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Match #16

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
Seven squads have participated in all fourteen seasons of this organization, founded in 1992 in order to take advantage of a deal with satellite network Sky TV.  Sponsored by Carling for eight years and currently by Barclays, it was won by Blackburn Rovers in 1995.  Identify this top flight in English soccer, won last year by Chelsea and eight times by Manchester United.

ANSWER:  FA Premier League (or Barclays Premiership or Barclays English Premier League)

2. 
Blood levels above 100 parts per billion of this pollutant result in symptoms such as reduced IQ and nausea, a condition also known as plumbism most often affecting children under age 12. Old paint and old gasoline are the most common sources of poisoning from what element?

ANSWER: lead
3. 
He was born Jacob Eberst, the son of a synagogue cantor.  His father and family took the surname by which he is known because a Napoleonic edict required that Jews take inheritable family names.  A cello player in the French Comic Opera and conductor of the French Theatre, who was this composer of The Grand Duchess of Gerolstein and Tales of Hoffmann?

ANSWER:  Jacques Offenbach
4. 
What is the superlative form of the quantative adjective little, as in "He ate little food that day”?

ANSWER: least
5. 
It was made from the pulpy stem of a plant of the same name. Hundreds of them have lasted over 4,000 years in the dry climate of Egypt. However, most of the ones brought to Rome and Greece have been decayed beyond restoration due to the humid climates there. What earliest form of paper was eventually replaced with the more durable and easily produced parchment? 

ANSWER: papyrus or papyri
6. 
What two English words are the English translation of the German words 'der Kopf' [DAYR KOHPF]?

ANSWER: the head [do not accept or prompt on 'head', as the question asks for two English words]

7. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In a fraction in simplest terms, what is 1/9 plus 1/5 plus 1/3?

ANSWER:  29/45
8. 
In humans, it's only 16.5 kilobases in length.  Name this type of DNA inherited maternally.

ANSWER:  mitochondrial DNA or mtDNA
9. 
The largest franchisee of this Winston-Salem company filed suit in late September 2005. A New York State criminal inquiry, an SEC probe into financial irregularities and a lawsuit by angry 401(k) holders are among the other non-delicious troubles this company faces. KKD is the stock symbol for what company that sells donuts?

ANSWER: Krispy Kreme Donuts

10. 
The British commander, Sir Edward Pakenham, ordered an attack even after realizing the ladders needed to storm the American ramparts had been forgotten. Further adding to the British confusion were Jean [ZHON] Lafitte's pirates, whose uniforms were also red. At what January 8, 1815, battle was Pakenham's 12,000-man army defeated by an American force half its size commanded by Andrew Jackson?

ANSWER: Battle of New Orleans
11. 
Identify the American short story, in which "the boy" is allowed to go on his first hunting trip in the month of November in the year he is ten years old in search of Old Ben. Among his hunting companions are Major de Spain, his father, his dog Nip, his mentor and teacher Sam Fathers, and General Compson. It was written by William Faulkner.

ANSWER: "The Bear"

12. 
What term is given to heat capacity per unit mass?

ANSWER:  specific heat
13. 
It names a lively dance in 3/4 time, a short, loose jacket, or a miniature ballet by Maurice Ravel (rah-vell). What is the six-letter word?

ANSWER: bolero
14. 
 A plebiscite is used to describe the 'elections' held in a dictatorship or a national election on whether to accept a new constitution or to make some fundamental change in government. What similar word describes a direct vote to determine government policy, such as approving a law or the recall of a government official?

ANSWER: referendum
15. 
Her actual first name is Nicole, and she once lived in a grass hut as a missionary in the Philippine jungle.  Discovered in Kelowna, British Columbia by the Ford Modeling Agency, she had a small role in the Stephen King miniseries Kingdom Hospital.  Who, however, was largely unknown until she landed the role of criminal Kate Austin on ABC's Lost?

ANSWER:  (Nicole) Evangeline Lilly
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  
April 5 saw the death of what author, most noted for writing The Adventures of Augie March?

ANSWER: Saul Bellow
1B. 
"My Last Duchess" by Robert Browning is an example of what type of poem, one written in the form of a speech of an individual character to an imaginary audience?

ANSWER: Dramatic monologue
2A. 
What surname is shared by the American architect who designed the Guggenheim museum and the African-American author who wrote about Bigger Thomas?

ANSWER: Wright (Frank Lloyd and Richard)

2B. 
What Romanian dictator was executed by firing squad on Christmas Day, 1989?

ANSWER: Nicolae Ceaucescu [CHOH-cheh-skoo]

3A.  
What chemical rule states that before a second electron can fill an orbital in a subshell, other orbitals in that subshell must have one electron?

ANSWER:  Hund's rule

3B.  
Which of Michaelangelo's statues has its subject portrayed with horns coming out of his head, due to a Biblical mistranslation?

ANSWER: Moses
4A.  
What name is given to the practice of buying stocks using money borrowed from the broker, a process that can lead to a 'call' being made?

ANSWER: buying on margin
4B. 
What device invented in 1846 measures wind velocity?

ANSWER: anemometer
5A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Marie has a $100 gift card. She sees a number of t-shirts she likes that are $15, but they are 30% off. How many t-shirts can she buy with the gift card?

ANSWER:  nine (T-shirts are $10.50 each, $100 / $10.50 equals 9.52)

5B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In a craps game, the player rolls a 4 in his first roll, or the point. If he rolls a 4 again, he wins, and if he rolls a 7, he loses. Out of 30 games where the point is a 4, how many games would the player expect to win?

ANSWER:  10 (the chance of getting a 4 is 1/12 and the chance of getting a 7 is 1/6.) 

6A.  
What phylum contains the flatworms?

ANSWER:  Platyhelminthes (plah-tee-hell-min-THEEZ)

6B.  
What is the second-highest mountain in the world?

ANSWER: K2 or Mount Godwin-Austen
7A.  
What band's albums have included Slippery When Wet, New Jersey, and the recently released Have a Nice Day?

ANSWER:  Bon Jovi
7B.  
What element's atomic number is 20?

ANSWER:  calcium
8A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the degree measure of an angle whose complement is 34 degrees?

ANSWER:  56 degrees
8B. 
Name the Englishman who wrote Lost Horizon and Goodbye, Mr Chips.

ANSWER:  James Hilton
9A. 
They are documents, letters, and references that inspire belief or trust and are often required to be shown before one is allowed entry into secure places. By what collective name are these papers known? 

ANSWER: credentials
9B.  
What servant to King Sugriva and companion to Rama in the Ramayana raises an army of monkeys to build a bridge from India to Lanka, allowing the hero to defeat the evil Ravana?

ANSWER:  Hanuman
10A. 
 Francis Gary Powers was flying what type of high-flying spy plane over the Soviet Union when he was shot down in 1960?

ANSWER: U-2
10B.  
A triangle with exactly two equal-length sides is called what?

ANSWER:  isosceles
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
It started in the Tang dynasty and was abolished by the Republic of China in 1911 in response to Western criticism of it as barbaric. Deformed extremities euphemistically known as 'lotus hooks' were the result of this practice that was performed only on the daughters of wealthy families. What is this custom that rendered its victims nearly unable to walk? 

ANSWER: foot binding
2. 
She was the daughter of Ithobaal [ih-THOH-bale] I of Tyre [TEER] and the wife of the Israelite king Ahab. She turned the Israelites away from God and towards worship of Baal, and was accused of abominations by the prophet Elijah. But she was pushed to her death out of her palace window on the order of Jehu [JAY-hoo]. Who is this woman that is today a synonym for any wicked woman?

ANSWER: Jezebel
3. 
Name the British literary character that smokes Shag cigarettes and keeps his tobacco in the toe of his Persian slipper. He lives in London at 221B Baker Street.

ANSWER: Sherlock Holmes
4. 
What name is given to the bones in both the fingers and toes?

ANSWER:  phalanges
5. 
Today, instead of lead, it uses copper or bismuth. What is this alloy that is over 90% tin, and was used in eating and drinking utensils until glass became common in the 19th century? 

ANSWER: pewter
6. 
Ricardo Montalban bragged about the rich leather of this type in the Chrysler New Yorker. Despite its name, it was rarely used in ancient Greece, but instead used more in ancient Rome and in the Classic revival. Columns that have acanthus leaves on their tops are indicative of what architectural order, named for a city located on the Isthmus [ISS-mus] separating the Peloponnese from the rest of Greece?

ANSWER: Corinthian order (accept Corinthian column)

7. 
In 1954, it was founded as Virginia's first two-year college, but by 1970 it had started awarding four-year degrees. In 1999, its name was changed to its current name. What is this college located in Southwest Virginia formerly known as Clinch Valley College, and whose sports teams are known as the Highland Cavaliers? 

ANSWER: University of Virginia-Wise or University of Virginia College at Wise (prompt on 'Clinch Valley College', accept 'UVA-Wise')

8. 
What part of the body is affected by plantar fasciitis (fas-see-EYE-tus)?

ANSWER:  foot or heel
9. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A corporate CFO is asked to cook the books. If he gets away with it, he will get a 50% raise. If he is caught, he will get a salary cut to zero. Assuming his salary was $500,000 to begin with and he has a 30% chance of getting caught, what is the average expected value of his salary?

ANSWER:  $525,000 ($750,000 * 70% + $0 * 30% = $525,000)

10. 
Lieutenant Hasbrouck and Colonel MacChesnay are two of the officers in his unit, but most readers are generally more familiar with the other soldiers in his unit: "The Tattered Man," "The Tall Soldier" and "The Loud Soldier." Name the protagonist of Stephen Crane's The Red Badge of Courage.

ANSWER: Henry Fleming  (prompt on just one name)

11. 
This novel, published in three volumes in 1881, is a study of Isabel Archer, a young American woman of great promise who travels to Europe and becomes a victim of her own provincialism. Name this Henry James work.

ANSWER: The Portrait of a Lady
12. 
According to Arawak legend, it was located in a land called Bimini, a land of prosperity somewhere to the north of their territory, possibly in the Bahamas. What was this legendary spring that Ponce de Leon was allegedly looking for when he discovered Florida, a spring whose waters could reduce age?

ANSWER: Fountain of Youth
13. 
Although he made extremely accurate observations of the heavens, he rejected most of Copernicus' heliocentric model and adhered to the geocentric model of Ptolemy. Who was this Danish astronomer with a gold nose?

ANSWER: Tycho (tike-o) Brahe (brah-huh)

14. 
Nathaniel Branden and Leonard Peikoff are associated with what philosophical school founded by Ayn Rand? 

ANSWER: Objectivism or Objectivist philosophy

15. 
It was established in 1940 as an independent government agency whose purpose was "preparing to manage a draft if and when Congress and the President so direct." So, despite there no longer being a draft in the US, what government agency requires all 18-year-old men to register with it? 

ANSWER: Selective Service System (don't accept things like Agency or Bureau instead of 'System', 'Selective Service' is acceptable alone.)

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
On September 11, 1940, the Germans made the mistake of starting attacks on London, a phase of this larger battle today called the Blitz. What was this battle fought between the Luftwaffe and the Royal Air Force in the summer and fall of 1940? 

ANSWER: Battle of Britain (prompt on 'Blitz' before it is said)

2. 
In September, its endowment reached $25 billion. Its trustees have also gave a vote of confidence to its President, Lawrence Summers, when he made comments about the intrinsic talent women have at math. What is this university in Cambridge, Massachusetts, whose mascot is the Crimson?

ANSWER: Harvard University

3. 
Version 6 of these consist of eight four-digit hexadecimal numbers, separated by colons. The more familiar, version 4, of these consist of four numbers between 0 and 255 separated by periods. What are these numbers, which Domain Name Services translate into more familiar Web addresses, an example of which is 216.109.117.205 for www.yahoo.com?

ANSWER: IP addresses

4. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor x squared minus 13x plus 36.

ANSWER:  (x - 4) and (x - 9)
5. 
In this classic work, Queen Hecuba's daughter Cassandra is taken to be the concubine of Agamemnon. Andromache's (an-dro-mock-e) son is taken from her and hurled to his death from the walls of Troy. Name this drama by Euripides (you-RIP-uh-deez).

ANSWER: Trojan Women
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

