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Match #6


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1. 
"Everything's wrong, / Days are too long, / Sunshine's too hot, / Wind is too strong. / Clouds are too fluffy, / Grass is too green, / Ground is too dusty, / Sheets are too clean." These are the opening lines of the poem "Mr. Grupledump's Song," written by the man who gave us the prose works The Giving Tree and The Missing Piece and poetry collections including Where the Sidewalk Ends. Name him.

ANSWER: Shel Silverstein 

2. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor x2 plus 16x plus 63.

ANSWER:  (x + 7) times (x + 9)
3.  
In the first verse, the title character of this song is described as having a baby by Busta Rhymes and once having had a relationship with Usher. In the second verse, the title character is described as having 'got you for 18 years' if she has your kid. In the third verse, her boyfriend has apparently left her for a white girl. This occurs in what song featuring Jamie Foxx that hit Number One in September 2005 for Kanye West?

ANSWER: Gold Digger
4. 
 Jubal Early may have burned down Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, in revenge for the June 1864 burning of this college's campus. It is the only military school in the country whose students have ever fought as a unit, doing so at the May 1864 Battle of New Market. What is this public university located in Lexington, Virginia?

ANSWER: Virginia Military Institute or VMI
5.  
The heaviest of this group of metals is lutetium. Europium, samarium and erbium are other examples of what class of rare earth metals, lighter than the actinides?

ANSWER:  lanthanides
6.  
In the 1920s, this language's alphabet was changed from a modified Arabic alphabet to a modified Latin alphabet and hundreds of Arab or Persian words were purged from the language. What is this language that has much changed from the days of the Ottoman Empire?

ANSWER: Turkish
7.  
What programming language contains commands such as INSERT, UPDATE, COMMIT, ROLLBACK and SELECT, and is usually used to interface with a database management system?

ANSWER: Structured Query Language or SQL [can be pronounced see-quel]

8. 
Mr. Harley Quin and The Man in the Brown Suit are two characters created by what English writer who also created the Beresfords, Miss Marple, and Hercule (her-kyool) Poirot (poy-ro)?

ANSWER: Agatha Christie or accept Lady Mallawan

9.  
It was opened in 1975, and initially featured the Lion Country Safari, from which it gets its name. In 1993, it was purchased by its current owners, who added a number of movie-themed rides and attractions. It has twelve roller coasters, including the Rebel Yell, and a miniature replica of the Eiffel Tower. What is this theme park near Richmond that is owned by Paramount? 

ANSWER: Paramount's Kings Dominion
10.  
During the past year she has been carrying on an affair with her teenage gardener John Rowland. Her husband Carlos replaced her birth control with sugar pills and she is now pregnant as her show enters its second season. Who is this Latina played by Eva Longoria on the TV show Desperate Housewives?

ANSWER: Gabrielle Solis

11.  
This group detested Joshua Reynolds and his work, calling him "Sir Sloshua".  They instead vowed to return to the vibrant colors and emotion found in fifteenth century Italian painting.  Students William Holman Hunt and John Everett Millais [mih-LAY] co-founded what somewhat avant-garde art movement in the mid-nineteenth century, along with Dante Gabriel Rossetti?

ANSWER:  Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood
12.  
In 1934, when this organization was first created, its insurance limit was $2,500. Later that year, the first saver was reimbursed after a bank failure. By 1980, the insurance limit had reached $100,000, where it remains today. What is this independent agency of the federal government that ensures customers get at least partially reimbursed when a bank fails?

ANSWER: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or FDIC
13.  
What blood type without antigens is the universal donor?

ANSWER:  O
14. 
Between 1796 and 1805, he fought several battles against rebellious rulers in India, and was assigned to fight French forces in Spain between 1807 and 1813, eventually pushing French forces out of Spain and invading France itself. However, it was not until 1815 that his greatest victory would come, as well as a term as Prime Minister between 1828 and 1830. Who was this British general, the winner at Waterloo?

ANSWER: Arthur Wellesley or Duke of Wellington
15. 
It can refer to a hand tool used to exert an implosive force by striking, the original stage name for Stanley Kirk Burrell, and the nickname of Charles Martel. What is this six-letter word?

ANSWER: hammer
Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  
What island's Aceh [ah-CHAY] province was the hardest hit by the December 2004 tsunami?

ANSWER: Sumatra
1B.  
What Virginia county is home to the Dahlgren Naval Surface Warfare Center and is located to the west of the Northern Neck region?

ANSWER: King George County

2A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the average of 12, 18, 3, 7, 14, 16, 22, and 28?

ANSWER:  15
2B.  
The islets of Langerhans are part of what organ?

ANSWER:  pancreas
3A. 
Name the Alfred Lord Tennyson dramatic monologue that shares its name with a James Joyce novel.

ANSWER: "Ulysses"
3B.  
One-half times the quantity 1 plus the square root of 5 is defined as what important number in geometry that is often used in architecture?

ANSWER:  golden ratio or golden mean

4A.  
What Pennsylvania statesman is known for both his Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania and his opposition to the Declaration of Independence?

ANSWER: John Dickinson
4B.  
Which composer was in the same Masonic Lodge as Franz Josef Haydn, using that experience to influence his opera "The Magic Flute"?

ANSWER:  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
5A.  
The F in an F5 or F6 tornado stands for what scale used to measure the damage brought by tornadoes?

ANSWER: Fujita scale

5B. 
Name the Stephen King novel about a tormented teenage girl gifted with telekinetic powers.

ANSWER: Carrie
6A. 
Name the poet who wrote "To a Louse."

ANSWER: Robert Burns
6B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is 36% of 750?

ANSWER:  270
7A.  
How many consecutive baseball games did Cal Ripken, Jr., play between May 30, 1982, and September 20, 1998?

ANSWER: 2,632
7B.  
What treaty signed in 1494 drew a line 370 miles west of the Cape Verde Islands, thus splitting the world between Spanish and Portuguese spheres of influence?

ANSWER: Treaty of Tordesillas
8A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What trigonometric ratio is the reciprocal of the sine?

ANSWER:  cosecant
8B.  
What goddess caused the Trojan War by throwing an apple marked 'To the Most Beautiful’ at the feet of Hera, Athena and Aphrodite?

ANSWER: Eris
9A.  
This man's namesake chain of stores was closed for good in 2000. Who was this businessman that invented mail-order catalogs but was later eclipsed by Sears and Roebuck? 

ANSWER: Aaron Montgomery Ward (Accept Montgomery Ward)

9B. 
What is the chemical formula for phosphoric acid?

ANSWER:  H3PO4
10A.  
What element's atomic number is 54?

ANSWER:  xenon
10B. 
What name is shared by a historical region of northwest India and northeast Pakistan and the wool from a goat of this region which is prized for its softness?

ANSWER: Kashmir or cashmere
Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  
The Ames test is used to determine how much of one a substance is.  Examples of them include mustard gas, benzene, x-rays, and UV radiation.  Name this term that means a substance that causes cancer.

ANSWER:  carcinogen (accept mutagen before cancer is mentioned)

2.  
In the US, it reached an all-time high of 665.9 billion dollars in 2004, breaking the previous record of $530.7 billion set in 2003. What is this term used to describe the shortfall between a country's amount of exports sold and imports bought? 

ANSWER: U.S. trade deficit
3.  
On January 1, 2005, this country's currency underwent a revaluation, removing it from the list of the world's least valued currencies. What is this country that replaced its lira, currently a candidate for admission to the European Union?

ANSWER: Turkey (Their currency was formerly the Lira, and is now known as the New Lira)

4. 
He was a metaphysicist who was known as both a pragmatist and a religious intellectual. Name this 13th-century man who wrote Treatise on Law, Treatise on Happiness, and his best-known work, Summa Theologica.

ANSWER:  St. Thomas Aquinas
5.  
Capri pants and flip-flops are now included in the relaxed dress code at this man's university, though shorts are still forbidden.  He drew additional ire from groups across the country after urging people to "vote Christian in 2008" in a fundraising letter.  Who is this man, founder of Lynchburg's Liberty University?

ANSWER: Rev. Jerry Falwell
6.  
For a thin spherical shell, it's 2/3 times MR squared; for a solid sphere, it's 2/5 times MR squared; and for a solid cylinder, it's 1/2 times MR squared.  Name this measure abbreviated I.

ANSWER:  moment of inertia (prompt on “inertia”)

7.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is 22% of 825?

ANSWER:  181.5 or 181 and 1/2 or 363/2
8.  
On June 29, 1941, he was named Hitler's successor and promoted to the highest military rank of the Third Reich. He was the highest-ranking Nazi tried at Nuremberg, cheating its judgment by committing suicide in his jail cell. Who was this founder of the Gestapo and the commander of the Luftwaffe during World War II?

ANSWER: Hermann Goering [GOH-ring]

9. 
None of the four men had slept for two days or two nights before getting in the ten-foot dinghy (ding-e) that was trying to get to shore near Mosquito Inlet Light off the Florida coast. Name this short story featuring the Cook, the Oiler, the Correspondent, and the Captain, which was written by Stephen Crane.

ANSWER:  "The Open Boat"
10.  
According to the Qur'an, it was built by Abraham and his son Ishmael. It is roughly cube-shaped, 50 feet high, 35 feet wide and 40 feet long. The Black Stone is one of its cornerstones and it is covered by a black silk cloth. What is this granite building in Mecca, the most holy site in Islam?

ANSWER: Kaaba (prompt on 'Black Stone' or 'Masjid al-Haram', the Black Stone is one of its cornerstones and the Masjid is the name of the mosque surrounding it.)

11. 
This scientist's motto was "Chance favors the prepared mind." His early studies involved separating tartaric acid crystals into right-hand and left-hand reflecting kinds. Who is this French scientist who is better known as the first to discover a cure for rabies?

ANSWER:  Louis Pasteur
12.  
With what scandal are the following people and things associated: the Boland Amendment, John Poindexter, Fawn Hall, Special Prosecutor Lawrence Welsh, arms-for-hostages and Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North?

ANSWER: Iran-Contra affair or scandal

13.  
It has an intercondylar (in-ter-KAWN-dih-ler) notch, a greater trochanter (TROH-kan-ter), a fovea capitis (kah-pih-TIS), and a lateral epicondyle (eh-pih-kawn-DILE).  The gluteus maximus attaches to what longest bone in the human body also known as the thighbone?

ANSWER:  femur (accept thighbone until it is said)

14. 
In what Ernest Hemingway short story, set in Italy after World War I, will you find a narrator, a former football player whose knee did not bend and whose leg dropped straight from his knee to his ankle without a calf; Major Maggiore (madj-e-or-a), who had been the greatest fencer in Italy; and a boy with no nose who wore a black silk handkerchief across his face?

ANSWER: "In Another Country"
15.  
It is about 60 square miles of desert that is contained within Nellis Air Force Base in Lincoln County, Nevada. There is a base at Groom Lake that does not appear on standard government maps. What is this place, the government's alleged location for storing crashed alien spacecraft?

ANSWER: Area 51
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is 864 divided by 32?

ANSWER:  27
2.  
Its dedication to two patrons, Prince Lobkowitz and Count Rasumovsky, appeared in the 1809 first printed edition.  It consists of four movements, the second of which is in A flat major, while the first and third are in the primary key of C minor.  Identify this work that premiered on the same night as the Pastoral Symphony, and is best known for its opening four notes.

ANSWER:  Beethoven's Fifth Symphony

3. 
In the sentence "Five hundred tired fans waited in line for three hours," identify the participle.

ANSWER: tired
4.  
By 1981, it had nine million members, and Wojciech [WOY-tsi-ek] Jaruzelski [wah-ROO-zel-skee] declared martial law, claiming he did so to forestall a Soviet invasion. The Gdansk shipyards saw the founding of what labor union, led by Lech Walesa, that created Poland's first post-Communist government?

ANSWER: Solidarity
5.  
It is about 18,000 miles long and 8,000 miles wide -- enough to swallow three Earth-sized planets! Although it is only half the size it was about 100 years ago, it has been consistently observed since 1665, a longetivity that is attributed to it being a violent atmospheric storm that doesn't get weakened by passing over land, as it exists over a gas giant. What is this prominent feature of Jupiter's southern hemisphere, notable for its color?

ANSWER: Great Red Spot
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

