - 27) / (x-3), which can be reduced easily)

8B.  What state is the only state in the country which *declined* in population between 2000 and 2003, some of whose towns include Minot [MEE-noh], Dickinson and Grand Forks?

answer: _North Dakota_

9A.  Identify the gerund phrase in the sentence "Opening the door at seven o'clock every morning is just part of my new job."

ANSWER: _ "Opening the door at seven o'clock every morning" _ (do not accept just _Opening_ since it asked for the phrase)

9B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How much water, in liters, must be added to 0.5 liters of 6 molar HCl to make it 2 molar?

ANSWER: _1_ liter

10A.  Who was the only son of Solomon and the last king of the united Israelite kingdom?

answer: _Rehoboam_ [ree-hoh-BOH-um]

10B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A savings account earns 5.5% simple annual interest.  How much interest will $4000 principal earn in one year?

ANSWER: _$220_

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  Upon being elected Pope, he was said to have asked people, "why did they pick me?" He was already in ill health when elected in 1978, and died only 33 days after his election. Who was this Pope that preceded John Paul II?

answer: _John Paul I_ 

2.  After the 1920 Amritsar Massacre, he became a supporter of independence. He used economic tactics, such as boycotts of British goods, to complement his famous peaceful resistance. In 1948, a Hindu fanatic assassinated -- what founding father of Indian independence?

answer: Mohandas _Gandhi_ (or Mahatma Gandhi)

3.  When DNA reproduces itself, only certain bases can pair. What base always pairs with the base called thymine?

ANSWER: _adenine_

4.  Identify the author of the short story from which this quotation is taken:  "Then I seen Memphis. I knowed I was right this time, It was standing up into the air. It looked like about a dozen whole towns bigger than Jefferson was set up on one edge in a field, standing up into the air higher than any hill in all Yok-na-pa-taw-pha County."

ANSWER: William _ Faulkner _ the story is "Two Soldiers"

5.  Born in February 2001, he was named after Mildred McNair, the mother of co-owner Pat Chapman.  John Servis took over his training in 2003, but a near-fatal skull fracture derailed his debut at Philadelphia Park for several months.  Identify this winner of the 2004 Kentucky Derby and Preakness, whose unbeaten record was lost when he fell to Birdstone at the Belmont Stakes.

ANSWER:  _Smarty Jones_

6.  He was the only person ever elected to the US Senate as a write-in candidate. Despite switching from Democrat to Republican in 1964, he won eight terms as US Senator. Who was this long-lived Senator from South Carolina that died in June 2003 at the age of 100?

answer: Strom _Thurmond_

7.  Light filters in from the top right of this 1818 painting, illuminating red curtains.  One of the figures depicted bribed the artist to show him standing with his foot on top of one of his main rivals.  What is this work by John Trumbull that can be found on the back of the two-dollar bill, showing a pivotal event from 1776?

ANSWER:  Signing of the _Declaration of Independence_

8.  Verbs used as nouns and nouns used as verbs; words run together and words broken into fragments even smaller than syllables; underpunctuation followed by clusters of punctuation marks; a fondness for spelling proper names in lower case. These are the poetic signatures of what eccentric American poet whose first volume of poems, _Tulips and Chimneys_, was published in 1921?

ANSWER: E(dward) E(stlin)  _ Cummings _

9.  What four-letter word can be associated with the following words:  window, wood, water, and bush, and is also the name of a female character in Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath?

ANSWER: _ Rose _ (rose window, rosewood, rosewater, rosebush and Rose of Sharon)

10.  Waves build to greater heights given a higher wind velocity and a larger area over which the wind can act.  What is the name for the length of open water that is available to generate waves, similar to what a dog might do when chasing a stick through the waves?

ANSWER: _fetch_

11.  _Drums in the Night_ was one of his early successes. Name this German poet, playwright and theatrical reformer who wrote _Mother Courage and Her Children_ and _The Caucasian Chalk Circle_.

ANSWER: Bertolt _ Brecht _ (brekt)

12.  He was known as the "bull-horned god" because he often took the form of a bull.  His followers were called maenads; they tore King Pentheus of Thebes limb from limb because they thought he was a lion.  What son of the mortal Semele (SEH-muh-lee), known as Bacchus in the Roman pantheon, is the Greek god of vegetation and wine?

ANSWER:  _Dionysus_ (accept "Bacchus" until mentioned) 

13.  He worked with George Gamow on the rules of beta decay and was said to be the inspiration for Dr. Strangelove.  Name this Hungarian-born physicist known as the father of the hydrogen bomb.

ANSWER: Edward _Teller_

14.  This town of about 5,000 people is located at the intersection of Routes 211 and 340 in the Shenandoah Valley. What is this town, the county seat of Page County and the home to the famous "Caverns?"

answer: _Luray_

15.  What name is given to a quadrilateral with two adjacent sides being congruent to each other, and the other two sides also being congruent to each other, and is shared by a popular March toy?

answer: _kite_

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  After he graduated from Bowdoin (boe-dwan) College in 1825, he returned to the little "chamber under the eaves" of an ancient house in Salem, Massachusetts, where he read, wrote, and pondered for twelve years. He was unhappy with most of his early efforts at writing, burning most of it. Who is this author whose earliest literary success came with the publication of his first collection of stories, _Twice-Told Tales_?

ANSWER: Nathaniel _ Hawthorne _

2.  Dominion Resources is looking to build a new nuclear plant along the shores of -- what Central Virginia lake that was built in the 1970s to serve as a water coolant for nuclear plants built then?

answer: Lake _Anna_ (accept North Anna before "lake" is said)

3.  Samuel Osgood was the first holder of this Cabinet position and Winton M. Blount was the last person to hold this position as a part of the Cabinet. The position was not abolished -- it was simply demoted from Cabinet status and its selection given to a Board of Governors. John Potter is the current occupant of -- what position important to all mailmen?

answer: United States _Postmaster General_

4.  Bony fish have five fins. They are -- pelvic, pectoral, dorsal, caudal, and -- what other fin found on the rear of the fish?

ANSWER: _anal_ fin

5.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sixth root of 64?

ANSWER: _2_
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