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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
It reaches its maximum size of 40 grams at puberty and its main function is the maturation of T cells.  Name this lymphatic organ located between the lungs.

ANSWER:  thymus gland

2. 
"Either we will go or we will stay" is an example of this term which, in logic, means an empty statement composed of simpler statements in a fashion that makes it logically true whether the simpler statements are factually true or false. What is this term that also means needless repetition of the same sense in different words?

ANSWER: tautology
3. 
Her published works include Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions, Revolution from Within, and Moving Beyond Words. Name this American feminist perhaps best known for establishing Ms. magazine.

ANSWER: Gloria Steinem
4. 
It was at a school called the Convict that he met his lifelong friends Spaun and Stadler.  Antonio Salieri recognized this young man's talent, and taught him composition and music theory.  Writer of over 600 songs, including "The Teacher" and "Gretchen at the Spinning Wheel", who was this composer who died at age 31 of typhoid, but not before leaving the finished pieces "Death and the Maiden" and The Trout Quintet?

ANSWER:  Franz Schubert
5. 
Nine days after her birth, her grandfather, John White, went back to England to secure more supplies. When White returned, she, as well as the other Roanoke colonists, had disappeared. August 18, 1587, was the birth date of what first child born in America to English parents? 

ANSWER: Virginia Dare
6. 
 They are defined by economists as two or more quarters of negative gross domestic product growth. In response to one, the Federal Reserve will usually attempt to loosen the flow of credit, so the increased money supply can stimulate economic growth. What are these periodic slowdowns in the business cycle, such as the ones that occurred in the US in 1982, 1991 and 2001?  

ANSWER: recession
7. 
For a photon, what does frequency times wavelength equal?

ANSWER:  speed of light or c
8. 
He enrolled in Vanderbilt University and joined a group of poets who called themselves the Fugitives. As a writer, he is best known for his treatment of moral dilemmas in a South beset by the erosion of its traditional rural values. Name this novelist, poet, critic, and teacher who wrote Night Rider, At Heaven's Gate, and his best-known All the King's Men.

ANSWER: Robert Penn Warren
9. 
He claimed to have written an off-Broadway play entitled La Cocina, about a Mexican chef named Pepe.  He accidentally killed his fiancée because the wedding invitations he ordered contained toxic glue, while he had an unhealthy penchant for both velvet and Marisa Tomei.  Identify this character played by Jason Alexander, the best friend of Jerry Seinfeld.

ANSWER:  George Costanza (accept either)

10. 
What sense is also known as the gustatory sense?

ANSWER:  taste
11. 
Born in Belgium, he emigrated to the U.S. in 1889. He manufactured photographic papers and developed a new type of paper, Velox, which could be developed under artificial light. Name this man who is better known, however, as the founder of modern plastics based on his invention of a synthetic resin.

ANSWER: Leo Hendrik Baekeland (bake-land)

12. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If the elements are read left to right, what is the determinant of the matrix with top row of 4 and 8 and bottom row -2, and 9?

ANSWER:  52
13. 
Carl Meyer wrote the script to this film in Berlin, even though it was set in the United States.  Janet Gaynor and George O'Brien played a rural couple whose marriage is shaken when O'Brien goes after a city woman, played by Margaret Livingston.  O'Brien, however, returns to his wife in what 1927 film directed by F.W. Murnau, named after a time of day in the early morning?

ANSWER:  Sunrise
14. 
In 1847, parts of Bath and Pendleton Counties in Virginia were split off to form this county that contains the towns of McDowell and Monterey. What is this county that has only 2,500 people, is Virginia's least populated and was named for its elevation?

ANSWER: Highland County

15. 
This British writer, who is best remembered for his celebration of British imperialism, was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1907. Name this man who wrote such works as Baa Baa, Black Sheep, The Man Who Would Be King, Captains Courageous and The Jungle Book.

ANSWER: Joseph Rudyard Kipling
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  
When a bill passes both houses of the US Congress, it is referred to what type of committee that includes members from both houses and is intended to iron out differences between the bills?

ANSWER: conference committee

1B. 
To the nearest whole number, what is the standard atmospheric pressure in inches of mercury?

ANSWER: 30
2A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of 7 factorial?

ANSWER:  5040
2B. 
What queen of the Iceni [EYE-seh-nee] led a rebellion against the Romans in Britain in 61 AD? 

ANSWER: Boudicca or Boadicaea (boh-ah-di-SEE-uh)

3A.  
What is the chemical formula for ammonia?

ANSWER:  NH3
3B.  
Which German organist composed the pieces "Apollo's Lyre", "Musical Thoughts on Death", and the well-known Canon in D?

ANSWER:  Johann Pachelbel (POK-ul-bel)

4A.  
The language Farsi is spoken by nearly all the citizens of -- what Mideastern country?

ANSWER: Iran
4B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x.  3x plus 9 equals x plus 6.

ANSWER:  x equals negative 3/2 or negative 1 and 1/2
5A.  
What 2005 documentary, directed by Luc Jacquet (zhah-KAY) and narrated by Morgan Freeman, has now grossed over $70 million in the United States?

ANSWER:  March of the Penguins
5B. 
Give the shared surname of the two men who wrote Naked Lunch and Tarzan.

ANSWER:  Burroughs
6A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the perimeter of a square with a diagonal of 15 times the square root of 2 inches?

ANSWER:  60 inches
6B.  
As of yet, no plans have been announced to combine PCS Vision and DirectConnect; however, what two communications companies completed a $35 billion merger this summer?

ANSWER: Sprint and Nextel
7A. 
According to the will of William Shakespeare, what piece of furniture did he leave to his wife?

ANSWER: His second-best bed (prompt on just bed)

7B. 
Prepositions that are made up of two or more words, such as according to and by means of, are known as what kind of prepositions?

ANSWER: compound prepositions

8A. 
 What war crime of early 1942 occurred after the surrender of American and Filipino forces in the Philippines and involved the Japanese forcing 70,000 prisoners of war to make a 100-mile trek?

ANSWER: Bataan [bah-TAHN or bah-tah-AHN] Death March
8B.  
Rounded to the nearest tenth of a meter per second squared, what is gravitational acceleration on Earth?

ANSWER:  9.8
9A.  
Either/Or and Fear and Trembling are the most well known works of what Danish philosopher?

ANSWER: Soren Kierkegaard [keer-keh-GARD]

9B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of 56 and 28?

ANSWER:  1,568
10A.  
What name is given to the fingerlike projections that line the small intestine?

ANSWER:  villi or villus
10B.  
What town of 3,500 in eastern Tennessee is a popular tourist attraction, due to its location at the western end of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and its closeness to Pigeon Forge and Dollywood?

ANSWER: Gatlinburg, Tennessee

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
This man, the first drug czar, is also the author of The Book of Virtues and The Death of Outrage. In 2003, news came out that he had also lost millions gambling in Las Vegas. What talk show host got himself in hot water in September 2005 for making comments about abortion and Black children?

ANSWER: William J. Bennett
2. 
The first version of this album was produced by Jon Brion, and can be found in bootleg versions.  Mike Elizondo produced the current version, released October 4 and including the songs "Red Red Red," "Get Him Back", and "Not About Love".  Identify this third studio album by Fiona Apple, her first since 1999's When the Pawn....

ANSWER:  Extraordinary Machine
3. 
In what Peter Shaffer play is a mentally disturbed stable boy obsessed with horses?

ANSWER: Equus (ek-kwus)

4. 
During the 19th century, New York and New Jersey argued over jurisdiction of this island, despite it being owned by the federal government. On the West Coast, Angel Island served a similar function, albeit on a smaller scale. Between 1892 and 1924, what island in New York Harbor served as the processing point for millions of immigrants?

ANSWER: Ellis Island
5.
It has historically been made by fermenting different foodstuffs such as wine and apple cider by a particular genus of bacteria. What acid with chemical formula CH3COOH gives vinegar its sour taste and smell?

ANSWER: acetic acid
6. 
'The time you won your town the race / We chaired you through the market place" are lines from what well-known poem written by A. E. Housman?

ANSWER:  “To an Athlete Dying Young"
7. 
Amyitis [ah-mee-EYE-tiss], the daughter of the Medean king, had been married to Nebuchadnezzar to cement a political alliance, but felt lonely for the lush mountains of her homeland. In response, Nebuchadnezzar had built what artificial mountain, one of the Seven Wonders of the World, located in Babylon?

ANSWER: Hanging Gardens of Babylon

8. 
In the Bible, they are mentioned as the sons of Heth, and Uriah, the first husband of Bathsheba, was one. This empire is credited with inventing peace treaties, concluding one with Ramses the Great around 1280 BC to focus on the rising power of the Assyrians. Rival nations in Asia Minor, however, ended what empire by sacking its capital, Hattusa, in 1180 BC?

ANSWER: Hittite Empire

9. 
This mineral, whose name comes from the Greek word for 'fire', forms crystals that have a metallic luster and a yellowish hue. Despite its common nickname, some varieties are an important ore of a precious metal. Iron disulfide is what mineral that is commonly known as 'fool's gold'?

ANSWER: iron pyrite (prompt on 'fool's gold')

10. 
The National Rifle Association rarely endorses Democrats, but this Virginia State Senator from Bath received a nod, as he supported the hunting and fishing amendment and opposed the one gun a month law. Robert McDonnell is the opponent of what Democrat in the 2005 Virginia attorney general election?

ANSWER: Creigh Deeds
11. 
Using your knowledge of roots, what is the name given to the study of hereditary improvement of the human race by controlled or selective breeding?

ANSWER: eugenics
12. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the surface area of a cube with a volume of 8 cubic meters?

ANSWER:  24 square meters
13. 
It occurs due to microfilaments forming a ring inside a plasma membrane and the microfilaments shortening, thus pulling the plasma membrane and dividing the cell.  Name this actual act of cell division that occurs at the end of telophase.

ANSWER:  cytokinesis
14. 
An escaped slave, Onesimus [oh-neh-SIH-mus] has become a Christian and an acquaintance of Paul. Paul writes the letter to Onesimus' master, exhorting him to forgive his slave and accept him as a brother in Christ. What is this Pauline epistle, the shortest of Paul's letters?

ANSWER: The Epistle to Philemon [FYE-lee-mawn]

15. 
It is centered along Stockton Street and Grant Avenue, which contains the famous Dragon Gate. Novelist Amy Tan sets most of her novels there, and restaurants such as the Sam Wo and Golden Dragon are among its main attractions. What is this neighborhood in San Francisco where chop suey was invented, and as its name suggests, is the home to a large number of East Asian immigrants? 

ANSWER: San Francisco Chinatown
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
Name the former U.S. President's daughter who played the piano to entertain her father and who published the novel Murder in the White House Her father served as the thirty-third President of the United States.

ANSWER: Margaret Truman (prompt on just one name)

2. 
The Edict of Fontainbleau [fawn-ten-BLOH] ended the legal protections they had gained under the Edict of Nantes. The St. Bartholemew's Day Massacre was a more bloody example of persecution against what French Protestants? 

ANSWER: Huguenots

3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 2738 into Roman numerals.

ANSWER:  MMDCCXXXVIII
4. 
 He is depicted on a column at the Temple of Artemis in Ephesus with two large wings and a sword attached to his girdle.  Hesiod mentions him as the son of Nyx, while The Iliad makes him the twin brother of Hypnos, the god of sleep.  Who is this god of death that more generally refers to the death instinct?

ANSWER:  Thanatos
5. 
When a computer program is sent through one of these other programs, the result is a file, called an object file, which is usually directly executable. What computer programs 'translate' computer instructions from one language to another, usually a higher-level language such as 'C' into a machine-readable executable file?

ANSWER: compiler
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