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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1.
What color is represented by the German word, schwarz [SHVARTZ]?

ANSWER: black
2. 
Elected four years before Tony Blair, he has been the Member of Parliament from Blackburn since 1979. He served in the Labour Party's Shadow Cabinet from 1987 to 1997, replacing Robin Cook following Labour’s landslide in the 2001 elections. Who is this man, the UK's current Foreign Secretary?

ANSWER: John Whitaker "Jack" Straw
3. 
He studied at the University of Colorado but dropped out to become a freelance trombonist.  His airplane disappeared over the English Channel in 1944, but prior to that, he made his name with chart-topping hits such as "Tuxedo Junction" and "Chattanooga Choo Choo".  Who was this big bandleader, perhaps best known for the song "In the Mood"?

ANSWER:  Glenn Miller
4. 
Windows XP uses a 'hybrid' one of these. UNIX and LINUX use a 'monolithic' one of these. What name is given to the piece of the operating system that controls access between the user's shell or GUI and the hardware and as thus is the 'seed' from which the operating system springs?

ANSWER: kernel
5. 
Sixty-two people have had this process started against them, and sixteen people have been indicted under this process. Of these sixteen, seven have been convicted, and another resigned before a near-certain conviction could be made. A two-thirds vote of the Senate is required for conviction. The Constitution cites 'treason, bribery or other high crimes and misdemeanors' as the reasons to undergo what process to remove high-ranking federal officials?

ANSWER: impeachment
6. 
The northern part of this country is dominated by the Red River Delta. Fan Si Pan [fahn see pahn], located in the northern Lao Cai [LOW KYE] province, is the highest mountain. Large cities include Hai Phong [high phong] and Can Tho [can toe] and its southern end is dominated by the Mekong Delta. What is this country whose capital is Ha Noi?

ANSWER: Vietnam
7. 
Located in West Roxbury, Massachusetts, near Boston, it was organized and directed by George Ripley, editor of The Dial. By what name do we know this utopian experiment in communal living that lasted from 1841 to 1847?

ANSWER: The Brook Farm Institute of Agriculture and Education

8. 
The most common infectious disease in the world, with one-third of the world's population infected, is the B type of what liver-attacking virus that also comes in A, C, D, E and G varieties?

ANSWER:  hepatitis (if anyone asks about the F type, it was apparently 'discovered' but no one else could ever duplicate the discoverer's findings)

9. 
One of 37 sons of his country's founder, he was succeeded by his half brother following his death on August 1, 2005.  Who is this man, who had ceded most of his power to then-Crown Prince Abdullah following a severe stroke in 1995?

ANSWER: King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz al-Saud

10. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the average of 12, 18, 16, 44, and 80?

ANSWER:  34
11. 
Other than the Bible, this non-fiction work has been one of the greatest sellers in U.S. history. Name this work, written by the 1972 People's party candidate for president and pediatrician, Dr. Benjamin Spock.

ANSWER: Baby and Child Care
12. 
She was not only the wife of the poet who wrote “Ozymandias” but an accomplished writer herself. Name this woman who wrote Frankenstein.

ANSWER: Mary (Wollstonecraft) Shelley
13. 
What is the heaviest quark?

ANSWER:  top quark

14. 
A poem by Alfred Noyes and the song "Whiskey in the Jar" are about them. Better-organized police forces and the rise of railroads meant these mounted criminals no longer had as much chance to ply their trade. The phrases "Stand and deliver" and "Your money or your life" are associated with what type of robbers that roamed 17th and 18th century British roads?

ANSWER: highwaymen (prompt on highway robbers)

15. 
During his first exile from his homeland, he lived in England, and wrote Letters on the English, in which he considers English society a model for his homeland to follow. During his second exile, he lived in Prussia under Frederick the Great and in his third exile he lived in Switzerland. Who is this French writer of over sixty plays and perhaps best known for his novel, Candide [kan-DEED]?

ANSWER: Francois-Marie Arouet [ah-ROO-ay] or Voltaire
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
The quote "Let us to billiards" in Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra is an example of this word, which means an event or detail existing out of its proper time in history. What is the word?

ANSWER: anachronism (an-ACK-ro-nism)

1B. 
Name the Greek orator who attempted to improve his weak speaking voice by orating with pebbles in his mouth.

ANSWER: Demosthenes (duh-MOS-thuh-neez)

2A. 
What battle during the Mexican War is the inspiration for the Marine Corps Hymn phrase "hall of Montezuma?"

ANSWER: Chapultepec
2B. 
What river in southern Africa flows through the famous Victoria Falls?

ANSWER: Zambezi [zam-bee-ZEE] River 

3A. 
What type of compound, whose name comes from the German for 'hybrid', has an acidic and basic component, and as such is a positive and negative ion at the same time?

ANSWER:  zwitterion
3B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a circle with diameter 50 yards?

ANSWER:  625 pi square yards
4A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. One gold coin is equal to 25 silver coins, 100 bronze coins or 400 copper coins. How many silver coins are equal to 5 gold coins, 24 bronze coins and 80 copper coins?

ANSWER:  136 (5 * 25 + 24 * .25 + 80 * .0625)

4B. 
What mineral is composed of calcium magnesium carbonate, and is pronounced the same as the name of a 1970s cinematic hero played by Rudy Ray Moore?

ANSWER: dolomite (the cinematic hero is 'Dolemite')

5A. 
Which college football coach led his Virginia Tech Hokies to the National Championship game against Florida State in the 1999 season?

ANSWER:  Frank Beamer
5B. 
Grant Wood painted what portrait of a married couple, with the husband holding a pitchfork?

ANSWER:  American Gothic
6A. 
Name the French naturalist who believed that plants and animals evolve by adjusting to changes in their environment.

ANSWER: Jean Baptiste (zhon bap-teest) Lamarck (luh-mark)

6B. 
Name the English mystery writer who created the witty and charming Lord Peter Wimsey.

ANSWER: Dorothy Sayers
7A. 
What chipmaker filed suit against Intel in June alleging anticompetitive practices?

ANSWER: Advanced Micro Devices

7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor x squared minus 9x minus 22.

ANSWER:  (x - 11)(x + 2)
8A. 
In what Stephen Vincent Benet (ben-a) short story does the narrator, John, travel east to look upon the Place of the Gods, only to find death and destruction?

ANSWER: "By the Waters of Babylon"

8B. 
What term describes the process where houses in lower-class neighborhoods rise sharply in value over a decade or two, forcing out many original residents who can no longer afford the increased cost of living? 

ANSWER: gentrification
9A. 
What King of Spain created the Spanish Armada in an effort to defeat Elizabeth I of Great Britain?

ANSWER: Philip II of Spain

9B. 
What body system produces hormones?

ANSWER:  endocrine
10A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 15 times 8 times 20?

ANSWER:  2400
10B. 
In Norse mythology, what name is given to the World Tree that links the nine worlds together?

ANSWER:  Yggdrasil (IG-druh-sil)

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
What is the charge of an ammonium cation?

ANSWER:  plus one
2. 
Some of her works include The Edible Woman, Surfacing, Life Before Man and Cat's Eye. Who is this Canadian feminist who also wrote The Handmaid's Tale?

ANSWER: Margaret Eleanor Atwood
3. 
What element has an average atomic mass of 74.92, atomic number 33, and symbol As?

ANSWER:  arsenic
4. 
In 2002, he asked New York Governor George Pataki to cancel future parole hearings. He initially claimed his landlord's dog had commanded him to commit his crimes, which started on July 26, 1976, and ended with his August 10, 1977, arrest. Who was this serial killer whose crimes were the subject of the Spike Lee movie Summer of Sam?

ANSWER: David Berkowitz (accept Son of Sam until the word "Sam" is mentioned)

5. 
It appears only in the Gospel of Luke, in chapter 10, verses 25 through 37. It starts with a scholar of the Law asking what must be done to inherit eternal life. Its characters include a nameless victim, a priest, a Levite and the title character that is a member of a looked-down-on class of society. What is this parable of Jesus, in which a man helps out someone who has been robbed and left on the side of the road to die?

ANSWER: the parable of the Good Samaritan
6. 
In 1962, he was the first Republican executive of Baltimore County, and defeated a Democratic segregationist to win the gubernatorial election four years later. Setting the tone by resigning in 1973 over accepting bribes while governor, what man served as the first Vice-President under Richard Nixon?

ANSWER: Spiro Agnew (accept Spiro Anagnostopoulos, and admire anyone who knows it and can pronounce it)

7. 
She is known for offering accurate, lively portraits of America in the 1920's and '30's. Who is this Michigan-born author of Emma McChesney & Co., So Big, for which she won a Pulitzer Prize, and Show Boat, which became a popular play?

ANSWER: Edna Ferber
8. 
AM General is the builder of this make of car, though General Motors owns the brand name and now builds two versions of its own.  Two vehicles with this name were driven from London to Beijing in 1990, while Neil Young owns one that runs on biodiesel fuel.  What make of durable cars was developed from a military vehicle into an SUV in both H2 and H3 models?

ANSWER:  Hummer (accept "Hum-Vee" or "High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle")

9. 
It is normally between 90 and 135 millimeters of mercury in adult humans. What component of blood pressure is the highest pressure found during every heart beat and is partnered with the diastolic measure?

ANSWER:  systolic blood pressure

10. 
This English ruler gave Calais (kah-LAY) back to the French and was the highest-ranking monarch in the BBC's 100 Greatest Britons poll. Despite falling ill with smallpox early on, Parliament's requests to name a successor were ignored. Civil war was averted when James VI of Scotland was named king after the death of what ruler of England who ruled from 1558 to 1603, a monarch known as the "Virgin Queen?"

ANSWER: Queen Elizabeth I
11. 
What five-letter noun names a simultaneous discharge of firearms, the simultaneous release of a rack of bombs from an aircraft, or a forceful oral or written assault? It begins with the letter "s."

ANSWER: salvo
12. 
It is the former name of an organization now known as Population Connection. As its name implies, this group was very active in the 1970s in making birth control and abortion more widely available. What is this term that also describes a concept where the birth rate equals the death rate? 

ANSWER: zero population growth
13. 
King Charles XII was the protagonist in this war that included the battles of Narva and Poltava. What war was fought between 1700 and 1721 between Sweden and a coalition led by Russia?

ANSWER: Great Northern War
14. 
If this quantity is 0, the shape is a circle. If it is 1, the shape is a parabola. If it is greater than 1, it is a hyperbola. What is this measure that for an ellipse is between 0 and 1? 

ANSWER:  eccentricity
15. 
As recently as two years ago, at age 86, he directed the film Saraband.  He had a child with actress Liv Ullmann, who starred in his 1966 movie Persona, while Max von Sydow starred in his 1957 films The Seventh Seal and Wild Strawberries.  Who is this Swedish director that won Oscars for The Virgin Spring, Through a Glass Darkly, and Fanny and Alexander?

ANSWER:  Ingmar Bergman
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
At this event, Johann Olaf Koss won three gold medals in speed skating, while American Dan Jansen won his only gold medal in the 1000-meter race.  Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean returned to ice dancing to take the bronze, but it was best remembered for the women's figure skating battle between Oksana Baiul (bi-YOOL), Nancy Kerrigan, and Tonya Harding.  Identify this event, the seventeenth of its kind, held in Lillehammer, Norway.

ANSWER: 1994 Winter Olympics (accept "Lillehammer Olympics" or equivalents until mentioned, prompt on just ‘Olympics’ or ‘Winter Olympics’)
2. 
In the sentence "Everyone is here on time today," identify the simple verb.

ANSWER: is (do not accept "is here" since here isn't a verb)

3. 
What trigonometric function is the reciprocal of the cosine?

ANSWER:  secant
4. 
Exposure to sunlight helps the body produce what vitamin?

ANSWER:  vitamin D
5. 
After its master, Christopher Jones, died in 1623, it was probably broken up for scrap lumber; a farm in England is claimed to be made from its timbers, but over 30 ships of that name were on the seas at that time. A smaller ship, the Speedwell, was to accompany it on its famous trans-Atlantic voyage, but could not make the trip. Leaving England on September 6 and dropping anchor near Cape Cod on November 11, what ship took the Pilgrims to the New World in 1620?

ANSWER: Mayflower
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

